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their only desire, to susiain the Twelve as the
First Presiuency of this people?

Here are the Apostles, the Bible, the Book
af Mormou, the Doctrine and Covenants—they
ate written on th- tablet of my heart. If the
church want the Twelve to stand as the head,
the First Presidency of the chareh, and at the
head of this kingdom in all the world, stand
next to Joseph, walk up mto their calling, and
hold the keys of this kingdom, every maun,
every woman, every quorawm is now putin or
der, and you are now the sole controllers
of it..

All that are in favor of this, in all the con-
grecation of the Siints, manitest it by holding
up the the right band. (There was a univer-
ga! vote.) [IF there are any of the contrary
mind,—every man and every woman who does
not want the Twelve to preside, lift vp vour
hands in like wanuer. (No hands vp.) This
supersedes the other question, and trying it by
{I!lﬁﬂ“ﬂ:ﬂ,

We feel as though: we could take brother

izdon in our bosom along with ug; we want

It
g:ich men as brother Rigdon, he his been sent
away by brother Joseph to build up a kingdom;
let him keep the instructions and calling; let|
him raise up a mizhty kingdom in Pittsbhuzh, |
and we will lift up his hands to Almizhty God.
I think we may have a printing office and a |
gathering there. It the devil still tries to Kill |
us. he will have enough to de. |

The next is President Marks; our feelings
are to let him stand as President of the Sta I{E, '
az heretofore, We can build the Temple, &e. |

You did not know who youn halamongst you. |
Joseph so loved this people that he gave hia|
life for thewm; Hyrnm loved his brother -and
this people unto death. Joseph and Hyrum/
have given their lives for the church; but
very few knew Joseph®s character, he loved
ou unto death—yo « did not know it nntil afier
1ig death: he has now sealed his testimony
with his blood.

If the Twelve had been here we wgnld not
have seen him given up—he should not have
been given up. He was in yvour midsty but
you did not know him; he has been taken|
away, for the neople are not worthy of him,

The world is wide; | can preach in England, |
Ireland, Seotland, France, Germiny, &c. [
can preach in all the world. and the devils can- |
not find us, I’ll swear to you 1 will uot be |
given up.

There is much to be done; you have men
among you wiio sleep with one eye open. The
foundation is laid by our Prophet, and we will
build thereons no other foundation can be laid
but that which is laid., and we will have our
endowment, it the Lord will, |

As the awthorities do not want us to do mil-
itary duty. don’t do it. If it is necessary, my
neck is ready for the knife; as for myself, I
am determired “o build up the kingdom of God;
and by the bye there will be a gleaning of
i:rap&ﬁ; and it may be said, ‘To your tents, O

srael.’

We can build on the foundation that was
laid by the Prophet. Joseph has finished his
work, and all the devils in hell, and all the
mcbbers on earth could not take his life until
he had accomplished bhis work. God =aid, I
will put a veil over his eyes, and lead him up
to the slaughter like a sheep, to be killed, for
the people are not worthy of himn, though God
luves this peopl-.

Let no man suppose that the kingdom is
rent from you, that it is not orgar ized; if ali
the quorumns of the church were slain, except
the high priests, they would rise up with the
keys of the kingdom, and hayve the powers of
the priesthood upon them, and build up the
kinedom, aud the devil cannot help himself.

You can go to a healthy country, buy the
land, and dou’t let a cursed scoundrel get in
vour midst. l.et there be good men. good wo-
men,and whenever 4 man comes with a wheel-
barrow full of goods, don’t sell tim land, don’t
let_himn a house, nor buy of him,

Suppose we had ten thousand such places,
and increasing in greatness. perfectly free from
these poor devils, we should feel betler thuni
we do now. Let us all be humble and get our
endowments, all be humble, industrious and|
prudent, what sort of a kingdom would it be:|
the foundation is laid for more than we can
think or talk about to-day.

Is it the will of this congregation that they
will be tithed until the Teinple is finished, as
they have heretofore been? If so, signily it
by the uplifted hand. (The vote was unanim-
ous.) i |

The men will act that have never acted be-
fore, and they will have the power and author-
ity to do it. Is it the mind of this congrega-
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tate the matter. (A unanimous vote.)
know it will be let atone for the present.

[ feel to bring up bro. Rigdor; we are of one
mind with him, and he with us. Will this
congregation uphold him in the place he occu-
pies by the prayer of faith, and let him be one
with ua, and we with him. (Unanimous.)
The Twelve will dictate and see to other n.at-
ters: there will be a committee for the Temple.
atd now let men staud to their posts and be
faithtul,

Adjonrned to Oct, 6 Conference.

Benediction by Eider P. P, Pratt.”

—_——=

Thusa closes the History of Joseph Smith. the

great Prophet; Seer and Rovelator whom God |

hag chosen to lay the foundation for the estab-
lishment of his church and ringdom upon the
earth in the last dispensation and fulness of
times,

He performed as great and mighty a work
as any man 'that ever tabernacled in the flash.
save Jesus onlyv. His mission lasted nearly
seventeen years; from the time he received the

plates from the angel Moroni on the 220d day |

of Sept.. 1827, to the 27ih of June, 1844, when
he was martyvred in Carthage Jail, under the
pledeed protection of the Governor of Iilinois,
Chomas Ford.

The History of Joseph Smith is now befors

the world, and we are satisfied that a history |

tmore correct in its details than this, was never
published. To have it strictly correct, the
ereatest possible pains have been taken by the
historians and clerks engaged in the work.
They were eye and. ear witnesses of nearly all
the transactions recorded in this history. mnost
of which were reported as they transpired, and,
where they were not personally present, they
have had access to those who were,

Moreover, since the death of the Prophet Jo-
geph, the History has been carefully revised
nncer the striet inspection of President Brig-
ham Young, and approved of by him.

We, therefore. hereby bear our testimony to
all the world, unto whom thess words shall

come, that the History of Joseph Smith is true.

and is oie of the most authentic bistories ever
written,

We were, much of the time, associated with
him in his travels and ministry. since he or-
eanised the chureh of Christ upon the earth.
He labored diligently for the salvation and
benefit of the himan family, [Te ever tanght
and practised. in public and in private, virtue,
holiness and trath.

His brother Hyrum was martyred at the
same time, with him; he also was a great and
good man, a wise counselor to his brother Jo-

seph and a Prophet and Patriarch in the |

chinreh, and the spirit of his office was with
Liim up to the time of his death.

They were gla'n for the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ. and the people and
nation who have persecuted them unto death
and shed their blood, will as assuredly find
their words fulfilled upon their heads, even in
speedy and certain destruction, as were the
words of the Savior fulfilled upon the Jewish
nation for stoning and killing the Prophets,
and shedding the blood of the Lord’s Anointed.

GEO. A. SMITH,
W. WOODRUFF,
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DISCOURSE

By Elder Wilford Woodrnfi. Tabernacle, Sun-
day Afternoon Jan. 10, 1838,

E Historians.

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

While I meet with the saints in this Tabernacle
and partake ol the sacrament with them, es-
pecially with sueh a luge body of people as there
are here in these valleys of the mountains, it
leads my mind inatrain of reflec ion and thought
corcerning this work in which we are engaged,
and whether I think of it long or short I have
ihe same fleelings and come to the same con-
clusions,ana I say within myself 1tis the woik of
God, and it is marvelous i1 my eves,

There i8 a warked diff:rence between the work
of God and the work of men, or the work el the
devil, and that diffsrence 1s manilest in the es-
tablishment of the Church of Jesus Chyist of
Lntier Day Siints, Tuere is one characteristic
connected with the work of G.d that has been
maui’ested in its establishment in these last days
as inall former periods, and that is that whenever
the Lord has atiemp ed to esfablish his Chureh
ard Kmgdom upon the earth he always inakes
use of instruments whose peculiar circunmstances
in life will naturally lead them to acknowledge
the hand of God inall thatis manifested unto
them. You have the example of all the Piophets

tion to loose the hands of the Twelve, and

enable us to go and preach to all the world?,
We want to know the feelings of the people. |

from the days of Adam, ard as far as we have
any knowledge of them they were nearlyall men
of low degree and of humble birth, and the Lerd
has ever given them his Spirif to enlizhten the'r

Is it your ‘-‘:'”! to support the Twelve in all the { mrinds, and to qualily them for the work assizned
world in their missions? (The congregation|them. Men of this character hava stepped forth

enstained this quesiion by & unanimous vote.) |

Will you leave it to the Twelve to dictate|
about the finances of the church? and will it
be the mind of this people that the Twelve
teach what will be the duties of the bishops in
handling the affairs of the cburch? I want|
this, because twelve men can do it just as well
23 calling this immense congregaliion together
at any other time. (A unanhmous vote.)

We shall have a Patriarch, and the right is
in the family of Joseph Smith, his brothers,
his sons, or some one of hig relations. Here
ig Uncle John,.he has been ordained a patri-
arch. Brother Sumuel wonld have taken the
office, if he had been alive; it would have been
his right; the right is in Unele John, or one of
his brothers,; (read see. 3. par. 17, Doe. & Cov.)
I know that it would have belonged to Samuel.
But as it is, iff yon leave it to the Twelve, they
will wait until they know who is the man,
Will you leave it to the Twelve, and they dic-

[

and obeyed the Liord in viious ages of the woill,
and they have given him the credit for what has
been nccomplished. This hag been very clearly
man fested in our own day.

Tiity years ago the 221 day of last September,
the Angel of God delivered unto the hands of
Joseph Sinith the plutes containing the record
{rom whch the Book of Mormon was transia‘ed,
inn which is recorded the history of the ancient in-
habitants of this eonntry. Joseph Sinith was u
man of humble birth, and in one sense of the
word he wus poor and illiterate and, to look at
things naturally, it looked strange that the Lord
should undertake to build vp his Church and
Kingdom with such a feeble iustrument. To
soms this may look a very small inatter, but ths
woi k was greal, and here was un honest sounl, and
the Lord made choes of that soul to give unto
him the knowled e, the blessings and tha glory
associated with the coming forth of the Bouk of
Mormon which sliould luy the foundation of
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the Church und Kingdom of God in these last
davs.

What dil that Angel fell Joseph Smith when
he gave tum the plates?  The visien of his mind
was opeaed, and t' e Angel showed unto him the
condition of the nutions of the earth, and said
this r eord waich [ now commit uw o your hand
Contuing the waords of life; the gospel of Jesus
Chrint, and the Lo dis now sbou 19 es'ablish h s
K ugdom upsn the earth. The world are i
diarku-s , the Gentiles have departed from the
gospel of Jesus Churist; they have forscken the
lizht, the giory auwl the power of the prissthood
of the son of Gd, which was given to and en-
‘Jned by the Gentie nations when Israel was
cut off.

The Lord promized Joseph Sinith at this early
age that il he would ohey his commandmen's and
| hearken to the voice ot the Holy Spuit lie would
'make bim an isstrument of biiogmg about this
greal work, that the Church may be broughi out
of the wilieri ess of darkness and Error and my
nam= glor ficd among men.

The words that this record contains shall be
preached tosvery ‘kingd m, toungue and people,
and whe ever this doctrine is preschel (our name
shull be had in honorable remembrance among
the virtuons, the holy, the righ'e us and those
wio de-ite 1o do guod, but the ar gudly will vii'y
your eharae er, hold up your name to iiliculeand
~corn wherever the sound of this gospel goes,
even to all naims.

T Lord also told Jos-ph Smith in the com-
mei cement of this wo k, «s yon will see by the
revelutions coataiued 1n the Book of Doe'riie and
Covenant, that he was laying the foundation of
agreal and mghty work and Kinzdom which
sthould be the Kimgdom of God aud it should 1ol
be thrown dowu but stand forever, but you can-
not now eomprehend the ex ent of i, The wind
of the Prophet was opened by the Spuit of re-
velution so thut he could sceand comprehend a
er ut deal, bat he required the Spirit of the | viag
God, the iuspirat on of 1he Almigh'y to rest upon
hin coutinuully to quality him fongthe great dutis
that were con=tautly inereasing upon him, und
Uie sawme Spirif is required by any man in this
kingdoin, whe her he be old or young, reh or
poor to esable him to bring about the work of
God, or to do anythirg that i of as much con-
seq ience as the uphuidding of this king lom.

The Piophet was repeatedly told of the im-
portance of the work in which he was engaged,
} and was commanded to obey the voiee of God in
all things, und then he was told that all that hud
rbeen promised should be (u'filled. ‘I'he Prophet
(84w the chalus of darkness that were bindivg he
sou's of meu, and althongh at that time he had
uo! received the p-iesthood yet the Lord mani-
'vsted hmself to him io various ways and at mony
times beloie he was ordeined, or before there
wers any baptized into the Church.  In process
of tine, v z. ou the 15th day of Muay 1829, he and
Oliver Cowdery received the Auronic Pricsthood,
aid uecording to commandment they baptized
evch other.  "I'ienon the Gih day of Ap.il follow-
ing the Church was organ zed, and the work of
| God establizhed on the earth no more to Le rooted
out of it

Wiat muast have been the feelings of the
Prophet when, the mnoment he bezan 1o nnbo:on;
s though's, and to tell what the Lora had doae
for bun, the G iristian world began to mock and
deride him.  Tie devil oppo -ed Lim, wicked men
opposed him, and there was a spiril among the
peuvple 1o kick acainst the woirk of God, and there
were whole commninities that were opposed to the
doetiiie of admunisiratiun of Ancels, and (o0u-
gequently his path was rugged and thorny.—
Sometimes hs would come asvoss individuals who
waould listen to his message, unt would receive
| his testimony.  This made liis soul rejoice to see
that there were some persons who would r ceive
the words of eteroal life.

True, in the commencement this Church waz
small, and I frequently vefleet upon what has
come to pass in the world since God spake to
Jo-eph the Seery | vlso look ut what has taken
pate with this people, and | can cleuly see the
fufilinent of the word of God spoken by the
Avgel 1o Joseplr b fore the Church was orgunized;
the Avge«l for wld the very scenery that I behold
to-duy, zud from that tune to the present this
people have been falfilling what the Angel told
the Prophet would come to pass after he pave to
him the plates containing the record of the Book
cof Mormon. We aredaily working for the fulfiil-
i mentof those things thut were predicted from twern-
tvfive to thirty yeais ago; these very things that we
|uru now witnessing both in relat on to our friends
rand our enemies are 1n fulfillment
|promises made in the commencament of (his

work.

‘T'he Prophet’s heart was made glad while he
lived among us in beholding the sizns of the
times, and  there are many here to-day who re-
member the early days of this Church and King-
dom. Sowne of the first Elders in this Chureh who
went up to I riland to see the Prophet were made
to rejoice in his society.  The Sain's who were
gatheied together were so few that they might ull
have been put in a sinall schoothouse, but where-
ver the gospel had been preuched some few had
been brought to a knowledge of its truth and
oceasionally a few had been gathered up 1o
Kirtland, perhaps oune of a fumily aud two of
4 city.

When br. Brigham and br. Jeseph Young
, went up to see the Prophetthey found him chop-
piog woed lor he was u laboring man and gaiued
his.bread by the sweat of hiz brow, they made
'themsze ves ncquainted with him; he received them
giadly, invited them to his house and they rejcize !
together in the gopel of Christ and their hears
were Knitted together in the spirit and bond of
uyion.

Those of us who gathered to Kir'lani in the
early duvs of the Chureh can remember the
scenes which happened in those days. 1 well re-
member the time when [ first met with the Saints
in Kirtland, it was iu the Spring of 1834. I had

|
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never joined any Chureh previous to heaiing this
gospel, und the first sermon [ ever heard was
preached by br. Zery Pulsipher, oreof the senior
Presdents of the Seveutizs, and my heart was
made glad; emoraced the gospel, for | knew it
wus the fir-t gospel sermon that | ever heard in

of thnse

my bfe. [ was biptized bv brother Pualsipher,
and shortly afterwards bro. Parley P. Pratt came
along to gather n» the warriors of the Lord to ge
up ard redeem Zon.

I was deeply engaged i1 business af the time,
but I felt that it was my duty to do all I could
for the eause of truth, aud when br. Parley came
up [ felt reso'ved to volunteer. We called a
meeting and when bi. Parlev got up and said he
wias weary with traveling and did not want tosay
muach, but he wouli talk a few moments, and
when he cot through it was ahouat twelve o’clock
at nigh'; in fact he had preszched ahout half the
night:—my feelings were such when ha got
through «hat it all the gold in the world had been
p esented to me [ could not have been hired to
stav at home. [ went with hr. Parley through
J fferson County, to thie No th, and then im-
mediately prepared to go to Kirtland. T started
to Kiitland on the 1lih day of April 1834, and
arrived in ICirtland on the 25th day of the same
month. I then for the first time had aniuterview
with the Prophet Josapls ne inviied me to hig
honse. 1 rejoiced to behold his face and to hear
his voice, 1 was fully sati<fi «d that Joseph was
a Prophet hefore I saw him. [ had no pre-
jrvhices on my mind sgainst him, but I expected
Lo cee a Prophet.

My fi st itroiduc'ion to him was rather sincular.
I saw him ont in the field with his br. Hyrum;
he bad on a very old hat, and was envaged shoot-
g at a mark. Iwas inbioduced to him and he
invi‘ed m= home with him.

I nccep'ed the invitation and I wa'ched him
pretty closely, to see what I cou'd learn, He re-
marked, while passing to his bousw, that this was
l;m first hour he had spent in recreation fora long
time.

Shortly after we arrived at his house he went
into an adjoining room and brought ont a wolf-
skin, and said, *hr, Woodruff, [ want you to help
me Lo tan this,” so. I pulled off my coat, went to
work and belped him, and felt honored inso doing.
He was about going up with the brethren to re-
deem Z on, and he wanted this welf’s skin to pat
upon Nis wagon seat as he ha ' no buffilo robe.
This was my first infroduction to ths Prophet
Joseph Swiili, the great Seer of this last dispen-
sa i,

1 was not there 'ong before I heard him talk
anbont going to Zion, and it dil my soul good to
hear him speak of many things concerning Zion,
the gathering of Israe! and the greit latter day
work, and I felt truly satisfied with what I saw
atud heard.

[ recollect that in the evening after I got there,
several of the brethren came in and talked with
br. Joseph, and asked what they shanld do, for
they had not means to bear their expenses from
there to M'ssouri.  Br. Joseph said, ‘I am going
to have some money soon,” and the next morning
he recrived a letter containing a hundred and fifty
dollirs, sent to him by sister Voce of Boslon; I
don’t know butshe is in the congregatiou to-duy.

I have felt {o rejoice exceedingly in what I saw
of br. Juseph, for in his public and private career
lie carried with him the Spirit of the Almighty,
and he munilested a greatness of soul which I had
never seen 1 any other man,

The resson | speak of these things is becaunse I
want to refer to this eongregation, and to this peo-
p'e generally as they have phssed along. for traly,
it has required a stretch of faith to be enabled to
comprehend the accomplishment of all that has
heeu done for the last twenty-five years. The
Lord sa‘d by revelation in un early day, ‘The har-
vest is ripe, and any man that desires in his heart
to preach the gospel and will thrust in his sickle,
he is called of (30d.?

The E'ders that are called in this church, you
can notice in them the spirit and disposition to
preach the gospel and redeem the people from sin,
tradition and error. Atthe commencement of the
church. the Loid gave revelations to the churel
and to indiviluals, through the Prophet, 1o
tell them what to do, be baptized, ordained, go on
mis-ions and anything that was required at their
hauds, and hence you can see in the Book of
Doetrine and Covenants revelations given to Mar-
tin Harris, Parley P. Pratt, Orson Pratt, the
Whitmers and many others, calling them to go
forth and preach the gospel to the world. In
those revelations are promised many great and
glorious things, aud the pattern is given and the
foundation laid for a great and mighty work—a
work not to be accomplished in ten, twenty, thir-
ty, forty, nor filty years, but a work that em-
braces the gatliering together of all things which
are to be suved both in heaven and on earth, and
the establishirg of the kingdom of God to remain
for ever; and the Lord said, you are laying the
foundation for a great and mighty work, but we
did not understand nor compiehend its extent.
He called upon us to go forth and warn the world
of the jundgments tocome, and to call upon them
to learn the ways of righteousness and to walk
therein, and what has been the resalt?

Every man that has embraced it, whose heart
was honest before God, has been inspired by ths
Spirit of God; he hus been ready to engage in
the werk, to shoulder their knapsack and go forth
and preach this gospel to all people whenaver an
opporinnity presented itsell, and the first Elders
of this Church did preach dillizently and faith-
fu'ly, and many received the word with gladness
and rejoiced in the truth.

Finally br. Heber C. Kimball was called te gn
to Eugland, as you learn by the Church History,
and he laid the foundation of a great work, as the
Angel declared to Joseph should be the case.

The words of life that wera engraven upon
those plates have been preached to almoat all na-
tions, and have not the pedple hiad an opporiuni-
ty of hearirg? They havain a great degree, for

the servauts of the Lord Lave been inspired te



