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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

Wherever the workinga or product
are pusceptible of imnrovement ar we
wo along, let the improvement be sup-
plied unlil abeolute superiority is
«atabiisbed aod maintalned,

A CONVERT TO BUDDHISM.

The Buddhblata can boast of an
Awmerlcan convert to their fulith in the
person of Mr, J. W, Btrauss, of New

York. The gentleman was Dorn of
Jewish parents but embraced Chriati.
anity in later yearn. The doctrines of
thie religion, as be understood them,
being inpsufficient ior bis spiritaal
waite, he turped his mind towani the
theology of the Orient aud finally de-
termined to study more thoroughbly the
principles of Buddbiem. He went to
Chbicago and hecame an attentive
letener tothe nddresses delivered at the
religious congress. The lecture of
Dbarmapols,a Buddbist,of the Brahmo-
Bomaj seet, eaptured bim and he he-
ocame a digciple of that school, belnx
iuftlated in the brutberhuvod ip the
presence of u large gathering,

Mr. Strauss is spoken of as a biguly
educated gentleman, who hae devoled
the greater part of hie llfe to religious
Investigatlons, It is therefore, per-
haps, all the more startiing that his
<close attention 1o the varlous religivus
sprakers wt Chleago, during the famous
parliament of Jdivines of almost every
shade, sbould lead him to decide fur
Buddha, It is not known whether the
exponenis of Christinnity bave made
any converls during the congreas.

Buduhiam s the religion of about four
hundred million people. Its origin is
traced to Hindostan ausd it has exiateu
for at least 2500 yenrs. The vane s
from Buiuha, s mysierious personage
whu is looked upop as the founder uf
the system. li means “the Wike,”
“ihe E lightened.”

Accordiug to this religion, when a
men  dies he §s Immediniory
reborn in some new ahaPe,which may,
according to his merite, be ali the way
from a worm to ap angelic be ng, A nd
It bis sina be so many that his re.
appenrance jo a gilave, B Woman, a
plapt or an odious animal would be
Do acequate punisbment, be Wwjil be
boru in une of the 186 hells that are
prepared jor such ceees aud situated in
the earthi’s interior, Thia trausmigr.-
tion of svule Is one of the most import-
ant doctrines of that faith.

SBalvation is somght in **Nirvaps,”
Which is pupposed tu mean simply sn-
wlhilation, All existence is looked
upon as a curee and tull bappioess is
attalpable ounly in exlinction. The
way to' *Nirvana*’ goes through faith,

Judgnient, langusge, purpose, practice,

obedience, memory and meditation,
provided all these are of the right
klud.

Of the moral precepls uf Buddba
sormv are of uoniversal obligution. Those
who break them must be reborn to
greater misery. Not to EKill, wsteal,
lie, ovmmit adullery nre Amovg
these, Other precepts ure bipding
only on those who enter a religious
race for Nirvava, They must fast, ab-
stalp from dunces, theatrical perfurm-
ancer, gunge and music abd such
thioge, ©Charity, purity, patienee,
cobrege and knowledge are looked
upun as eg:ential w sslvation, cbarnity
in particular,

Every Buddhlet |8 his own priest.
The moenks bave po clerical functions
lo perform, but they are suppo ed to
took nfter the educatlon of the people.

Sucb le a briet cutlipe of tbe faith
of ubout a third part of the jnbubi-
tapts ol tbe earth, and with which
Mr. Straugs bag identified bimself.
He is probably tbe first pereon in this
country to join the discipien 0! Buddha
aud formally adopt tbhelr pecullarities,

ANOTHER QUESTION.

The NEWS is #eked another question
regarding  registration and takes
plessures in apswerlng, sfuce L is
quite likely the fotormat.on will be
of benefit to others as well ns the
guestioner, A young man who 18 20
yenrs and 1l months old aud who
wi'l tberefore be old envugh to véte at
the ¢ 'miug election, waute to knuw if
he ean register upon that showing
bejng made; if nut, be asks, I8
not the law a llttle more artificiai
aud finelastic thuu comprebeusive
and jum?

We uo pot care by sngage in a Jdisser-
tation on the justpess gr expediency uf
the law, our present purpose being
merely Lo stute it as it 1s and to advia +
al] to obeerve strietly. Au applicant
fur registrativn must, amonyg other
quaiificatione, bs not jess than 21
vears of age, must have residel in the
Territory gix monthe and in the pre-
cipet thirly days next preceding ufa
registration, Consequently the young
wan can peliber tevlater nor vule this
tlme,

MARS IN THE ASCENDANT.

Will some one please explain, astro-
nomically, ue rvlogically or otberwlav,

' the departure of the war-gud Mars from

his place in the realms of space and
uis sdvent aud wll-; revailing nfuence
in thinge mundape? The jves! papurs
tuday allude to pno less thau tbree
eucouniers in which lhe majurity of
readers wiil be intervsted—two of them
vecurring right op our busiest Lhor-
oughfaier, and the other, betwesn
tralned giadiaturs of the featberwelght
variety and ty uelermine the chuin-
plonsbip vl that breed, occurring in
New York,

If called upon for an oplujon we
should say the lalter was tue most
justifiuble, or rather tho lvas* disgrace.
ful, of tbe three, Tuws 1or various
reasons: veople whe Jdidn’t want tu
wee ft, did 1t bave 1o do 8o} it was lur
money and glery, not the resuit of mo-
mentury auger or benause of =v trifling
a matter =8 politive; and fo 1L there was
uo known advanlage 0! age, belght,
weight, preparation snd general fit-
ness fur pummeling. Heuove, whbile
une of the brutsers was white and one
waa duark apu both were bloody, re.
apeclable people of botb colors were
able to keep from being shocked, by
keeplng awsy, and of vven the tough
variety weure juformed tbut the at.
tendance was disnppoluting.

Perhays the wset-loc lu Regisirar
Waldeu’s office yesterday may bave

been decmed a looal curtain-
rateer  for the greater event at
Cuney lIsiand last night. The com-

batants, bowever, gave & poor sccount
of themeelves, Thougb uiffering in

complexioo, both are . white, but the
greatest difference wae in size, strength
and hiting power. The fracas was
consequently, aliogether one-sided.
Attendance, sbiut 15,

~The other set-to Was o0 the sidews |k
well alopy towarde evening. As In
the otber eaae, buth participauts are
white; b .th wuuld probably be glassed
88 mijddle-weighw, and theres ja no
yreat uitference in their strength, age
or health, There was but one round,
and it wag sbort and sharp. Hau g
lasted longer the audisnce would have
been larger. ’
was p..all sand uneympaibhetic,

If we muet prauise fighting, there-
fore, we sre cumpelled t0 awurd the
palm to the Coney lsland event,
We regret the inability to give the
pulitics of the lads who took part there
because & alAlement on that Iubjec;,
m'ght very appropriately be brought
into the present discussion, Aato the
local performers, ull the parties were
represevied, and a' present writlug
honors are lairiy easy. We feel houny
to say, huwevor, uow that the gore bag
teen wiped away, thatintbhe opinion
of il decent people, Conlests of thig
churacter setlle nothing bul thai one
of the paities ls more powerful of
physically sble than tbe other, Jt is
wrong, n d the moral courage and the
right of tbe case are ofleper than other.
wise on the eide ot t1e vne why ia
benren or decllnes G dight. I; e
bumilisting ot limes to have (g put
up with unmeriled losults o
\buse, but nut nearly so Uegrzuuug ne
1o desceud to The agpressor’s leve] hy
engaging wilb blm in fisticufls or
stherwise debasing the human 1oFm
aud bearing. Finaily, if st tigbting
musi be dode, and I8 tu be o feq
the present political campaigy, lei e
pugiligtic aspiranis w0 1ut0" privgty
trnjuing 80 w8 tu make lllulere,ungv
ubove ull things let them do their figp’
luy iu retirement, away from the Bight
r sound of gentlemen and Jadiey abyd
children,

THE LION'S MOUTH,

Luthe olden usys of Venice whep
all law and aumiuisiration were gep.
1efed iu the hunde of u few men, ,
uuge graven lon couvbant witpy Jawa
ajur wae kept in a publle place fur the
couveulence of thoss wisbing to muke
effwiual charges againet utbers, aiwo
that the slar cuamber (ribhuha) migbt
uoL hiuve L0 L® peTsvlally Gunironted
by e rublie. A eharge genwcally
necowsplisbeas sl thut the upe who
made 1L wishes— he Dudy Ul the S ga-
peet’”’ wus likuly seen Houllng ¢n ype
of the Hguiu Blrowie LeXt uny if i was
everseel »galn nt all, The world at
iarge, even tne Venotisu purtioy, of ft,
uas iv Bue messurs vatgrown sueh a
werrible cuondition of tbiugs, tut here
40U theie we have a llngeriug tiace of
in® old uiepusitjon, 0 :nuch po that
accusiog B persvn uf auything at ooce
pluces blw on Lbhe deiensive suy ssme-
tlmes Bubjeclt bim o punishment,
gUlLity or innocent, anJd the work of
retorm must vot stop Ll toie avuse 18
adeq iately dealt with,

lu tbis Territory, lor exsmple, as
ar abead uf other commou wesitue in
most moral reepecis ap it undoubiedly
I8, there ure if pot now withiy the
wallyof the peniteatiary, at Jeast very

Aes it wes, the wrn-out.
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