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merchandiee evercarrled hy = houee ju
the weat. The entite loss witl reagh
cloee uyon $25 000; 11 eurance $10,000,

The origtu of the fire 18 unknowo.
The proprietora sod the clerks lelt Lhe
store aboul 7:30 when everythiog wae
apparently as Bafe ae they poesibly
could be.

The house of Durrape, Wioters &
Co, wrB nnwu of the piopeer firme of the
Boake River valley, having beep es«-
tahlishe 1 here sume teD years ago, and
tor houesty, uprizxhinese nnd fair desl.
ing the firm was surpaesed by nubpe.
To say that this losa [a a heavy hlow
to Meesre, Durrans, Wioters & Co, but
faintly de-oribes the mistortuye that hae
hefallien Lhem, The savVIngs of teu year:®
patlent toil any labor, acquired ouly
throogh unremitting attention to huel-
nees, and Lhe moel frugal and ecooom-
jorl management-——sall ewept away by
toe firs filany jo the ehort apace ol
haif an hour, is lodeed & crlamity 1hat
woonly be tryfog to the stnutest of
heartr, The members of the firm have
the profound sympaithy of the sentire
communpity, o tact, we all feel that
by toeir leas we all suffer, However,
their well koown energy sod husiness
abilily sucourages us in the hope that
they will*uon he io husipe:s again,

receiviog the hearty support anod
palropsge of thelr mapy Iriende snd
palrons. 18 Looo.

ST. GEORGE STAKE CONFERENCE.

Baturday. December 14ih, wae occu-
pied hy the prelimloars quarterly
gatheringe of the High Priests and o
the members of the Retiel scciety, the
forraer Bnuer the presidency ol Father
Willlsm Faweett and the Jatter under
the presidency of Hister Aonoa L. I,
Iviue.

The Bitake Priestheod mesling sala
ntteuded to Jte business on Baturduy,
unuei the Presidenl of Binke Mo
Arhur.

Bunday and Monday, the 15th apd
16tk ine's ,wure oocu pted each moroloy
and allefucoo 1n Biake confereuce.
The attendance was very good from
most prits of the Stake. We diu Dol
have any of the geueral authoritive of
the Cburch tu blezs us with thelr
connesls, nor any olher visitora not re-
sluing o our Biake,

Presivent MoArthur dellvered Lhe
opening address, vieeling the congreya:
tiop with 8 warm welcome, sud Beiting
torth the object of our comlng Lo
conlerence ss belng Lo learn the pre-
gress of the work of God, and to more
perfect!ly undersiand our duty, Ae
Saiute, we have grave respoosibtlities
resting npon ue; we each have a eoul
to suve and we must also belp lo suve
pthere. The Gospel® will sanctify ah
who ahide hy iis precepte, and such
wili partake of toe !all salvation waten
hue been purchased by the hlood of
Curtet. Lotter-iny Baints are calleu
to build up Zinn and to be prepurtd to
recelve the Zion of Gord from ahove.
He concluded by giviog & guod Fepor.
of the conditlon of the Biake,

Durlog the conferencs Elvers David
H. Cauuon and Erastus B, S8now also
spoke freely to the edificalion of the
people; aa did slso High Councller
James Anpdrue and twelve of Lhe
twenty-one Bishops of the Blake,

loteresting experiences ware related
hy recenily returped milsmonaries
Edwurd R. Frel, of the Bw¥ise snu

German miselin, Joho Balty, of the
Britieh misslop, and Edward M. Mec-
Arthur, of Oklahuma conterenos of toe
Loufau Territory mi-eions, .

‘The gepersl auntherities of the
Church, as also the Biauke authoritles
were presenled to the coonferepce amn.
voted for with the usoal nuapimity.

Ono Bupday eveolug ocobjernt ein-
ference of the Mulval Improvemen!
Aeaoclations aod Sahbath avihools held
a highly profitabhle sesslou in the BL.
(Grorge tahernscle. .

A pleising feature of this gqoarterly
gatheriog from the different parts ol
3t. George Blake wae the giviogofs
vucal and fostrumental concert oo the
evenings of Batorday and Monuay,14th
upd 16th ipetapis, under toe able lead-
erebtip of Elder Joseph W. MoAliater,

Ip auditjon 1o Bt, George tabernacle
chuirthere were fifteen members of
Toguerville cbojr, ten from that el
Buukerville, tem from that of Saola
Clurs,twelve from that of VWashlogloo,
vieven trom tuat ot the Thoird wara of
8t, George sno filteen vocalists gelented
rom other choire in the Biake, there
lagl haviog beeil pereooally e liclleu
to atteud by the ‘‘cnmmlities of cum-
hinatioo,” JarMes G. BLEAK,

Clerk o1 Hiase,

A THEATER PANIC.

BALTIMORE, Dec. 27.—I o 8 senseless
panio caueBy by u Oslective gas buruer
apd & foolish ory of fire ul the old
Front street thester Loright, Lwenly-
lpur people were killey, two falally
it jured any tea mure serivuely oure.

Up to 2 o’clock this (Salurday ) moro-
iog thirteen of Llhe dead have heeD
fventitied, Tbe others are at the
morgue awaitior ideotifcation.

Almost xll the v ¢tims are of Polish
pativity aod Hebraic extraction.
Mauy of the ipjurel were taken to
thelr homes hy fIrivods, rendering jt
almaont jmuposeible to get a complete 1let
al this time.

Toe theswter, which s probahiy the
oldest in the eity, wae filled {rem pit to
durne with people who bad assemhle
1o listou to & Hebrew opers, which hau
teett g1 veD ln tbw old opulfa houee L Wice
a Weel for the psst mouth, The ticke:
(lice receipte show that over 2,700
Licke!® bad hevn sold when,sal 8 o’cluck,
the eale nf senls was stopped becalse
ther+ wan oo more leil. (Jenefal ag-
i elon lickels were sold, however,
a tor this, and ft ia supposed tha
tbere were at least 3,000 people wittin
the walls when Llie curtsino went up ou
the Hrst scl. Aw the espacitly of the
houswe 18 less thap 2,600, the density ol
tbhe crowd may he imagined,

Ten minutes after the curlain rose,
ope ol the atiepdapie wentl up to Lhe
seoond tter to Jight a gee jet which ap-
pearéed to have been exiioguished. Ae
be turned the cock anu applled a
mateh the jight flarey up, and it war
qeel Lbole Was no UWp to tbe buruer,
fhe jet was wel]l] Juwnon toward Lhe
-tage oo the left hund sice of the
nouse, ju plain view of Lhe greater
parl of the audieoce, but ae the glare
from i1l showed against the wall, some
ope in the galiery shouled fire,

Lo ap iosiant there was a wllo
soramhble for be door, In which the
whoie sudience took part, The van-
guurd of tue terror-etils ken multituue
renchied the eutrince on Froutl stresl,
apd pusbed on by the howling, ehriee-

ing mob behinu them., There Lhces 1n
the foremosl rapk were compelied (o
tutn lo the right apd to the left to reach
\be double eutrapce-wry, huilt io Lhe
form of & eterm Jvoor. Parsiog through
theee Jdoora they reached u flight of
slepe, leadioe from each deor dowo-
ward to & lapding, from wheunce a
hroad etairway of moderate height
would havecarrled them into theetreet
wod tasptety. Thene steps leading from
the doorway are but five feet high, bat
the larding at their base - f@ narrow.
Douwop theee the trightened people hus-
tled themeslvee ip the [(rightful
atruggle 1o reach open alr, and to ee-
cape the certain dealh hehipd them.
As lone crowd reached the landiog,one
Lo the right aDd oue to the lell, they
met. There wara brlef siruggle, and
theo some oone lost his or her fovling
and fell, In s momeot ibe crowd,
pushed with irreefsttble force from the
rear, crowded upou the prosirate form
wnd begap, fu turp, to stumhble apd
reel, and preseotly fall prooe upon the
fl sor, Uuder the myriade of feet com-
1ok Jown llke & herd of hufialoer trom
vebind, [o lese time thao 1t takes Lo
teld it, the lanving waa paoked Lwooty
wr thirty deep with Lhe panic-stricken
multitude spd the bundreds bebjnd
tnem were etruggling over th:em to
resch Lhe street.

The tumuit attracled ap Immense
orowd from the outside,msny of whom
tried 10 gaip entrance Lo the theater,
thus adding Lo the contusion,

A dozen poltcemen uleo attracted hy
the shrieke of the [righlened crewu,
burried to lhe aceoe, pus: sd through
the door and to the writhing mues on
he lapdlug.

Awmoog the firet to reach them was
Officer E. J. Kelly. Forcipg his way
in through the main door he zraspe
# pair of arme, and pulling Wit all his
might, dragged & wonian from under
‘he surgivg crowd, A glsuce at her
laCe showed that ehe was past all
vumap aid, dead from suflocation,

Agaln bw reached jpilo the mass of
bumavi ¥ sod putfed oul & hoy ah ut7?
years olu, He, tuo, was desd, also
from suffocution, wiih scarce a brulee
oo hise bouy. ‘T'he uther ofticers, by
tole time relnforeed by a dozen of thelr
follow vfficors, uragged out the proe-
trate o1 es, paesing them Lo thoke oo Lthe
asidewalk.

Ambulanecer carrled Lthe desd to the
morgue and the wounded tu the cily
uospital, wherever praclicable, In
wuuy oaees  Lthe slightly lojared,
aud in a fow cases those who were
bauly burt, were Iasken io their homes
by triepus,

Wopen the mase on the lapding had
been c'esred, Lhe frightened mohinetue
were quieied down rufficiently to en-
abie the police to clear fue theater,
lbua it was found thal Lthele had heen
oo dunger aud oot A Boul woald have
peen Irjured bhad thue audience re-
majped in thelr seata.

Toe theater wae frat opened Lo the
pubiic io 1829, but nlne years lnter wag
ourned, apd Lhe preseul structure look
ita place. Jenoy Liod, Macready,
Charlotte Curhimian spd meuy other
wotables pertorm+~d there, nod in 1864
IL wag Lhe scepne of the Republican
vallpnal convention which rengminat-
ed Abraham Lipoovln for the presi-
Jdenoy apd Audrew Johoeon for Lhe
secoud piace un the iicket. The con-
veation at whigh the Democrate



