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MARCIT 3, 1900,

TLE BOBS,”

Personality of the Military Leader Who Is Con-
ducting the British Operations Against
the Boers In South Airica.

A SINCERE FRIEND OF TOMMY ATKINS

HERE s one man In whom the  ways be the Wellington of your littl

British army believes. That man | Water

I Lord Roberts of Kandahar, 1 ! Juit one thing all th

otherwise Kknown as “Genera th that Lord Robirts afraid
Bobs,” *“Bobs Bahadur” or simply 1 that L cat. A black tin parti
“Bobs." 1 ! nnot nhide halt

According to Tommy Atking you can '8 Edwin Aruold has i, Roberta

fake this same "“Genersl Bubs' an id g | miles to avold
stand him on his head and spill & quart The tralt In the character of Roberts
of lead out of him, 80 many years has  that lifts him head and shoulders above
he been acoumulating battiefield sou- | his military collengues—many of whom

“wnirs.

See thit little tod faced man,
Phiat's Bols

Rides the tullest hoss he can,
Does Bobs

It bucks » ks an reafs,

E will st for v ¥ vears

With a su reund botia 'is ears,
Wil Bots

I 8 marker's lost 'is place,
Diress by Bobs;

I a gun “ws wlipped its trace,
'Ouk on Robe

'E's eyes all up 'ls coat

An & bugle in 'is throet,

An you will not piay the gost
Under Bola

80 sang Kipling of the idolized lttle
fleld marshal. This is the man who i
relled upon by the masses of the Brit-
fshers to retrieve the honor of England
In South Africa. “Thig Is the man whom
the English soldler worships next to
his God,

When the London war office sent Lord
Roberts to Africa, his escutcheon was
A stalniess one, Defeat was a word un-
known in his vocabulary, Hls career
had been marked by a'most half a cen-
tury of military successes, More than
once he had upheld the honor of the em- !
pire when the psychologleal motnent
arrived. It was no wonder when “some
one had blundered” that he suddenly
became the man of the hour anee more,
and on him England hung all her
hopes, \

Lord Roberts is a sort of Irish terrler, |
His personality is an interesting one. |
He 18 & man who does things. In the |
army they call him “Chain Lightning."
When he stepped ashore at Cape Town, |
General Buller was pounding away at |
the back door of the South African «t- |
uation. “Bobs" sized up the matter in
about two days, He saw that that back
door was useless, ‘here before him lay |
‘e way to the front door of Pretorla, |

|
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This plcture, recently sketched from 1ife at Cape Town, shows the slmost amusing disparity in
the height of the two great commanders in South Africa. Lord Kitchener Is huge, tall and stolid,

while Lord Roberts is short, wiry and nervous,

In a fortnight or two he had 50,800 men |are algo his military enemles—Iis his In-
Rcross the border of the Orange Free

Btate, and the war suddenly entered
upon a new phase, The tactice of this
British fleld marshal are on land much
what those of Nelson were on sea, He
belleves In golug at an enemy hammer
and tonge, He does not spare men
wWhen men must be paid for victory, Hit,
Rit &8 hard as you can, but hit at onee;
& good law, withal, but under certain
clrcumstances, as we have seen in the
present campalgn, & law having its pe-
cullar disadvantages at times. If Robe
erts has waded to a fleld marshalship
through blood, It must be rememberad
that one cannot fight battles from one's
boyhood till one's sixty-elghth vear and
still have lily white hands, No llving
general hus seen more wartare than has
Lord Roberts, He was a lleutenant at
33, He has medals enough to armor an
fronclad, He has enough honorary des
grees to exhaust & type font,  London,
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Bristol and many
another British town have presented
him with “the freedom of the eity.” Yet
“Bobs” Is the most modest of little men
He says his success {8 due to just two
things—he knows how to move an army
and how to faed a Tommy Atkins,
These lessons he lemyned when he was
& young and unknown man, eating out
his heart as an obscure junior officer In
the quartermaster department of the
Anglo-Indlan urmy. But feed a sol-
Qler and move a soldler as you ought
to, says Lord Roberts, and you will al-

corruptibleness. His blulf honesty
always made him the "bete nofre” of the
aristocratio pets of the wir office. This
traft honestly led him to oppose most
bitterly the seheme of his superior, Lord

Wolseley, for the reorganization of the
impérial army on what was termed the
short serviee system. Roberts strug-
gled very long and strenuously for the
long  service gystem He advocated
merit us the means of promotion, and
not birth or Influsanos Thi¥x 4id not
elicit the unbounded affection of Wolse.
ley, who hasg always looked upon the

little Trish general with a jealous eye
Energetic and untiring and aggressive

as Is “Little Hobe" he i8 ag tender
hearted at times as a girl, He never
forgets the man of the rank and file.

He always trestx the natlve born with
velvet handed consideratepess. In his
family circle he 1s the gontlest of fa-
thers and husbands, Meandering about
Dublln on his bieyele, he is the most
peaceful and qulet looking of citizens
Yet this is the man the hill tribes of
Afghanistan called the “"White Demon™
and the sepoy mothers about Cawnpur
still tell of to their babes when they
wall in the night

Perhaps nothing will give a better
iden of the man than the story of haw
he won the Vietoria cross. It was In
the sweltering care of the blsod drench.
ed Indlan mutiny, There had been a
eghort, sharp fight on the 24 of January,
1858, at a place called Khodagunj. The

has |

after the two sepoys alune and came vy
with them just as they wers bout t
enter a villag It was a foolhardy
thing to do, but a standard s a stand
ard The young utepant did  not
draw reln untll he had all but run down
the two sepoys, the first of whom conlly
almed his musket and pulled the trig.
g#r in the audacious young art isl's
tace, The cap snapped and fizzied, It
was a4 miracle, but a happy ans The
next moment the standard bewrer fe)
e¢lght inches of ould English st

through his right lung.
turned and fled Young Roberts, for
loberts it was, seized the precloy
standard as |t wag falling from the dy
Ing man's hand. For this great dispiay
of personal courage Lieulenan! Fred

The uther sepoy

erick Elelgh Roberts recelved the covel- |

ed Victorla cross, that preclous )it
bit of medal which is given only for
deeds of valor on the battlefield

But this was not the only occaston on

hich TRoberts displayed dash and
fearlessnese during the great muting
8o often did he distinguish himsel! that
Hope Grant wrote that his “gallantry

| hay on every occaslon been marked.” | dent with characteristic modesty,
young | took the flag of the Second Punjab in-

Wherever bullets were fiving
Roberts was pure to be, He stoed be-
glde Neville Chamberiain when the lat-

jer's arm was shattered with grape
shot, while a ballet lodged in the cap
“ ueh of Roberts himself, making a
severe brulse near the sping Had It

not been for the cap pouch he would
hiave been killed,

But Roberts seemns always to have
{borne a charmod life. In fuct, before he
was 25 years o'd he had had flve horses

shot

he

under him, Even when wounded
always qulekly recovered from his

injuries, At the glege of Namur he had
a charger shot under hinm. At Delhi he
had many thrilling escapes. Gn the
march to Cawnpur as a stalf oficer with
Greathead he repeatedly distinguished
himeell, In the action at Bolundshur
he attached himgelf to t! s d
while passing through & gateway, fight«
ng. ax usual, In advance of the lis Qa

poy dellberately took m at him
Robert scaped, but his horse fell un-

r him

Every one has heard of the relief of
Lucknow, Speaking in his modest way
'of how his avenging column started

ut from Cawnpur, Roberts has written
ol one Jitt neldent o that ng and
1 I was sent by Sh
Hope Grant to selegt the ground for a
new mp. While we were wu it und
laiking to what appeared be pile
grims, we shat at, and on Jlosking
rouna faw g considerable number of the
enemy between us and our foree” It
was ght predicament, though Rob-
orls speaks of |t as & mere bagatelle

to cut thelr way back to their
inex, and In crossing a stream
wris' horse was wounded and foll
In the fall 1} ng officer was wound.
ed in the hand by hls own sword, but
ed In maki

¢ You

: od £ his escape,

In the advance from the Alumbagh to
Dilkoosha  Roberty  reconnoitered the
road and had the honor of leading the
army to the rellef of the beleaguered

| gurrigon at Dilknogha, It was a fore.
i taste of Kimberley, just as Lucknow
hnd been, It was here, In what Is now

known as the messhouse inclident, that
toberts again distinguished hMmself and
| surpassed all his previous coal feats of
| bravery, He himself tells of the ingl-

“1

fantry, by Sir Cuiln Campbell's orders,

and placed it on the messhouse o show |

weére
eckless
#ition

Outram and Haveloek where we
Roberts does not speak of the r
hravery of thus revealing his
and drawing the fire of the eénemy.
The enemy,” wrote Roberts, “knocked
the flegstall down three times, breaking
the pole once.,” But every time that the
flag came down It was sgaln stuck up
by the intrepld Roberts. This was done
each time amid a hall of bhullets,

It is well worth while congidering the
estimate of Roberts by two men in very

Lifferent conditions of life. "“"Roberta,”
once wrote Admiral Oliver Jones, “is as
good as he |3 brave, He is one of those |
rare men who, to uncomn br

and daring in the field and vuflinel

Hincharge of duty in the camp, adds the

charmn of cheering and unaffected |
ness and hospltality (h the tent, and his
acqualiniat nd friendship are high
priges ta thoge who obtaly them.”

The other estimate §8 by Archibald

Forhes, the veteran Engllsh war cors
respondent, and describes the Roberts
of ten years ago: “Short and slight,

Roberls
winmn
the

" Viclorio

Cross

quare, however, of shoulder, and of a

tinctly milliary carriage, his whole
nEpect denoted alertness and a wiry
endurance He had the alr of quiet
command one sometimes discerns in
men who have peen much service when
ag yet they have not attained high

leadership, His fack was almost ascetie
in s attenwation, hollow temples in-
dented and narrow, the lofty forehead
that above the keen, quick eves;
the lower section of the face was long,

roge

gaunt and sailow, ending in a chin ev- |

ery line and contour of which betokened
fort resalution,”

Since Forbes Grew this pen ploture a
change hag crept over the little Indian
fighter, Less strenuous home life, suc-
cession 1o his long delayed “leadership”
and some final consclousness of power
and appreciation have caused the old
saldler's face to loge Ity attenuation. A
touch of the portiiness of Anglican nid
age has filled out the hollow temples,
ruddied the sallow cheeks and exag-
gerated Just o trifle the shortness of the
nervous little figure,

¢ of

But great as Roberts is as a fighter, !

| he is something over and above a sol- '
dier, With all his aggressive eneigy
| and bluff honesty and outspokenness,
{ there Is a touch of the Ivish blarney
about him—just enough to make him
|

the Hdeal dipl
expericnce

mat. Combined with the
f the old soldier he has the
pagacity of man, This was
demonstrated when, in 18585, Lord Rob-
vag taken from the command of
the Madras army and given the post of
commander in chilef In lodia. That
meant & good shaking up In Anglo-In-
dian militaty affairs, for no sconer did
Roberts step fato his new office than
he set to work with his indomitable en-
ergy and absoiute thoroughness to ear-
ry oul & complete plan of army reform.

the Etates

eres

Besides this, he did a thing even more
| valuable, He saw that the northwest
| frontier of the Indian empire was at
any thme epen to an invasion on the

[ part of the soldiers of the Great White

Czar. Eo be bullt a geries of fortresses,
{a veritable chain of Gibraltars, on this
frontier, which, If today are not impreg-
nab uld at least render an invasion
from the north a hopolessly arducus
task

Now, India swarms and teems with
alr tive kinglete, who have more
P il arrogance to the square inch
than any necked heathens in
t 1 orid, Ity no easy matter
to get along with these Httle handmade
monarchs. Yet RHoberts knew how to
handle them, and handle them he did
| suave when nécessary, stern when
| sternness was needad and complaisant
vhen the occaslon called for It A
thorough kn Ige of Hindustanee
has been a great help to him. This was |
not pleked up in a day. To learn that
most difficult tongue he shut himself
up with the best native teachers he

| could secure and stuck to it until he

could converse easily with the humbjest
(hocley bearer in hie lines, In fact this
| Btrange little man likes nothing better
[ than putting on plain clothes and going

| unrecognized among his men, passing
the time of day with them finding out
thelr LRes and dislikes and ascertaining

[Just how they are treated by thelr offi-
| cers. This consideration for the man of
" the rank and flle Isone of the secrets of
why Temmy Atkins regards “Bobs” as
| & demigod. Men have a weakness for
& general who will not sit down to his
| dinner In his mess tent untll he knows
| his hungry men are being fed

Roberts' attitude toward his men is

revealed In &n appreciation of General
Ulysees 8 Grant which the British gun-
tral once penned: “General Grant's une
| Wwearied consiaeration for his men de-
serves the highest pralee. It ig un-
doubtedly true that when an important
object was to be galned he was not
sparing of their lives, but he never
wested them needlessly, and the ar-
rangements for the well belng of his
troops were so carefu''y thought out
| that they never wanted for supplies,
( Hig glck and wounded were his eonstant
care, although their necessities were
never allowed to stand in the way of
vigorous action.”

Grant's care about supplies must have
particularly appeaied to Lord Roberts,
for the great part of hiv early military
career wus passed in mastering the de-
talls of departmental administration,
The knowledge which heé galned In this
work In his early years has proved a
great source of strength to him in his

S |
oberts founa Rimuslt 1 reai
a serlovs muting, 17y, "”_':"'&l iy
were Tiative, and the png. Foup
U8 I8 nlwWays the caxs wien o 9008
Kept abroud overtime, pog 5 STy g
ing with curses ne ' 1 by 0 growy,
subordination was ’ In.
FeVOIt WOl In the alr, (e 1o TPITI of
(BN private way neatomg 5 20
The "non com.” erde )
arunken soldier t .v ) ale
lance corporal of A
| flle of men, Ong uf 4 " ol
[to acl as escort, Iie ha o Telike
bed next to the prisgr . 4 > iy the
land they were oid o e
came before Lord 1 'n-. ¢ InAtiee
| been terrible Blyictnos : T gy
;H--H Avparently geem: 3 b VR
fand Roberts dld not he i
;»xuluu:( martinl tvus 8
MAR Was gentenced 1q | o e
taken out bhef the He way
ments at Caleutes aud 4
iously, with his fuce next 1o o
stone wall of the harr: ‘. ) e
the ways of man? v',, ; i be &1y
| Reneral that every 1
king In the imperial a s Al
heerfully ints 1) oy
self Perhape 1t 1 oy
knows that the
fegds hix men so we
beeatse Roberts had
I ..f\'l.l: It 18 becausd f1
among the seldiery
not be defeated it )
tainly hetore his arri At
career of the littis Briy 1
bhad been suel o affe ¢
that superstition '
But this Is not Lora 1 rs' o
Visit to South Africa., In 1% .
tivities In London to m .
England were cut short | A
news of Majuba Hill A
' dumfounded. Robert e
for the command of the & 1 Af :“:
army, but Gladstone gont "
| there was to be no me :,““
Roberts fumed and frett, e y
that disgrace to his flag, but 1 v'.‘ .
tunity was carefully kept from .
He was appolnted gover f Ns
[it 18 true, but before |
| Cape the exieting Gi »
|ment had concluded peace an -
| ments  with the Boers, and n -

| found himgelf in the land of :[,.‘ -
emy with his hands tied, Jie

Was
once recalled, but he eame back w tha
very heavy heart. The Ine sh gov.
ernment, to console him, gave him a

baronetey and a general petting un
but the belligerent little flold +
it 18 sald, never forgave 1
Man for his treaty with Oon
ARTHUR J, 8TRIN iER,

INVOLUNTARY WATH,
and elderly off

HIs

A stout
a British ironclad lying in the bay of
Naples very much objected 1o the Brsa,
tice of sitting long at wine on
nights or any other nights. He there.

fore made a point of escuping directly
IH‘“ queen's health had bLeen hon e
The ship was an old fashioned one, with
large gun ports on the maln deck
When the guns are run in, as Is th
ustom at evening quarters, the port
make nice, large, alry seats. Ko

that while the officers were at
one \\'UUM
be likely to dls-
| turb  him, the
stout and elder-
ly one, wishing
to  enjoy the
fresh evening ,
alr, as well as
the lovely scen-
ery of the bay
of Naples, climb-
ed into & gun
port, and, with
pipe in mouth
and legs dan-
gling over the side, did enjoy himself
for some time. Of course, this proceed:
Ing was a breach of dis
| though the wardroom officers were at
linner, the midshipmen were not. It
was not Jong before the youngsters saw
thelr chance for some fun. A councll
was held. Two boys got Into a skift
and dropped under the gtern to awail
events; two others seiged the gun leven
{and hid behind the breech of the T
gun—the muzzie was only a foo!
the smoker's back, Another boy
gled along the deck until he ¢

the tripper; then, &t & given signal by
I(h-- ringleader, the levers were slipped
{the gun ran down the slide, and belon
!the smoker could look round seven tons
weight In motion caught him In tae
back and overboard he went, The skiff
dasghed alongside and plcked him up.
| After this involuntary bath the smok-
|er confined his smokes to the usual
smoking place, Belng in the main a
| kind hearted man, the story did not
[reach the captain's ears—at all evenls
in an official manner, The midihipmen
never mentioned it—oh, no, tivy never
did!

no

Overboard he went

regch

SHE THRASHED THE KAISER,

The German emperor has been sounds
ly thrashed once and once only, and, to
his lasting chagrin, his assallant Was
a Mttle girl. When he was & boy of 19,
he and his brother Heury spent some
months with thelr tutors at Cassel. The
young princes soon attracted a c.'w“.-\
of playmates, among whom was a littie
French girl. One day the German chil-
dren, superior in numbers, fell on the
little French girl, the representative o
a hated race, and, tying her to a tree,
amused themselves by pelting her W.'-’h
pine cones and any harmless missiie
they could find. Bach successful shot
wag emphasized by the ery, "Don't for-
get Sedan!™

The only spectator of this cruel sport
was a Hungarlan girl, whose indigna-
tion at last
broke bounds
Rushing &t
Prince Willlam,
the ringleader
of the aswmil-
.\ ants, she rolled
g
him on the
ground and be-
gan to pummel
him unmerciful
ly, accompany-
ing each blow
with her lttle
fista with “That's for Sadowa!"” Al
this juncture, however, the tutors ap°
peared, and the prince was released.

The sequel of this story (s Inlerl~SF|n.l“-
The gallant young Hungarian mal‘xi
and went to lve in England, W hen
the emperor last visited Britain, the

“That's for Bsdowal"

Inter operations In the field. Like Lord
Kitehener, he i primarily an organiger |
and an administrator, It was no easy |
thing In those early days to look after |
the affalrs of an Indlan army. And be-
hind the velvet glove had always to
lurk the fron hand,

Twenty-two years ago, for instance,

lady told the story of this memorable
flght to a member of his suit, wbg pe-
peated it to his Imperinl master. You
don’t mean to say that tiger of a girl 14
here? he sald. “1 really must ";
her,”  ‘They never met, however, and
the emperor cannot efface the memery
of “his one thrashing."”

WARS AND

The Mauger bullet makes a clean per-
foration of bane and muscle. Soldiers
shot through both cheek bones have
loMt the wense of smell apd taste, but
Are otherwise quite well. Most of the
wounds ave In the hands and arms,

|

A stuttering Rritish soldier was cured |

of his impediment by & Mauser buliet
Passing through his throat, This hap-

|

WARRIORS,

pened recently in & fight with the Boers,

Of every 103 shots which strike some
soldier 43 will lodge in the legs, 23 shots
will lodge In the arms, 22 strike be-
tween neck and walst, 1| in the neck
and 11 ghots some part of the soldiers’
heads

A small contingent of Boers has real-
ized the uselessness of merely learing

{up a section of rallway and throwing
{the ralls into & stream—thes ususl Boer
{method of destroying a lne. What
they now do is to heat the center of a
section to w white heat and carry the
rall by its two cool ends (o the nearest
tree or telegraph pole, round which
they twist It In ruch & way that it s

|ahynlul-ly impossible to use It again!

for rallway purposes,
All armies are lable to night BCATeEs,

]

which at times almost amount to a
panic. On ope occasion a Britlsh reg-
iment in Indla, marching over the
ghauts on its return from maneuvers
at Chinchwud, war thrown into tempo-
rary confusion by the bolting of a cou-
ple of pack oxen laden with cocking
pots,

Several thousand coples of Willlam
T, Stead's pamphlet, “Bhall T Blay My
Brother Boer?' have been dlstributed

among the British troope In RBouth Af-
rica. As the slaying has largely been
done by the other slde, however, the
soldlers fall to see the force of Mr.

Stead's arguments,

Although the Transvaal is 1,000 miles
nearer the equator, the temperature
averages much lower than at Cape
Town.

Lord Archibald Campbell, who has
designed a reveraibie cloth for the kilte

|
of the highland regiments, with the
tartan on one ide and the plain neu-
tral tint on the other, hay always been
| & greal champlon of the highland dress,

Two years ago the Roers had in thelr
pay 16 German officers, 40 French and
4 Russians,

The Bible Boclety of England gave
38,000 coples of the New Testament and
the Psalter to South African troops,

Among Lord Methuen's decorations is

a medal conferred upon him for hu'\':.n‘l
gallantly Jjumped Into a Prussian o .“
and rescued o would be suicide. Xl"“
conferred on him when military uuuu' t’
at Beriin by the emperor in persot al &
state ball in Berlin.

The German war cnlborllm;' nh:c":
duplicates of al! the bridges In e
u.’m case of war, any of these bridxes
were destroyed, they could be
in six bours,

"
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