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There I8 a scarcity of all large fruits
though In some sectlons apples and
plums are abundant.

More favorable weather could not be
desired for the work In which the farm-
ers are engaged.

Brigham Clty—Very warm weather
continues. Potatoes, onlons and cab-
bage are below the average in condl-
tion. All the hay orops have been se-
cured In good condition. The hay ¢rop
{8 a full average.

Deweyville—Growing erops are suffer-
ing from drought., Farmers are buay
threshing; the yield Is from 25 to 35 per
cent better than any previous year.

Wellington—The weather Is dry and
water is low. Ths zecond crop of lucern
18 being cut. Harvesting has com-
menced.

Lewlston—The past week wap one
of the hottest weeks within my experi-
ence. Fall wheat has been harveated,
second crop of lucern is im and thresh-
ing has commenced. There wlll be
about half of a crop of potatoes.

Smithfeld—Graln is mostly stacked
and threshing has commenced. Apples
are wormy and are dropping from the
trees.

Cache Junctlon—The past week has
been the warmest of the year. Most of
the graln has been cut. Threshing
wlll commence next week,

Hyde Park—Small grain has been
harvested, but very little Is In the
stacks. Sugar beets are very superlor
for a first attempt; corn 18 ready for
the table.

Ferron—Owing to a scarelty of water
all crops are ripening too rapldly.
There will not llkely be a third crop of
jucern. Graln shows considerable
shrinkage and thers s a spirit of un-
rest due to it

Parowan—Apples are falllng off on
account of codlin moth defects. Wheat
4s heavier than usual but I3 badly lald
down and may rust in places.

Levan—Farmers are busy hauling and
atacklng grain, the weather being fa-
vorable for the work. Wheat ralsed on
Ary land will yleld the same as that on
irrigated land. Second crop of lucern
§s ready to cut.

Filimore—Fleld
for want of water.

Scipio—Corn and potatoes are dolag
well, though the weather l3 very dry.

Holden—A shower on Ithe Tth was
considerable help to the ecrops.

Me. Carmel—Some local showers oc-
curred last week, but no general ralns.
Hay harvest Is well advanced,

Woodruff——A raln on the 6th helped
gardens but was of little consequence
otherwise. Haying l!s stlll In progress
wrjth the weather very warm and dry.

Chester—Harvestlng of graln la be-
ing vigorously forced. The graln crops
are exceltent.

Manti—The past week was t0o warm

crops are auffering

Zor comfort. Wheat and oats are
ready for the binder. Graln [s very
heavy.

Peoa—The first crop of lucern s,
gathered; second crop wilt be light,
owing to the scarelty of water. Wild
hay and timothy 1s heavy. Potatoes

wlill be lght; the worms are outting
the vinee In places.

Coalville—Haylng uond harvest are
progressing.

Ml Creek—Harvesting Is nearly
over 'and threshlng has commenced. It
ja very dlfficult to get water for pota-
toes and orchards, Lucern and corn
have to go without water,

Miller—Nearly all grailn 'has
cut and threshing is golong on.

T.ake Shore—Most of the graln has
been cut and general threshing wiil
5007t commence.

Mapleton—Beets are
Threshing is nearly dome. The second

been

erop of hay has been cut. ]

Payson—QGreen corn, peaches, apri-
cots and honey comb are on the mar-
ket Sugar beeis and pobatoes wlll be

heavy crope. Threshing and ballng
machines are busy.

S8alem—The pDast week waa favorable
to the growth of crops, though the
weather was dry. Farmers are through
with stacking the second crop of lucern.
Threshing iz going on vigorously.

Amerlcan Fork—Corn s & good erop.
All crops are maturing rapidly.

Santaquin—FPeaches are scarce, but
apples and plums are plentiful.

Collinston—Threghing 18 in progress
with the graln turning out as well as
expected. Frult is looking fine. Peach-
es arc scarce, but the other frults will
vield fairly well. The second crop of
alfalfa ‘183 wmecure. Graln Is being
shipped. :

White Rocks—There iz stlll a plenty
of water. Harvest of grain and hay
is still golng on with the weather very
pleasant.

Heber—Water {8 gettlng low. Soma
lugern is burning. Late gralin s algo

suffering from the heat, and will not
finl well.
Harrlsville—The weather has been

warmer than-usual, Irrigated wheat s
turning out better yields than dry lanl
wheat.

Plain City—The third crop of lucern
is In blossom.

Ulntah—Another week of extreme
heat. Many frult trees are dyling for
want of water. There are good re-
turns frem the threshers.

Lyman—Wegather during the past
week wag excellent for the crops, hav-
Ing an excellent rain which added ma-
trially to the maturlng of grain.

St. George—Threshing of small grain
is nearly complete. b

J. H. SMITH,
Section Director, Salt Lake City, Utah,
Per §. W. BLANDFORD.

“SOLDIER'S LETTERS."

On board the Rio de Janeiro, Tues-
day., July 28, 1835.—The other evening
I started to tell vou something of the
departure of a part of the Fourth Phil-
ippine expedition from San Francisco.
Taps called us to quarters before I had
paid muech, and the extremely uncom-
fortable condition of affairs on board,
kept me from resuming my work until
yvesterday when ns I was about to be-
.£in, the 8. S. Mariposa hove in sight,
on her way to BSan TFranclseo from
Honolulu. We were told toid she would
stop and take mall from us, and know-
Ing how anxlous the wide awake read-
ers of the “Deseret News" are for
early and reliable tidings from Uncle's
bowyas In blue, I malled that which I had.
There was a great rush for paper and
| pencila when it was learned we would
have o chance of sending letters home,
and to see our hundreds of boye seratch
and scribble and ersBe and write over,
In ‘all kinds of uncomfortable attitudes,
to sce them run here and there bor-
rowlng paper, envelopes and pencils,
while the two ships came nearer and
nearer together, and the impatient of-
ficers called for them to hurry up If
they wanted thelr letters to go, was
worth fully as much as a good dinner
where one can eat ail he wante to.
Did they want ther leters to go, did
they? Weli

Many of the boys were never from
home before, few of them had seen the
ocean, had crossed over from Europe
in fact, but the great majority had
never seem an ocean steamer, had never
" been out of sight of land, and way
tback in Utah and South Dakota were
wlves, mothers and sweethearts watch-

looking flne.'ing and praylng for the first |ine from

their darlings. Yes, they wanted thelr
letters to go. In a few moments they
began to pour into th sofficers’ quartars
by the hundreds. Bui there were no
stamps on board, and oh! what was {o

be done. “Who's, got a astamp?" _ Sa
Pat, can’'t you spare a stamp, just one
And one fellow with a square chin and
black eves and hair offereq me twenty-
flve sents for z postage stamp. Tha
officers soon made hearts glad by say-
ing it would not be necessary to stamp
the letters if the boys would just write
In opne corner ‘‘Soldler’s letter,” and
state. thelr company. In & short time
several hundred lstters with the ad-
dresseg mostly preflxed with the word
“Mles,” were lowered down in the boat
with the second mate, and we all pet-
tled back to breathe and watch the lit-
tie boat go out to meet the Mariposa.
It was a beautiful sight to see the two
steamers meet In mid-ocean, and, con-
trary to expectation, the Mariposa
came over and erossed our stern with
her flags flylng and her deeks crowded
with cheerlng passengers. They had not
heard of the fall of Bantiago and the
destruction of Cervera’s fleet, and when
they were told, cheer after cheer rent
the ocean air. Our masis were scon
crowded with hundreds of troopers, who
climbed as high as they could get, and
the South Dakota brass band got to-
gether on the after deck and piayed The
Star Spangled Banner. In a few min-
utes it was all over. The Mariposa
agaln turned her nDose to the east,
while we steamed on to the west, happy
for having got off & worgd to the loved
ones at home, and glad agalin in the
thought that Unecle Sam and the great-
est natlon on earth stood at our backs.

Laet night, or evenlng rather, just
as the sun, a great ball of flre, wan
sinking In |ts ocean bed, the band came
on deck and plaved sume popular alrs,
to whieh the boys, no longer sea-plek,
danced, frolicked and cheered like aso
mamy children. After playing “A Hot
Time,"” “After the Ball” and others of
like character, §t struck up Columbia,
and like a flash the scene changed.
Heads were bared and cne and all be-
came reverently qulet throughout the
plece, And ap the last notes faded away
the sun dropped beneath the horizon,
1t was an !mpressive slght. We re-
mained eilent for a few moments and
then some of the Utah boys. Bywater,
Klinke, Wonnacott and others, got to-
gether and sang the twilight away.

Wednesday, July 27.—The Rlo de
Janeiro has one passenger less than
she had when she steamed out of the
Golden Gate this last time. Bome
mother way back ln South Dakota has
prayed In valn for her son’s safe re-
turn; and one son, a man of twenty
short summers, who saw honor |In
listending to and obeylng his country's
call to arms, has waved his last fare-
well bo the loved land of his youth,
hae given his life for the cause of free-
dom and now lies sleeplng tiil the seas
shall give up their dead.

Newell Jinks of Spear Fish, South
Dakota, marched from his home a few
weeks ago, to the sounds of musle and
the cheers of friends, a private and
volunteer, proud to be named among
the defenders of his country. HIis
mother clasped him to her heari and
blessed him:' hils sisters wrung his
hands and ecrled with pride, Joy and
sorrow at once; his father sald, “Guw,
and God's wlill be done.”” At 7 o'clock
this morning Newell Jinks of Speur
Fish, South Dakota, wrapped in a ban-
ner of stars and sewed In a Canvas
sack, was consigned to the blue Paclifle,
while his comrades, bare headed and
bowed,-2ang, and flred volleys over his
head. Poor Jinks. He was slek dur-
ing his stay In Ban Franclsco, with
measles, but when the orders came to
embark it was thought he had recov-
ered sufficlently to take the voyage.
He suffered a relapse, though, and suc-
cumbed last nlght about 9 o’clock.

A quartet composed of Sergt. A. M.
Maxelmer of company B of Volunteer
Signal Corps; C. Bywater,Chris Wag-
ener and J. E. Wannacott of the Utah



