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A Dandy among Cows.

. Adolphus Spriggins. of the Fifth avenue and

Water street, prided himself considerably on
his acquaintance with the ways of the town,
hnti his knowledge of country matters was lim-
ited. .

Mr. Spriggins, having rather outrun the con-
stable, found himself one snmmer not in a situ-
ation to undertake his usnal jaunt to Saratoga
or Newport, and bethought himself of an invi-
tation which he had formerly reczived from his
unele, Van Brommel, the hearty old farmer, to
pay him a visit at Pumpkindale,
dale Mr. Spriggins repaired. with the express
resolotion of astonishing the natives. This.
with the aid of his yellow kids. embroidered
waistcoats, brilliant neck ties, patent leather,
French phrases, and fashionable air, he cer-
tainly sncceeded in doing. He even made some
iimpression by attractions, on the feelings of
Miss Rappleway, a young lady visitor, who
had previously been on amiable terms with
Gert Van Brommel, the farmer’s oldest son.
(vert sulked and swore in private, but fear of
his father kept him from publicly showing his
resentment,  One day, however, an idea oc-
curred to him, which he turned to account for
wetting rid of his rival. Gertinvited his consin
to go ont with him pigeon shooting, and Adol-
phus, though his taste did not lie much in that
way, consented to go as a means of killing time.
They set out accordingly with arms, ammuni-
tion and provisions for the day, which4ast were
carried by Gert in a smalltin pail. About two
miles from the house, they came to a pasture
field, bordered by extensive woods. A score
of cows—Van Brommel was _a noted cattle
breeder—were feeding at one'side of the pas-
ture,

‘See, Dolph,’ said Gert, ‘the pizeond®are in
the,woods vonder. Now, if vou will just stand
awhile onthe flat corner of the field so that I
shall know where you are, I will go into the
woods and drive the pigeons dver to vou, and
von can pop them asthev come ont. You keep
the pail, too, and we’ll have dinner there by-
and-by.?

Sprigging agreed to these terms, which ex-
actly svited his easy notions of sport, and while
Gert plunged into the woods he started for the
flat rock which had been pointed out to him.

No sooner had he placed himself upon it than.
to his amazement, all the cows inthe pasture
rushed frantically towards him, lowing londly,
kicking up their heels, pushing one another.
and behaving as though they had been suddenly
smitten with' insanity. Adolphus stood paral-
vzed, expecting to be gored to death, or tram-
pled under foot. Dut instead of that - the cows
merely formed a circle round him, stamping.
hellowing. shaking their horns, and glaring at
him with their great eyes, in an unaccountable
manner. He shouted in terror to Gert, but re-
ceivedno answer. He dared not leave the rock.
or even fire his gun to attraet his cousin’s at-
tention. for, at the slightest movement that he
made, there was a general stir amone the cows.
a shaking of the formidable array of horns, and
an impatient stamp and murmur, as if prepara-
tory to a rush. |

Sprigging was utterly bewildered. To do
him justice, he would very likely have faced a
- loaded pistol at ten paces withont flinching,
but this novel danger was of such a strange and
frightful character that he was totally wunnerv-
ed. He stood motionless, waiting for his consin
or somebody elseto resene him, and the cows,
with equal patience kept up the giege until
their wretched prisoner was ready to drop with
terror and exhaustion, At lasf, late in the
afternoon, the burly form of old Van Brommel
presented itself, to the delighted eyes of Adol-
phns. His uncle came slowly through the field
with a tin pail on his arm and no sooner did the
cows get a glimpse of him than they deserted
and tore furiously toward his unele. who should-
ered his way through them with tbe utmost
unconcern, - |

‘Goodness gwaciouns, uncle,’ gasped poor
Spriggins, ‘what’s the meaning of this extwa-
ordinary conduct of these dwedfyl animals??

And he related with considerable agitation
the history of his capitivity among them. His
uncle reared and shook his sides with laugh-
ter. -°

‘Haw! haw! haw! do tell now! You’ve been
standing on that ere stone all day, frightened
by the keows. Ho! ho! ho! bless your soul,
Dolph, the keows are good critters. They
wonldn’t hurt a baby. Thought you were com-
ing to salt ’em. Haw! haw! haw! Wal now.
if that ain’t the best joke IPve heered on.’—
And again the stout old farmerlanghed until
the tears poured down his cheelks, _

‘Salt{hem!’ exclaimed the mortified Spriggins,
*You don’t mean to say that you salt your beasts
alive!®

‘Yes, I do Dolph,' replied his uncle. Look
liere, and vou’ll see.’

So saying, he dumped the salt ont of his pail
in small parcels over the rock. There was a
general stamp and bellow, and a simnltaneous
rush toward the savory condiment, which twen-
ty tongues were soon busily engaeed in lick-
ing, "

*There, Dolph, you know h.w keows are
salted alive now. said old Van Brommel.
‘You’d never ha’ learned that in Wall street.
Ho! ho! ho!

Spriggins returned to the house much erest-
fallen. The story of his adventure was soon
about, and there was great joking and snigzer-
ing at the supper table, the fair Rosalia herself
not being able to refrain from Joining in the
fun, The next morning Spriggins discovered
that he had urgent business in the eity, and h
has never been seen since in Pumpkindale,
though his cougin Gert cordially invited him to
his wedding fTiat fall. Spriggins now is wont
to speak of country life as ‘extwemely valgaw,’
and en one occasion, (when the sport of pige-
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on shooting had been casnally alluded to) he
went so far as to pronounce it ‘an atwocious
humbug,? 5

A Warning to the Ladies.

‘Why did yon never think of marriage?’ asked
I of my friend Lyman Robbins, who is some ten
years older than myself and a confirmed baheelor.

‘T have thonght of it.? said he. )

‘Well. why didn’t von marry then??

‘I will tell you. You know Frank Palmer,
dor’t you??

“Yes, he failed lact week to the tungyof twenty
thousand dollars. But what has that to do with
your story??

‘Something, as you will see. I was never geri-
onsly tempted to make a proposal but once, and
that was to Frank’s wife—before she was mar-
ried. do yon understand??

‘Ohy said I, growing interested. ‘And why
did’t you??

‘Yon shall know: 1 was vonng and romantic
at that fime—she was beantiful and ac :omnliched.
We were thrown together in society and I was
jnst at the age to vield to her fascination. The’
[ never had expressed my love in words, T sup-
pose my looks betraved me, and I am quite enre
that she was aware of my feelines towa-ds her.

]

Our families being something intimate, we were |

on the same footing and she treated me in mneh
the same confidential manner as she would a fa-
vorite consin,

‘Do yon think,’ I inquired, ‘that she was in love
with vou?? '

‘No,” said hey ‘T never thonght that. T pre-
snme, however,she wonld liked to have lured me on
to deelaration, and then wonld have acted as fan-
cy dictated. Ore dav, when I had made a morn-
ing call, and was retiring, she told me she was go-
{ ing ont a shoping, and langhinely pronosed to me
to go with her and carry the bundles. Having
nothing of importance to take up my time, and not
heing averse to the propos=al, partlv on account of
its novelty and considerably, T rather suspect, on
acconnt of the agreeable character of the companv
I shonld have, Tconsented in the same spirit, and
in 8 few minutes were fairlv en route,’

‘T have but little fo buy.” said my companion, |

—*You may eongratnlate yourself upon that, as
yon will have the less to earry.?

We made our first visit lo a dry goods estab-
lishment,

‘Have vou any lace eollars?? ingnired Caroline.
A laree gnantity were displaved, but they were
only five doliars in price. and they were too chean.
At length one was fonnd at seven dollars, with
which, beinz declared the hest in the store.mv
companion at length professed herself satisfied
and decided to take it.

‘T suppose.? suid she on gaing nnt, ‘¢that T don’t
reaily need it, but it was ;ﬂleauliftﬂ-l conld not
resiet the fempfation.?

A beantiful shawl at the door of a store next
canght Caroline’s atfention! I mnst cerfainly goin
and look at their shawls, said she, ‘I never saw
anv precisely like them.®

‘New kind?? said che to the elerk. ¢Yes Mies.
just imported from Frarfee, warranted to surpass
in finenese of texture and durability any now ex-
tant. Will you have one?’

“The price??

‘Seventy-five dollars, and cheap at that.?

Caroline was startled at this announcement.

“That isg high,? =aid she,.

‘Not for the gnali'v. Jnst feel of it—see how
soft it 18, and von will not eall it expensive,?

‘T did not think of getting one to-davs however,
[ must. Yon mav charge it o my father ?

The shaw] was folded, envelopéd, and handed
{fo me hy the clerk.

‘I snnposze father will seold,” said Caroline.
‘but i’s snch a heauty.?

We reached, ere long, anather drv gonds store.
the placard of which, ‘zelling off af cost,? proved
so seduelive that we at onee stayed our s teps and
entered, Caroline rnched to examine the silks;
the first specimens offered. which. to my unprac-
ticed eye, seemed of a superior quality. were cast
contemptnously aside, and she desiied to see the
very best they had in the store. Some were
shown her at two dollars and a half per yard, Af-
ter a while she ordered twelve vards to be ent off
for her, This was done and the bundle handed
tome. The bill, of conrse, was =enf to her father.

What with the shawl and eilk, each of which
m 2de a burdle of no inconsiderable size, I was
pretty well weighed down and bezan to be appre-
hensive of the consequence in case my companion
should make any more purchases. She,however.
relieved my anxietv by sayine that she intended
to purchase nothing mote. She was only going
to stop in a jeweller’s to have a locket repaired.
Accordingly we repaired to the store of a fash-
ionable jeweller, The locket was handed over
with the necessary directions.

But this was not 2ll. A lady at the counter
was engaged in examining a very costly pair of
ear-rings which she was desirons of purchasing,
but demurred at the price.. At last she laid them
down reluctantly, saying: “They are beautifulg but
i do not care to go high as twenfy-five dollars.

‘Let me see them,if yon please.? 2sked Caroline.
They were handed to her. She was charmed
with them. chicflv, ] imagine, on account of the
| prie2, for they hed little beyond that to recom-
 mend them, and decided to take them. *Now, I
(must absolutely go home.? gaid she, ‘without
purchasing anything more.’

For once she kept her word, and T was releas-
ed Ffrom iny attendance. But the thonght that
she had expended one inndred and thirty-five dol-
lars,in a single mornirg’s shopping, and on objects
of none of which, by her own confession, she
stood m need, could not help recurring to me and
1 decided that until I could find some more rapid
way of making money, sneh a wife wonld be al-
togzether too expensive a luxury for me to indulee.
How far I am right. yout may jndge by Frank
Palmer’s failure. At all events that is the reason
why 1 didn’t propose.—[ Ex.
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ANECDOTE oF A FaT Man.— Bridget, said
a lady in the city of Gotham, one merning, as

S

land we mu#f

she was reconnoitering in her kitchen, to her
servant, ‘what a quantity of soap grease you
have there. We can get plenty soap for it,
exchanee it for some?* Wateh
for the fat man, and when he comes along, tell
him I want to speak to him.?

‘Yes, ma’am.” says Bridget between each

out of the kitchen window, and no moving crea-
ture escaped her watchful gaze. At last her
industry seemed to be rewarded. for down the
stréet came a large portly gentleman flourish-
ing a cane, and looking the picture of good hu-
mor. Sure, when he was in front of 'the honse,
ont she flew and informed him that her mistiress
wished to speak to*him. _

‘Speak to me, my good girl?’ asked the gen-
tleman. :

‘Yes, sir, wants to speak to vou, and woul
yon be good enongh to walk in??

This reqnest, so direct. was not to be refused;
80 in a state of some wonderment. up the steps
went the gentleman. and wp-stairs went Brid-
get and knocking at her mistress’ door, put her
head in and exclaimed: -

‘Fat gzentleman’s in the parlor ma’am.” So
saving she instantly descended to the lower re-

ions,

% ‘In the parlor?’ thought the ladv. ‘What
can it mean? Bridget mnst have blnndered.
but down to the narlor she went, and up rose
our fat friend with his blandest gmile and most
graceful bow. .

‘Yonr servant informed me, madam, that von
wonld dike to speak to me—at your service
madam,?

The mortified mistress saw the state of the
case immediately, and a smile wreathed itself
abont her month in spite of herself, as she said:

‘Will von pardon the terrible binnder of a
raw Irish gir), my dear sir? 1 told her to call
in the fat man to take away the soap-grease,
when she has made a mistake, von see.” -

- The jolly fat gentleman leaned back in his
chair and langhed snch a hearty laugh as never
comes from vour lean eentrv,

‘No anolozies needed. madam.” said he, ‘it is
decidedly the best joke of the season Ha.
ha. ha. so she took me for the seap-grease man.
did she? Tt will keep me laughing for months,
guch a good joke!’

And all up the street. and round the corner
was heard the merry laneh of the old gentleman.
as he bronght down his cane every now and
then, and exclaimed ‘such a joke!’—[ Ex.
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The Coolie Trade, Wholesale Massacre.

—The atrocitirs of the Coolie trade from Chi-
na have excited wniversal indignation, both
among those who know that thev are general-
ly the result of ignorant or brutal management.
and others who understand nothing about the
trade, and make no distinction between hired
Coolies who are treated as slaves, and volun-
tarv emigrants who pay for their own passage.

But all former instances have heen outdone
by a wholesale massacre, of which accounts
have just heen received.

The horrible tale mav be briefly told:—The
Waverly. an American ship of 750 tons. recent-
ly sailed from Amov with 442 Coolies fof Ha-
vana or Calloa. The Captain died shortly af-
ter her departnre; the first mate. in command
of the vessel, bronght her to Manillas for the
pill"pﬂEE of procuring another oflicer to take his
place.

On anchoring at Cavite it wonld appear the
mate had alarmed the cantain of the port abont
the sanitary condition of the ship, which pre-
vented free intercourse with her; and as. be-
sides the Captain. one of the coolies had died.
the preindices of the Chinese were offended at
‘the mode in which the bnrial was abont to be
conducted. or at some other unexplained treat-
ment of the dead bodies. But the onlv exnlan-
ation accorded to them was the mate’s lifting
a revolver and shooting one or more of their
number, the rest being driven withont diffienlty
below and made secure under hatches, withont
any precaution, or apparentlv any thounght,
abont ventilation, The mate thereafter atten-
ded the captain’s funerzl. and spent the dav
on shore and it was not till after midnicht that
the agents of the ship, who mav till then have
been unaware how the matter stood,todk alarm.
and insisted that the mate shonld then ascertain
the state of his hnman freight; and so, at 2
clock wext morning, twelve hours after the
hatches had been put on, they were removed to
discover that two hundred and fifty-one of the
coolies were lifeless corpses. Forty-five more
are missing, leaving only one hundred and for-
ty-six, of whom several are not likely to sur-
vive. The mate and crew have been imprison-
ed by the Spanish authorities. and, it is said
that the United States consul declines to take
any cognizance of the matter,

Other coolie ships have recently left China
under circumstances that afforded ground for

» | apprehension that they may not complete their

voyages without disaster. In connection with
this subject (which has not hitherto been treat-
ed as slave-dealing) we may mention that the
Governor of Macao has imprisoned two Portu-
guese snbjects charged with buying Chinese

porting them to Havanajin short, with slave-
dealing.—[ China Mail, Nov. 15, 1855.

Maxing Canpres oF LArp As WELL As oF
Tarrow.—All kind: of fatty matter consis! es-
sentially of an oily lquid, united with a solid sub-
stance, the foriner called elaine, and the latter
either stearine or margarine. By exposing olive
oil (sweet 0il) to a low temperature, a portion of
it becomes solid. This may be separated and anb-
jecied to pressure so as to entirelv remove the li-
qnid part and leave a permanently solid mass,
which is called margarine. This i3 white, hard
and brittle and resembles spermaceti. Almond
oil, linseed and many other vegetable oils produce

the saine results. In like manner, butter, human

whisk of her dish-cloth. keeping a bright look- |

girls, chiefly at Ningpo, for the purpose of ex-

fat, the fat of the goose, and some other animals;
by a somewhat gimilar process, yield the solid
margarine, The flaid portion is called elaine.
The margarine melts at 118 deg. (Fahrenheit)
and when pure it is not affected by the atmos-
phere, if kent for anv length of time.

The fat of the ox, the sheep, the horse, the hog,
the goat, &e., in like manner, vield a lignuid and a
solid, the former called also elaine, while the lat-
ter, or solid part, is named stearine. Stearine is
a hard, brittle, colorless fat, and melts at 129 deg.
Both margarine and stearine are found in small
anantities in most animal fa‘s. but one or the
other greatly predominates. In the fat of man the
solid part 18 margarine alone. The.hard candles
now so common in the market, under the name of
‘stearine cdndles,” ‘adamantine candles.? &e., are
chefly stearine, obtained from tallow or lard —es-
pecially from the latler, in the process of lard oil
manufacinre. [In sennrating this on a large scale,
pressure is nsed. Various chemical processes
have heen proposed for obtaining the stearine
without the intervention of pressure or low tem-
perature,but none of them have ruecerded well we
believe, nnless the method detailed by a correspon-
dent of the New Ensland Farmer prove to be a
good one.  He professes to take all the stale fat,
dirty grease. &e., found a' ont the honse—wheth-
er lard or tallow—and transform them into good
stearine eandles; and says those made from lard
stand the heat of Summer even better than those
from tallow. His directions are, totake for each
12 1bs. of soft grease. one ponnd of saltpetre and
one pound of alum—mix and pnlverize the salt-
petre and alum, and dissolve them ina gill of
hoiling water; then ponr in the lard or grease in a
nearly melfed states stir the whole well together
while heating 1o boiling, and <kim off what rises
to the tep.  Keep the mass simmering until all the
waler is evaporated, or until it ceazes to throw
off any steam. Pour off the melted grease as
scon as 1! is free from water, and clean the vessel
while <till hot  If the candles are to be run the
work ean bhe commenead imnediately with the
warm lignids if to be dinped, 1ot it cool to a cake,
and freat it afterwards just as in the ordinary pro-
cess of making tallow candles.—[ Ex.
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LarceE Booxk oF Names.—The number of
signatures attached to the Wagon Road peti-
tion has not been compnted. They have been
bound in two large volumes. Each volume
contains one thousand pages. It is estimated
that these books contain from 65.000 to 70,000
signatures, obtained in the short space of fif-
teen days.

These volumes may be regarded as the aunto-
graph of the State of California. If there had
been sufficient time, 90,000 signatures could
have been obtained as easily as 60.000.

Since the Declaration of Independence, so
large an amount of signatures has never been
obtained in favor of any question of State pol-
icy npon which Congress was expected to act.

Ihe Wagon Road petition will be in fact one
of the most important documents ever laid be-
fore Congress. Time can only develop the ef-
fect it will have,

The people of the State of California, with a
unanimity unparalelled, ask Congress for an
appropriation for the establishment of a Wa-
gon and Post Road across the Plains. It is
not an unreasonable request. Ever since our
admission as a State. we have been content to
solicit from Congress in the hnmblest manner,
as favors, those things which we should have
demanded as a right. Our petitions, our pray-
ers and remonstrances have, however, for the
most part, fallen upon inattentive ears. It is
felt throughont the State that the time has
come when an issue shonld be made.

_We are sanguine enough to think that Con-
gress will receive this petition with respect,
and without much tronble grant its prayer to
the fullest extent. Every trne lover of the
Union will rejoice if such be the result. The
books confaining the signatures will he sent
on by the next steamer, and will be laid before
Congress sometime in June.—[San Francisco
Herald, April 25, 1856.

STRENGTH oF CoRRUGATED or WRINKLED
[roN.—Experiments have been made at Wash-
ington to ascertain the strength added to iron
by corrugation., A plate four inches long and
three broad, so thin that,supported at the ends,
it would bend of its own weight, when corru-
gated sustained a weight of 600 pounds.

Corrugated iron has been adopted for many
camp utensils. A camp bedstead of this iron
weighs 50 pounds, and is equally strong with
the English camp bedstead weighing 150 1bs.
A corrugated iron water-tight wagon body,that
floats from 20& to 2500 pounds of freight, has
also been adopted into the service of the Uni-
ted states, besides other articles of the same
material. y

The additional strengthe of the iron in this
form is obviously upon the principle of the
arch. A circular tube is in proportion to its
amount of material the strongest of all fomgns.
Corrugated iron is stronger than plain iron"be-
cause the metal is contracted in bulk as well
as arched inform.—[ Ex.
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PAsTE THAT 18 Paste.—Dissolve an ounce
of alum in a quart of warm water; when cold

add as much flour as will make it the consist-

ence of cream; then strew into it as much pow-
dered rosin as will stand on a shilling, and two
or {hree cloves; boil it to a consistence, stirring
all the time,
months, and when dry may be softened with
water.—[ Ex.

(=7 Editing a paper is like making a fire.
Everybody supposes he cando it ‘alittle better
than anybody else.” We have seen people
doubt their fitness for apple peddling, driving
oxen, or counting lath; butin aﬁ our experience,
we never met the individual who did not think
he could fdonble the circulation’ of any paper
in two months.—[ Ex.

It will then keep for twelve




