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r in tilethe doaddeaddealingsingsonof god with thetho chil-
dren of men in almost every age of
widenwhich we have any account we find
thatathat a certain weakness of thelithetho humanuman
heart hasekerhas ever manifested itself that isi
its18 proneness tokostraystray from the lord on
almost evereveryevory occasiondonfon when the children
of israel began to get prosperousrous and
wealthy they forgot their duty and
strayed from thothe lord after joshua
had led them across the jordan subdued
their enemies and placed them in pos-
session of canaancanann heno called the people
together en massomassemasse and exacted of them a
covenant that they would serve the lord
who had brought them out of egypt and
had wrought so many nilniimiraclesrades in thetheir
favor and it is recorded of that genera-
tiontion that they served the lord all tho
days of joshua and all the days of the
liters who outlived joshua this is

about as longlonga a time as israel ever didslid
abide by the lavlaw of the lord in read-
ing the book of mormon this samesawo trait
characterof is eryverycry noticeable in thetho
history of tho as and Jared ites
when the elders were stirred up to
preach and prophecy to the people or
wawhenen through the scourging of tile alat

theythoy werevere brought to repentance
dotheandochean iff thetho knowledge of theirthein fathers it

but an incredibly short time
a few years of peace and industry with
their attendant blessings before they
would again go astray from god follow
new doctrines and forms of worship de-
signed1 dujdui by men and wickedwickednessnm would
soon again overspread the land this
waswaawahwas rerepeatedbated time and again by the kewe

nhiPphiferphililiesfes fromfroni thetile time tileytheyseparated
from the unieluntil their finalfinai de-
structionstrutst lonion it is rcremarkable howehoweveryear

ii thotha history givonbivon iain of mor-
mon

nor-
monmefi that after theth emission dodthethe savior
ewtinthisLs continent and the reception of
tle gospel by the whole of the Lama
and Nephites that for several genera

1 eions they remainedfed faithful to its pre
coptscoats and principles and walked before
the lord with such a degree ofhumility
and thankthanksthanksgiving4 h iving that they
ledaed and blessed in all thtilingsbilingsings this ia
the longest periodveriod ofif peace and tiro most
dikealikeilke a millenmillenniumnitin that we havelinte any ac-
count of in anyaily of our records where
time iais given to us it isestruetrue that
enoch and his followers werawere more
faithful than this for it is said that he
walked with god three hundred and
sixty nivefive years but as wawe have no dedeii

tailed account ol01 the transactions in his
cities or of the rregulationsem in zion un-
der blhisbis direction wowe aroarc not prepared to
useuso the chortshorehor account we have of him
and his people by way of comparison

all these lessons taught in thethes bible
the book of mormon and by obrown
experience are to warn us of thetile danger

and to show us how prone
wowe aroare to lust after the leeks and
onions of egypt or to gaeri nicafica principle
to gain some temporary advantage or to
answer some mercenary purpose and
they should bobe so firmly fixed upon our
minds and so applied in that
nothing could induce us to do so for
hoaern great the seeming advantage

from such a course I1itt would in
tiietilethe end prove a serious disadvantage for
in following it we sacrifice our integrity
violatevialate our faith wehlweakenkm ourout confidencejnin god andalid with him andaddlayI1ay
pursegurseourselvesives liable to fall into snares frfromOM
which it isi 3 impossible for us to extricate
ourselves I1

attAS 1 have already said when I1 first
read the book of mormon this trait of
character astonished me and I1 have been

squallyequallyuail astonished at seeing it manifest-
ede by this people during the thirty seven
years I1 conversant with their

in relation to the word ofwis-
dom see what ia variety ofopinions and
feelings have arisen amongst us it isig
nonoWTj about thirty six years since that
was N en by the lord bouis people
notcommandmentJo or constraint but
a1principle with promise and yetyettotodaytojodayday
maiimallmany afpff us find it difficult to leaveleaveoffonnoff
alletea grato do without our tobacco
had weV69as a people pursued an even

straightforward course in obedience to
thetile counsels of the almighty idinininjnnny of
usiia who todayto day are in bondage totto theseleseiese1

and other pernicious practices would
nevennever have indulged in themthew

I1 movedhoyed into kirtland with five fami-
liesI1 the question immediately arose
49 where shall we settle why tightright1
here in kirtland the lord designs to
make this a stronghold for a few years
and hereliere we are to settle which was
the counsel of the prophet

tilethe very first thing that occurred af-
terter thisthia adviceadylee was statthat two out0 tit of the
five came to the conclusion that they
had better go to the neighboring town
because thoythey thought they rouldcould gain
some ttemporaryemp advantage to chaehacharinchagrinrin
they went ihin opposition to the advie of
the prophet and in a fowfew weeks they
were in darkness and not long after
theytiler were numbered avith tiletiie enemies
of zion and were soon using all their
power for the destruction of the saints
he that athereth not with us scattereth
abroad joseph the prophetProphety told us to
go to work and buildildiid the cities of
zion and not to build up strange cities
kirlandKirkirtlandbanddand ofcourse contained but few
saints andani they were poor and many of
the brethren who were mechanics would
go90 foto cleveland painesvillegainesvillePainesville and other
places while the residue were willing to
take tthederler advice of the prophet and stay
in kirtland and get what worxworaworwon they
couldconid amongth brethrenbrethaen and make im-
provementsproveprovoments fird at thetho end ofthetho year
it lily1117invariably turned out that those who
had obeyedd counsel had gladbladethedihothefhe most
means anhand what was moremoro they had
the bestjest spirit and na a general thing
thertueytuethe arear still infi the midst of thesaintsulleuliewhile those who went abroad contrary
to and instructions ofaf the
servants of thether lord became darkened
in their mind and eventually acosta
sized the fact is in relation to this
that wee areara to seek first tiiethis kingdom of
god and its righteousness and to use allail
our efler t sustainalfhalft hihl kingdom and
cacheach ct to sustain and uphold
thosa the kingdom df lodijodi
and when we neglect to do this and suf
for temporary interests to drag us to the
right or the left we lay a foundation for
darknesss and destructiondestructioniop however
many objection we may feel to abiding
the counsels and instructions which are
girengiven tofa the saints we will find under
all circumstancecircumstances5 aliatthat thethey are invaria-
bly tontor6 thether bestbet and thathat when they
h un-
favorable it seems to mome that most of
us can look back the last four or five
years and see the course that has been
pursued by sometome in their eagercagereagernessniss and
determination to disobey counsel by
these lessons and examples in the school
ofexperience we ought to make ourselves
acquainted with the prineprincprincipleslesies of pro-
gress and profit by them Wif wene will do
so god01 will strengthen our hands andlaensoilenenlighten ouronn mindswinds and enable ug to
I1pullpuli bogettogetherI1ar aandnd when we
are united as aa solid mass all the powers
of earth cannot prevail against us

our weakness consists in division
among ourselves in not living up to our
callincalling in not abiding by tilethe counsels
whichgiliethe lord inspires his servants to
impart unto us and not abiding bytheby the
covenants whichwhich we make whencewhen we lift
upilp our hands to heaven andaud votevoto to sussuaeus

tain our president or prophet as aaseerseer
and revelator unto us thistilis failure orion
our part weakens both his handsfiands and
oursurs ro woolley said this morning
twoiwowe are progressing andalli twtid jsh no
doubt we arearc but it is slowly

may the lordord bless udus uniteunito ourur
hearts and quicken our progress is my
prayer in the name of jesus amera
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havHavingnghereheretoforeto fore seen staterstatementsbents to
the elteeffectet that congress contemplated
repealing therthelOrganic acts of utahttailandliandaudand
montanamontah and passing an acact t relating to
trials 1

1 brors and marriage or nonnoli
ringeringa in utah have been induced 60o pee ix

a fewsew linesiines relating to rightsbights duties
and comparisons which if you think
worthy ofbf a place in the NEWS you are
at liberty to printprints

mymye thoughtsthou ats have flown backbaek to the
principles upon which governments are
formed and as I1 have derived profit
from a frequent recurrence to those
principles I1 have indulged the hope
that others might also be benefited by
themthein rintintn referring to principles com-
parisonsparisons will naturally enough flow into
thetho mind so in a few instances I1 have
drawn comparisons between the inhab-
itants of this territory and the early
settlers of new1 ew england occasionally
refering also to the early inhabitants of
the other colonies

relating to the foundation of govern-
ments and of laws I1 have often asked
myself Is there a god if so has he
any right to interfere with the affairs
of men ahahaahadd if so whet right has he
interferedinterrer d and given laws icsoif so where
are they fundand what are they 7 must I1
obey themahem ir if known tatomeme I1 know
there are lawlavis of man and I1 alsoaiso knowkno wrmeytoy fellow men demand of me that I1shallshailbyallali obey their laws by what right
have I1 consented to them have my an-
cestors consented to them and thus
bound me or does this rest on some
other principle than consentconsena has any
man or any class of menbenj adiva divineifieleie right
to govern me and the society in which
I1 dwell if so who is themanman or who
constitute the class of men

allan these and many more questions
which may be asked are involved in the
principles of civil and religious liberty

I1 though it is bynoby nopo means necessary to
I1 answer them all to enable us to under-
stand the principles and foundation of
thether government of the united statestates
and the principles andwid foundation of
the government of utah jaJ shall nothot
therefore attempt to answer these ques-
tions in any other manner than to state
a few facts I1 and give a few of the views
of the framers of the constitution and
laws confining myself to principles
and omittingemitting details

in sixteen hundred and twenty the
first settlement in new england was
made at plymouth rock
mity who had left their native country
and come to the newnow world to enjoy the
giglittorigniglitto worshipworshilishile god as their conscience a
mightm glit dictate an their lailandingiding they
bbowedowed gave thanks to god and conse-
crated themselves and their newhew coun-
try ati him this iff there be no god
or icheifhe hayahava no right to interfere with
the affairs of men was a vaintain and de
lusine thing but IYif there is a god and
if he has a right to interfere with ther affairslairsaff of men it waswaawasawalse Jud lelou
and appropriate6 ceremony ai this alallalii
must judge judge for themselves I1
approve and commend the act

over that country ththereereero was at thabthat
timatimo an acknowledged righttight of great
britain to the sovereignty thauthoughfityerethere
never before hadbad existed the lawslaws of
civilized man norilor had there sobo far as
then known to god the
voice of praise and prayer yet there
was one elementary principle one pil11

lar one chief corner stone on which the
entire american rests it

bolfself which
mayway be includedinclude4 lifelifo liberty the pur-
suit of happiness and the grigni tojo wor-
ship god according to the dicdictatestatiatatus of
conscience abbreviated cfall and re-
ligious liberty

exercising their rights underdilder this
great first law the new england colo

landing assumed the neces-
sary powers of government byanyan agree-
ment among themselves which con-
tinued about eight or nine years when
axa charterharter was givert by the king that
authorized the whole body of the pro-
prietorsprie tors to assemble in person and makerawslaws not repugnant to the laws afpf eng-
land for the government

pursuant to thetho authority conferredcon ferreo
by this charterthatter which indaymay be consider-
ed assailassalias sanctioning the nightright ofodthethetho colo-
nists before assumed the male inhabi-
tants for more than fourteenfouteen years

assembled in person and enacted laws
thusthug affordingaubrding an illustrious example of
the principle that all just powersWars ema-
nate from the people thisS was as
purely a democratic government as any
which has ever been established on this
continent

at early times charters were given
confirming the right to make laws and
the right of civil and religious liberty
and establishing the right that the colo-
nists and their posterity should enjoy
allalialitheblithethe nightsrights and liberties of english-
men at home

under these charters the colonists at
various times asserted their right to
worship god according to ththetho dictates
of conscience

in maryland a colony settled by thothe
catholics the legislature in 1649 de-
clared by law that no persons profess-
ing to believe in jesus christ should bobe
molested in respect of their religion or
in the free exercise thereof or befe com-
pelled lo10 the belief or exercise of any
other ligionreligionze against their consent

in 16361036 the right of conscience was
established in rhod island by roger
williams which was confirmed to the
people in their charter of 1663 itiin these
words 1 I noya personpirson within the colony at
ansanytimegimetime hachereafteraker shallahalt be in armyarty wisewige
molested punipunishedmcdMed disquieted or called
in question forjot any difference of opinion0
in matters of relffelireligionigdon teliotellowio do hot actual-
ly disturb the civitcivil peace of the colony

about the same time the proprietors
of carolina declared thauthatt all persons set-
tling therein shall enjoy the perfect
freedom of religion

in 1664 the proprietors ofnew jersey
in a charter of liberties secured to the
inhabitants the full and perfect enjoy
ment of religious liberty by adopting
the same language ashs that used in the
rhode island charter

in 1683 in new york tinder the duke
of york the general assembly granted
complete enjoyment of religious faith
andalid worshipwarship to all profess-
ed faith inlil wod by jesus christ

inlit 1701 Underthe auspices of williamNrilliampennpenu pennsylvania declared that no
manmah on earth had power or authority to
rule overovermensmens consciences in religious
mamatterstors and that no person should be
calcaicalledled in quesquestiontion or punished or hurt
inin person estate or privilege forfot the
sake of his opinion judgment or wor-
ship in the concern ments of religion

all these declarationsdechA rations of rights came
from men who had left countries where
there lwiswas an established religion and
in many casescaseb they emanated from men
who had summeredsufferedered from religious intol-
erance and generally if not universal-
ly from those who believed in the doc-
trine contained in the old and now test-
amentsta they were madermade tooewhenwhen
they were coloniecoloniess owing allegiance to
the governments in the oldbid world

thus we see the doctrine of full and
complete religiouslotistotis faith anidarid thothe enjoy-
ment of the right to exerciseexerelseeise that faith
tinandd its privileges unmolested baseswas es-
tablished long before the declaration of
independence true in somebome few in-
stances it was confined to those who
believed lit god by jeusjens christchrlie which
would exclude the jews I1 as they did notnofa
believe in jesus christ in others it
mattered not whether they were cath-
olics protestants jewsjems or gentiles
christians or antlanti christianss all were
toio be protected in their concernments
of religion nonenonh could be lawfully mo-
lested thetha exercise there
bar religion yatwat0 left to god and the

Aperson
I1 conclude then thatthabthoththee right to

worship god hecoaccordingiding to tthehe dictates
of cohcobconscience and to fullytally andpud freely
exercise thitthat rightnight Is one of the abso-
luteI1 rights of american citizens one of
those rights which are inalienable in-
herent in man one that can not be
bought sold or surrendered I1 take it
to be good sound law that anan american
citizen cana not sell his life nor his lib-
erty nor illsuis right to pursue happinessnorlisnor his right to worship god asa his con-
science may dictate nornon surrenderr those
rights to any other person or to any
earthly power

he maymar for crime forfeit anyally or all
but he can not without crime yield
them up he may to preserve hshis rights

to aid others initi preserving theirs


