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tions which do not net 12 per cent, and
many bring in flve times this amount.
Today It costs here, T am told, about 3
centsa of our Mmoney to raise a pound of
cacoa, whereas it sells In Guayaquil for
about 14 cents, making a c¢lear profit
to the farmer of 11 cents (gold) a
pound, and paying him a profit of about
400 per cent. This year Ecuador will
raige about forty mlillon pounds of
cocon beans, which will he shipped to
Europe and the United States. The
erop Is pot a difficult one to ralee, and
when an orchard (s once bearing it is
good for a big Income for from twenty
to thirty vears. Until T came here I
had no idea as tn how cocoa Was grown.
I had heard of the cocoa bean and
supposed it eame from a vine or bush,
The truth 8. the beans, which when
ground up make our choeolate, grow
on trees from twenty to thirty feet
high. The tree 18 much like an jm-
mense 1llac bush. It Is ragged and

[

gnarly, and its fruit, which s bigger,

than the pomelo or grape fruit, grows
on the stem or trunk and close to the
branches. It I8 of the shape of an fm-

‘making it:

mense lemon, and of about the same

ecolor, and the seeds within it are the
chocolafe beans of commerce. Each
ball of frult contalnz from twenty-

eight to thirty brown beans ahout as
big as 1Ilma beans. These are washed
out of the pulp that surrounds them
and dried and then shipped to the
chocolate factories all over the world.
There {8 a chance for men who have
eapital, and who are not afrald of the
miasma of the troples, to make money
here in ralsing chocolate,

As for me, I would not advise any one
to ecome to Guayaquil or tropleal
Ecuador to engage in anything. My
experience 18 such that if Mount Chim-
horazo was one solld lump of chocolate
and It was offered me as a reward for
staytng here for ten years I would not
take ft, Nearly every American who
eomesrs here gets the fever, and I am
told that 90 per cent of all Amerieans
who have tried to live here have died.
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however, wild 1ands can be gotten very
cheaply, I was told yesterday of a
hacienda contalning enough land for
16,000,666 trees whiceh could for $14,000,
and good lands ean be gotten for from
$10 an aecre up. Cultivated orcharda
are worth about 60 cents a tree, and as
¥you can easily grow over 500 treea to
the acre, each of which will yleld you
from one to two pounds of chocolate
B Year, You see how valuable the
¥ielding orehards are. The only way to
make the business pay would be to
grow your Own orchard. Thin I8 a
matter of about five years. The first
thing js to clear the ground by cutting
down everything and burning it.. -Next
bananas are =et out about ten feet
apart in order that they may grow
up and shade the young cocoa trees,
Between each two bananas a hill of
cocoa bheans 18 planted, so that the
hills are about ten feet apart. Three
beans are put In each hill, They soon
sprout At first they look lke 1llittle
orange treee. They gruw rapidiy and
at three years they hecin to produce
fruit. After once planting all the cultl-
vation necegsary is to keep down the
underbrush and cut off the vegetation
whieh springa up. Such a thing as
hoelng and plowing a crop as we do is
not known In the tropleal parts of
Ecuador. Nevertheless a great amount
of 1abor I8 required and the lack of
suitable help 8 a serlours drawback.
Maost of the planters take advantage of
the debt laws and keep a number of
poor people in debt to them. One mil-
llonaire haclenda owner, whom I visited
last week, has, I was told, workmen on
his pay rolls who owe him a quarter of
a mlilion dollars and he complained
bitterly to me that he could not get
enough men to work his estates. [
doubt not he would gladly have loaned
another hundred thousand for the debt
slaves which such an investment would

have brought him. The iaborers, vou
know, are, as a rule, the native Indians.
They are thriftlesa, but hard workers.
They are accustomed to being in debt
and manage to keep themselves =o.

A great deal of money is invested in
Ecuador In coffee and sugar planta-
tions. 8ix estates were get out in sugar
about twenty odd vears ago at a vost of
$1,000,000, and there are a number of
othera with smaller capitals. The ma-
chinery used is chilefly American, I
have vigited a number of coffee groves
and I am told that the Guayaquil coffee
traks high In the markets. GQreat
quantities are shipped from here to
Europe, the exports last year amount-
ing to over one million dollars in gold.
The United Btates bought about one-
fifth of this produet, and it was prob-
ably sold by our retallers as old gov-
ernment Java. It is fndeed excellent
coffee. I like that I have had here as
well as any I have ever tasted, though
it is made and served In & way that any
American  housekeeper would say
would ruin it. This is the process for
The coffee, fresh roasted,

Is ground very fine, and then put into
a ljttle bag and hot water poured on it|

by the teaapoonful at & time. Only
enourh water 8 used to get out the
strength of the coffee and the fluid at
the end 18 as black zs Ink and of the
conslstency of thin syrup. This Is put
in a bottle, tightly corked up, and
when any one of the family wants a
cup of coffee a tablespoonful or =o is
poured into a cup, which is then filled
up with hot milk or water. The reault
is coffee, full of aroma and dellelous to
taste, At the restaurants and cafes
they serve aueh coffee, and the coffee
bottle is more In use here than the
wine bottle in France.
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RETURNED ELDERS.

Elder Willlam Crane of Draper, who
went on & miselon to Qreat Britain in
January, 1838, has returned home and
was among those who calied at the
“News™ office during the week. The
first eighteen months he labored in
the Norwich eonference and the re-

malinder of the time In the Welsh
conference.
Elder John Watts of Rexburg,

Jdaho, who departed for the Southern
Btates February 12th, 1895, has also
returned home., He labored In Florida
all of the tlme. 'There are forty Mor-
mon missionaries in that state and
they are meeting with pronounced
suecess in their labors.

Eilder Judson 1. Tolman of Marion,
Idaho, who has been laboring as a
missionary In West Virginia and Ken-
tucky for the greater part of the past
three years, {8 home agaln and re-
ports the prospects for Gospel work
in those states as being most promis-
ing,

Elder Biron D. Wllcox, who has been,i
doing misslonary work In the Southern
Btates since June, 1895, is also0 home

from his labors, which were lkewise
conflned to West Verginla and Ken-
tucky, He reports that the Elders are
making many friends, and more con-
erts than heretofore, '

Bimilar report of good work and bet-
ter outlook for the future !s brought
from Alabama and Miasissippi by Elder
Charles 1.. Haight of Qakley, Cassia
county, Idaho, who departed on hls
mission March 23, 1805,

Elder A. W, Enslgn of Brigham City,
who has been in the East Tennessee
conference since 1896, brings encourag-
Ing news from that section regarding
the work of the Elders. He was a caller
at the “News" office during the week,

!
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Elder Thomas Martin of Tooele Clty,
left Utah for Kentucky on April 13, 1895,
and returned on the 6th inst, He re-
porte having met with satisfactory sue-
cess In his Jabors, belng received kind>
ly by the people.

Eider Thomas Bailey, of Nephl, Juab
county, spent the last two yaars in
Great Britain. He says there were
double the usual number of baptisms in
the Nottingham conference the last
year, and that the outlovk for the fu-
ture §s brighter than for a long time.

Elder Henry Bartholomew of Amerf--
can Falis, Idaho, went to West Vir-
ginia in May, 1896, and eame home on:
April 18t. HIs work as a mlsslonary
was prineipally among the Sunday
schools, In the East Kentucky con-
ference he recently organized a con-
slderable number of them, and declares
that they are performing & splendid
work.,

Elder John B. Qreen of American
Fork, has returned from a misslon to
South Carolina. He states that he met
many kind and hospitable people {n that

state, and that converts are belng
asteadlly made,
Elders John C. Heath of Spanish

Fork, and W, J. Shipley of Amerlcan

Fork, are home from misslons to North

Carolina, They labored in that state

since the spring of 1895, and bring ex- ;
celient reports of the work being done

there by the Latter-day Saint mis-

sionartes.

Elder Levl A. Phillips. of Lehi, has
spent the last three years, a8 & mls-
sfonary in South Carolina, He saya
there are about 800 Latter-day Salnt
converts in that state now, and that
their rasks are being rapidly added to,
the Elders meeting with very good suc-~
cess in the spread of truth, 4

The "News"” received a call Thurgday
from Elder Lorenzo T. Hatch of Frank-
lin, Idaho, who has jugt returned from
a misslon to Samoa. He left home for
his fleid in June of last year, and la-
bored during the period of his absence
on the fisland of Tutuila, The work
fn the mission is in excellent condl-
tlon. Elder Hatch was honorably re-
[leased from his mission on account of
loss of wvolee. For & number of yvears
hig volice has been weak, and he thinks
the climate aggravated the evil. He
persisted agninst the trouble for several
months, and was flnally compelled to

'accept a release,

I

Elder Thomas England of Plaln City,
Utah, called at the “News™ editorial
rooms thls afternoon, having recentiy
returned from a milssion to Great Brit-
ain, for whieh part of the world he left
home Aprll 21at, 1896. He labored in
the Cheltenham conference gll of the
time and brought home a party of
|Saints with him.

Elder Lorenzo Stohl, of Brigham City,
returned from North Carolina on the
3rd Inst,, and reports having most
thoroughly enjoved himself as Ao mls-
sionary In that state during the past
three years. During that time he made
many friends and baptized sixty-flve
persone into the Church and organized
a number of Sunday schools.

Two Japanese visited A. H. Geffeney,
an inspector of the United States im-
migration bureau,at Immigration Com-
missioner North's office in the Ap-

| praiser's bullding, San Franeisco last
| Thursday, and told him that his life
would be tn danger if he continued te
interfere with the landing of Japanese
at that port. Geffeney is the Japan-
eae Interpreter for the bureau, and the
Japanese blamed him for the detention
and deportation of their countrymen.



