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and to answer all questions about
other portions of the reservation giving
them the most reliable information
possible the party will lemalu at
the agency over nightvery respectfully

JAMES F
col U 813 A

acting indian agent
21

soonboon afterwards wayman the
head farmer who has charge of all the
improvements made his appearance
andfid invited us to take a drive with
himIM along the nownew canal watch is toin
course otof construction we found in
mr wyman an earnest and constienooncon
bious worker the canal we went to
inspect in taken irumfrom the uintah
river and covers a largelare portion of tue
high 1 bench land lying between the
uintah and duehesne rivers it tola on
the lower part otof thin bench that wethe
indian farms above described are
altusituatedatel the ditch in question isie
now about nine miles long and when
finished will probably be twenty
miles long at present it is not a
very large canal and can supply only
a small portion of the lands which it
covers the intention is to enlarge it
as necessity require

the following day mr muse invited
usua to inspect the school of the agency
and suchanon buildings as are connecterconnecteu
with it they are brick and frame
structures well built with plenty oi01

light fresh air and scrupulous cleanli-
ness there are at present about eighty
pupils of all ages and both sexes two
lady teachers conduct the elementary
english branchesbranohea there are besides
a gentleman teacher for manual train-
ing and the principalnOpal the school
sometimes counts a many as one hun-
dred and fifty pupils which is perhaps
ode ghiri of the children utof school age
on the reservation connected with
the school are a number of other build
inge for the convenience of teachers
and pupils all kept in the best poss ioie
condition

the question of the possible opening
of the reservation was fully discussed
with colonel randlettBand lett as it waswag on
that point watthat we based our presence
on the reserve and asked to be permit
tedtad to gather the information desired
by thelike state board of land commie
Bi oneraners colonel RaBanulett talked very
freely on this matter and desired it to
be distinctly understood that although
hisbin sympathies might beba with bisbin own
race in genital and in the poor home
seeker in particular still as the ac-
knowledgedeck soldier father of the
indians this is the title by which he
Is known among them he felt it hisbia
bounden duty to protect their rights
against any and all interlopersinterlopers and
intruders who might seek to steal land
or mines from the nationss wards un-
der hisbis charge he nadand talked serious
ly and earnestlyearnest lyl to all the principal
and influential men among the
UlDUin tabetabs and hailbad advisadvisedeci them
to sell the western half orof their
reservation retaining the eastern
half which contains most of the valu-
able farming lands inid the reservation
much more than sufficient to give
each and every indian who desiresdesire it
a good home he farther stated thaithai
he believed the malormajor portion of the
indiansindiana were favorable to this propo-
sition and that the commission ap-
pointed to renew the negotiations foror
the opening of the expect

edad to arrived by the end of october
would find the indiansindiana more tractable
than their predecessorspredecessor had donecrone thisthie
sameflame view inif taken by most of the
white government employeeemp loyes of thebe
reservation and alsoaleo by several old
mormon friends of the luindiansdlane who
are able to talk to them in their own
language and have thus been able to
sound their views the only difficulty
that we conceive will be the
orationatloner ay the some of their
would be friends have exaggerated
ideasidear asan to the mineral wealth lain
these mountain lands which the in-
dians are advised to sell to the gov-
ernmentern ment it tois onOB this rook thatbat the
negotiations waymay again suffer ship-
wreck if these friends of the indiansindiana
in their sealceal to benefit them would
only consider that the supsupposedDosed rich
mines on thebe reserve are merely by

not one bareng so far been
proved they might be loseless disposed to
insist on exorbitant and impracticable
termsterme it is true that a certain min-
eral commonly called or
mineral rubber more correctly

ePY has been found on the south-
western part of the reservation thisabie
mineral belongs to the class of hydro-
carbons in which are usually grouped
gilsonite and the other ittito
supposed value consists in that it tois be-
lieved to be capable of being used ioin
connection with vegetable
in the manufacture of rubber goods
in this connection a great deal hasbae
been claimed for this mineral with
howbow much truth the future alone can

the veinsvalue soBO far
are small their depth is altogether
problematical and nodo experiments on
a working scaleoasis anve been made with
thisbis substance so far as we know we

have never seen these veins or depol-
ite but know the sources from chic
we obtain our information to be per-
fectly reliable outside from taisto is
elastic bibbl bumenuMeD it16 is18 not
knownknown that any other mineral exists
on that portion of the reservation
which it ie proposed to open to the
public

in leaving the reservation we went
up the duchovneDuoDuc besnehoone river and tb throughrough
the two strawberry valleys but out of0
deference to the wishes of the colonelcolon
we never left the traveled road until
we were outside the limits of the re-
servation

it toIs supposed by some who pretend
to be informed that natural boundar-
iesies will be selected for the remainremainingnigig
reservation in this it tois
asserted that rick creek on the west
and the on the west aua u
south will be the dividing line the

reservation as it exists today
is about sixty five miles long tronafrom easteasi
to west ana about forty miles wide
from north to south containing in
round numbers about two mil-
lions of acres there are about
one hundred and fifty thouthousandeane
acres ofet good agricultural jan
lying in the locality between
the uintah sudand DucheduchesneDuc besnesine rivers out
off from lake fork by high broken
ridges one third of this tois embraced
in the high bench already mentioned
one third in a lower bench surround-
ing the upper bench like a terrace the
other being bottom land along
uintah and duchesne rivers

there are about acres of agri-
cultural landon the ulfdifferentferent branches

of lake porkfork consisting of bottom
and bench lands someome very good but
onOD the whole not as level as the fore
going this makes in all one quartetquarter
of a million of acres of farming land
contained in that portion of the reser-
vation theshe indiansindiana propose to keep
the other three quarters of a oaftilonfilon
consist of high mountain grazing
lands some of which Isin excellent and
embracing fine budlesbodies of timber but
there are also some low worth-
less and lower bad lands
on thehe upper duchesneDuc besne and lower
strawberry rivers are perhaps twenty
five thousand acres of good farming
lands consisting of benchesbeaches and bot-
toms on the southmouth side of the da
bobsene to green river are perhaps
one hundred thousand acres more
making one hundred and twenty fivelave
thousand acres in all or one of
that portion of the reservation the in-
diansdeans propose to sellsel the other seven
eightheighths consist orof first class grazing
lands torfor both summer and winter use
embracing the two strawberry valleys
thebe larger of which hasban an area of

about twenty five thousand acres and
the smaller about seven thousand acres
all these figures it must be under-
stood are approximate in this connec-
tion wew would mention that the south
boundary of the reserve as established
by the earlier survey of dubois and the
last survey of oakes embraces a small
narrow valley which drains directly
into green river the executive order
chion created the reservation waswa
made and based on the treaty with the
indians otof 1863 which declared that
allail the water sheds drained by the
uintah river and its tributariestributaries should
constitute the reservation the sur-
vey embracing the above valley is
therefore to that extent erroneous and
unjust to the citizens of this state
should a straight north audand south
line be agreed aponto divide the reser-
vation which has bedobean talked of to
some extentsextent it would be well for the
state totn insist that this south boundary
be re surveyed in accordance with
the provisions of the treaty theth
valley in question embraces about
twenty thousand acres of good farm-
ing land which can be readily irri-
gated from strawberry crookcreek or du
obelnechamne river

the following are some of the eleva-
tions otof the country embraced lain the
reservation

main strawberry valley feet
boveabove sea level

little strawberry valley feet
above pea level

upper duehesne valley feet
above sea level

mouth of rookbock creek feet
above sea level

white book agency feet above
sea level

of strawberry creekscreek
feet above sea level

mouth of lake fork tealfeet above
sea level

mouth of uintah river feet
above sea level

thosethese figures show elevations al-
most identical with those otof sanpete
audand castle valleys these lostlast named
valleys are about sixty miles further
south but this is more than oommen
sated by the protecting influences of
the mountains surrounding the aln
tahtab valley country the above figures
also show the great faufall or slope olof thothe


