THE DESERET NEWS.

TWELFTH GENERAL EPISTLE
Of the Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints, to the Saints in the Val-
leys of the Mountains, and those scattered
MMHM&:MGREETING

BELOYED BRETHREN:—

Under the blessings of an overruling Providence for our

preservation, we have renewed obligations of thankful-
ness and praise to our Father in heaven, whose protecting
€are has turned aside the shafts of death, and sheltéered
us, a8 with a mantle, from the scourges and devastations
which have been poured out upon the earth.

We have truly realized that His power has been over us
for good,and that these distant vales have thus far proved
a safe retreat, wherein the saints have found quiet,health,
prosperity, and peace, while the indignation of the Lord
has partially visited the nations. Our hearts are full of
‘oy when we reflect how kindly the Lord has overruled
sceming evil for good, and turned the wrath of man to his
pralse, by delivering so many of his saints from wicked
Babylon, and from the power of their enemies, before
$heeo scenes of woe , confusion, and distress spread desola-
tion and affliction over the earth, At the same time we
feel anxious for those faithful saints who are still obliged
to walit for deliverance in the midst of such fearful calam-
tles,

The Indications of the times and seasons, as they rapid-
ly roll, are truly fulfliling the words of the anclent proph-
et, that ‘the Lord has decreed a consumption upon the
whole earth.’ 1Inthe dispensation of the last days,we are
truly gratified with the faithfulness of the Elders in going
forth to prociaim the fullness of the Everlasting Goepel
to the children of men.

Although a great work yet remains to be accom-
plished, stlil it has been carrled to the most distant por-
slons of the earth; and been preached tomany of the prin-
cipal nations in their native tongue, In North America,
and Great Brifaln it has been extensively preached and

published. It has been preached amd published in the
French, German, Ttallan, Danish, and Welsh languages.
It1s also translated, and ready for publication in the
Hawallan language,and will probably be published the (n-
sulng season. In addition o the foregeing, it has been
preached to the Spanlards, Norwegians, Swedes, Iceland-
ersy and the Inhabitants on the Danube, the N iley the In-
dus, and the Ganges. It hasbeen freely offered, by the
Rldersof Israel traveling witbout purse or scrip, to all
shese nations, and to the people of Malta, Southern Af-
rica, Ceylon, Slam, Australta, the largest and most popu-
lous of the Pacific isles, and to many other nations and
people in thelr native language. Among all to whom the
gospel has been proclaimed It has found more or less of
Israel; but it is worthy of remark that in those countries
which were favored with the gospel in the early ages of
ehristianity, that had the testimony of Jesus and his Apos-
tles, we find the grossest darkness and Idnlltrf, and the
least susceptibility to the principles of ‘our holy religicn,
while among the more cnlightened portions, such as
Western Europe, the English settlements in  Australia,
end America, and in the United States, it Is more readily
recelved by the honest andsincere enquirer arter truth.

The Missions during the past year have been mﬁllr
successful. We have recilved Intelligence from Australia
which shows a eonsiderable Increase of numbers,and a con-
stantly increasing inquiry after a knowledge of the truth.
From Br. Jesse Haven, who 18 still presiding and pricach-
Ing in Cape Colony, we learn that quite a branch bas been
ralsed slnce his arrival, mostly among the English Set-
tters,

At Ceylon the misslonaries were badly treated, and were
soon obliged fo leave the Island. In Slam they have been
permitted to remain, but have made very little Impresston,
except among the English, a few of whom have embraced
the gospel.
charge of Br’s Luddington and Savage nnder the presiden-
€y of Bishop Nath. V. Jones, whose location s at Calcut-
ta. In this place also, as well as Bombay, Burmal, and

the Northern provinees of India, small interest has been
awakened, and that mostly amoug the English; but the
majority of them being soldiers in the British Army, the
Officers frequently probibit thelr attending the meetings,
or In any wise associating with the Saints. They also used!
a veéry powerlul Interest against our brethren in all their
labors, even with the natives. In Hamburg, and in
several of the European States, our Ellers have [re-
quently been imprisoned, and finally banlshed from thelr
dominione. Bat in all of tnose places the word has been
gown, «nd the native brethren, who have a rightto re-
maln, are preaching and teaching, as eopportunity occurs,
there by laying a foundation which will eventually result
favorably to the cause of Zion, by opening the way for the
épread of the Gospely, und breaking asunder the bonds of
bigotry, superstition, and darkness, which have so long

enthralledthe earth.
In England, Scotland, the Orkney Isleg,Ireland,Switzer-

land, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, the Channel Islands,
some portions of the United States, the British Provinces,
and the Pacific Isles, the work has been, and is prosper-
ous, continually adding to the Church, and opening new

and more extended ficlds of labor,
In gur own Territory we hiave been blessed with health,

peacey, and prosperity unequalled. Crops matured, and
were more plentiful than ever Lefore in these valleys,
although much damage was done by grasshoppers in the
month of July, and there was hard frost and fee on the
30th of May, and the 15th Oct. It is the first time since
we gettled in these valleyk, that we could say there was a
surplus of grain éd for the inhabitants, and although
an unexpected,unusunaly and large amount has been drawn
for theU.S.troops who quartered among us during the win-
ter, from the 2nd of Sept. to the present time, we still
believe there will be an abundance to last unill replenished

by another bharvest,
Our public works have steadily progressed. The adobie

wall around the Temple Block has been completed, and
& large amount of the stons coping prepared and
some put on. The Endownient bouse on the Temyle Block
ls finished, and a large share of the Temple founcation is
ield, The Sugar Factory, on Big Kanyon Creek, has been
put into operationyand the South wing of the State House,

at Fillmore City, is in progress of completion,
The Seventies have built a commodions hall which has

been very constantly occupied during the wiatery although

1t wag not bezan to be built until the 13th of August.
Country and City improvements have bheen extensive,

astonishing every beholder with the eminent suce2ss and
preapecily whioh have attended all our exoriions. How

This Mission has been in the Immediate .

truly may we attribute all these blessings to that kind
Father who has slielded us from our enemles, and ghow-

ered down his blessings upon us. He has caused the
Earth to bring forth, in its strength, the grain and rich
fruits thereof for the sustenance of man. The elements
have also been propitious, and the molstening nurture of
the ¢early and latter rains’ has not been withheld; neither
have the mountain Streams failed to furnish their usual
supply. There has also, a much greater supply of goods
been brought into the Territory, than heretofore, for which
however the demand seems constantly increasing, altho’
large amounts of clothing are manufactured by the peo-
ple. Home manufactures and productions have been a
part and portion of our domestic economy, and should be
practised by every Saint., It is the only path in which
we can walk with any assurance of securing our freedom,
and of perpetuating that liberty which we Inherit, as a
rich legacy, from our ancestors and our God,

Our Holy Religion brings us in contact with long estab-
lished errory, and the traditions of centuries, which are
prevalent throughout the world; hence are we necessarily
a peculiar and separate people, whose best Wnterests and
and preservation depend upon union and self-dependence,
upon practicing virtue, industry, and sobriely, and mani-
festing our faith by our works in magnifving our Priest-
hu-'ud, and in serving our God by keeping ourselves pure
and unspotted in this wicked and adulterous genzration.

For this cause we gather out from the world, and for
this cause we ehould rely upon our own skill and ability
to producey, from the native elements, every article of
food, and ralment necessary for our use, or comfort.

Brethren be wise, and rschew foreign productions asar-
ticles not suitable or degigned for Israel, and draw your
supplies from nature’s great storehouse, the rich and
abundant though undeveloped, resources with which we
are surrounded, and which are clearly within our grasp.

As wickedness, discord, and confusion centinue to pre-
vall and increase upon the earth, the Saints will discern
that the time is not far distant, whien they will probably
be obliged to pursue this course for their own salvation.
How much easler then for them to be preparing when
surrounded with peacs and prosperity. How much belter
to do what Is proper, and necessary to be dones under the
inost ravorable ¢ircumstances than to wait until stern ne-
cessity compels. We gay then, to the Brethren and Sis-
ters in all thege valleys of the mountains, learn now, to
make your own clothing, and encourage the home manu-
facturer and producer; and let those who intend to come
here to reside bring all manner of labor-saviung machin-
ery, and such articles for its copstruction as cannot be
readily procured here. Also bring cotton and t asel seed,
and seeds for raising all kinds of wvegetable dyestufl, and
all kind of fruit and flower seeds, also grafts, and grape
cuttings; procure and drive the best kinds of stock. And
let those who huve the things now named preserve them
with care,y that the best of all kinds of fruit and stock may
b: coltivated, and the poorer gqualities improved, that in
our midst may be found an abundance of everything that
will conuribute to use and comfort, or that will delight the
tye or beautlify the earth. For the encouragement of
frult growers, we merely mention the fact that, for the
last folir years, peaches have ripened upon trees growing
from sced planted Ly us, gince our location in these wval-
leys, and apple trees, have, though In less quantities been
bearing twa years, and bid fair to produce much frult the

present season.
on the 27th of June the Conferunce appointed at the

adjournment of the April conference, commenced and
was held two days, during which many misslonaries were
sent to the United*States, among whom, was Elder John
Taylor. of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles who was to
proceed to New York City, with the view of there publish-
ing a newspaper. John Smith, son of Hyrum, was cho-
8-n, presiding Patriarch over the whole Churchy and was
ordzined to that office, with all the keys and authority
therrof, on the 18th of February. This was to fill the va-
cancy which ocenrred by the death of our beloved and la-
mented Patriarchy, Fatber John Smithy, who died on the
22nd of May, 1854 aged seventy-three,

Father John 8mith was the brother of Joseph Smith,
Sen’r who was the father of the Prophet &was the first Pa-
triarch in the Church. He was succeeded in that office by
his son Hyrum, upon whom he conferred {t before his
fdeath, ard after his decease, father John Smith was cho-
seny Hyrum having no son old enough to fill the office at
that time. The respected and beloved Patrlarch went to
his rest full of days and honor, having run the race with
patience, and endured unto the end, and was lamented by
thousands upon whom he had laid his venerable hands to
confer a patriarchal blessing, by virtue of his holy. office
and Priesthood. Iie will long be remembered by the
Saints as a Father whoee blessings were counted of greal
valuey and which will remain a comfort and consolafon
throngh all the various changes of life’s pllgrimage in the
fiesh. Having suffered persecution in commeon with us
and our brethren who have gone before, he was broken
in body; and although permitted to livea few short vears
in quiet and peace in the walleys of the mountains, still
the Infirmities were upon bim which were cuused by the
many exposures, and troubles thmt_u;h which it has been
the lot of the Saints to travel; but the wvigor of his mind
and intellect remained unimpaired to the last.

Thus has another of the noble men of the earth gone to

is rest, prepared to come forth with glory. Immortality,
and eternal life, when the Kevs of the resurrection
shall be given unto the Priesthood of the Almighty to a-
guin administer its power upon the earth.

During the past year we have enjoyed tranquility with
the native tribes, having cencluded a treaty ol peace
with the Indian Chief, Walker, whom we met for that
purpose at Chicken Creek, in Juab county, on the 1lth
day of May last. We have great canse to acknowledge
the hand of the Lord in restralning these savages from
literally drenching our settlements with the blocd of the
Saints, and in preserving our brethren from utter destruc-
tion, for nothing but His almighty powcr has prevented

such a catastrophy.
Some of the Settlements seeing. and feellng by sad ex-

perience, the imminent peril they were in, have underta-
ken to partially secure themselves Ly fortifications, &c;
but we are grieved at being obliged to say that these de-
fences generally remain in an unfinlshed condition, and
many of them are of but little value. How long the Lord
will continue to extend his protecting care, and indulge
his people In such inexcnsable carelessness, and ind!ffer-
ence to his counsel and gentle admonition, remains to be
seen, 1L appears that the wvery momenlt when peace

il

agaln smiles upon us, danger is forgotten, and we at
once relapse into the same careless indifference which has
always characterized our actions in these valleys, so far
as regards our being well prepared to meet our steadfast
enemies, We say unto you, brethren, do not longer in-
dulge in such criminal neglect, do mot longer trifie with
the counsel and urgent entreaties of your brethren, but
improve the present moment of peace and prosperity for
making yourselves secure, and in preparing against a day
of trouble.

Towards the Indians continue to exercise patience,
chlritr,' and forbearance; give them your faith for their
reclamation from their low estate; pray for them, and
teach them also, that the principle of improvement and
enlightenment may possess their minds never again to be
rooted outy that they may learn the ways of the Lord
and rejolce in the true knowledge of the God of their
fathers.

We realize that the Lord has been gracious, and is an-
swering the prayers and supplications of the Euinu In their
behalf. We realize that His spirit is being poured out upon
them, and to this canse « e attribute the power which bas
restrained them from more extended and active hostilities.
We exhort you to feed and clothe them as heretofore, but
never lose an opporiunity of learning them to work, in
order to gradually teach them the way to industriously
provide for thelr own wants, a course mutually more ben-
eficial than to sustain them in \dleness, Providentially,
indeed, have we heen thrown into their midsty bringing
with us our holy religion, and vur eclvilization., As we
have been abundantly blessed with the good things of the
earth since we came, let us lmpart freely unto these de-
generate sons of Israel, of such as we have received, and
not, as Is too often the case in the conduct of the whites
towar 8 them, condescend to their level, thereby debasing
eurselves and abusing their confidence, but seck to ralse
and exalt them to us, that they may in very deed become
¢a white and delightsome people,” in whom the Lord can
take delight, even as in days of old.

Tndlan chiefy, Wulker, dled after a few day< {llness,near
Fillmore city, on the 20th of January; and the Uta s
have chosen hig brother Sen-a-rock, commonly known
among the whites by the name of Arrow-peen, to be their
chief. |

Owing to the ignorance of the Indians, and to thejr
having so little v nderstanding of the nature and obliga-
tions known to civilization, the laws have scldom been en-
forced against them. However, in the case of the un-
provoked murder of two of the boys of bishop W eks, of
Cedar valley, while engaged in getting wood and poles
from the kanyon, two Indiang, the principal actors In that
scene were hung on the 16h of last Seplemnber; baving
been tried and convicted before the U. 8. Distriet Court,
the Hon, Judge Shaver presiding.
the massacre of Capt. Gunnison and party by the Pah-

van-{¢ Indians, in the fall of 1863, a numb r of them

were tried at Nephl before the Hon. Judge Kinney of the
U. 8. District Court of that district, which resulted in
three of them being convicted of murder in the second
degree, and they were sentenced to the extent of the law
of the United States in snch casés made and provided.—
In this case, we understand that there weére many extenu-
ating clrcumstances which appeared to mitigate, on the
part of the Indians, the perpetration of this horrid mas-
sacre. It was a timeof war between the whites and the
Indiane, and this particular band had just previously
suffered the loss of one of their chief men by a party of
white emlgrants, who killed him while passing through
their country, without even a cause of provocaticn. This
so enraged the Indians, that although they had not pre-
viously participated in the war, they stralghtway com-
menced gathering up their forces to come againgt the set-
tlements. and to join the other Indians already engaged
in hostilities, It was at this moment that Capt. Gunni-
son and party arrived In their country, while prosecuting
his duties In exploring a location for a rall way across the
continent, thus furnishing them that opportuvnity for re-
tallation wlhich they were so earnestly seeking, and which
was so fearfully visited upon the innocent., This should
prove a lesgon to all travelers who wantonly shoot the Tn-
dians; for though they may pass in safely, peradventure
the very next traveler mav fall vietiims,2s a consequence of
{helr incongiderate and worse than savage barbarity. All
persong having knowledge of law, and at the same time
treating the Indians so Mmhumanly, should be held respon-
gible for the results of their acts; which, as in the case of
the lamented Gunnison, are almost certain to be visited
on the first opportunity, upon some who were entirely

unconnected with the aggression.
It cannot be expected of the Indiane, in their present

low, and ignorant condition, with all their traditions and
ferocious natures upon them, to understand and act In ac-
cordance with the provizions of law which they never had
the least knowledge of, nor any opportunity for obtaining
such information. Therefore it becomes those whopro-
fexs civilization to set them an example, and not, while
pretending to execute luw upon them, he more brutal and
murderous than they are with each other. Let all such
pirsons conglder these racts and act wisely, lest the blood
of their victims be found wupon their own gkirts; and
brethren, be careful lest you also trample npon the ““gi] and
the wine,” make shipwreck of your faith, and lose your
galvation in the kinzdom of our God.

At the October Conference several of the brethren, who
had been absent on foreign missions, were present,ha. ing
returned with many :aints; and althongh the last com-
pany did not arrive untll the 28th of ()ctober, it was a
time of rejolcing with us all, but especially with those
who, heving safely passed through death and suffering,
were permitted to associate in peace with those having a
common faith with themselves, and to listen to the in-
structions of the servants of God in Zion. Ewery coun-
‘enance beamed with joy, and nothing occurred, during
the three days which the Conference lasted, tom r,orin
the least disturd the pesce and unity which universally
prevailed. Elder Horace 8. Eldredge was chosen to take
the place of Jedediah M. Grant as one of the geven Pre-
sidents of the Seventies,

Since the October Confercnce, but little has occurred
differing from the usual routine of our business,

The winter has been unusually mild, and work has pro-
gressed in many respectsy almost as, well as in the sum-

mer,
The Legislature held their nspal session of fnrtr days,

and adjourned to meet on the second Monday in Decem-
ber next, in the new State House in Fillmore City.
Varions assoclations for religivus, literary, and eclentific

Again, in the case of

purposes have been formed, and much useful instructiom
has beem lmparted, as also in many evening and day
schools, which have generally been kept In operation dar-
ing the winter, in all the wards. Amupsements have alse
had their time and place, and, with the exception of a
little disturbance caused by a few disorderly U. S. troop:,
a general time of qulet; good ordery and peace, has pr.~
valled in all the settlements,

In accordance with their respective appointments, Rider
John Taylor repaired to New York,Franklin D. Riechards to
Liverpooly, Erastus Snow to St. Louis, Orson Spencer te
Cincinnatiy, and Parley P. Pratt to California.

Owing to the irregularity of the Eastern mail, we haw
but litile Information coneerning thelr success; but hawe
learned that a stake has been established at 8t. Louis, and
that a newspaper called the “Luminary,” is published
weekly. We have not yet lvarned whether other sizkes
have been established, or whether other papers have been
published; though a press has been obtained in California
which will be put In operation the ensulng summer, under
the charge of Elder Geo. Q. Cannon.

Elder Amasa Lyman still Jabors at San Bernardina,
Californiay and the remainder of the Twelve Apostles are
at pres nt with us, labering as opportunity cccurs in the
various settlements of Utah. Eld'r Geo. A. Smith is stii
*ngaged on the History of Joseph Smithy and will in a
few months, probably, have it finished and ready for the
press.

At this April Conference just adjourned, the reports and
exhibits of the financial afMairs of the Perpetual Emigras-
ing Fund Co., and of the Church were fully presented,
frcm which 1t appears.that the capital stock of the P.

igrating Fond Co.,amounts to §71,006 14 2-4 although
scarcely a dollar of it 1s at present in avallable means that
can can be used for the purpose of emigrating the poor
#aints. This arises from those wlho are In debt to the
Furd neglecting to pay for thelr em'gration. There o
now owing to the Fund, from this source alone, about fif-
ty seven thousand dollars, which, If 1t could be realized th
avallable means, would very much Increase the operations
of the company, and assist many thonsands to come, wha
are looking and praying for deliverance through this source.
By every light in which it ean be viewed, the brethrea
who have been assisted by this Fund, for their own, for
their brethren’s, and for the kingdom?®s sake, should can-
cel their obligations thereto. The subject of emigrating
the poor saints, taking them from the overpopulated dis-
tricts of the clder countries, where, with their vimost
labor, they cam gcarce jJrocure subsistance, and where
lack of employment frequently renders life itself precar-
fous, and bringing them to a land where Ly industry they
can soon acguire a competence, and rise jn tRe scale of
intellectual existence; commends itsclf to all the Salnta,
and is worthy of thelr faith and most active benevolenoe.

The reports of the financial affairs of the Church show
that the resources have been generally Invested in build-
ings, and making publie improvements, such as the Ooun-
cil and Endowment Houses, Tabernacle, wall around the
Temple block, store honseg, Temple, &e. In order to suce-
cessfully prosecute our business, we find it neceesary fe
have a considerable amount of active capial to enable na
to furnish materials; and supply clothing and articles
necessary for those who are constantly engaged in the
public service,

The tithing rurnishes our resources for all of our pubMe
improvements, and this s generally paid In grain, vegeta-
bles, stock, wagons, labor, and other property, and Dud
very little In anoneyy, and with the exception of what s
necded for the use of the men employeidly has to be tarned
inte cash to procure fuch other grticles as are neocessary
for properly prosecnting business. The constant invest-
ment of the funds of the Church In permanent Improve-
ments, trouble of changing, and delay In converting into
cach, sometimes unavoldably Iinvolve us In debt; but
the brethren will be faithful and punctual in paying their
tith'ng in kind, it will relieve us of all embarrassment,
and furnish suflicient fur all the necdful purposes fur
which it 4s used.

Brethren. as yon wish to hasten the building of a Tem-
pley, and the rolling forth eof the work of Zion’s King,
put your shoulders to the whe-l, render effective aid to her
canse, and make her interest your own. Remember thas
all youdo to favor Zion ia only favoring your own inter-
erest, that it {s for yourselves that vou are laboring and
toiling In the kingdom of God; rejolee therefore in your
labors, and consider the reward which is laid up at the end
of the race. It ghould be deemed a blessing as well as
duty, to have this privllegé. No greater favor could be
bestowed upon this people than they enjoy In havinga
part and lot In this matter, In being the humble instro-
ments in the hands of the Great Jehnvah,y in Lringing to
pass His purposes upon the enr-.h. in these the last days,
in being the recipients of the eternal truth, light, and
knowledge emanating from Ieaven’s Kingy, In whomn M
all excellence, power, and glorv.

Incomparable delight and happiness fiil the soul of the
faithral sainty who has the testimoeny of Jesus and the
fpirit of the living God to entighten his understanding.—
Happiness supreme amd love divine fiil his bosom, as he
seeks to Impart the gladsome intelligence to his fellow
specles, that they also may be partakers with him ia the
glorions cause, and share in its blessints. Thus our Holy
Religion obsorbs every feellng, desire, ambition, motive
and action of our natures, and renders every assocliation
in life tributary theretoy it forms the wvitality of our very
existence; it enters not only Into our spirituil but also into
temporal vrganization, and controls us in all our affaire.
This is true of every persen who has tasted the good word
of life, has recelved the Holy Ghosty and conlinues to
walk in the light, and be led by s gentle infilnence. This
i# salvation in the kingdem of God, it is glory celestial,
and exaltation. This is the work that makes angry the ad-
VErsarys who fears the overthrow of his kingdom and
power upon the earth, that causes satan to rage and
seek to destroy the Saints of the BMoest High, as he did in
the days of Jesns and of hir aposiles and followers.

Hence the persecutions and martyrdemy which wasted
the faithful {rom the earth, and caused the apostacy, of
ithe ancient church. The world overcame amd destroyed
them, and seeks to overcome and destroy us. for they are
actnated by the enemy of all rightecusness, the arch de-
ceiver, who desires the overthrow of the work of Ged.—
Therefore brethren, be on your guard, be faithful in prayer
and watchfulness, in faith and good works, lest yon enter
inio temptation and darkness comes upon you; lest yom

get bewlldered amnd led astray, and unwarily imbide am



