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the Spirit of God to me that 1 should
recover. 1 bear testimony to you that
God lves, and I know i{t. I bear testi-
mony to you that Jeésus is the Christ,
the Redeemer of the world. I bear
teptimony to you that Joseph Smith
was a Prophet of God. 1 pray that
God may lead us one and all by the

iight and inspiratlon of His Spirit, and  smelting or any other treatment.”

1 ask it in the name of Jesus. Amen.

MILLIONS IN MANGANESE.

Panama, March 10, 1898,

The biggest enterprise on the 1sthmus
of Fanama, outside of the canal and
the Panama rallroad, is, the manganese
mine which- has been lately opened up
by Baltimore parties on the Atlantic
coast about forty mlles above Colon.
This company Is now shipping from
2 000 to 2,000 tons of pmmnganese a
month, and they Have, I am told, over
100,000 tons in sight, and are discovering
" new deposits right along, At the pres-
ent cost of working their mine, a hun-
dred thousand tons will net them more
than a million dollars, and this is, it is
said, just the beginning of their work.
Manganese 18, you know, one of the
rarest of metais. It is used in making
fine steel and 18 needed in the manu-
facture of armor plate and gun forg-
tngs, as it makes the metal tougher
and more flexible, There is a little
manganese found In Virginia, Georgia
and Arkansas, but Mr. J. M. Hyatt,
the assistant superintendent of the
mines here, tells me that we annually

produce only about 15000 tons, while '

umption is 150,000 tons, The

our cons

remnainder we buy from Russia and
elsewhere. bManganese costs, according
to quailty, from 314 to $15 per ton. It

lies here in & great lump or deposit on
the top of & mountaln, and is mined
much like iron. Mr. Hyatt says it
costs the company only about $4 per ton
to get out the ore and land it in Balti-
more, so that there is a clear profit of
%9 or 310 o ton, or, at the present ship-
ments, of from $27,000 to 330,000 a
month. WIthin the past year and a
half thls company hag shipped 24,000
tons, and it is now only two years
since jt got possesslon of the property.
The company iz capitalized at $200,000,
and the chief stockholders are John K.
Cowen of the Baltimore and Ohle rail-
road, Mr, Woods, the president of the
Maryland Steel company, and Henry
Parr of Baltimore,

The story oiI the mine ag told to me
oda as follows!
¢ "‘.[tyvs'is dlscovered,” mald Mr., Hyatt,
by a gpaniard, who showed speclmens
of the ore to & man named Popham,
who was a United@ States inspector of
eustoms at Colon, Popham went to
see jt. He did not then know mangan-
ese from stove blacking, gnd had no
idea whether the stuff was wortb any-
thing or not,
ever, to New York and every one told

him that if there was much of the stuff

it was better than a gold mine, He in-
terested the Baltimore parties, and they
gent experts down to examlne the
property. Their report was that there
were several thousand tonsa in sight,
and a company was at once formed
to buy the mine and develop it. This
was two years ago. We now have nine
miles of rallroad running from the port
Nombre de Dlog, where our wharves
are, to the mlines. We have put up
works and are now employlnz about
300 men. The. superintendent of the
mine 18 E. B, Willams of Connecticut.
He has charge of the work= and 1 at-
tend to the railroad and shippine™

“IFow adid it come that the mine was
not discovered sooner?' I asked.

“T don’t know,”” was the reply. "There
were great boulders of manganese ly-
ing on the top of the ground, but I
suppose such proepectors ag saw them
were looking for gold and had no idea
that the stuff was of value.'”

#]s the mining very difficult 7"

He took specimens, how-,

‘‘No,’”’ was the reply. '""We blast down
the ore with dynamite and load It into
buckets which run by gravlty on an
overhead cable line down %o the cars
at the foot of the mountain, the loaded
"buckets carrylng back the empties as
they go down. The ore sells in the
‘shape that we take [t out without

“Are there other deposits In the game
region 7'" .

"1 think there are/' sald Mr. Hyatt.
"We have bought all the land in sight
and have prospectors out all'the time.
We have discovered some new deposits,
but nothine like the first one, In this
‘deposit we have already gone down 140
feet and are not yvet at the bottom., At
the top of the mountaln the body of
ore is about 150 feet thick, but It widens
aB it goes down and we don't know how
thick it 18" o

| 1 took a ride with the superintendent
over the Panama railroad yesterday.

This road i3 one of the best paying
Ipleces of property In the world. 1t has
'made blg fortunes for its owners in the

past and todpy its receipta are far in
rexcess of Its expenditures, What would

you think of paying 3200 to ride from

New York to Boston, or $450 for a first-
, class railroad ticket from New York
to Chicago, 31,000 to go from the At-
lantic to Halt Lake City, or $1,600 to be
earried over the fron tracks acroas the
continent to San Francisco? 8Such a
rate would be about 50 cents per mile,
and this ism just what the Panama
Railroad company received for every
passenger it carried for more than
thirty years of its existence. The
length of the road Is fortv-seven miles,
and the fare up until 1889 was 325 In
gold. Al -through passenger$ on ithe
New York steamers who have tickets
for Panama are now charged $10 in
gold for thls rallroad trip, and the local
fare from Colon to Panama is $4 In
gold, but the baggage rates of § cents a
pound make this much higher, as only
fitteen pounds are allowed free.

The Panama rallroad 18 emphatically
an Amerlcan Institution. though the
majority of the stock is8 now in the
hands of the Panama Canal company,
being, In fact, about the only valuable
| asset the company has. ‘The road was
bullt by Americans and today all of Its
| officials, Including the ticket agents,
conductors and engineerg, come from
the OUntted States. It Iz a golden monu-

ment to American pluck and energy.

The concession for It was granted to an

American syndicate in 1850, and this
ineluded all the rights of way across
the Isthmus of Panama, which 18, as I
told you, 400 miles long. No one can

make even a wagon road acrosg the;
_isthmus without this company’s per-
' mission, and so far no road of any kind
has been attempted, As we went over
) the railroad Colonel S8haler, the super-
intendent, told me that the natives
whom we found walking or riding on
the edge of the track, were able to do
I so only by the sufferance of the com- |
pany. The original grant gave the
company atl the public lands on the
ting of the track, and provided that the
i ports of Panama and Colon were to be

free ports. This last 13 the case today.

The orgginal concession was for only
forty-nine years, but It hag since been
extended, with some. modifications, to
ninety-nine years, during which the
company paysa the government 3$250,000
ia Year for the privilege.

It took five years to buitd the road.
When it was begun the isthmus was a

miasmatic wilderness, and the line ran
through the sBwamps and along the val- ¢
leys of the Chagres and Rio Grande
rlvers, crossing the mountaln range at
an elevation of 268 feet. Forty-gseven
miles of such road could he easily and
comparatively cheaply bulit in the
United States, Here It cost. by the time
, It was completed, $8.000.000. It began
| to earn money as soon as the first few
Im}lea of track were laid, and when.the

road was opened for traffie, in 1855, it
had already received over $2,000,000 for
transportation, and within four years
its earnings were more than its original
cost, and the owners were walking on
velvet. During one year it carried
1,200,000 passengers, receiving $30,000,000
from that source alone, It has carried
as much as §00.000 tons of freight in a
vear, and within twelve years atter it
wag finished $750,000,000 worth of specle
passed over it on Its way from San
Francisco to New York. It got all the
gold passengers of the early ‘50s who
cropsed the isthmus, and made them
pay heavily {for carrying thelr gold
mining outfits in addition to tle $25
fare.

Even at these rates the trip was a
cheap one, for it shortened the danger
of the fevers which often caught these
gold hunters who crogsed on foot. The
ride by rall is lesa than four hours. By
mule or on foot it took two or more
days. The heailth of the isthmus,was
then worse than it is now. Durlng the
building of the road the company ran
a funeral train, and it iz said that there
were more deaths than there are tles
in the entlre line, I wap talking yes-
terday with an Ameriean who ran the
funeral train. He says they put the
dead in rows, plling one row crosswise
on the top of that beneath it, until the
big hole made for the day's burlal was
nearly filled, when earth was thrown
In to fill up. One thousand Chinamen
were fmported for the work. Within
a month a number of them had dled,
and hundreds of the remainder com-
mitted suiclde, so that the statlon
where they worked is now called Mato-
chine, which means KXKIill-Chinaman,
We brought down a Brooklyn boy with
us who has the job of station agent at
this place. 1 would not take the place
for the jsthmus, I met yesterday a
graduate of the Boston school of
technology, who has come here to work
on the railroad, He told me he received
$150 a month, which was better than
he could do in the states, but that he
had just gotten up from an attack of
malarial fever, I met a Baltimore man
—a Mr.Hodges—who 18 employed in the
general offices, who told me he had had
a slege of yeilow fever last Year, and,
in short, T have found but few Ameri-
cans who have not been fever-stricken

at some time or other during their
stay here. Many of them sey, how-
ever, that the isthmus !8 no worse

than some of our southern ports, and
that if one takes good care of himself
there 18 not much danger. I am told
that of all the forelgners, Amerlcana
stand the climate best, Engllsh next,
then French, and then Ifalians.

The ride across the isthmus ia a de-
lightful one, The country after yon
pass the few miles of lowland on the
Atlantic slde rises into many wooded
hills, and the distant views make you
think of the forest-covered rolling iands
of the United States rather than of the
tropics. There are few palm trees,
though you now and then pasqy a
banana plantation. You go by villagea
of thatehed huts and the bufldings of
the eanal people are everywhere to be
seeén. The ronad runs very smoothly
and the track 18 well kept. It is a fAive-
foot gauge equipped with llgnum vitae
tles and fifty-six pound ralls. These
ties are about the only oOnes, except
fron. which will withatand the attach
of the wood-eating ants whieh are
found here. They are from trees so
small that a tree seldom furnishea more
than one tle, and the wond Ias g0 hard
that snikes cannot be Arlven Into It
Holea have to be hored for every bolt,
apd this extra 'work makeg the tieg ex-
penglve, kach one enatr ahout £1.80 in
sftver, The telegraph polea are of fron.
All of the rolling stock comes from the
Tinited Rintes, 'The sunerintendent's
private ohservation car. In which we
rode, wag made In Wimington and
snme of the locomotves came from
Philadelphia. The (irst-class cars have



