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hawe dialect from those inthe
steni9 teni parts of theahe empire the pro
maceV ce di cunnan isir saidsaid to have twenty
different dialects and the peoplecoplaej while

care a ggreatreat deal tor their own
homesawes and for0 r their families have no
uteirestst inin the government and support

onlyyasy AS a necessary evil the family
and the clan form the basis of chinese
seclesocietyty A great number of the punish-
ments of the empire are inflicted by the
jamily and most disputes are settled
without recourse to the courts family
ties are closer in china than anywhere
else isid the world if a man makes a
fortunelor tune ahre forty second cousins from all
parts of the empire swoop down upon
bunbim and he has to support and help
them itif a maniman gets a position he is
supposed to take his own family in first
in the choosing of the subordinates
andd nepotism reigns supreme I1 met
while I1 was in canton the jay gould of
china his name is how qua and he
ajis worth he was keeping

relatives and his sisters and his
cousins and his aunts to the third and
fourth generation were sucking the life
blood out of his big income hee was I1
judge about forty years old and as an
instancetance of how strong family authority
inu he obeys his mother today in all
matters of society obligations and upon
being asked by consul seymour to
dinner not long ago he replied

1 I dont know whether I1 can go or
not I1 must go first and ask my
mamma

I1 afterwards met his mamma she
was an old lady whose eyes shone as
brightly as the diamonds which decora-
ted her cap and whose feet were no
bigger than the fists 0off a baby she
ruled the whole of Hhowow rela-
tives and she was proprobablybably the head
of the howqua clan

these clans of china are very much
like those of scotland every family
keeps its pedigree and the reason why
the chinese want to be carried to their
own country is that they will be buried
with their families the clans have th
feuds injustsas1t like some of the mountain
families of Xenkentuckytucky and they lay for
each other with bows and guns every
family has its ancestral hall in the town
or village near where it lives where all
the different members of the family meet
and worship their ancestors the mem-
bers of a clan combine together to
punishunish those who have injured thefamilyfamily and there are said to be families
who make a business of blackmailing
and stealing there are in all china
about clans and the or

which make up the chinese
people belong to these

the secret societies are run however
independent of the clans and the koloacoloa
hui is only one 0off a largea rge number of
them the oldest society in china is
the triad society known as the sam
hop wui this is said to have been
the cause of the rebellion
which lasted for years and cost china
ten million lives it sprang up in the
south and spread all over the empire
and had it not been for chinese gordon
and li hung chang the tartar dynasty
would certainly have been overthrown
the head of this rebellion was a china-
man who gave out that he was the
youngerP er brother of jesus christ and
had teenbeen sent to this world to reform
culna toethe triad society has its lodges

and there are flapflags banners and umbrel-
las connected with it it tilds Usits regu
lax Aeemeetingtinoi and it forces to
join its organization if thathey aieare biotnot
amenable to persuasion it hashhas thithe
power of life and death over its mem-
bers and the members mix their own
blood with wine and swear to uphold
the order to the death among the
punishments for treason to the ororderder
is the having the ears chopped off or
the head cut off and the divulgence of
the secrets of the order is death the
members have their own signs and pass
words you can tell it is said whether
a man belongs to the order by the way
he enters the house and I1 am told that
they stop a moment at the door and put
the left foot first in sitting down they
point their toes together and keep the
heels apart and they have a way ofof rais-
ing their trousers legs which is known
only to the brethren they are bound
to help any otof the order who get into
trouble and they have secret signs by
which they can mark ther houses so
that their families will escape in case of
revolution at dinner the arrangement
of the cups on the table allows their
callers who belong to the order to know
that they are members and there are a
thousand little things which no one else
would notice which enable them to re-
cognize each kotlieroth er

the triad society and koloacoloa hui are
very much like the highbinders of san
francisco they swear to defend each
other against the police to hide each
others crimes and they are ready to
kill for the sake of the order at the com-
mand of its leaders their mainmain griev-
ance is against the government and
they have published manifestosmani festos against
it and are doing so now some of the
chiefs of the order are said to be travel-
ing around the country as doctors and
they are carrying the news of thechinese
defeats and are gathering in members
wherever they go their motto is
drive out the tartar and it is said

that one branch of the traidbraid society
dates back to 1664 A D or twenty
years after the conquest they have
been working to overthrow the govern-
ment ever since and they have a great
hatred of anything which is not purely
chinese it is safe to say of the hun-
dreds of millions in china that outside
of the government officials there are not
a hundred thousand chinese who would
fight for the emperor ththeyi keep him
because they must have a rruleruzer

of some
kind but they know he is a tartar and
ttheyhey hhatea e hhimM in every chinese state
cacapitalpita there is a manchu army as well
aass a Cchineseinese army and the tartars are
neither admired nor loved the emper-
or in fact is like humpty he
sits on the wall and it he should fall all
of his horses and all of his men can
never put humpty up again

it will not be surprising to many
americans to know how cheaply the
government0 rement of china is run taxes arefalowerWvr perhaps than in any other

country on the globe the
principal source of revenue is the land
tax and this varies from io10 to 66 cents
an acre the emperor nominally owns
all the land but in reality the people
have as much of a right to their farms as
we have and they buy and sell their real
estate giving deeds lor the same I1
took a photograph of a chinese deed by
which a miss nary had bought some

land rtat Nanki ag aad thich he was
catr boghto hang hai td bibe
tha ame ricahrd consulatecolowit4 06daringrih my lib
with hinihim downwn the yingtse miengkiangi I1
was as bitebi as four pages of thist is newsy
papere and was covcoverederect with stampsapichinaia pays no tax on liquors and it ai
said that the taxes do not amount totb 7
cents per head of the population A
large part of the revenuere is collected
from the taxing of salt and there are
import and export taxes collected on
goods passing up and down the rivers
I1 saw customs boats everywhere antt
the river police is quite extensive the
people understand very well just howho
much taxes they ought to pay they
are thoroughly organized and anany
radical increase such as must come frobfrom
the present war with japan which ii
probably costing them a million dollars
a day isis almost certain to create a re-
volution I1 have seen different esti-
mates otof the revenues gotten by the
empire of china and in no case have
the amounts turned into the genera
government been greater than iao 11

a year this would be a amansmall
amount in comparison with the indriaindem-
nity that japan will probably demand if
she is victorious in this war and the
chinese emperor has indeed a thorny
road before him

the greatest danger arises in the
character of the chinese as regards
social and labor combinations the
government isia perhaps the only disor-
ganized part of the country every city
every state and almost every province is
packed full of different unions and all
branches of industry are banded to
gether ourour labor unions are nothing
in comparison with those of china and
the government has to bow down to
them the barbers united some years
ago and made the emperor come to
terms inin regard to the public examina-
tions for their children they had be-
fore this belonged to a rather despised
class they stand now as high as any
other people in the empire one of the
features of barbering in china is ear
cleaning each barber has tweezers
with which he pullspalls little hairs out of
your ears or trims them to suitspit thechinese like to have the backs of their
shoulders and necks kneaded after they
are shaved this takes a good deal of
time and the barbers concluded that it
kept them too busy during the holidays
the union called its members together
all over the empire they passed a law
which makesmakes it impossibleim possible for you to get
your ears cleaned during six certain
days of the year li hung chang is
great enough to slap the cheeks of therthe
chinese officials who call upon him heR
makes his generals get down on their
knees and if the emperor does not take
away his big cloth boots he will continue
to kick them out of the room hthar
would not dare however to do anything
against the union of the wheelbarrow
coolies and he has stopped some of his
greatest improvements after they havehaac
cost him hundreds of thousands ot
dollars because certain of the trades
unions objected these wheelbarrow
men are in fact one of the strong or-
ganizations of china and they are one of
the great obstacles in the way of railroad
building

the bankers of china haveahave a guild
and it depends very much upon thennthelwhether the government isis suppliedlieA


