;ea, that being where her grentest
weakness has heretofore existed. Bhe
proposes, to have a fleet suffl-
cient to protect her Baltic sen-
board apd apother strong enough
to operate in  hostile wnters,
Herability to become a great maritime
power may not now be earily checked,
The government being an absolutism,
it vnn doanything it pleases. Among
its propoeitions is one to take entire
control of all the naval shipbuilding
business of the Empire. This means
that this branch of preparation for war
is to he pushed wiLh all possible energy
and dispatech.

In the coming war the Czar Jdoes not
iotend that Russia shall be placed
In_such & disadvantageous posi-
tion as »she was io during the
Crimesan strugg!e, if it ecan be obvinted.
While she engaged the combined
armiegs of Great Britain, Fraoce and
Turkey, In the vicinity of 'Sebastopol,
Bir Charles Napler, in command of an
English fleet, effectually blocked her
commerce ol the Baltic,

It is anticipated that there will be n
commission appoloted to adjust the
Pamir affalr, but it will be out of the
question todo anything tn relation to
that matter until pext spring, Ue-

cause it wnuld be Impossible to
reach that regivn before  that
time. In the interim Russla will

doubtless he buslly engaged in estab.
Nzbing in that part of the world ap
important strategic base in case she
should enter upon her long cherished
scheme of the cobnquest. of British
Indin. It may be that next spring
wiil witness the looked-for war bet ween
the leading powers of Europe. The
optrations of Russia certalnly poiut to
sugh an event ae, tosay the least, a
probability. r

—-—

THE -ATTACK ON THE LOTTERY.

A DISPATCH from Bloux Falle, Bouth
Dakota, this morning, says that the
United Btates grand jury there have
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grand juries of other States baveubeen
frustrated.

This is a remarkable confession to
come from such a source. It does not
mean that the love for this Jottery
evncern is 80 deeply embeded in the
bearts of the people that they will not

permit it to be prosecuted, Lt s
a fact that there is an over-
whelmiig popular opposition Lo

it in nenrly every Btate in the Union.
This has been demoustrated beyond all
doubt by the repeuted tailures of that
institution to trapspiant it head-
quarters to other localities. North
Dakota, while almoet starving for
bread, reJected its bribes, and our
nezighbor on the west that makes no
bosast of Its money or morsls repellea-
the overtures of the lottery people with
equal vigor and eflect.

Ng, the infamy fs not with the peo-
ple but with lta representatives. While
a State might not be induced to sell
iteelfl for a million, soine of the indi-
viduals who unfortunately find
place in the management of the Btate
will betray it tos public enemy for a
much smaller suin. Toe lottery com-
pany could not buy a single Btate out-
right, but it bas, upon the testimony of
the Wushingtou officials, purchased
plece-meal nearly every Siate in the
Unilon whose postoffices were wanted
for the carrying on of its businesa,

The sale made in thisfashion is oot
the most deplorable of the two evils

named, but it is certainly appalling |

nevertheless. When a monster of cor-
ruption grows 8o strong that by legally
witbidrawing ita private loans from the
olrculation it can eflect the uext
thing (0 a money panie, it is an
ugly thingto get along with. It has
been said upon fnirly good authority
that the Louisiana Lottery company
could do this, and the idea is not an
unreasonable one.

But iustead of thus exercising its
power, it seems a8 a rule to prefer the
safer method of employing its funds
for corrupting small officials. Of course

returoed elghteen indictments against
the officers of the Louisinna Lottery
company, for trapsmitting its adver-
tisernents through the nails contrary |
to the law of Congress, and that the
Upited Btates mnarshal and several
deputies are on thelr way to New Or-
Jleans to arrest the offenders, who

include the president, vide-president, |

secrgtary, treasurer and directors of the

company.
The Chargee peem to have
been brought by . the depart-

ment at Wushington in the form of
‘affidavits. The explanation that the
government officials glve for choosing
the court of Bouth Dakota to handle

no one can predict the outcome of the
present proceedings. But whether
they result in sending a lot of million-
alre corruption!sts to jail or not, the in-
vestigation will bring facta before the
public which they peed to'know.

BRITISH POLITICS.

DniSPATCRES from Liondon state that
Gladstone has revised the proposed
Liberal Home Rule hill, but as the
Conservatives huve nn Irish local gov-
erpment meagure before the House,
(Fiadatone’s bill will not b known in
detail untjl thie fate of the other is de-
cided,

the case Is, that all efforts before the

Gladstone’s mensure gives the Irish

—

Leglslature fuller powers than the bill
of 1885. The Irish Parllamenpt wiil
nonsist of two houses, the aAppointment
of the judiciary will be vesteq 1p the
Irish executive, and a larger repressn.
tation from Irelapd in the Imperial
Parlinment will be mnintained. The
control of the police i8 Also ettled.

Mr. Balfour is now first lord of they
treasury and Conservative lender of
the Commons. 1t was stated that he
would retain the office ot ghief AeCre-
tary for Ireland nl_so,but that stateinent
was groundlees,

————

ABRAHAM LINCOLN NOT 4
SPIRITUALIST,

For some time past statements have
been golog the rouuds of the pews.
papers that President Lincoln was 5
Bpiritualist, and was in the habit of
holding seances in the White Houge,
The stery was set afloat by a medium
named Mrs, Calborn Maynard. Qol
Buudy, editor of the Refigio.Pj,i[omm_
cal Journal in Chieago, oflered what
he termed corroborative evidence of
Mre. Mnynard’s statement. Bundy
went 8o far aa to say that Lincolp was
advised from epirit-land to issue the
emancipation proclamatiop, Bundy l
also stated that it was a spirit medium
who first instructed Lincoln to pro-
ceed to the {ront, nod ascertaln hy per-
sonal investigation the conditicn of
the soldiera during the critiecal period
of the war.

These reporis received so mugh at-
tention from newspapers generally,
that the Washington correspondent of
the Chicagoe News called om John
Nicolay, the private secretary and in-
.imate associate of Linoeoln, for bhis
views on the matter. Mr. Nicolay has
recently published what is regarded a
good biography of Lincoln. He s
uow about sixty years of age, Jives In
Washington, D. C., and is entireiy en-
gaged in literary work, Ip reply to
the correspondent he sisted that he
dismissed the tales about Lincotn’s
apiritualism a8 idle nonsense. He was
private secretary during the war, and
resided constantly in the White House,
and he wae positive that no seances
were ever held there. To his kuow-
ledge., Lincoin never attepded &
8Seance, 8VeNn as & curiosity sveker. AS
o Mrs, Lincolo baviug openly
eapoused spirilualism after her hus-
band’s death, Mr. Nicolay attached no
significance to that, It is well known'
thnt towards the elore of her life Mrs.
Lincoln almost completely lost her
reason. Bhe had to be kept under re-
straint by guards appointed hy her
family. Whatshe espoused or advo-
cated in this conditivn could have no



