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FROM ALASKA.

Presidents Woodruff, Cannon and
Smith and party retursed from Alaska
at 9:30 thie morping (Saturday).
They left Balt Iake City on
Tuceday, Juoe 25, lor Portland,
Oregon. At that time (hey
had no program laid out ae to how
they would epend tbelr time while
absent, The object of the trlp was to
benefit Presldent Woodrufl’s health,
w ho was suflering froto insomnis. He
received rellel assoon ss he began to
reaph & lower level angd when the
party reached Portland, alth‘ough the
weather wae very¥ hot, he enjoyed his
sleep to A greater extent thau he had
previously doue. From Portland the
party proceeded to Tacoma and at
Tacoms embarked on Puget sound for
Yigtoria, Vancouver Ialaud,

While the party was proceeding
rPr'ro::i(iency had a conveisalion with
HSepator Thurstoo, of Nebraska, who
deascribed the vi2it he bad wade to
A laska and how restful aud beneficial
it had been. President Woodrufl had
long had a desire to visit Alaska aud
this conver:ation revived tae guuject
in bis miod. Butthe duay the party
reacbed Portlauu the eteamer whicn
bad been maklng recular tripe sailed
trom Tacoms lor Alsska, While on
the ateaimer en route te Victoria the
snbject of visliing Alaska was brough
ap again by the geueral manager of
the Alsska Bleamship company, Mr.
C, E. Peabudy, sug ip ap interview
he proposed favorable ter.s on
which be Wuuld thke the entire
party on the steamer Willapa tu
Alaska and returo. Thiscompaoy is
making every effort to secure palrou-
sge, Tne Wilapa itsell ts & smail
vessel and c¢an only carry a llimited
sumber o! passevgere, but i1t bhasfor
s commauder Captaln George Ruberts,
probably the most poputar men i that
Jlne of bosinees in toat ocouuntry, ab
legest the First Presidency and pariy
had ress.n to ptace the highest vs-
timnate upon him, for he left noihing
wpuone Lthat would contribute to their
comfort and bappipess and that wouly
briog 1hem Ib vlew of the grandest
scenery anu lhe most notable places by
the whole Alsskan and Britieh Colum-
bian waterr, ;

‘Che pariy remained on Vancouver
Ieland and made wvigila erould o
twelve daye Aanud the Willapa caile.
for them 8t Victeria, The eutire
trip f(rom Victeris 0o Alacka anu
park to Tacoma occupied fourisen
agays 8nd Lbe parly oubnot express
themeseslves 00 strongly concernlng
the delightful character of thy voyuge,
{dreat pll‘l'lh .wer_q‘lak_en to ba_vq M w_gllj

ity to the north the Kirs: |
ok T I'cqnnon might produce.
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supplied table and every point was vie-
{ted that bhad tbe Jlemst interest. The
veegel wap moored uirectly in front of
the Muir glucler, one of the grandest
Epectacles tbat tbhe human eye ever
witoesased. One can I1magine the
grandeur of this ecerne when it is
realized (bat the front of the glacier
te two miles long and rises from 1he
tullace of the water over two bundrey
apd fifty feel in helght and extends
below eeven hundred and filty feet,
Its length 18 one hundred and firty
miles and it nas numerous tributaries.
{t ts estimated to be greater tban the
whole number of glaciers’in Bwitzer-
land,

While In this position tbey had the
opportunity of witnessiug the fnrmas-
tion of icebervs of which (Ilacier bay ls
full. Tbousands upon tbousands of
tons of jce break off from the frout oft
the glacler and fall with tremendous’
cragb such up tbe djecbarge of many-
While the
versei [ay in irout of tbis glacier the
yonog and active members of the
purly veniured to explore the sides
and the surface of the glacier and (hey
brougbt back thriliing accounts of the
wyunderful crevasses anu caverns si
the boitom of which were rushing tor-
rents snu waterfalls,

A visit was also made to the wonder-
il glacier at the head of Takou lnlet
and in reachling tbis glacier tney bad
a very good idea given them of sailiug
in the arotic reglous ior the vessel Lau
to work its way through the iceberge,
as we read o! arcli: navi.aturs
doing with thbeir vessels in the
lcy waters of the N.rth. There was
1no opportunity to lany at this point but
the view in front of the glacler was
superiatively grund, Tnoere was what
18 termed & desd glscier to tbis in
I'akou lalet but it rurnisbhes no ice~
berge and i8 not approacnable. It is
gradually decaylug., Mauy otber iarge
glaclers wers seen by ths party, fine
viewe gf which couiu be obtalned trow
tbe deck of the veswel as Capimin
Roberis, took every paine to go us pear
points of interest as possibie.

Wnoile tbe vepsel was on ila way

obtain & supply of lav, 80 be ran up
tlose to & Jarge iceberg nnd as the ves-
sel struck it the tup toppled over an .
gava sve of the laules quite » frighi
ug they did not kuow vut wbat the gon-
siquenced mlght be ulsastrius, but
Cayptuln Roberts kuew his busiuess auyg
the purty hag the plessuré o eesing.
ibe unique spectacie nf & versel supply-
Ing ite tce oheat In the ocean from a.
iCuoerg.

In  order ahow  the

r party
everylhing  that, .oud

poesibly  be,

Teaohed, the Gapuain  ropueed o take

norih the captwin thought he woula |

Vor. LI.

the Wiilapa vp Garduoer’s inlet, a
detour of 126 wmiles out of the usual
track, and & place never vipited by
tourist steamers. The scenery at the
heau of this inlet was most sublime and
awe inapiring. At tbat polnt the ves-
sel wae drawn up at the foot of a
wutnrfall 400 teet nigh of majeatio size,
which came tumbling dowre the sideof
tbe mountain, Btanding upon the
vessel’s deck, close to where it fell
ioto the jnlet, and looklng upward as
it came roilipg down, the e(lect over-
whelmed tbe party with an indescrib.
able 1eeling of admiration. OQnpn the
return the captain drew the wvegsal up
along the side of a precipice which
roge abruptly mnd perpendioularly
from the water, excapt In pluces where
it overhung the vessel, to a belght of
1,500 feet, and theu receded a liftle Lo
dubie Lthat height. The water where
the vessel rested was no less than 1,500
feet deep. While at this point the
oame of the vessel and the date, and
aieo the ¢ipfain’s name were painted
upin the rock just above high tide
mark, These sosnes aroused feslings
of admiration sand praise for tbhe cre-
ator who had raiced such monumenta
to his yreatness and power.

Numerous porpoises and whales
wero seen duriug the voysue, some of
tbem in very close proximity to the
veseel, On several occaslons schgnls of
porpnises eported miong the side ot the
ateamer for quite a length of Lime.
While laking on & cargo of salted and
smoked salmon at Bartlett’s bay, sever-
a) of the passengers cast fishing !ines
nver the eide of the verse) with very
good sucocess. Beveral large halibut
and two young sharks were cangbt at
tbis point,

Taklog allin al), the grandeur ot the
sceueéry and the wonderfu! natures of
the chaunels snd waters through
which they psased are indesoribable,
but nll expréssed tbemeeives as having
bad s time of unalloyed enjoyment,
Presldent Woodrufi’s health was vory
good. He e¢njoyed bls sleep the moat
of the timie avd bis sppetite iImproved.
Bince leaving Portland, however, the
beat and the dust bave oppressed him
aod be nas pot feit =0 wel]l as he djd
whileun the water, The rest has besn
of great benefisto him. He has been
(ree rom care &3 pene of the party
Dave received 8 word from bome since
the 6tb antil this maerning,

A MISSISSIPPI MOB,

Tbe Elders ot the Miesisaipp) confers
ence met at Hominy Ridue, in the
Durthesstern part of Franklin geusty,

Aprill3th snd 14th. Tue Baints of
the  Frapkilu county braneh had
illabt_)ru; ipdueiriously to erect » ;meet-
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