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CORRESPONDENCE.

SALT LAKE TO SANTA FE.

HSANTA FE, New DMexico, Feb. 6§,
1894, —Btarting out on a Ltrip to Ati-
zona and Mexico, I left Salt Liake City
on the evening of Baturday, the 3rd
inst. From Qrand Juncotion I took
the Colorado Midland railway to Colo-
rado Bprings. The mouotain scenery |
along this road is grand beyonod de-
goription, af least & part of the way.
From Granod Junctlon the road bed
follows up Grand river ic the point
where Roaring Fork puts inte szaid
tiver, Atthe confluence ofithe iwo
streams, in a picturesque valley sur-
rounded on the north, east and west hy
timber-clad hills, are the celebraled
Gilenwood Bprings, where a large hotel
has recently heen erected and where
thetourist can enjoy & hot sajt water
bath in the heart ot the Rockies, From ¢
that interesting poiot the raiiroad fol-
Jows the Roaring Fork to Aspen,
thence up to Red canyon,slong the
Frying Pan river,circling the so-called
sthell gate,’” and up over the Bagunache
range ot Continental Divide,where the
road, st ao altitude of 11,528
teet, pmeseés through the Hagerman
tupnel. Thisis, I belleve, at present
the highest operating raiiroad point in
the United States, being 676 feet
bigher than Marshall pass, the alti-
tuue of whien is 10,852 feot. From the
Hagerman pass it is down hili to Liead-
ville, one of Colorado®s chief mining
towne, and, after following the general
course of the A rkansas river, the road
turos to the left over Trout Cresk pass,
soross Bouth Park, up Granite canyon
anod east over the if[ayden divide to the
Ute pass, whioh ig celehrated through-
out the land for its beautiful seenery |
and interesting natural parke. From
Woodiand park, st the heaa of Ute
pess, 8 good view is obtained of Pike’s
Penk, at the base ol which the traveler
passes through the celenrated Cuscade
canyon. Manitou, & romantic city
pestiing at the east base of Pike’sPeak,
possessus & greal nuwmber of novelties
wod attractions; and its mineral waters
have gained a world-wide fame,

_At Colorado Bprings, 601 miles by
rail from Sait Lage City, I ochanged
cars, taking the A, T, & B.F, railway
via Pueblo to Lia Juuta, a town sito-
ated away out on the plalus in a
goutheasterly direction trom Pueblo,
thenge the course is chaoged to a
sonthwesterly diregtion snd the moun-
taine are again reached atthe growing
eity of Trinidad., Then we traveled
up through the celehrated Raton paes,
through which the old Banta Fe trail
led the numetous caravans that before
the advent of the railroad brought
goods from the Missouri river—priuci-
pally from Westport, Jackson County,
Missouri—to Banta Fe.

The Mormon Battalion, on its fam.
ous murch in 1846, also entered the
mountains at this point. While the
Union Pacific railway foilows the old
Mormon Wwagon road uyp the Piatte
valley for several hundred miles, itis
zlao & matter of interest to Epnow that
the Atchison, Topeka and Banta Fe
railway follows the old Banta Fe trail
for several hundred miles—or frumn the
Raton Pass to (lorietta,.

few

‘Though I bave only spent a

hoursin this historic place, SBanta Fe,

I have already become deeply interest-
ed in it, Thie morcing early I walked

out to and climbed the hill on whlch

old Fert Marcer once stocd. The
trenches and earth wotks thrown up
by General Kearoey’s troopg] in 1846

are still seen, and from the top of thej
hill I obtained & fine view of the old:

town. Sitosled .om both pides of the
Santa Fe creek, a tributary of the Rio
@rande, the city is almost encircled by
blufle. The higher mountains lie
eastward about three miles distant.
Cedar covered blufls protect the Santa
valley proper from thenorth and west
winde, while the adjacent country on
the south is lower and guite fiat, slop-
ing gently toward the Rio Grande on
the southwest. The river is shout 18
miles distant from Santa Fe.

‘To observe the stately modern build-
ings, such us the Palace hotel, the
conrthouse, the Federal huilding, the
high school, rising tall and grand io
the midst of the numergus low flat-
roofed one-story huildings of the
Mexicans, inc¢luding tbe hunodred
yoar oid Palace, which is only ouve
story high, the visitor npatural-
ly hbecomes posgessed of strange
feelings. Here truly the improvements
of ages pastare, figuratively speaking,
ghskingz hands with the most improved
architeoture ol the nineteenth century,
thus forming one of the most unigue
and interesting pictures that any oue
can desire to gaze upon. Then there
ate the original narrow road ways,
some of them scarcely a rod wide, 1n-
termixed witu streets lald ont apcord-
ing to American taste {rom four Lo six
rods wide; and while Lhe latter are
straight and aim to tollow the cardinal
points of the compass at cousiderahle
tegularity, the old streets are crooked
and winding, and allowed to run in all
directionsa,

Qf nistorie buildings in Banta Fe the
8t. Miguel church is the cldest church
odifice in tbe United States. The usher,
whu has eharge of the building anu
who shows vigitors through it, asserts
emphatically ‘that it was erected he-
tween the years 1582 aad 1597, but
from more rehiable sources tho year
1680 seems to be nearer the fact. ‘This
old adobe structure standes on the south
side of the Banta Fe oreek in the midet
of & clustet of old Mexitan dwellings.
‘Coe interior length of the chutrch is
70 feet, the width 24 feet and the
highth from floor to ceiling 25 feet.
The walls ate from 2% to 5 teet thick.
The altar is supposed to he even clder
than the ochurgh itseif, and was
prnbahly imported from Bpain by the
miesionaries who socompaniey An-
tonioc de Espejo to America in 1582,
A very old belland other relics are also
shown, to see all of which the visiter
pays 25 ceuts. Regular services are
still held in this old eburco, and that
too three times a week, ’

Thecentral town of SBanta Fe I abould
judge covera about a mile equare, and
is built compact only in places. The
principal thorcughtare is Bi, Francis.
co sireel, & narrow lane runuing near-
1y east and west, and terminating on
the east agalost the rajsed ground oo
which theunfinished Cathohic cathe-
dral s pituated, By permiseion of a

jolly old Catholic priest, who seemed:
to enjoy his long pipe bugely, I was
permitted to look through the cathes
drai aud also through an interesting
museum connected therewlth. I have-
also vislted the splendid collection of
Indian relics, etc, in charge of the
sHistorical Boctety of New Mexico,’**
Three large apartments in the old
“palace®’ are occupied by this museum.
In this same old building are the
offices of the governor, secretary and
other territorial officers; the postoffice
is also there,

the :

I have been introduced to
secretary of the territory, ex-
Governor Prince, who is the

author of a history of New Mexico;
Max Frost, Heq.,, and other leading
men of the wvity, who have kindly
furnished me with much valuable in«
formation. Gov, Frost has a very fine
private ¢ollection of Indian relics, old
maps and a splendid library, 1

About one hundred and twenty
sgldiers, comprising companies B and
D of the Tenth infantry, are stationed
in 8ants Fe, Their quarters ate near
tha center of the city. On making in-
quiry as to why they were there, I was
frapkly apswered: *‘To help dJdrink
whisky and keep business alive in
town.’”” It wasasserted hy others that
this wae a8 near the truth as anything
could be.

Que of the peculiarities of Banta Fe
life is the Mexiean mode of importing
fuel into town. Burrvs are employed
tor this purpose, The owners take
these tough little animals into the tlm-
ber in the mountainps or on the lower
hills from five to fitteen miies away;
then cut the timber in proper lengths
tc be wused in the fire place
or stove, and load the hurros
with nll they cao carty Lo town, the
packs belng securely lashed to thelr
vacks., Saturdays thousands of ani-
mals, in droves rangiog Iirom two ot
three up to twenly or more, are seen
apptoaching the city with these odd
looking paoke, which the owners then
bawk through the town and dispose
ot at prices ranging frow 15 to 25 cents
pet pack, aorording to eize, and also
according to the status of suppiy and
demand.

Historically speaking Santa Fe is one
of the most interesting ¢ld things on
tbe western continent, Go back a3 far
a8 mManuscriptsa and semi-asuthenticated
traditions have blazed the path, and in
the unpenetrated Jungle of douote and
iniry tales that darken the early days
of North America, some hiot or ttaceof
earlysettiemeocts in NewMexico always
eludes our sight., Says & recent writer:
¢To mosat of us it is wholly new, [Until
the railroad (the mouern Alladin),
came the ‘Land of Bunshine’ (a 1avor-
ite terma for New Mexico) was essen-
tinlly foreign; atragmectol the Latin
empire stranded smong the silent
mountains atter the northward-rolling
wave 6f conguest had receded. There
remain many quuint villages of adobe
buts, in quiet suushlne valieys, un-
stirred by the echoes.of the locomotive
whistle, where people are uniformly
polite, and indifferest to the tomorrow
—where the noon eiesla is prolonged
until the shasows have appreciably
lengthened ©n the easteru glopes,
sod where Time seeins to have
hung up his sickle and hour glass.
Perhaps this is the most seneible

way to live, It is a matter of opicion,



