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SALT LAKE TO SANTA FE

FE nownew mexico feb 6
1894 starting out on a trip to ari-
zona and mexico I1 left salt lake city
on the evening of saturday the 3rdard
inet womfrom grand junction I1 took
the colorado midland railrailwayay to colo-
rado springs the mountain scenery
along thisthin road is grand beyond de-
scription aat least a part of the way
promfrom grand junction the road bed
follows up grand river to the point
where roaring fork putsduts into said
river at the confluence two
streams in a picturesque valley sur-
rounded on the north east and west by
timber clad hillsbille are the celebrated
glenwood springs where a large hotel
has recerecently been erected and where
the tourist can enjoy a hot salt water
bath in the heart of the promfrom
that interesting point the railroad fol-
lows the roaring fork to aspen
thence up to red canyon along the
frying pan river circling the so called
hellbell gate and up over the saguache

range or continental divide where the
road at an altitude of
feet passes through the hagermanHa germun
tunnel this is I1 believe at present
the highest operating railroad point in
the united states being feet
higher than marshall pass the alti-
tude of which isin foot from the
hagerman passpan it tois down hill to lead-
ville one of ColorcoloradosadVis chief mining
towns and after following the general
course of the arkansas river the road
turns to the left over trout creek pass
across south park up granite canyon
and east over the hayden divide to the
ute passpass which tois celebrated through-
out the I1landand torfor its beautiful scenery
and interesting natural darks from
woodland park at the bead of ute
pawpassi a good view is obtained of pikes
peak at the base of which the traveler
passes through the celebrated cascade
canyon manitouManMani itoutoul a romantic city
nestling at the east base of
possesses a great number of DOVnovelties
and attractions and its mineral waters
have gained a worldwideworld wide fame

at colorado barinasBp nars miles by
rail from saltbait laselaite city I1 changed
oarscars taking the A T S F railway
via pueblo to lali junta a town situ-
ated away out on the plains in a
southeasterly direction from pueblo
thence the course is changed to a
southwesterly direction and the moun-
tains are again reached at tilethe growing
city of trinidad then we traveled
up through the celebrated ratonbaton pass
through which the old santa fe trail
led the numerous caravans that before
the advent of the railroad brought
goods from the missouri river princi-
pally from westportport jackson county
missouri to santa fe

the mormon battalion on its fam-
ous march in 1846 also entered the
mountains at this point while the
union pacific railwayrail way follows the old
mormon wagon road up the platte
valley for several hundred miles it is
also a matter of interest to knoknowW that
the atchison topeka and santa fe
railway follows the old santa fe trail
for several huddhundredred miles or from the
ratonbaton pass to floriettaGJUlorietta

though I1 have only spent a few

hours in thisthin historic place santa pefe
I1 have already become deeply interest-
ed in it thisthie morning early I1 walked
out to and climbed the bill on which
old pertfort marcer once stood the
trenches and earth works thrown up
by general kearneykearneasKear a troops in 1846
are still seen and from the top of the
hillbill I1 obtained a fine view of the old
town situated on both sides of the
santa fe creek a tributary of the RIObio
grande the city is almost encircled by
bluffs the higher mountains lie
eastward about three miles distant
cedar covered bluffs protect the santa
valley proper from the north and west
winds while the adjacent country on
the south is lower and quite flat slop-
ing gently toward the riobio orandegrande on
the southwestsouth west the river is about 18
miles distant from santa fe

to observe the stately modern build
ings such as the palace hotel the
courthouse the federal building the
high school rising tall and grand in
the midst of the numerous low flat
roofed one story buildings of the
mexicans including the hundred
year old palace which isia only one
story high the visitor natural-
ly becomes possessed of strange
feelings here truly the improvements
of ages past are figuratively speaking
shakinghakingi hands with the most improved
architecture otof the nineteenth century
thus forming one of the most unique
and interestinginter eating pictures that any oueone
can desire to gaze upon then there
are the original narrowdarrow road ways
some of them scarcely a rod wide in
ter mixed with streets laid out accord
ing to american taste from four to six
rods wide and while the latter areare
straight and aim to follow the cardcardinal1 dal
points of tilethe compass at considerable
regularity the old streets are crooked
and winding and allowed to run in all
directions

of historic buildings in santa fe the
st miguel church is the oldest church
edifice anthoin the united states theTho usher
who has charge of the building anuana
who shows visitors through it asserts
emphatically that it was erected be
tween the years 1582 andacid 1597 but
from more reliable sources ththo year
1630 seems to be nearer the fact this
old adobe structure stands on the south
side of the santa fe creek in the midst
of a cluster bold0 old mexican dwellings
the interior length of the church is
70 feet the width 24 feet and the
highto from floor to coilingceiling 25 feet
the wallswalla are from Z to 5 feet thick
the altar is fitisupposed to be even older
than the church itself and was
probably imported from spain by the
missionaries who accompanied an
tonio dode espejo to america in 1582
A very old bell and other relics are also
shown to see all of which the visitor
pays 25 cents regular services are
still held in this old churco and that
too three times a week I1

the central town otof santa fe I1 should
judge covers about a mile square and
is built compact only in placesplace the
principal thoroughfarethoroughfares is st francis
co street a narrow lane running near
ly east and west and terminating on
the east against the raised ground on
which the unfinished catholic cathe
dral is situated by permission of a

jolly old catholic priest who seemed
to enjoy his looglong pipe hugely I1 waw
permitted to look through the cathe-
dral and also through an interesting
museum connected therewith I1 have
also visited the splendid collection otof
indian reliesrelics etc in charge of the

9 historical society of new mexico
three large apartments in the old

palace 1 1 are occupied by this museum
in this samename old buildingbuild lne are the
offices of the governor secretary anda od
other territorial officers the
is also there

I1 have been introduced to the
secretaryretry of the territory ex
governor prince who is the
author of a history otof new mexico
max frost esq and other leading
manormen of the city who have kindly
furnished me with much valuable in
formation gov frost has a very fine
private collection of indian reliesrelics old
maps and a splendid library

about one hundred and twenty
soldiers comprising companies B and
0 of the tenth infantry are stationed
in santa fe their quarters are near
the centercanter of the city on making in-
quiry as to why they were there I1 was
frankly answered to help drink
whisky and keep business alive in
town it was asserted by others that
this was as near the truth as anything
could be

one of the peculiarities of santa fe
lifehie tois the mexican mode of importing
fuel into town burros are employed
for this purposeee the owners take
these tough little animals into the um-
ber

tim-
ber in the mountains or on the lower
hillsbills from five to fifteen miles away
then out the timber in proper lengths
to be used in the fire place
or stove and load the burro
with all they can carry to town thothe
packs being securely lashed to their
backs saturdays thousands of ani-
mals in droves ranging from two or
three up to twenty or more are geeddeeo
approaching the city with these odd
looking which the owners wonthen
hawk through the town and dispose
of at prices ranging from 15 to 25 cents
per pack acoaccording to and atooalso
according to the statue of supplyup ayiy midand
demand

historically speaking santa fe lain onerone
of the mostmoat interesting old things on
the western continent go back asaa far
asaa manuscripts and semi
traditions have blazed the path and luin
the jungle of doubts and
fairy tales that darken the early daysday
of north america some hiat orof trace of
early settlements in Now Mexico alwaalwaysvs
eludes our eight sayssaye a recent writer
to mostmoat ofusof us it Jawi whollybolly new jnell

the railroad the modern Allaalladinaln
came the land of Sunesunshinehine a favor-
ite term fur nownew mexico was essen-
tially foreign a the latin
empire strandedstrandect among the ellent
mountains alterafter the northnorthwardward rolling
wave of conquest had receded thorthere
remain many quaint villages of adobeadoba
hutshute in quiet sunshine valleys un-
stirred by the echoesechoe of the locomotive
whistle where people artaro uniformly
polite and indifferent to the tomorrow

where the noon siesta is prolongedpro longed
until the shadows have appreciably
lengthened on the eastern slope
and where time seems to have
hung up hisbis sickle and hour glaabglaam
perhaps this is the most sensible
way to I1liveI1 ve it is a mauermatter of opinion


