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ELDER ORSON PRATT,
DELIVERED

In the Siztcenth Ward Meetling-
rooms, Nov. 22nd, 1873.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

I wiLL will read the first ten verses
of the 20th chapter of the revela-
tions
loved deciple,” while on
Patmos.

‘““And I saw an angel come down
from heaven, having the key of the
bottomless pit and a great chain in
his hand, |

‘‘And he laid hold on the dragon,
that old serpent, which is the devil,
and Satan, and bound him a thou-
sand years,

“And cast him into the bottomless
pit, and shut him up, and set a
seal upon him, that he should de-
ceive the nations no more, till the

t'hﬂ Isle of

thousand years should be fulfilled: |

and after that he must be loosed a
little season.

‘‘And I saw thrones, and they sat
upon them, and judiment was giv-
en unto them: and I saw the souls
of them that were beheaded for the
witness of Jesus, and for the word
of God, and which had not wor-
uhippeci the beast, neither his im-
age, neither had received his mark
upon their foreheads, or in their
hands; and they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years.

‘{But the rest of the dead lived not

again until the thousand years were |

finished. This is the first resurrec-

tion.
‘‘Blessed and holy is he that hath

in the first resurrection: on
such the second death hath no pow-
er, but they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with
him a thousand years.

““And when the thousand yearsare
expired, Satan shall be loosed out
of his prison,

‘““And shall go out to deceive the
nations which are in the four quar-
ters of the earth, Gog and ]
to gather them together to battle;
the number of whom is as the sand
of the sea.

““And they went up on the breadth
of the earth, and com d the
camp of the saints about, and the
beloved city: and fire came down
from God out of heaven, and de-
voured them.

‘‘And the devil that deceived them
was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone,wherethe beast and false
prophet are, and shall be torment-
ed day and night for ever and
ever.,”

In the words which I have read,

———

iven to St. John, the ‘‘be-|God and were

| says—*

| that the earth was not only immers-

ever,ison condition that we believe
in the atonement made by the Sav-
jior, that we repent of oursins, and
that we are baptized or i
in water for the re ion

deﬁﬁite information on this point.
M% thtal:, afte; thle dry lm:llzxdap}

y the gathering together o
the waters in one place, Gﬁ created
issi¢ . |a firmament, dividing the waters
That was the way with our th. m the waters—the waters that
Some eighteen hundred ntt@% ‘were above the firmament from the
sand years after the fall oure waters that were beneath. We do
was immersed in water and eév not exactly understand the meaning
sin was swept from the face of it, | of this, If we had the process of

the same as your sins were forgiven | creation unfolded to us, we should
when you acknowledged your be- ly find that many of the ma-

lief in the atonement of Son of | terlals of our globe once existed in
_ baptized by immer-|a dispersed or secattered form, in a
sion in the name of Jesus Christ for |state of ehaos, and that the Lord,
There | in collecting them together, brought

the remission of {:ll:ll‘ sins.
seems to be a similarity hhamo ar|them from a distance in the solar
as these ordinances are concerned, {system, and that in so doing, he
between the inhabitants of the earth | took his ewn time and way, and
who are saved and the earth itself; | wrought according to hisown laws,
there is also a similarity, in the pro- [for, as far as we are acquainted, the
ces of creation, between the earth | Lord works by law, and why not
and its inhabitants. The earth |create by law? I do net mean make
when created, according to the ac-|out of nothing. I hope that none
counts we have,was covered with a | of my audience will suppose for a
flood of waters; no dry land,in fact | moment that I believe in such an
no land at all, appeared, but a flood |a as this. “There is not a
of waters seemed to encom it. | hint in all'the Bible that God crea-
By and by, in the Emvi ence of | ted this or any other world out of
God, in what way we know not,this | nothitg.  The work of creation was
flood of waters was gathered togeth- | to take the materials that existed
er into one place, and the dry land|from all eternity, that never were
appeared,emerging from the waters. | ereated or made out of nothing, to

his was the birth of creation, the | take these self-existent materials
same as we are born here jand organize them into a world.

in :
world, from one element inﬁ This is ealled creation. There is,
er. After having been brought fo however, a declaration made by
from the element of water, the pro- | many religious people, that “God
cess of creation, or the further de-

_ created all things out of nothing.”
velopment of the earth continued. | They even teach it in their Sunday
It did not come forth perfect in |schools; bui they have never been
every respect at the time of birth,

able to prove any such thing. It is
it had to undergo other

]i:.ﬂem one of those ideas which have got
necessary to prepare it for t gybg ato the minds of people through
of man. It seems, from the aceotnt | the teachings of uninspired men.
contained in the first of Genesis,

The ancients—those who lived
many centuries before Christ, did
not believe this doctrine; but since
the days of Christ, and since the

days of the great apostacy, the
have t-gptheidutmﬁoci madi

ed ina flood of waters, but that
darkness was upon the face of the
earth, that is, the earth seemed to
be enclosed or enveloped in dark-

ness. The cause of this darkness, |all things but of nothing, and they
in King James’ translation, is not | have srporated it into their disci-| g
fully revealed. There is a transla- | plines, hisms, Sunday school

tion, however, that was given by
inspiration, which makes the sub-
Ject more clear and plain, and more
easy to be understood, than the un-
inspired translation that is general-
ly called King James' translation
of the Bible. This inspired trans-
lation bir the prophet Joseph Smith
the rd crea

they have published. The Secri
hlmsayﬁ"yi:' the beginning G:E;
created the heavens and the earth.”’
The word ‘‘create’’ does not mean
make out of nothing. For instance,
when he ga “I created darkness
and I created light,” what does he
do? Does he absolutely form light

|

darkness upon the face of the great
deep, and I, God, said let there be
light, and there was light, and the
ﬂvenfng and the morning were the
first day.” Thismakes it very plain
compared with the old uninspired
translation. I will repeat the gquo-
tation, “I, the Lord God, created
darkness upoh the face of the great
deep.”

1t would seem,that light had been
shining previous to this time. The

oul of nothing? No, he causes the
light that existed from all eternity
toshine where darkness existed, and
it is like ereating light, the same as
you, when you attend ing, lock
up your house and blow out the
lights. When yon return, suppos-
ing you say in yourown hearts, or
to your wife, daughter, orson, *‘Let
there be light.”” Do you create it
out of nothing? No, you look for a
match, or for some means by which

we have perhaps as much revealed | universe, probably was l{gl:t«il ‘EL you can start the light and cause it
. H “

in regard to the Millennium, as we
will find in auny of the revelations
which God has given toman. We

can understand from these words |

that a time is to come in which the
devil will have no power to tempt
the children of men, and this hap-
py period will last foroné thousand
years. There never has been a Ee—
riod since the creation, but what

the devil has had more or less pow=- | the

er or influence over the inhabitants
of our world. Such has been the

case from the day

present.

have an account, however, of a pe- | not for me to say

riod of time,when he had not much
dominion,that was in thedays of the
flood. After the wicked were des-
troyed there were eight persons in
the ark, sailing upon waters,
over whom I presume BSatan had
very little power. With the excep-
tion of this short period, in which
the earth was submerged and the
ark was sailing upon the waters,the
devil has exercised power over the
hearts of the children of men in all
ages and countries. There seems
to be a very great amount of evil
in existence at the present time,
for people are being continually
stirred up to commit all manner of
abomination — robbery, murder,
blaspheming the name of the Dei-
ty, and the violation of every com-
mand that he has ever given. There
is a time, however, to come, when
this earth will be depopulated of
the wicked to the same extent as it
once was by the waters of the flood.
The waters then made an entire
sweep of the wicked, they were
laid low,and theearth was cleansed.
We might, in other words, call it a
baptism of the earth by water, or a
cleansing of it from sin. You know
that baptism is intended for the re-
mission of sins; it is the ordinance
through which our Heavenly Fa-
ther forgives the sins of those who
believe in his Son Jesus Christ.
The promise of forgiveness, how-

that he came bes | the earth. Whether the sun shone | great waters, lon
fumi:ur first parents in the Garden | upon the face of this creation, be- A A
of Eden, until the We| fore the Lord created darkness, {3

| time of the crucifixion. During the

J

so far as it existed, and ig be exhibited, where darknesss
shone forth over the face of this.em-| was before. So when God creates
bryo ‘ereation. ‘Where that light ﬂght he calls forth and makes to
came from or how it was Ef:duwd shine that light which has existed
is not mentioned; but the Lord was | from all eternity. We read that God
obliged to create darkness in ord light. Was there ever a time that
to envelop the earth therein. Thbg d did not exist? No, and if he is
are many ways in which th.%ﬁq.igm light there never was a time when
have been aceomplished. 'ghpun Ilﬁ:t .?a:m exist, one being as
was lﬁli.::tpermit . to shine forth on | e mqe:! the other. -

, second, or third day of{. {n_ proye that light did
ereation, but on the fnurtbg:'; it { exist" Otgp re this wmgld was
was permitted to give its light te |called forth from the womb of the
| before Ged said,

Let there be light,”” so far as this
earth wasconeerned, I will refer you
. If it did,it'would | to some discoveries that have been
be an easy matter for him to with- | made by philosophers and astrono-

hold the rays of that bright lumina- | mers -of the t day. They
ry in such a manner as séemed ] have hv%w that are of
such pen g power that they

ﬁmd in his sight, the same as he.
id among the ancient Nephi have discovered systems of worlds
who dwelt on this continent at the | at g ¢h an immense distance in

space, that they calculate their Jight
would take six hundred thousand
years to reach our system. Very
well then, how long must it have
been on the journey when the Lord

three days and three nights that
our Savior was in the tomb, thick
darkness covered the face ofithis
land, so that there was no light of
the sun, neith«r of the moon, nor |said—‘‘Let there be light,” so far as
stars; and so great was the darkness | this creation is concerned? I an-
during that period, that the inhab- I_.ﬂwar that ]‘iight was traveling five
itants who had not fallen could feel hundred an ninety-four thousand
it. The Lord had some method by | years before that time; consequent-
which he created or produced that |ly light must have existed, at least,
darkness by shading the earth from | half a million years before the Lord
the rays of the sun; but by and by |said—*Let there be light,” so far us
he said, ““Let there be light,”” and | this globe was concerned.
light was again restored. In ring together the mate-
ow these two states of being in | rials that were scattered in space,
which our earth existed are called | the firmament that I was speaking
first, the evening, and second, the |of seems to have been onc of the
morning, and the evenin and the | parts of creation, necessary in the
morning were thefirstday. Whether | grand of collecting and con-
the day here mentioned was a pe-|densing the constituents of our
riod such as the one to which we |globe; and in doing this I do not
now apply that term, we are not in- | know but what some portions of
formed in the Bible; but from what |the atmospherie materials collected
has been revealed to the Latter-day | together helped to form some other
Saints we have great reason to be- | worlds. At any rate the firmament
lieve Lthat it was a very long period | was placed in such a manner 4s Lo
of time, and that this darkness ex- | divide the waters beneath it from
isted over the face of the great deep |those which Were above it. Ac-
foralong time. Itmight have been |cording to the theory which is
for many centurie§; we have nojaccepted by some as being true,

‘make some three hundred and fif-

kst and warious works which:

the planets of our system are sups
posed to have been originally form-
ed by a rotation on its axis of a
nebulous fluid, that was e¢xpanded
far beyond the bounds of our pres-
ent solar system; that by rotation
and condensation nebulous masses
were thrown off or detached from
the great parent body, and that the
orbits assumed by the parent mass
and its detached masses, are the
necessary results of their respective
directions and velocities at the in-
stant of detachment, combined with
the laws of gravitation the rela-
tive positions of the | tive
centers of gravity. That in like
manner, a still farther operation of
similar laws finally formed secon-
dary planets or moons. T'his nebu-
lous fluid, extending for millions of
miles, might indeed be ecalled a
firmament, containing the constit-
uents of water, both above and be-
neath as recorded in Genesis.

But what I wish to more fully
explain, on this occasion, is the

o

i

length of the days- of creation—the
days mentioned in which God per-
formed certain portions of his work,
It is said, that in six days he form-
ed this world of ourz, and tbat on
the fourth day he formed the sun
and the moon and the stars. what
I understand by the formation of
these celestial luminaries, is that
he then caused them to shed forth
their light. I ean not su&pme that
it would take the Lord six days to
form such a little speck of a world
as ours, and then for him on the

fourth day to form a globe fourteen

i

dwelt in the
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thousand years; that, -is_calied in
Scriptures a day of rest, that is,
Bupposmﬁ._thdt what, were. cglled
daysin the bgﬁi:mlug were a thou-
sand years. The Lord . rested from
his labours the seventh day. . What
particular period of time within that
day Adam fell I de not know; but

one thing is_cerfain, that in. the
mugéqng.nf the seventh day the
Garden of Eden was planted and he

was placed therein, and during that
morning ag_!'eiaﬁ many things tran-
spired pertaiuing to this temporal
creation. In the preceding six days
was completed the formation or
creation of the earth, after the

spiritual order that man was form-

ed orborn in the Lieavens. All men,
male and female, that eyer, have
lived, or that ever will live on this

earth, had a pre-exis before the
formation ot the earfis commenced;
and during our pre-gxXistence in the

‘heaveng, the earth was undergoing
this formation. ORI %
After man and woman were plac-
ed in the Garden of Eden, we find
that they were tempted. By whom?
By .a being ‘or beings who once
, resence. of God, in
his celestial kingdom. They once
were angels of light and truth,
Laving authority in the presence
of the Father, Buat they rebelled
against. God; and one  of those an-
gels, named Lueifer, when they
were talking over the great plan of
redemption and salvation for the
inhabitants of the future creation
propgsed a plan by which he would
redeem a!l mankind, that not oue
soul should be lost. But his plan

hundred thousand times larger than
the earth. This does not look con-
sistent gg me. If it took six days
to form & small world like ous, we

might certainly suppose that it

would require more than one day to
form the sun, which econtains a
quantity of matter sufficient to

our thousand - worlds like this,
whose actual size or magnitude
is fonrteen hundred thousand times
larger than our globe; consequently
I understand by the formation of
the sun and of the moon and stars,
and setting them in the firmament
of the heavens, that h@ merely suf-
fered their light to shine on the
fourth day, to regulate the evenings
and mornings that were produced
prior to that time, probably by some

other cause. The Lord wanted, by | should ta

these luminaries, to divide the day
from the night, and he set them
for times and for seasons in the
firmament of the heavens.

These ¢ix aays in which the Lord
erformed this work, I do not be-
ieve, were each limited to twenty-

four hours, as are the periods which
we now call day; indeed, when we
come to new revelation, we find
some light on this subject, In the
Book of Abraham as well as in the

ingpired translation of the Berip-

tures, given through Joseph Smith,
the Lord says, in speaking of the

was  rejected, because it destroyed
the agency of man, being contrg
to God’s plan; for he desires that all
intelligent bei?gs sball be free. in
the exercisg of their agency. = Be-
cause his plan was rejected, Lucifer
rebelled, and a third t of the
hosts of heaven joiped him, and
they were all cast, down, and it was
this being who, entered intg a beast,
called a serpent and tewmpted Eve
in the Garden of Eden, and that
was the beginning of his power on
this earth. . i SRy T oS
| The, events of this creation, the
formation of the earth, the differ-
ent.day’s work, &c.; and finally the
great day of rest after the six days
were ended, were all typical, the
latter ea]iecfuﬂy, typifying what
ake place in regard to the
future existence of this creation.
After six thousand  years should
pass _away, during which  Satan
should have moré or less dominion
aver the inhabitants of this world,
he, in the seventh period, or the
seventh thousand yéars, should be

| bound, should have no dominion

over the earth or its inhabitants.
In order to show you this type
still further; we will pass_along
over the flnod, which was merely a
type of the baptism of redemption,
and wé will come down to the

day when this ﬁf}ﬁ.ﬁ Bﬁiﬁﬁ 1 ar -
n

was
Acenrding to this new revela

there is a certain great world, call
Kolob, placed near one of the celes-
tial kingdoms, whose diurnal rota-

tion takes place oncée in ‘a thousand
of our years; and halcelestial time
was measured by those celestial be- |

ings, by the rotations of Kolob,’
hence one day with the Lord was
thousand of our years. If thigaw
the case, the six days of the crefiti
of our earth, the six days during
which it was being prepared as a
habitation for man, must have been
six thousand of our years. When
the Lord spoke to Adam, after hav-
ing placed him in the Garden of
Eden, concerning the forbidden
fruit, saying—*‘In the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely
diel” we can not suppose, that the
day there referred to meant a day of
twenty-four hours. It could not
have meant that, for h#tory informs
us that Adam Jived almost one
thousand years the time of the
Fall; but before the€ day of a thou-
sand years had wholly passed away
his death did take place.

The book of Abraham, translated"

by the Prophet Joseph Emith, also
contains an account of the creation
and the fall of man; but the word
translated ‘‘day’’ in Genesis istrans-
lated in the Beok of Abraham
“time’’—"in the time that thou eat-
est thereof thou ghalt surely die.”
In the next sentéfee the same book
says, speaking of time—*'The reek-
oning of time was not yet given to
man,’’ that is, the Lord had reckon-
ed previous to that period by the
diurnal rotations of Kolob, and that

without doubt, was the day referred
to in which our first parents should

die, if they ate of the forbidden j

fruit.
We will how come to the seventh

peried of ereation,~—the seventh

E 3

governed by celestial time,

work of creating this earth, that h&‘

rive, when Sa und
and wickedness be swept, ffom the
{uce of t;h? 'ﬂaﬂhf' This is o bedone
)Y & var of, ‘men's, . the
lmt'tg w}aﬁg is cfl‘)deﬁgl; 1% ﬂg
Pmr_ et Malachi ﬂif'g.-—-' i, day
shall come_that shall ‘burnh as an
oven, and all the proud aud they
who do wickedly shall become as
stubble, and the day that comes

a8 & | shall burn them up, saith the,Lord

of hosts, that it shall leave them

| neither root nor branél, li_ut'uatu
all the

them who fear my pame ~h
sun of righteousness n,:}i;-m with
healing in his win andihe ,ﬂ‘ﬁ‘p‘.ll
go forth and gm%:l :_calyes of
the stall and they shall L cad down
‘the wi{:kqd,an_d;théga | be. ashes
gndbtr t?% ?lﬁ“ t ﬁg: dag_t ifnrglm

a a 0 sa e Lord of
Bagea b0 Ly BEERIALN Y

Here then is a declar: tion how
this earth is to beftléansc! the sec-
and time from wickediies i nely
by fire, which is a mcre pm.‘;urfuj
element than water. TUc earth is
to be clean by fiie; in other
words, the elements arc ' be mﬂit'-
ed with fervent heat. 'lliisis the
declara,t.ign of several of ;' e proph-
ets, David, in speaking = this %e-
riod, in one of his psalm,, -uys, the
mountains shall melf Ji’ * wax be-
fore the presence of the .. rd when
he shall come. You kno:. 10w wax
melts when e d t. iae influ-
encgof heat, So, whei, ‘e Lord
comes, will the element: .uelt and
the mountaing flow dow: t his pre-
gence with fervent heat, "his will
cleanse the earth as it wus ¢leansed
in the days of Noali, only Yw an-
other element called :ire. ‘U'his is
typica of the eleausi su of those
who embrace the plan of salvation.
After you have been . nerscd, as
this earth was, in the w.'er, and
beencleansed and receivel the re=
mission of your sins, ycu also have

the pramise of haptism of tire and

.




