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tuxTHE report of the committee on
territoriesTern torlea of the house of representa-
tives anaa prepared by the cirmanchairman a
synopsis of which appeared in our
issue of april fth presents utah in a
very favorable light before congress
and the country an occasional slight
inaccuracy occurs in the report as tele-
graphed to the herald but thesetheme ramma
be the result of haste of the correspond-
ent ratherfather than the fault of the corncom
mitta on the whole the documentdoc ument is
to be commended for its liberal senti-
ment and its fair and candid treat-
ment of the utah situation

the anomalous condiconditiontiou of a ter-
ritory tois well described and the pecu-
liar hardship of the bondage in which
this territory is placed is made par-
ticularlyticularly clear the committee show
asan we have maintained many times
that ia a territorial government tois an
anoinaanomalyly in our political establishment
a thing which the founders of the re-
public never contemplated as a per-
manencymanency if they contemplated it at
all 111 and when to this anomaly is
added the anomalous power conferred
upon the utah executive as plainly
exposed in the report the condition of
this territory appears doubly unpleas-
ant and more truly

the educational status of utah its
submission to tagtb demands of the coucoun-
try

n
its affiliation with the respective

natnationalloDal partpartiesJes its resources progress
and prospects and the evident sincer-
ity of the mormon ly people in their
recent movementsmovement sareiare all set forth in a
vigorous and comprehensive manner
and the injustice of keeping utah in
her present vassalage is made conspic-
uous by this report the irrationality
of continuing the existence of the

liberal faction is made apparent in
this conclusion

the ground upon which this organ
was and is maintained is a doubt

as to the good faith of the people relative
to polygamypo1 agamy and the dissolution of the
poppeoples1els party both of which matters
seem to be too well settled to justify any
doubt whatsoever

the home rule bill is urged as a
measure that meets the requirements
of the present in view of the doubt as
to whether entire political liberty for
utah would gain the needful sanction
it is explained as we have claimed
all along that though this bill
abolishes the utah commission
takes away the absolute veto power efcf
the governor and permits the people
to elect their local officers it secures
the execution otof the federal laws in
relation to polygamy and retains the
power of congress overavor the acts of the
legislature while it relieves the na-
tion of the expense nowdow entailed upon
the public treasury and leaves it for
the territory to bear

the most important and significant
paragraphs in the report to us are those
which recognize entire fitness
for statehood and explain the reasons
for the proposed halfway measure of
liberty they are these

your committee is thoroughly
fledfied of utaha entire qualifications for ad-
mission to the union with all the powers
of full statehood but in deference to a
doubt abiah may still rise in some quar-
ters we report this meameasuresUTe which leavesleave
to congress its fullfall jurisdiction over the
territory while establishing for utah a

government which in atso far as that juris-
dictionto will permit is essentially like the
govgovernmentsern ments of the variousvarlonus states the
satisfaction which your commitcommittedteb has
expressed isin we think fully justified by
the facts and statistics which are exhib-
ited in this report and certainly bybv the
hearings whantohich took place in the com-
mittee room which hearings have been
printed in full

these people are capable of maintain
a government of their own and there is
no argument known to our unions
which would deprive them of this com-
mon right of the american people as
there is none which is adequate to ove
the propriety of throwing upon the people
of the whole country through the general
government the burden of maintainmaintaininginga
system which asat once unnecessary and
un american

As we understand the situation this
report has yet formally to be adopted
by the committee and to be presented
tste the house there will probably be
a minority report also when these
appear in full we may have something
further to say in relation to this move-
ment one of the most important that
has occurred in theoe history of utah

THE MINORITY ON HOME RULE

THE minority report of the com-
mittee on territories of the house of
representatives will be found in our
Isissuesue of april ath it is signed
by four members out of a total of four-
teen the four are all republicansrepublican
it should be read in contrast to the
majority report which has been adopt-
ed and tois ready to present to the
house

the objections urged against the
bill appear to be its anomalous char-
acter the present unfitness of utah to
bee left free of federal authority the
opposition to the bill by the liberal
faction and the fact that if utah is
prepared to receive this measure of
liberty it is fit to receive statehood
this fitness however is not admitted

the anomalous character afpfpf the
home rulebule bill must be conceded
that is it is something different to
anything previously proposed the
answer of its friends to this IP the con
ditroi a are anomalous therefore the
plan devised to meet thornthem is
anomalous if the country was pre-
pared to give statehood to utah UAtw

home rule bill would not be advo-
cated the y of the comcommitteemitte e
intimate that they are lot willing to
free utah fully and therefore they are
opposed to freeing her partly

the present unfitnessunfitnees of utah for
political liberty is set forth in this
way the church of jesus christ of
l atter day saints established is tilethe
kingdom of god acting under divine
authorityautho rily as revealed through itsita
priesthood owing no allegiance to law
otherwise proclaimed that while
it may be conceded that the practice

off polygamy will not be establishedreestablishedre
inID utah by revelation or otherwise 11

yet this abandonment of plural marmar-
riage has only been made under the
pressure of government and society
and nowhere hasbus the presidency of
the church admitted the wrong or
confessed conversion from the author-
ity under which the practice through
so many years was encouraged under
POW to the hotdw 01 that 1117utahtab
himhag been a stumbling block

n the way of western P Tthat attah must waltwait until it shshafi
be 99 accepted knowledgeknowledg 1 1 that ththe
church has taken its proper place 0
that temporal powpower has been taktaken
from it 9

we have italiciseditalicizedsed some of them
sentiments of the minoritymi Hority to call opeo
lalial attention to them the assertion
that the church bowesowes no alleallegianceallegiantgiano
to law otherwise proclaimed than hlby
itself is such a gross untruth that wwe
cannot let it pass without dentaldenial tbchurch in its official declarationsdeclara tlona
from the beginning and in14
the revelations promulgated as dajdl
vine rcrequiresquires of its members obe-
dience to the laws of the land autosub I1

mission to governments and magle
and all the powers that be

the minority of four are either veverl
ignorant of the facts or they desire fed

mislead 0
equally untrue toie it that utah hak

beenbeena a stumbling block in the bayotway of
western progress the west tois indebted
to the utah founders as the pioneers otof
progress in allail this region they laidISM
the foundation and their and
daughters and associates have built
upon it there tois not a progressive
movement in the west that tois not largilarge
ly due to the cormonsmormonsMor mons IJ of Uutah
they have never placed a barrier in
the way of the progress of others butbu
made their efforts possible and aided
to make them successful

the attempt to drag in religious propre
j and to provoke religious contro-
versy in this political discussion doe
not give strength to the position of the
minority if the presidency and peo
pie of the church have put away the
practice of polygamy which the min
arity assert most positively and
have dopedone so in submissionlon to
law andadd under the pressure of gov
ernmentit what bhaveave the minority or
the congress or the nation to do with
their belief and what right have the
four congressmen to lay down the
dogma about peril to the soui and
if it is true that while not confessing
that their faith was wrong the cbchuroffdreb
and its people have rendered

allegiance to the law does not this
prove the statement that they owe no
such allegiance to be entirely incor-
rect

the plea that the liberal faction
here is opposed to the bill is the poorest
pretense in the report that it is in
smallemail minority of the population toin
shown by the figures given in the
document that it is opposed to any
thing that is for the benefit of the large
majority also appears the assertion
that it is composed of the elemelementeeuto
that have built the citicitiesesinin the wilder-
ness and opened uvup failma 1

t n the des-
ert is perfectly ludicrous it tois
the mormonscormonsMormons who have done this
and the faction now opposing anall
movements looking to republican liber-
ty are they who have taken advantage
of the opportunity to make money aaat
fordedcorded loyby the tells of those who
opened up the farms and built the
cities in this once desert wilderness
perhaps it is fitting that the minority
of four to fourteen should support the
obstructive policy of the minority of

to over and thus seek to
perpetuate minority rule

utah must ait 111 1 well howbow loaldlong
until aitto apceped knowledge
the church hasban taken its proper


