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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

" THE HOME RULE REPORT.

THE report of the Commiitee on
Territories of the House of Representsa-
tives, as prepared hy the Chairman, a
synopsis of which appeared in our
issue of April 9th, presents Utab in a
very favorable light before Congresa
and the country, An occasional slight
fnaccuracy occurs in the report as tele-
graphed to the Elerald, but these may
be the result of haste of the correspond-
ent ragther thau the fault of the com-
mittée. On the whole the document is
to be commended for Its liberal senti-
ment and its fair and candid treat-
ment of the TUtah situation.

The anomalous condition of a Ter-
ritory is well described, and the pecu-
liar hardship-ef-the bondage in which
this Territory is placed iz made par-
ticularly clear. The committee show,
as We have maintained many times,
that “a territorial government ls an
anomaly In our political establisbment,
a thing which the founders of the re-
public never contemplated as a per-
mancnocy, if they contemplated it at
all,” And when to thizs anomaly is
added the anomnalous power conferred
upon the Utah Executive, ns plainly
exposed in the report, the condition of
this Territory appears doubly unpleas-
ant and more truly unrepublican,

The educational status of Utah, Its
submission to thg demandgof the coun-
iry, its affiliation with the respective
natlonal parties, its resources, progress
and prospecte, and the evident sincer-
ity of the “‘Mormon® people in their
recent movements;are all set forth in a
vigorous and comprehenrive manner.
And the injustice of keeping Utah in
her present vaspalage is made conspie-
ucus by this report. The irratjonality
of continuing the existence of the
‘Liberal’® faetlon 1s made apparentin
this conclusion:

#The ground upon which this organ-
fzation was and is maintained is a douht
a8 Lo the good faith of the pwople relative
to polygamy and the dissolution of the
People’s Party, both of which matters
seem t0 be too well settled to justify any
doubt whatsoever.'

The Home Raule hill is urged as a
meacure that meets the requirtments
of the present, in view of the doubt as
to whether entire political liberty for
Utah would gain the needful sanction.
It is explained, as we have elaimed
sll along, that though this bill
abelishes the Uliabh Commission,
takes away the absolute veto power cf
the Governor, and permits the people
to elect their Jocal officers, it zecures
the execution of the Federal Jaws in
relation to jolygamy, and retains the

: Eower of Congress over the acts of the
egislature, while it relieves the na-
tion of the expense now enialled upon
the public treasury and leaves it for
the Territory to bear.

The most important and significant
paragraphs in the rerort to us arethose
which recognize Utah’s entire fitness
for statebood, and explain the reasons
for the proposed halfway mensure of
‘lberty; they are these:

“Your commitiee is thoroughly satia-
fied of Utah’s entire qualifications for ad~
mission to the Union with all the powers
of fall Statehood, but in defereoce to &
doabt which may still rise in some guar-
ters we report this measure, which leaves
to Congress its fufl jurisdiction over the
Territory while establishing for Utah a

government which in so far as that juris-
diction will permit is essentially like the
goverunments of the varions Stales. The
satisfaction which your commiitec has
expressed is, we think, fuily justified by
the faots and statistics” which are exhib-
ited in this report, and eertainly by the
bearings which took place in the com-
mities room, which hearings have been
printed in fuil.

#“These people are capable of maintain-
a government of their own, and there is
po argument known to our inatilutions
which would deprive them of this com-
mon right of the American people, as
there ianone which is adequate togkove
the propriety of throwing upon the people
of the whole country, through the general
government, the burden of maintaining.a
system which is at once unnecessary and
un-American."”

Ags we understand the situation, this
report has yet formally to be adopted
by the committee, and to be presented
ts the House. There will probably be
n minority report also. When these
appear in full we may have something
further to gay in relation to this move-
ment, oneof the most important that
has occugred in the history of Utah,

THE MINORITY ON.“HOME RULE.”

Tnr mioority report of the Com.
mittee on Merritories of the House of
Representatives will be found in our
issue of April 9th, It is signed
hy four members out of a total of four-
teen. The four are all Republieans.
It should be read in contrast to the
majority repert, whieh has been adopt-
ed and is ready to- present to the
House.

The objections urged against the
bill appear to be, its anomalous ghar-
acler, the present unfitness of Utah lo
be left free of Federal authority, the
opposition to the bill by tbe * Liberai”?
faction, and the fact that if Utab is
prepared to recelve this measure of
liverty It s fit to receive statehood;
thig fitness, however, Is not admitted.

‘Fhe snomalous character gof the
Home Rule bill must be concede.
That is, it is something different to
anythlog previously proposed. The
apnewer of its friends to this ie, the con-
ditio: & are anomalous, therefure the
plan  devised to meet them is
anomalous.
pared to give statehood to Utah, the®
“Home Rule” bill would not be advo-
eated, The nMnority of the committee
intimate that they are not willing to
free Utah fully, and therefore they are
opposed to freeing her partly,

The present unfitnees of Utah for
political liberty is set forth in this
way: *The Church of Jesus Christ of
Liatter-day Saints established is the
Kingdem of God, acting under divine
authorily us revealed through its
priesthood, cwing no allegiance lo law
otherwise proclaimed;’? That while
«Jt may be conceded that the praciice
of polygamy will not be re-cslablished
in Utah by revelation or otherwise,?
yet “‘this abandonment of plural mar-
rtapge has only been made under the
pressure of government and society,
and nowhere has the Presidency of
the Church cadmilted the wrong, or
confessed conversion from the author-
ity under which the practice through
80 MADy yeAres was encouraged under
peril to the soulr? That “Utab
has been a stumbling block

If the country was pre-|

'n the way of western progress,”
That ¥tah muet **wait’> until it shall
he ‘‘agccepted knowledge? that the
Chuareh has “taken its proper place or
that temporal power has been taken
from it.”?

We have Italicised some of these
sentiments of the minority to eall epec-
ial attention to them, The aseertion
that the Church *‘owes no allegiance
to law otherwise proclaimed?’’ than hy
itself, is auch a gross untruth that we
cannot let it pass without denial. The
Church In its cflicial declarations
from the beginning, and in
the revelations, pronrulgated as di-
vine, requiresa of its members obe-
dience to the Iaws of the land, sub-
mission to governments and magis-
trates and all *‘the powers that be,!’
The minority of four are either very
ignorant of the facta or they desire to
mislead, -

Equally untrue is it that Utabh has
been a stumbling block In the way of
western progress. The west is Indebted
to the Utah founders as the pioneers of
progress in ail this region. They laid
the foundation and their sone and
daughters and associates have built
upon it. There is Dot & progressive
movement in the west that is not large-
ly due to the **Mormons’ ot Utah.
They have never placed a barrier in
the way of the progress of others, but
made their efforts possible and aided
to make them successful,

The attempt to drag in religioua pre-
judices and to provoke religious ¢ontre-
versy in this political discussion, does
not give strength to the position of the
minority. If the Presidency and peo-
ple of the Church have put away the
practice of polygamy, which the min-
ority assert most positively, and
have dope &0 In submission to
Iaw, and ‘‘under the pressure of Fov-
ernment,?” what bave the minority, or
the (Tongress or the nation to do with

- their helief, and what right have the

four Congressmen to lay down the
dogma about ““pdril to the soui?*s A nd
iritis true that while oot confessing
that their faith was wrong, the Church
and its people bave rendered
<mlleglance to the law,* does not this
prove the statement that they owe no
such allegiance, to be entfrely ipcor-
rect?

The plea that the *‘Liberal® factjon
bere is opposed to thebilliathe poorest
pretense in the report, That it is a
small minority of the population is
shown by the figures given in the
document. ‘That it is opposed to any-
thing that is for the benefit of the large
majority, also appears. The arsertion
that *¢it iz composed of the elements
that have built the oitiesin the wilder-
ness and opened up farms cn the des-
ert,?” ia perfectly Mdiercus, It is
the “Mormons’® who have dopne this
and the faction Dow opposing &
movers ents looking io republiean liber-
ty, are they who have taken advantage
of the opportunity lo, make money af-
forded by the Upils of those who
opened up the farmws and built the
cities in this once desert wilderness,
Perhaps it is fitting that the minority
of four to fourteen should support the
obstruetive policy of the minority of
7,000 to over 20,000, and thus zeek to
pgrpetuate minority rule, :

Utah must ““wait,’”> Well, how long?
Until it is *accepted knowledge’ tha
“sthe Church has taken Its proper




