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eflected, and every attenlion is given
by the government to this end "

Apother authorily speaks of
Fijians as follows:

““The Fijians are a dark-colored,
frizzy-haired, bearded race with tall and
muscular bodies, much superior to the
Papuan race inhabiting the islands west-
ward, both in regularity of feature and
in degree of civilizationt Tney exhibit,
however, a considerable amount ot in-
termixture with the Crown Polynesians
of Tonga and Samoa, who have long
ago established coionies in the Fiji Is-
lands, and have to some extent modi
fied bo’h the customs and the language
of the Fijians Yetthey are generally
believed to belong tothe Melauescan
race, and difter from their Polynesian
neighburs oot only in 1heir scanty dress.
but in using the bow and arrow, and
in making pottery, both arts being
toreign t» the true Polynesians.”

My first impression on meeling the
Fijtans when the Miowera arrived in the
Suva harbor, was rather an unfavorabie
one. Their appearance seemed to ip-
dicate parily Atrican origin veryv plain
lv, and this idea stiil obtains wilh me;
though their intermirnage with their
Polynesian neighbors on the east €n
titles them to some of the blessings
vouchsated unto the promised seed—
the house of Israel. 1 should be very
pleased tlo see a mission e.tablished
here by the Latter-day Saini Elders,
though 1 have reason to believe it
would require an extraordipary effort
t -qmake 1t a success, The Fiian lan-
guage is not hard to learn, a young in-
telligent E der, assisted hy the Spirit of
God, would be able to acquire it 10 a few
months; and this would certainly be the
first step to be taken lor reaching the
natlves successfully.

The Wesleyan Methodists were the
first to introduce their form of Curistian-
ity in Flji. This was done in 1835 by
the Rev. D. Cargill and the Rev, W.
Cross. They now have churches or
meeting houses 10 Nearly every village
in the group. According to the official
report of the ‘*Australian Wesleyan
Methodist Milssionary society for the
year ending Maren, 1894, they had in
Fiji at that ume 846 churches, 475 other
preaching places, 11 missionaries, 69
native ministers, 52 Catechists, 1,117
teachers, 2,325 school teachers, 2,064
local preachers, 3,680 class leaders, 21
English members. 30,583 native mem-
bers, 5299 pative members on trial,
1,671 sabbath schools, 2,377 sabbaib
school teachers, 36,675 sabbain scholars,
1,671 day schools, 36,907 day scholars,
altogelber 99,031 adberents or attend
ants on puolic worship. B:sides the
Bible and a grammar and dictionary
the missionary society has published
seven or eight books in Fijian, and they
are now {1895 also publishing a smail
periodical at Bayedeted by the Rev. A.
J. Small.

_The Roman Catholics founded a mis-
sion 0 Fijl in 1844, and they bave now
about 9,000 adherents. The missionar-
ies— 14 in pumber in 1892 — are o
French nationality. The mssion sup-
ports an orphaoage for the children of
Roman Catnolic parents, and has es
lablished schuo's for European children
both a1 Suva and Levuka.

‘The Churcn of England commenced
operation in Fiji in 1870, and has now
churches in both Suva and Levuka.
There is also a Presbyterian church at
Suva; and there is plenty of element

the

out of which to make converts for the
Church of Jesus Christ ot Latler day
Saints.

ANDREW JENSON.

Suva, Viti Levy, Fiji Islands, August
8th, 189s.

YOUNG MEN'S MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT CONFERENCE.

At [0a. m. an officers meeling wae
helv, with Btake Bupt. Jos. H. Felt
presjding there being present of the
veneral superintendeucy R :dney O.
Badger; or the 8iake superintendency,
Supt. J. H. Felt, Aseislants J, W.
Eardley and C. B. Stewar: with Afds
A, B. Geddes, J. B. Higge, Qeo. E.
Wallace, W. B. Dougsll Jr. Elghteen
city and thirteen couuty arsucintions
were represented.

After singlng apd prayer Bupt. Felt
adudressed those nevembled. He ex-
pressed bis plessure in meeting tbus
with the actual workers in the Mutual
Ivprovement aseociationes of tbe Btake,
and regretted that there were so few
present, the importance of the work,
really vemanded 8 larzer representa-
lion, We understapd 1bat our people
s b:tween elght apd nine hup-
Jred misejonaries abroad preaching

the Guspel, yet 1o 1be spenker’s
pinion the work (13 home
was at Jesst of ¢qial importance.

[t bad been suggested (v eaeh president
that any question concerning the work
3 mutusl 'mprovement on wbich
light wae desired sbhould he handed jn,
that, it poesible, the light migbt be
secired apd bharmoutous action in the
uesociations be jneured, bul no ques-
tions had been recelved,

HKlder Wallace urged that the miem-
bers of our assootatione sbould support
the organ of the ¥. M. M, I, A.—the
Conliributor—by subsoribing for it, and
that it be called te the atteallou of Lhe
peopie, anu thus jncrease Jie "sphere of
uselulpess, Relerred to the 50 cept
wnoual dJdopatlon expected of each
memhber of the association, and re-
quested the officers to take the matter
up io thuif owp waris and awaken au
interest in and responee to it. (Fave
instructione ass to the roll and reeord,
sl made some ruggestionsconcerning
juint sessions with the ¥. L. M. I.
uBROCIALI0NA.

Questioue were then asked by sev-
erai officers apnd discussed, explabu-
tions being given. Bupt, Felt gave
some ddess a8 to the use of Mauuals
Neue. 1 and 2, and ssked the pecrastaries
to be mota garelul, if possible ae 1o
properly recordiug their minutes. Ad-
viged thal new memhbers be not put op
the program unttl they signified thelr
willtngzneee to 1thus take part, Leave
politics outl of the aesoeistions, Urged
that lectures be given as ufien as prae-
ticable vuring tuw winter, and stated
Ihat & lecture buresu Lnd bevn ar-
ranged for. !

Bro.her J. B, Higgs spoks upon lib-
raries, making very valuable sugges-
ilous ¢oncerning tnem,

Toen followed some disgussion con-
errniog tne Manuais, and 1t was sug-
woeted that tbees muattesrs be laken up
at a iater meeting 1o be cailed by the
Stage superintendency, after which
the Doxoluey was spuy snd Elder R,
{‘]. Budger probouunced the benedie-
ion.

2 p. m,—Present on the stand—of
the Qenera] Baper!intendency— Presi-

' age of eight yeara tbey wili

dents Wlilford Wandraf and Jogeph F,
Smitb, aleo Apostle Heber J, Grapt
and all those preseunt al the morning
sesslon.

The urual prelimiparies were ear-
rled out aud Eiver A.B. Qeddes was
the firet epenper. He dilated at rume
jenglb upon mulual improvemept
wourk and sumnonished the tathers and
mothers, to t&e every opdeavor ip
persuading thelr sune and daughters Lo
altend the Mutusl Improvement As-
sclations, :

Mugeter Charles Plke tboo sangina
louchinyg manner **Apngels ever bright
any Ialr,??

Presivent Joseph F. Bmith then nd-
dressed tDe cunylegatiou stating toat
be aupposed the people gathered bere
this ajternovn undersl.od (bat this
meeting wae intended as u gunlerence
ol the Young Meu’a Muiual lmprove-
ment Assoceciatlone or the Bail Lake
BStake, presided over by Brutber Joseph
H. Feolt, This work s a great ooe
aud one in which the pareois ought
to be deeply concerued, for the fulure
welfare ot our children Ia bowud up
wilh it to a considerable extent.

R -nd from toe Book of Docirine and
Cuveonants relative to the uuty of
parentes Lo tsaoh thelr culidrem the
gospel o that whben Lthey resch the
be pre.
pured for baptlem, also regarding their
doty aslo prayer, jlabor saud obsery-
iug the Saboath day.

Choir ssny tbe antbem 'O Lord 1
Will Praise Thee.’? Benediction by
Elger J. W, Eardiey, .

7 p. m.—Cboir sanyg “Qoide Us Oa
Fhuu Great Jetovan’ and praver was
offereu by Eluer Tuomas Hull. Alter
whother hymn by the c¢hoir, Elver (.
B, Biewart delivered an exoeljent ad-
dress on example—Its moral and spirit.
ual influence. Theaddrees was repiule
with goou and noehie iDsifuctious any
showed what s mighty power and in-
fluence could be Drought to hear by
soiting good examples,

A quartette mude up ol Brothere
G. D. Pyper, H. Q. Waulloey, W, Q.
Patrick aod J. D, Bpencer tuen ren-
dereu in an jmpressive siyle, *Ra.
tuge.”

The general superintendency of the
Y, M. M. [, A, sua tbelr nesistaots ns
presented at the lust geueral Y. M. M,
{. A. coulerence were unanimously
sustaibed by the vole 0f the congrega-
tlon, and also the foliowing Hiake
ufficers: Jusepb H. Felt as Biake
superiniepdent witb James W. Eard-
ley ap firat and C. B. Btewart ap sec-
ond sesisiants; O, B, Felt as secretary
and J. B. Hixus aetressurer.

Eider H, J. Grant then addressed
ibhe vungregation. Staled that be was
deeply interested io M, [, A, wosk un
only iu thia Htake but inall others
ahd tbought mueb good was being
do e by or tbhrough them, XEvery
young msn who #niersa en asiooiation
to uo good and improve will improve,
Urged all to seek the Bpirit of the
Lory, to be bumbie, prayeriul and
tulthtul, and fulfl) our woole duty.

The enoir sanng *Jesue, I My Croes
Have Taken'? snd the hepeuiction was
psonounced by Elder John H. Bmith.

Oo 8aturday thirleeu prisoners es-
cuped from tbe ecounly jsii at Bucra.
menio, all of tbem sucovedei in leav-
ing the officers witnout a trail 1o
{ollow.



