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thebeTHERE aroare a few words in onoone ofdf
tiletho prayers uttered by our saviour
which it may bobe well enough to
refer to as a foundation for a few
remarks the words in substance
are something like this 11 our
father who art in heaven hallow-
ed be thy name thy kingdom
come thy will be done on the earth
as it is done in heaven whether
I1 shall dwell on tilethe subject em-
braced in these few items any very
tgreat length of time I1 do not
know I1 have already exerted mymy-
self this afternoon inin the ncneww
tabernacle where I1 am obliged to
speak very loudly and it is quite
exhausting to both body and mind
to speak for any length of time and
sufficiently loud to make all the
people hear in that large building
I1 hope however that I1 shall be
strengthened by your prayers and
faith and that I1 may be ablesable in
my communications this eveninevening9
to speak by thetile inspiration and
voice of the holy spirit without
which my speaking and your hear-
ing will be in vain

the few words I1 have referred to
in the prayer of our saviour areaie
taught in all christian nationsnatiors
and I1 presume that there areaxe no de-
nominations which profess christi-
anity but what more or less use
these words both in public and
private at least so jar as my
knowledge extends I1 have heard
this prayer uttered byabya great many
different christian denominations

what is the full meaning of the
words our father in heaveheavenn 11sy11

weave are taught to address the lord
by this title our father who art
in heaven some perhaps think
that this title is merely honorary
and that there is not connectedconnected
with it that relationship which ex-
ists between father and children
here in this life but that he is
merely a father in the same sense
that many of those holding high
offices as well as aged persons who
are addressed as father to
whom although we are not par-
ticularlyticularly related to them we give
tilistills title as a title of honor believ-
ing that their age and tilethe qualifi-
cations which they may have en-
title them to this mark of respect
I1 do not think however that our
saviour in teaching hisills discdisciplesPlesies
regarded the words to whichJ haveave
referred as a mere title of honor
but that he meant to convey the
idea that a certain relationship ex-
isted between that being who
dwells in the heavens called god
and the children of men here on
the earth and that the relationship
which we bear to him is that of
children sons and daughters and
that his relationship to us is that
of a fatheralfather woave all know that the
latter day saints sincosince the rise of
this church have had some infor-
mation on this subject that the
world of christendom havehavo not
fullytally understood we havehavo been
taught by revelation concerning
tills relationship of fatherfattier and
children and wowe have learned by
revelation that we existed with
that personage whom wowe are called
upon to address as father before
tillstilis world was made we have
been taught this and we believe
it with all our hearts if wowe are
truly latter day saints it is not
a matter of speculative doctrine
with us it is not a mere opinionon
that our elders have taught us or
that we have picked up by our re-
flections but it is a doctrine that
hashaa emanated from god by direct
revelation from the heavens that
we not only existed withhith him be-
fore this world was made but that
wowe also existed in thothe relationship
of children and father and that
he actually was our father just as
much as these aged or middle aged
brethren who sit upon these seats
who have families aroare the fathers
of their children how do you
feelfeol in relation to your children
have you not a tender feelingfeelfeell ipgpg a
feeling of affection
as no other being cacann have towards
these children certainly you
have you understand cheso emo-
tions for you havo experiencexperiencedod
them they aieaio joyful feelfealfeelingsingul
fefeelingselingo that you delightdolight in and it
makes you glad when you look up-
on your sons andaud daughters and

realize that they are the offspring
which god has given you your
own sons and your own daughtersyou feel a peculiar anxiety for the
welfare of these children and they
feel a peculiar affectionaf for you as
a father and oftentimes address
you by that endearing title and
especially when you return home
in the evening after having been
absent during the day and you
delight to have them do so and
they delight to have the privilege
and the relationship that exists be-
tween you is stronger than death
and many of you if not allI1 would
perilperli beur own lives and lay down
your lives to rescue your children
from any danger

well the same kind of heavenly
feeling that wowe have herehero on the
earth intn tiletiie relationship of parents
and children existed before the
foundation of this world was laid
between our father who is in
heaven and his sons and daughters
there and to a far greater extent
than what it exists here all of
these heavenly emotions and affec-
tions which we have hero in this
life are only given to us in measure
for the good of those who bear
these relationships biltbut therethero is not
that sarnosame intensity of feeling exist-
ing on the part of parents and
children here although it is strong-
er

dg
than death that would exist in

personages that had more know-
ledgeld e and understanding for theyheyt
are capable of feeling parental af-
fectionfaction and emotion to a far greater
extent than children of mortality
can

Iilowhow enduring then must have
been this feelingleeling among all the
family anterior to the creation of
this earth god was there with
them they could behold his face
and they had a long acquaintance
with him we cannot tell how long
for this is not revealed but the
probability is that wowe had an ac-
quaintance of thousands of years
with our father in heaven and
during all that time we beheldbeheld thetile
light and glory of heaven the lightlit
and glory of the countenance of
our father and we dwelt in a ce-
lestial kingdom for our father
dwells there and he begat us and
consequently unless he banished
us and sent us away from his pres-
ence we0 dwelt in thetho same king-
dom and were acquainted with allail
the brightness of the heavenly
mansions palaces and cities anuandand
greatness and glory of that celestial
world we were the sons and
daughters of god and were pre-
pared to perform and accomplish
many great and important works
that were entrusted to us so far as
we hadllad gained experience

our elderbider brother was there wowe
were well acquainted with him
even jesus christ the oldest of the
family and we no doubt conversed
with him from time to time and
he probably informed us of a great
many things that would take place
when the new creation should be
prepared for us when wowe should
take bodies and should become
fallen beings and when holie should
offer up an atonement by which
wowe might be redeemed and restored
from thothe fall all these things I1have no doubt were conversed
over and we had a great many
conversations in regard to the fu-
ture and I1 presume that in those
days many promises were made to
us in fact the scriptures inform us
to this end we read in paulsbaues
epistle to titus if I1 recollect right
these words in hope of eternal
life which god that cancail not lie
promised before the world began 11

here then isis a promise made be-
fore the world began to persons
who do not believe in our pro exist
ence this passage would be alto-
gether without meaning the
question might be asked at once
if we did not exist beforebeiore the world
began to whom was this promise
made who had the promise of
eternal welifo before the world waswu
made the lord gave these prom-
ises to his children on what con-
ditionsdit ions onoil condition of their
fulfillfulfillinging althoiho1le law which should be
given to themem when they should
come forth to this world and re-
ceive their bodies it was said in
substance asan follows laws will
bobe given tot0 you enandthelandthenth and if you
keep those laws I1 promispromise youeyou eter-
nal life and these promisesPrOMISCS
were no doubt recorded for wowe are
told that all things are written
by thethe father and I1 have no
doubt that these ancient records
made before the world began con-
tain thothe promises that made
to tho bonssona and daughters of thetho
almighty before they became fal-
len and mortal beings

we have forgotten our relation
shiship by coming hereherc wowc havohave for

gotten thosethom things which we once
understood and enjoyed in atletile
presence of god wowe have forgotten
bow the celestcelestralcelestiallalfal world lootlookss and
how the cities and habitations we
formerly dwelt in look we have
forgotten how the angels look and
how our father his son and the
heavenly host appeared we have
forgotten all this but has god for-
gotten in relation to these things
oh BOno has he not still the same
affection for his own offspring
though wowe are fallen and though
we are cast out from lishishis presence
though we are filled with sorrow
and mourning and many imper-
fections and have to endure aillie
eions yes the lord has not for-
gotten he comprehends all this
and his bowels of compascomrascompassionsionslon are
drawn out towards his sons and
daughters therefore there is no
wonder that jesus should speak to
his disciples and ilishis followers and
tellfelt them to address that being
who is in the heavens by the en-
dearing title of father our
father who art in heaven 3 it is
pleasing to god and it is pleasing
to us to be able to do so but we
will pass on

after having spoken of these relation-
ships let us go on to another very impor-
tant thing contained inlnthithisthib sprayerprayer of our
saviour he taught his disciples to pray
that illshis kingdom might come this item
Is contained IHisi the prayer of our saviour
as laid down in the evangelist butiihen
jesus appeared to thyethe ancient testea on
this continent and taught them this same
prayer he left out the little sentence
thy kingdom compcorn and it ignotIs not in the

prayer as given in the book of mormon
youfon will recollect that when jeansjesus
this prayerprater to his disciples in palestine
his kingdom had not then come hadbad nor
then been fully organized on the eartha
the other comforter bad not yet been
given the endowments had not then been
bestowed andund the organization was not
fullfall and complete neither were the bless-
ings fall and corficompletepiete butbat hohe command-
ed them to commence their proclamation
after his death and sufferings beginning
at jerusalem and from there it should go90
forth to all the nations of the earth hence
it wanwar with great propriety that he taught
them in those days to pray thysethy itking-
dom

ug
come but after his kingdom had

come and had been ffallytally established and
organized with apostles and all its neces-
sary officers and after the holy ghost had
been airenalren and after thetha great endow-
ments were poured outoaf and the comforter
ladhad come after all these things we find

himlim appearing to the ancient Nephites
andinandana in teaching them ihlathis prayer this sen-
tence was left outont and I1 think with great
propriety for the kingdom
come it was not necessary for them to
pray thy kingdom come now
an impostor if it hadbad been possible
for sucheach a person to hatehave framed the
book of mormon in copying the lords
prayer would not have been apt to leave
any part of it out and this one smallemail fact
Is an additional proof of the divinity of
that beokbook A thing that had already been
accomplished was not necessary to be
prayedd for by the ancient batbut
we willI1 pass on still further

thy will be done on the earth as it Is
done in heaven this itI1 the substance
of thothe words perhaps I1 have not quoted
them exactly this Is a very important
item in the prayer of our saviour and one
upon which mankind should reflect as it
embraces a vast variety of practice and
conduct among the children of men thy
will be done on thothe earth as it Is done in
heaven itillsIs true that we do not fally
understand any furtherfarther than what is re-
vealed how the will of god is doneladonoladonedoue in the
heavens but I1 think that wowe can draw
conclusions in relrei gillimlonlun to this matter rnofrofromin
what is revealed I1 think that we can find
out by a little reflection some of the great
principleses that govern the inhabitants of
heatenheaven wo may as weilwell ask a few ques-
tions in relation to the society that is or-
ganized in heaven and geeeee how far we can
nindfind ontout in relation to their conduct and
dinsdoings in the first place god is there
with them and he Is their great king and
lawgiver and he governs and controls all
the inhabitants who dwell in the heavensheavins
butbat upon what principle does he control
them I1 answer he gives his laws and
they aroare obeyed bybel every there
or ifi t there should bo a rebellion there that
rebellion would be checked as it was be-
fore the world was made by casting out
from the celestial kingdom or from the
heavens all personages engaged in that
rebellion leaving only that portion ththatat
would bobe perfectly obedient to the laws
which govern there doyou suppose that
theytheir are divided in regard to political mat-
ters in heaven do you think that they
assemble in their caucus meetings and
select certain persons to do this thatthai and
the other and then votevoto the democrat
and republican ticket for these individu-
als and that those who get the highest
voteTote act in thetho offices to which they are
elected laIR that thothe way neythey do the will
etof god in heaven no Is it
itif votes be called they aroare cast unani-
mously not one dissenting voice not one
dissenting vote laIs that consistent with
such a government as is organized hereheneinhereinin
this great rerepublicpublia yes wyewe have a
most splendid government there is no ne-
cessity in our government for any divisions
whatever divisions are no part of0 the
government OfcourseconrEe mankind are very
imperfect naiaand it was expected by those
who framed the constitution that because
of these imperfections there would be
majorities and minorities that some
would tolovolo in one way and eomasome in an-
other and the constitution was coto framed
as11 to protect the minorities froinfrom being
troddentrobidenfiden down under the foetfeet of the nnaa

that the voice of the people could
only rulerole within thetho constitution that
Is the nature of our government it was
framed bultedsuited to the otof the
childrchildrenenotenofof men

badnowbutbat now butsufsupposingsupposingposing that these imper-
fections did hohotbot exist and that all the peo-
ple of the american union should be per
featly united when they selected and voted
for a candidate for president of the uni-
ted states and another one for vicovice presi-
dent would there bobe anything wrong in
thisthib unity supposing they should moot
together in all their elections from one
endna of the country to the other adard
should have no no divisionsdivision
but should all bobe perfectly united upon
these men and let it be supposed they
were good men and worthy of the utmost
confidence of thothe people would there be
any infringement of the constitution by
the people being thus united not inid the
least would it be inconsistent with the
form of the american government for
this union to exist not in the least de-
gree bat the government has provided
for the imperfections of thetho peoplepeopled andadd
for contentions and and
for jars and nighfighsightingstings and they
have aisoalsoala0 made provisions that the ma-
jority so far as thetho election etef ofilcerscera Is
concerned should havehavo their desires grat-
ified but then after these officers are elect-
ed they hatenave no right power or authority
eoso far as the constitutional laws of the land
are concerned to oppress the minority
thetho minority Is protected though they be
but a very small portion of the people in
the same degree as the majority if they
comply with the laws of the land hence
for instance there Is a small majority of
the people of these united states who bcbe
lietelieve as a religious doctrine in sprinkling
water upon the face of infant children
but however small the minority who Ns
cievoeye lall this the majority can not prevent
them observingobb ryang that practice the great
massnass of the people mayway consider it nelm
inalnal and abominable in the sighteight of godingod in-

consistent with the scriptures and as
something very offensive in the eight otof
god but can they alter it no why
not because the constitution intervenes
and the voice of the people cannot rule BOso
as to alter that matter without a violation
efof the great fundamental principles of the
governmentcovernment hence this small minority
are protected in that abominable prac-
tice if it be abominable

there may be another very emailemall minor-
ity of the people who believe in something
else for instance we will name the
shaking Qaquakersakers there arcare butbat a very
few of themhem inlh the united states and
they beevebelieve that they arcare children of the
resurrectionand that they are living in the
resurrection and they believe that in the
resurrectresurrectionlonion they neither marry nor are
efrenriven juin marriagemarriase hence when a man
withwrith a family joins the shakers they im-
mediatelymed lately seseparatearate thetho man andanil hisliis wife
the wirewifeit ttakena her posidio anamong the
lemalfpmalesmaiescs andwad the hubbandhusband his among the
malesmiles and they uyelive apart if they carry
out the principles of the shaker faith
here then Is a religion which they profess
to prove from the bible which separate
men andana their wives and breaks up fam
illes but the great majority of the people
of the united states cannot handle it
why because it lais a religious idea of a
small portion of the people and they
although so small a minority must be
protected in it andana ther cannot be pro
vented from practisingpracticing their religion by
the voice of the majority of the deoppeoplele
they also believe in dancing on the sab-
bath day as part of their sacred worship
chate many a time when a boy attended
their meetingsmecmcc tinge I1 lived about three miles
from one of their principal villages and
used to cogo out of curiosity to seeECO them
dance in their meeting house the malea
all on one side of the house dancing back
and forchasforforththasas a solemn sacred worship
instead of having instruments of musiemusic
a few individuals would singin for themteem
keeping time by a continuedcontinued I1movement of
the handsbands on ththe other side of the housebouse
the alsistersS dance in the they I1

keep this up every sabbath as aparta part of
their religiousreligions worship and they pretend
to proteprove this dancing from the scriptures
which somewhere declair that the oldoid men
and the young men and maidens stall gogo
forsluforth in the dance can the people of the
united statestates though some thirty ninnor
forty put a stop to this
thinglhing they cannot without lu fringing
uponapoi the principles of their government
it is saidbald that the voice of the majority ddf
the people shall rule but they cannot putdut
a stop to the peculiar religious practices I1
have been describing without a violation
of the constitution hence our govern

been formed to protect the minor-
ities as well as the majorities that all may
be protected in their mode of worshipvorship in
their religious belief and in the practice of
whatever they profess toconsiderscriptur-
ala I1 dodoctrinectrin e

but supposing that they all believed one
alyway supposingsupposingposing that all tuethe people of the
unitedsursugstatestates were methodists would it
not be consistent with the great principles
of our government for allan the people to be
united of one heart and of oneona mind
would it be any infringement notia the
least supposingSuppoeinzeine that all the people were
democrats and there were no otherothen
icatical party would that be inconsistent
wlwith thothe great principles of our consconstitu-
tion not in the least the genius of
our government can be carried out though
allail the people embrace oneond religion and
though all of thetheathemra should be united in
their political affairs blell the constitution
lais broad enough to take them in and it
would bobe carried out in a moromoreore perfect
mannermauner than with the dirldivisionssious which
now exist for they are no part of the
american governmentment they aruaeo onlyculy the
resultsre of the imperfectionseions of men the
american government Is intended toes
cablish union among the children of men
if they willwiil hatehave lrit infu allau things both
political and religious

it Is veryvers to me to read some of
articles la papersvanord publishfO 4tt P dldisdiw

tance say they theithe cormonsmormons must
be compelled to 3 leidfeld to the voice of the
people why must vveirec docswes the con-
stitutionution compel us to do it not at allwe have the right to dissent from the
voice otof the people and we have the right
to do different from the of thothe people
but bay they we have forty millions

of people against youon you are only a
little handful of some one or two hun-
dred thousand and we shall beeece whether
this forty millions are going to rule or
whether the one or two lilillundredhundred thousand
nrcarc going to ruleridle 11 onaono or two hundred
thousand have just as much right to their
way of worship without interference on
the part of the forty millions of peoplelongasso long as they do notnov infringe upon the
constitution of the country as thetwe fortyforty
millions would have to their mode otof wor
chipship even if they all of one religious
faith

thy will be done on earth as it is done
in heaven I1 asked the question are
there any divisions up in yonder heavens
not at all they are all united in politics
are they all united in religiousreligions principlesyes they all worship the same god they
all believe in the institutions which that
god has devised and I1 presume that ifit
you could hunt over the whole of that
celestial world where we once dwelt from
one end of it to the otilerotter and enquire for
a dissenting voice or a dissenting person
a dissenting politician or a dissenting re-
llreilrionist you could not find suchauch a person
in all that country they arearc all united in
doing the will of the great ungking in obey-
ing his ordinances and institutions in wor
shipping in his temple in singing their
gongssongsgongsong or vwhatever is appointed or is nec-
essaryesary for them to do they are all united
no quarrelling no dissensions no hus-
bands and wives findlins fault one with an-
other no fathers to fret and scold and
stew about I1heirtheir children no children dis-
obedientobedientobed leRt toto parents but all perfectly uni-
ted what a happy state of society they
havelahayehave in that worldly have thaythey divisions
in regard to property matters and affairsairs
I1 think not I1 think youyon will find that it
is a kind of joint company and that all
the peoplebeope are icalla entitled to all the
blessings and of the whole celes-
tial kingdom areme there nichesriches there they
are for the good of the whole do they
have gold and silver yes no doubt
some of their cities araneare paved with gold
hava they any precious stones jeweljewels and
beautiful things there to adorn their per-
sons habitations palaces and cities I1
haveharenono doubt but that they have an abun-
dance of I1hemthem for god is the author ofor
all these thingsthing and can make the gold
silver jewels and precious stones and
whatever is necessary to be made out of
the elements to beautify and adorn a city
for the habitation of celestial beings all
these things are for the benefit of the
whole family but yet there may betie certain
parts or portions of the property in this
celestial over which this one will
take charge and another partfart or portion
over which that one vwillilllil take chargechanec auaudd
a third over which a third manroan or
class of individuals will take charge but
notwithstanding that this jurisdiction Is
meted outouk here and therethereyetyet allail the pro-
perty under thethese various individuals is
intended for the benefit happiness beau-
ty and adornment of the whole thatthatis
the way they are united there in regard to
propertyproperly matters there Is an abundance
of scripture to prove thi this is not
merely imaginaVon or some idea that we
have formed up iuin our own minds inde-
pendently of revelation we havebate not
formed a fanciful theory about the beauty
glory riches and eternal excellency ofor
those celestial mansions I1 gaysaysaybay wowe have
abundance of scripture to pryeprove it for
instance we are taught that jesus hashaa
everything that the father has aliailaltall
mine are illicthine and thine are mine havinghavlu
reference to worlds kingdoms greatness
glory ac allali these things that belong to
the father belong to the son in what re-
spect Asasaa joint heir with the fatherwevc findfina also that all the sons and daudaugh-
ters

b
tertera 01off tbtho1 I1almighty that will be ennitentitledaed

I1

to a place 1mn the celestial kingdom arearc to
he made joint beirsheirs with jesus christ and
ipelae i f down with bigbia father on his throne
aritiand14 atiAILzuheirheir of all thithingsngs and in con-
nection withith theilic father bhee enjoys all these
things EOso iffeif we arejoint heirs with jesus
christ wawe shall be one with them in the
benefitsbenebenc fitslIts derived from all this heavenly
property thus will be fulfilled another
prayer that was uttered by our satSavsaviorlorjustjust
prior to hisbig crucifixion father I1 pray
not for thesethebo alone which nonmontiktiu hast nivengiven
mome out of the world hutbut I1 pray furfor all
them that halihailhallahall believebelleve on me through their
wordswards that they auall inmayay be one as thou
father art in me and I1 in thee that they
may bewoneone even as wowe arearc one hence
when they allail getgot into the celestial king-
dom there will be no over
property no one totb saytay this is mine

this particular portion is ninedinc and that
particular portion yonder isisayours3 oursoars 11 but
there arearo other things wh ch the lord hasbas
conferred upon certain individuals which
will be exclusively their blessingkessing foriaforinfor in-
stance god has given wivesrives and children
to his saints here in thitbtthisls life now in the
resurrection ifit they havehace leenbeen married for
eternity according to hebe mind and will
of god these wives anandi children will be
long to the individuals tij whom they wereverc
given and will belong to their special de-
partmentspartments as to the alchee wisdom

power and avryg ry each one will
enjoy a falness acaccordcordinli to his capacity
yet these individualsindividual whoM I1 are eivengiven to the
sersenservantsrants of god will be theirs for all eter-
nity and they will belong to no other per-
sons and yet they will nilall heirs to
the inheritance that god haslias in reserve for
tilethe faithful

this Is what must I110iolo brought abutabout here
on thothe e earthirth thy will belie done on earth
as it Is in heaven ahat a great clichangeancaue
thisthip will produce B 1 I it cannot now be
done in perfectperfectionlerilerl it derdor the present clr
cum and of the people
the civil laws of the c iwluryry teretireare so framed
that it calcan notnok tofco emca 4it thoiho fiutfirst raco


