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THERE are a few wordsin one of
the prayers uttered by our Saviour
whiech it may be well enough to
refer to as a foundation for a few
remarks. The words, in substance,
are something like this — “OQOuar
Father who art in heaven, hallow-
ed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on the earth
as it is done in heaven.” Whether
. I shall dwell on the subject em-
braced in these few items any very
great length of time, I do not
know. I have already exerted my-
self, this afternoon, in the New
Tabernacle, where I am obliged to
speak very loudly ; and it is quite
exhausting to both body and mind
to gwak for any length of time and
sufficiently loud to make all the
people hear in that large building.
I hope, however, that I shall be
strengthened by your prayers and
faith, and that I may be able, in
my communications this evening
to speak by the inspiration ami
voice of the Holy Spirit, without
which my speaking and your hear-
ing will be in wvain.

The few words 1 have referred to
in the prayer of our Baviour are
taught in all Christian natiors;
and I presume that there are no de-
nominations which profess Christi-
anity but what, more or less, use
these words, both in public and
private, at least, so far as my
knowledge extends, I have heard
this prayer uttered by a great many
different Christian denominations.

What is the full meaning of the
words—*' Our Father in heaven ?*
We are taught to address the Lord
by this title—“Our FFather who art
in heaven.” Some, perhaps, think
that this title is merely honorary
and that there is not connected
with it that relationship which ex-
ists between father and children
here in this life; but that he is
merely a father in the same sense
that many of those holding high
offices, as well as aged persons who
are addressed as- ‘“‘father,” to
whom, although we are not par-
ticularly related to them, we give
this title as a title of honor, believ-
ing that their age and the qualifi-
cations which they may have en-
title them to this mark of respect.
I do not think, however, that our
Saviour, in teaching his disciples,

rded the words to which I have
referred as a mere title of honor,
“but that he meant to convey the
idea that a certain relationship ex-
isted between that Being who
dwells in the heavens, called God,
and the children of men here on
the earth, and that the relationship
which we bear to him is that of
children—sons and daughters, and
that his relationship to us is that
of a Father. Weall know that the
Latter-day Saints, since the rige of
this church, have had some infor-
mation on this subject that the
world of Christendom have not
fully understood. We have been
taught by revelation cencernin
this relationship of Father an
children; and we have learned by
revelation that we existed with
that personage whom we are called
upon to address as Father, before
this world was made. 'We have
been taught this, and we believe
it with all our hearts if we are
truly Latter-day Saints, It is not
a matter of speculative doctrine
with us; it is not a mere opinion
that our elders have taught us, or
that we have plcked up by our re-
flections, but it is a doctrine that
has emanated from Geod, by direct
revelation from the heavens, that
we not only existed with him be-
fore this world was made, but that
we also existed in the relationship
of children and father; and that
he actually was our Father, just as
much as these aged or middle-aged
brethren who sit upon these seats,
who have families, are the fathers
of their children. How do you
feel in relation to your children?
Have you not a tender feelipg, a
feeling of aflection and love, such
as no other being can have towards
these children? Certainly you
have. You understand these emo-
{iong, for you have experienced
them; they are Joyful feclings,
feelinge that you delight in, and it
makes you glad when you look up-

on your gons and daughters and

realize that they are the offspring
which God has given you—your
own sons and your own daughters.
You feel a peculiar anxiety for the
welfare of these children, and they
feel a peculiar affection for you as
a father, and oftentimes address
you by that endearing title, and
especially when you return home
in the evening after having been
absent during the day; and you
delight to have them do so, and
they delight to have the privilege,
and the relationship that exists be-
tween you isstronger than death

and many of you, if not all, would
peril yeur own lives, and lay down
your lives to rescue your children
from any danger.

Well, the same kind of heavenly
feeling that we have here on the
earth; in the relationship of parents
and children, existed before the
foundation of this world was laid,
between our Father who is in
heaven and his sons and daughters
there, and to a far greater extent
than what it exists here. All of
these heavenly emotions and affec-
tions which we have here in this
life are only given tousin measure,
for the good of those who bear

{ these relationships; but there is not

that same intensity of feeling exist-
ing on the part of parents and
children here, although it is strong-
er than death, that would exist in

rsonages that had wore know-
edge and understanding, for they
are capable of feeling parental af-
fection and emotion to a far greater
extent than children of mortality
can,

How enduring, then, must have
been this feeling among all the
family anterior to the creation of
this earth! God was there with

and they had a long acquaintance
with him; we cannot tell how long,
for this is not revealed, but the
probability is that we had an ac-
quaintance of thousands of years
with our father in heaven; and
during all that time we beheld the
light and glory of heaven, the light
and glory of the countenance of
our Father, and we dwelt in a ce-
lestial kingdom, for our Father
dwells there, and he begat us, and
consequently, unless he banished
us and sent us away from his pres-
ence, we dwelt in the same Kking-
dom, and were acquainted with all
the brightness of the heavenly
mansions, palaces and cities, and
greatness and glory of that celestial
world. We were the sons and
daughters of God, and were pre-
pared to perform and accomplish
many great and important works
that were entrusted to us, so far as
we had gained experience.

Oar IElder Brother was there, we
were well acquainted with him,
even Jesus Christ, the oldest of the
family; and we no doubt conversed
with him from time to time, and
he probably informed us of a great
many things that would take place
when the new creation should be
prepared for us, when we should
take bodies, and should become
fallen beings, and when he should
offer up an atenement by which
we might be redeemed and restored
from the fall. All these things, T
have no doubt, were conversed

conversations in regard to the fu-
ture; and I presume that 1n those
days many promises were made to
us: in fact the Scriptures inform us
to this end. We read in Paul’s
epistle to Titus, if I recollect right,
these words—*‘In hope of eternal
life, which God, that can not lie,
promised before the world began.”
Here, then, is a promise made be-
fore the world began. To persons
whe do not believe in our pre-exist-
ence this passsge would be alto-
gether without meaning. The
uestion might be asked at once—
f we did not exist belore the world
began to whom was this promise
made? Who had the promise of
eternal life before the weorld was
made? The Lerd gave these prom-
ises to his children. On what con-
ditions? On condition of their
fulfilling the law which should be
given to them, when they should
come forth to this world and re-
ceive their bodies. It was said in
substance as fellows: — ¢ Laws will
be given to you then,and if you
keep those laws, I promise you eter-
nal lJife.”” And these promises
were no doubt recordesd, for we are
told, that ‘“all thiogs are written
by the Father,” and I have no
doubt that these ancient records,
made before the world began, con-
tain the promises that™were made
to the sons and daughters of the
Almighty belore they became fal-
len and meortal beings.
We have forgotlen our relation-
ehip by coming here; we have for-

over; and]we bad a great many |

understood, and oyed in tue
presence of God; we have forgotten
how the celestial world looks, and
how the cities and habitations we
formerly dwelt in look; we have
forgotten how the angels look, and
how our Father, his Son and the
heavenly host appeared; we have
forgotten all this, but has God for-
gotten in relation to these things?
Oh mo. Has he not still the same
aflection for his own offspring,
though we are fallen, and thoug

we are cast out from his resence,
though we are filled with sorrow,
and mourning, and many imper-
fections, and have to endure ic-
tions? Yes; the Lord has not for.
gotten, he comprehends all this,
and his bowels of com n are
drawn out towards his sons and
daughters, Therefore, there is no
wonder that Jesus should speak to
his disciples and his followers, and
tell them to address that ﬁelug
who is in the heavens by the en-
dearing title of Father — ‘“ Our
Father who art in heaven.” 1t is
pleasing to God, and it is pleasing
to us to be able to do so, But we

will pass on.

After having spoken of these relatisn-
ships, let us go on to another very impor-
fant thing contained in this prayer of our
Saviour. He taught his disciples to pray
that his kingdom might come. This item
is contdined im the prayer of our Baviour
as Jald down in the Evangelis
Jesus ap
this continent, and taught them this same
prayer, he left out the little sentence—
“Thy kingdom come,” and it is not in the
prayer as given in the Book of Mormon.
You will recollect that when Jesus taught
thizs prayer to his dieciples in Palestine

them; they could behold his face, |

his kingdom had not then come, had nor
then been fully organized on the eartht
the other Comforter had not yet been;
iven, the endowments had not then been
towed and the organization was not
full and complete, neither were the bless-
ings full and complete. But he command-
ed them to commence their proclamation,
after his death and sufferings, beginning
at Jerusalem, and from thkere it should go
forth to all the nationsof the earth; hence
it was with great propriety that he taught
them, in those days, to pray—*"Thy king-
dom come.” But after his kingdom had
come, and had been fully estab and
organized, with apostles and all its neces-
sary officers, and after the Holy Ghost had
been given, and after the great endow-
ments were poured out, and the Com/forter

had come; after all these things we find
him appearing to the ancient ‘3321!;&5,
and in teaching them this prayer, sen-

tence was left out, and I think with great
propriety, for, the kingdom having already
come, it was not necessary for them to
pray — *‘Thy kingdom come.” Now,
an imposter, if it had been possible
for euch a person to have framed the
Book of Mormon, In copying the Lord’s
prayer, would not have been apt to leave
any part of it out, and this one semall fact
is an additional proof of the divinity of
that beok. A thing that had already been
accomplished was not necessary to be
prayed for by the ancient Nephites. But
we will pass on sfill further.

““Thy will be done on the earth as it is
done in heaven.” This i: the substance
of the words; perhaps I have not quoted
them exactly. This is a very important
item in the prayer of our Saviour, and one
upon which mankind should reflect, as it
embraces a vast varlety of practice and
conduct among thechildren of men. “Thy
will be done on the carth as it is done in
heaven.” Itis true that we do not fully
understand, any farther than what is re-
vealed, how the will of God is donein the
heavens, but I think that we can draw
conclusions in relatlun to this matter frem
what is revealed. I think that we can find
out, by a little reflection, some of the great
Erinclplu that govern the inhabitants of

eaven. We may as well ask a few tllnl:u-
tions in relation to the society that is or-
panized in heaven, and see how far weean
find ont in relation to their conduct and
doings In the first place, God is there
with them, and he is their great Kiog and
lawgiver, and he governs and controls all
the inhabitants who dwell in the heavens.
But npon what principle does he control
them? I answer, he gives his laws and
they arc obeyed by every individual there;
or if there shonld be a rebellion there that
rebellion would be checked, as it was be-
fore the world was made, by casting out
from the celestial kingdom, ;:d niumt‘lt.lhu
heavens, all personages enga n theat
rebellion; leaving y that portion that
would be perfectly obedient to the laws
which govern there. Do yousuppose that
they are divided in regard to tical mat-
ters in heaven? Do you think that the
assemble in their caucus meetings an
selcct certain persons to do this, that and
the other, and then vote tbe democrat
and republican ticket for these individu-
als, and that those who get the highest
vote act in the offices to which they are
clected? - Ir that the way they do the will
«f God in heaven? No. How is it then?
If votes be called they are cast unani-
mously, not one dissenting volee, not one
dissénting vote. Is that consistent with
such a government as is organized herein

this great republic. Yes: We bhave a

most eplendid government; there is no ne- !

cessity in our government for any divisions
whatever: divisions are no E'art. of the
government. Ofcourse, mankind are very
imperfect, and 1t was expected by those

who framed the constitution that, because | A merican

Oct. S
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gotten those things which we once del'lﬂﬂl' that the volce of the people could 1tnnce.

rule within the constitution. That
is the nature of our government: it was
framed suited to the imperfections of the

children of men.

But now, su g that these imper-
fections did not exlst, and that all the peo-
nion ehonld be per-

.

| the people

ts; batwhen | water
red to the ancient ﬂnphltsson but

Fle of the American
ectly united when they selected and voted
for a candidate for President of the Uni-

ted States, and another one for Vice Presi-
dent, would there be an ui wrong in
this unity? Supposing should meet

toEIthar in all their elections, from one
end of the country to the other, and
should have no quarrellings, no divisione,
but should all be perfectly united upon
these men; and let it be supposed they
were good men and worthy of the utmost
confidence of the people, would there be
any infringement of the constitution b
the nf thus united? Not in the
least. ould it be incongistent with the
form of the American government for
this union to exist? Not in the least de-
ee. But the government has provided
or the imperfections of the people, and
for contentions and quarrellings, and
for jars, disunion, and fightinge; and they
have also made provisions that the ma-
jority, eo far as the electisn ef officers is
corcerned, should have their desires grat-
ified. Butthen after these officersare elect-
ed they have no t, power or authority
g0 far as the constitutional Jaws of the land
are concerned, to oppress the minority;
the minority is protected, though they be
but a very small portion of the people, in
the same degree as the majority if they
comply withthe Jaws of theland. Henece,
for iustance, there is a small majority of
of these Eﬂituﬁ States Thu“be-
rull%m octrine, in sprinkling
upon the face of infant children;
however small the minority who be
lieve i2 this, the meajority can not prevent
them observing that practice. The great
mass of the

lieve, ag a

sight of God, in-
congistent with the Secriptures, and as
something very offensive in thes
God, but can they alter it? No. Why
not? Because theconstitution intervenes,
and the voice of the people cannot rule so
as toalter that matter without a violation
ef the greit fundamental principles of Lhe
government. Hence this small minority
are protected in that abominable prac-
tice, if it be abominahle.

There may be another very emall minor-
ity of the people who believe in something
else. For instance, we will name the

Shaking Quakers. There are but & very
few of them in the United Slates; and
they believe that they are children of the
resurrection,and that they are livingin the
resurrection, and they believe that in the
resurrection they neither marry nor are
given in marriage. Hence when a man
with a family joins the Shakers, they im-
mediately separate the man and his wife;
the wife taking her positio namong the
{ and the husband his among the
males; and they llve apart, if they carry
out the principles of the Shaker faith.
Here then is a religion which they profess
to prove from the Bible, which separate-
men and their wives and breaks up fam
ilies; but the great majority of the people
of the United States cannot handle it,
Why? Because it is a religious idea of a
small portlon of the people, and they.
although ego small a minority, must be
protected in it; and thev cannot be pre-
vented from practising their religion by
the voice of the majority of the people.
They nlso believe in dancing on the Sab-
bath day, as part of their sacred worship.
Ihave many & time, when a bey, attended
their meetinge: I lived about three miles
from one of their principal villages, and
used to go out of curiosity to see them
dance in their meeting house, the males
all on one side of the house, dancing back
and forth, a8 a solemn sacred worship.
Instead of having instruments of I'ﬂ‘llEE,
a few individoals would sing for them,
keeping time by a continued movement of
the ds. On the other side of the house
the sisters dance in the same way. They:
keep this up every Sabbath as a part of
their 8 worship, and they pretend
to prove this dancing from the Scriptures,
which somewhere declare that the old men
and the young men and maidens stall go
forih in the dance. Can the le of the
D e S reat ettt
orly 8 yput as 3
thing? They cannot, without infringing
upon the prineiples of their government.
It is sald that the voice of the majority of
the people shall rule; but they cannot put
a stop to the peculiar religious practices I
have been describing, without a violation
of the constitution. Hence our govern-
ment has been formed to rfmtacl: the minor-
ities as well as the majorities, that allmay
be protected in their mmode of sorshi
their rel

In
igious belief and in the practice of.

whatever they profess toconsider Scriptur-
al doctrine. :

Buat sup that they all believed one

| way, su that all the people of the

United Btates were Methodists, would it

not be consistent with the great principles

of our government for all the people to be

uuited, of one heart and of one mind?
Would it be any infringement? Notin the
Jeast. Suppoeing that all the people were
democrats, and there were no other polit-
ical party, would that be inconsistent

with the great principles of our constitu-

| tion? Not in the least. The genius of

our goverament can be carried out though
all the people embrace oné religion:; and
though all of them should be nnited in
their political affairs still the constitution
is broad enough to take them in, and it

would be carried out in a more perfect |
manner than with the divisions which

now exist; for they are no part of the

American t; they areonly the
results of ﬁhmuma men. The |
wmt fs intencded to es-

of these imperfections, there would be [ ¢, hlish nolon the children of men,
have ﬁ, in all things, both

majoritics and minori
would vole in one way, and some in an-
other, and the coustitution was so framed

as to protect the minoritics from being
trofiden down under the fret of thé ma-

that some | jf they will

tical and religious.
It is very curious to me to read some of

the articles In papcts, published gt » dis- |

le may consider it erim- ¢ ted.
‘inal and abominable in the

S8ay they—“The Mormons must
be cumPcIlﬂd to yield to the volce of the
people.” Why must we? - Does the con-
stitution compel us to do it? Not at all.
We have the right to dissent from the
voice of the people, and we have the right
to do different from tbe voice of the people.
“But,” say they, ‘““we have forty millions
of people against you; you are onlya
little handful of some one or two hun-
dred thousand, and we shall gee whether
this forty millions are going to rule, or
whether the one or two hundred thousand
are going to rule.” One or two hundred
thousand have just as much right to their
way of worghip without interference on
the part of the forty millions of people,
g0 long as they do notinfringe upon the
conslitution of the country, as the forty
millions would have to their mmode of wor-

¥ | ship, even if they weie all of one religious

faith.

““Thy will be done on earth as it is done
in heaven.” I asked the question—‘**Are
there any divisions up in yonder heavens?"’
Not at all, they are all united in politics.
Are they all united in religious p ples?
Yes: they all worship the same God; they
all belicve in the institutions which that

God has dewvised; and I presume that if

you could hunt over the whole of that
celestial world, where we once dwelt, from
one end of it to the other, and enquire for
a dlssenting voice, or a dissenting person,
& dissenting politician or a dissenting re-
ligioniet, you could not find such & person
in all that country. They are all united in
doing the will of the great King, in obey-
In;.; his ordinances and institutions, in wor-
shipping in his temple, in singing their
songs, or wl.atever is appointed, or is nec-
esgary for them to do, they are all united.
No quarrelling, no dissensions; no hus-
bancs and wives finding fault one with an-
other; no fathers to fret and scold and
stew about their children; no children dis-
obedient to parents, but all perfeclly uni-
What a happy state of society they
have in that werld! Have they dlvisions
in regard to property matters and affairs?

ight of |

I think not. 1think you will find that it
is a kind of joint company, and that all
the people are 1eally entitled to all the
blessings and tenefits of the whole celes-
tial kingdom. Are there riches there, they
are for the good of the whole. Do they
have gold and silver?! Yes. No doabt
some of their citles arc paved with gold.
Have they any precious stones, jewels, and
beautiful things there, to adorn their per-
sons, habitations, palaces and cities? I
haveno dou but that they have an abun-
dance of them; for God is toe author of
all these things, and can make the gold,
silver, jewels and precious stones, and
whatever is necessary to be made out of
the elements to beautify and adorn a city
for the habitation of ecelestial beings. All

| these things are for the benefit of the

whole family, but yet there may be certain
parts or portions of the property in this
celestial ¥ingdom over which this one will

take charge, and another part or portion
over which that one will take charge, and
a third ortion over which a third man or
class of individuals will take charge: but
nefwithstanding that this jurisdiction is
meted out here and there, yet all the pro-
?erty under these various individuals is
ntended for the benefit, happiness, bean-
ty and adornment of the whole. That is
the way they are united there, in regard to
property matters. There 1s an abundance
ol ser ?tuna to prove this; this is not
merely imagination, or some idea that we
have formed up in our own minds, inde-
pendently of revelation; we have not
formed a fanciful theory about the beauty,
glory, riches and eternal excellency of
those celestial mansions, I say we have
abundance of Seriptare to prove it. For
instance, we are taught that Jesus has
everylhing that the Father has. ““All
mineare thine, and thine are mine,”” having
reference to worlds, kingdoms, greatness,

on the earth.
as it is in heaven.”

glory, &se. All these things that belong to
the Father belong to the Son. In what re-
g{:ectr Asa joint heir with the Father.

"e tind also that all the sons and daugh-
tere of the Almighty that will be entitled
to a place in the celeslial kingdom, are to
he made joint beirs with Jesus Christ; and
b its down with his Father on his throne,
aud is au heir of all things, and, in con-
nection with the Father, he enjoys all these
things; g0, if we are joint heirs with Jesus
Christ, we shall be one with them in the
benefits derived from all this heavenly
property. Thus will be fulfilled another
prayer that was uttered by aur Savior just
prior to his crucifixion—*‘Father, I pray
not for these alone which thon hast given
me out of the world, but I pray for all
them that shall believe on me through their
words, that all may be one, as thou,
Father, art in me and I in thee, that they
may be onc even as we are one.” Hence,
when they ell get into the celestial king-
dom, there will be no quarrellings over
properiy, no one to say—*‘This is mine,”’
‘‘this particular portien iz mine, and that
particular portion yonder is yoars.” But
there are other things, which the Lord has
conferred upon cerElh individuals which
will be exclusively their ‘blessing. For in-
stance, God has givea wives and children
to his saints here in this life; now in the
resurrection, if they have been marrled for
eternity, aceording to 'he mind and will
of God, these wives an«d eohildren will be.

| long to the individuals t«. whom they werc

given, and will belong to their special de-
partments; as to the riches, wisdom,
knowledge, power and ¢'vry cach one will
enjoy & falness accordin | Lo his capacity,
yet these individuale, wlo are given to the
servants of God, wiil be 1Leirs for all eter-
pily, and they will belons to no other per-

sons, and yet they will all he joint heirs to
the inheritance that God has in reserve for
the faithfnl.

Tals is what must he brought about here
“Thy wiil be doue on carth
“¥hat a greal change
thia will produce! B ! it ean not now be
done, in perfection, v der the present cic-
cumstances and conditions of the people.
Thecivil laws of the ¢« tu!ry are so framed

{hat it can net bo dono. - Lu the first place



