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MISCELLANEOUS,

MorioNn oF Erecrricitv.—The mode by P

which the rate of motion of electricity was ob-
tained by Professor Wheatstone is so curious
that it deserves to be described. He caused
the electricity froma comwmon machine to pass
through a long coil of insulated wire, in which
were two or three more breaks, across which
sparks must necessarily pass. A wmirror was
madeé to revolve with immense rapidity befere
this coil, The reflection of the sparks was
thus thrown occasionally, when the mirror
was in the right jposition, upon a cancpy
above, graduated in divisions. The reflection
of one of the sparks was found always to lag
behind the other, on account of the time occa-
pied by the electricity in passing through the
intervenirg portion of the coil, the effect of
which was multiplied by the revo ving mirror.
The length of coil between the breaks, ard the
rate of revolution of the mirror being known,
and the distance of the reflected sparks frou
each other being observed, the rate of electri-
cal wotion was easily calculated.
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A LaveuAsLE MisTaxe.—When Mrs. Rob-
ingon published her “Sapho and Phaon,” she
wrote thus to Mr. Bowden, the newspaper
editor: ““Mrs. Robinson would thank bher
friend Bowden for a dozen puffs fer ‘Sapho
and Phaon.”’? By a mistake of the postman,
thia note was delivered to Mr. Bowden, the

astry-cook, who sent her this answer: “Mr.
Enw en’s respectful compliments to Mrs. Rob-
inson, and should be very happy (o serve her;
but as she is not a regular cuitomer, he can
not send the puffs for the young folks without
first receiving the money.” -

DesceNT FRoM GrEaT MEN.—It is remark-
able, in many instances, how soon the line of
descent of men of great genius has been cut
off. We have no male deseendants of William
Suakspeare, Milton, Sir Walter Scott, or Lord
Byron. Sis [saac Newton left no heir. The
male tranch of Sir Christopher Wren’sfamily
is extinct, and the fema'e line nearly so, The
races of Sir Joshua Reynolds, Dr. Johnson,
Qliver Goldsmith, Telford, and Brindley have
ceased to exist; and a hundred other famous
names might be mentioned, to show to what a
great extent this fact may be con-idered as a
natural law. We had recently another illus-
tration of this when the grave closed upon the
only son of George Stepbenson, without leav-
ing any direct successor.

Crime IN CaviForNiA.—Either something
in the peculiar habits and customs of our peo-
ple, or the times, or the atmosphere of the sea-
son, scems to elimirate an unusual amount of
vioience, crime and blvodshed. This condition
of society is nearly equal to the times of 18595,
when every public journal was loaded down
with the relations of terrible outragzes against

the law. Since the 1st of December last to the
present time, at least an average of one person
daily has lost his life by assassination, or in
brawls, or by the hands of the Vigilance
Committee, making, without exaggeration, 75
violent takings oft, and probably this is only
one-ba’f the actual number. any of these
were worthy and and valuable citizens, whose
families are without protectors, and are thus
throan on the cold charities of the world.
Local communities seem torn with faction,
malice and spite, and in three or four instan-

ces lately the officers of the law and the Vigi-)

lance protec’ors have been resisted on party
grounds or bitter predjudices of race and lan-
guage, and the public security and order set
at defiance, thus leaving most ranking and bit-
ter feelings in their train, with the promise of
a fearful crop of future bad results. The Leg-
islature surely ought to take notice of these
things, énd overhaul the eriminal law—partic-
ulatly the jury system, the change of venue
from one county to inother so easily obtained
and & man committing an assault or outrage
being allowed to contess his crime to a just ce
and by payiog $5 go scot free to do the same
thing over again as cften as he can find $5
to compromise his brutalities. The carrying
of deadly weapons is another matter which
cal's loud for some efficient remedy among
such arrogant, reckless, Eauinnate and quar-
relsome a st as we bhave among us.—[8S.
£. Bulletin, 17 h ivst,

A “Taaxkrvr HEArT.—“If one should
give me a dish of sand, and tell me there were
particles of iron in it, I might look for them
with my eyes, and search for themn with clum-
8y fingers, and be unable to detect them; but
let me take a magnet and sweep through it,
and how would it draw to itself the almestin-
visible particles by the mere power of attrae-
tien. e unthankful heart, like my finger in
the sand, discovers no mercire; but let the

| the rascal, disfigured Shakspeare’s frontis-

peace; Byron and Blackstone reached the
avement simultaneously; the life of A. Lin-
coln was lost in the Anatumf; the Constitu-
tion of the U. 8. bridged a large vacum be-
tween Sumner’s Orations and Common Sense;
a book of Common Prayer stepped gently to
one side and opened its eyes as wondering
what business it had in the National Capital,
and the Life of Washington was extinguished
in the gutter.”

Romance 1N Rear Lire.—The Washing-
ton Republican says that court.martials do not
always arrive at correct conclusions. Forin-
stance, not many days gince information
reached the President that a young man, be-
longing to the army of the Potomac, had been
sentenced by court martial to be shot for de-
gertion. The boy was doomed to die in a few
hours when the despatch was received. No
time was to be lost. A telegram was seut to
Gen. Meade suspending the execution. An
examination of the case was ordered by the
President, when it was ascertained that the
young man ought to have been promoted long
ago for gallant and meritorious service, in-
stead of being shot. It appears that upon the

march of the Army of The Potomac towards|an extreme age,

Maryland, on the occasion of Lee’s first raid
northward, the young man alluded to became
exhausted, and fell out of the ranks, and, as
soon as he recovered, he proceeded on after
his rgiment, but not finding it, and there be-
ing no time to lose, he fell into the ranks of
another regiment, and fought gallantly at
South Mountain and Antietam, and was woun-
ded in the last-named battle. He was sent to
a hospital, which fact, by the absence of a
proper system in such cases, did not reach the
officers of his regiment. At last he was ar-
rested as a deserter, tried, condemned, and
was about to be shot, when, by tke interfer-
ence of his executive, his life vas saved, and
a young man, hastily condemned to an ignomi-
nious death, was suddenly restored to honor.

“GivE ME Tuis Doy our DALy Breap.”
—1t is honerable to get a living by honest in-
dustry, and it is but right ,tbat every one

'but on the condition that he performed “hara-
kiru, or ripped open his own bowels immedi-
ately afterwards! At the same time he gave
instructions that if any of bis people were in-
sulted,and failed to retaliate, he should be ta-

‘ken on board one of the ships of the Prince,

'bave his head struck off without trial, and

bead and body thrown into the sea.—[New

York Evening Post.

IpLE Girrs.—The number of idle, useless
girls, in all of our cities seems to be steadily
increasing. They lounge or sleep through the
‘mornings, parade the streets inthe afternoons,
and assemble in frivolous companiecs of their
own and the other sex to pass away their
evenings. What a store of unbappiness for
themselves and others are they laying up for
the coming time, when real duties and high
reaponsibilities shall be thorouzhly assumed!
They are skilled in no domestic duties—nay,
they despise them—have no habits of indus-
try, nor taste for the useful. What will they
'be as wives and mothers? Alas fortheir hus-
Faﬁnds and children,and alas for themselves!—

X.

NeveEr Too Orp to LEArRN.—Socrates, at
learned to play musical in-
struments, for the purpose of resisting the in-
fluences of old age. :

Cato, at eighty years of age, began to learn
the Greek language.

Pluto, when between seventy and eighty,
commenced the study of Latin.

Boceaccio was thirty years of age when he
commenced his studies in polite literature,

et he became one of the great masters of the
I'uscan dialect. Dante and Petrarch being
the other two. :

Sir Henry Spelman neglected the sciences
in hig youth, but commenced the study of them
whem he was between fifty and sixty years of
age. Afterthis time he became a most learn-
ed antiquarian and lawyer.

Colbert, the famous French minister, at
sixty years of age, returned to his Latin and
law studies. :
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Waste or Time.—The pruve;hial oracles

should bhave the chance of 8o doing. 1t is a
disgrace for any one to eat the bread of idle-
ness if not abselutely forced to doit, in which
case it is humiliating as well as enervating in
the extreme. To a gensitive being, there is
no‘bing which tends more directly to blast
soul and body than a feelinz of uncertainty
and dependence. It bows such a being into
the very dust, and makes happiness a mock-|
ery, life a burden. OL! the longing and pin-
ing for independence—the desire to feel that
our destiny is in our bands, and that we ma
walk abroad in perfect fieedom, breathing the
fresh air and enjoying the beauties of nature
as one of her darling children, with rone to
say, “why do you so?”? There is an eternal
desire in the human breast to feel dependent
on God alone—to have our destiny unlinked
with tbat of any other erring dependent mor-
tal, further than we choose from our own frae
will. It is terrible to feel that others have un-
natural power over us, from which it is impoa-
¢ible to extricate ourselvee—to feel that we
are dependent on others for the bread we eat,
for the very maintenance of our existence.
And, olL! how much more terrible is the
idea that others still are dependent on ns—are
looking up to us for the privilege of living.

Heaven have pity on those poor beings, who,
from you'h, age, or sex, are incapable of eu-
gaging successfully in the great battle ef life,
and are left the needy dependents of one who
must—
¢ Beg a brother of the earth
To give him a lief to toil,
And see his lordly fellow worm
The poor petition spurn,
Unmindful though a weeping wife
And helpless offspring mourn.”

SusrimiTy oN THE Ramrage.—“As the
ostrich uses both legs and wings when the
Arabian courser bounds in hia: rear—as the
winged lightnings leap from the heavens when
the thurderbolts are loosed—eo does a lit-
tle nigger run when a big dog is after bim!”

Tae Prince oF SaTsuma.—This noble,
who is reported to have driven off ani dam-
aged the British fleet, is one of the most pow-
erful of the great balf-independent pri: ces of
Japan. His name is Matsdaira Satsuma no
Kami, He is lord over the province of Satsuma
‘andFouigo,in which he possesses the fortresses
or strongholds of Kagosima and Sadowava.
It was the first named of these which repul-
sed the attack of the English. He possesses
also the Loochoo Islands. The Prince’s rev-
enue is given in the Japanese Red Book at
two millions four hundred and thirty thou-

thankfu! heart sweep through the pan, and as
the magnet finds the iron, so it will find in
every hour some heavenly bleasings; only the
iron in God’s sand is gold 77—0. W. Holmes,

SomyeERr's Lisrary i WaeHINGTON.—The

Washington correspondent of the Cincinnati}
Commercial, sketchea Charles Sumuer’s arri-
“The Hon. Charles Sumner

val in that city.
arrived yesterday and took rooms on F. Street.
. He brought with bim a ponderounslibrary—six
large dry goods boxes packed full of all kinds
of volumes. While half a dozen porters were
enduvurin% to remove this literary Inzgage
from two drays, one of the packages broke,

and there wag a grand chaos of law, religion, | present Privce of Satsuma, finding himsel? in-

romance and poetry. A Holy Bible straddled
Kent’s Commentaries; somebody on Interna-
tional Law got mixed up with Hervey’s Medi-
tations; the jaws of Btatutes at large swal-

sand dollars per annum. He hasalways been
|a bitter enemy of the foreigners, of whom his
‘retainers bave as assinated several. Nor is
he a very quiet subject of the Tycoon, Sir
Ru:berford Aleock saw a Japanese of ‘“‘con-
siderable official rank,’” who was remarkable
a8 the on'y one of seven omelskys, or official
8pies, sent successive'y fromm Yeddo i-to the
Prince of Satsuma’s territories, who came out
alive. There ig a story to'd of him which
shows curicusly the absolute power he wields
in bis dominions. According to Japanese et-
iquette, if the subject or vassal of cne prince
ir gults one of another, tie latter is held to be
dishonored if he does not avenge it. The

convenienced by the quarrels of his followers
with those of the neighboring nobles, made a
rule that, if one of his people was insulted by
the aﬂll.:'ij“t of ano'her daimio, he might avenge

of our parsimonious ancestors bave informed

us that the fatal waste of fortune is by small
expenses, by the profusion ¢f sums too little

183

—Two deaths have oceurred recently in this
city, from the incautious use of chloroform.
Extreme care in using it should be the lesson

learned, and not a blind predjudice against its
advantages.

—Five women abruptly left the Episcopal
Church in Vicksburg ¢n Christmas day, when
the minister prayed for the President. Gen.
McPberson has sent them out of the Federal
lines “for having acted disrespectfully toward
the Presidert and Government of the U. ».,
and having insulted their officers, soldiers
and loyal citizens, who had assembled.”

—Lord Clanmaurice, son of the Marquis of
Lansdowne, has beenn much hurt by a kick, in
the hunting-field.

—At a secret consistory, held lately at the
Vatican, several vacant sees in the annexed
provinces of the Papal States were filled up by
the nomination of Cardinals to bishoprics.
This will terd to widen the breach subsisting
between the Pope and the King of Italy.

—Sir Roderick Murchison, has carried off
the triennial prize offered by the French Aca-
demy of Science.

— A Dutchman’s soliloquy, on the ficklenegs
of his ladylove, is thus reported. ¢‘‘She loves
Shon Mickle so petter as I, because hehas got
coople tollars more as I has.”

—Geo. Francis Train, in a recent speech,
delivered somewhere in Nebraska, candidly
alluded to himself as ‘‘the best p'ayed-out
man in the country.

—A Judge interrupted .Curran in the midst
of a speech, when an ass began to bray under
the window, by saying: “One at a time, Mr.
Curran, if you please.”” Presently the Judge
began his charge to the Jury, and the ags be-
gan to bray again, when Curran remarked:
“Deces your lordship hear a remarkable echo
in the court?”?

—The Paris Presse computes the population
of the globe at one thousand millions, speak-
ing three thousand and sixty-four Innfuages,
and baving eleven hundred forms of religion.

—A French campan;lr‘ is preparing to culti-
vate sugar in Tahiti. Twenty-four sugar mills
are already in operation in the Sandwich Is-

gingly to alarm our caution, and which we | Jands.

never suffer ourselves to consider together.
Of the same kind is the prodigality of life: be
that hopes to loek back hereafter with satis-
faction upon past years, must learn to know
the present value of single minu'es, and en-
deavor to let no particle of time fall useless
on the ground. An Italian philoscpher ex-
pressed in his motto that time was his estate;

Y ian estate, indeed, that will produce nothing

without cultivation, but will always abun-
dantly repay the labors of industry, and sat-
isfy the most extensive desires, if no part of
it be suffered to lie waste by naﬁligence, to
be overrun by noxious plants, cr laid out for
show rather than for nse.—[Johnson.

F LoQUENT —A man, to be tru'y eloquent,
must firet possess some well defined though's
which he believes, and feels, and with which
he is so burdened, that he capnot keep
them. Then, if his soul is on fire, there i3 no
fear (provided he discards all affectation or
artifice) but that he will light up a flame in
the minds of his audience, of living, spark-
ling thought, which will continue to burn for-
ever, '
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: VARIETIES.
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—It is said that Washington Irving realized
on his works the sum of $205,383, Since his
death, to September, 30, 1863, the sum of $34,
273 has been received by his executors.

— It is stated that a [Pyrnmid, similar in con-
struction to those of Egypt, thovgh much
smaller, has been discovered in California,
One account says that the stones composing
the courses average 6 feet in length, and from
1 foot to 3 feet in thickness.

— What makes a lawyer’s position so peril-
ou-? Because he has other men’s deeds to an-
gwer for as well as his own. .

—An ingenious person has discovered an
economical way of lighting cities, and propos-
es to apply it to Paris. Balloons, from the
cars of which is to emanate an electric light,
are to be fixed at certain stations, and hover
over the city, at the proportion of one balloon
to 80,000 persons; the city would thus be light-
er at night than it often is in winter by day!

~—Cars,built after the American p'an, have
hee:ln put upon some of the railways in Swilzer-
land.

—A blind beggar recently begged of a
Scotch Innkeeper. He told a pitiful story.
The gule wite fed bim, but Boniface quietly

ut balf a crown in the poor fellew?s path
‘;'he cure was comp'ete, e beggar stooped
for the coin, miraculously received his sight—
and a basting.

—Life is like a _theatre, in this regpect: that
although durin t{Ne performance we bold high-
er and lower pilace, we all mix in one common
stream when the play is over and we go home

—The Baltic Gazelle says that the two
gsteam rams built at Glasgow for the Confede-
rates have been purchased by the Prussian
Government for 1,000,000 thalers.

—Coal mines, 150 miles square in aiea,
have been discovered in Brazil, The coal is,
bituminous and good.

—The population of Bamhujr‘ia estimated

—The Nashville Gazefte says that a compa-
ny bas been formed in that city, for the pur-
pose of bringing to market housea already
built. These buildings can easily be moved
from place to place, according to tte owaners
caprice.

— It not unfrequently happens that manners
are best learced from the unmannerly.
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ABSTRACT
Of Meteorological observations

for the moxth of

Jan., 1864, al G. S. L. City, Utah, by W,
W. Phelps.
MONTHLY MEAN.,
Barometer,
7am. | 2pwm | 9 pm.
__ 26380 | 26372 | 26365
“Moa'hiy Mean. Thermometor atiached.
7am. | 2 pwm. ]| 9. pm.
A e aw By W
Monthly Mean. Thermometer.  Open Air.
TR 1 R | 9pm.
s 3 TS | 22
Monthly Mean. Thermometer. Dry Bulb.
R Y RS A BN T
32 | 37 | JO T
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_Hiﬂéhé‘ut and lowest range of the Thermom-
eter in the open air was,

Max. 42°. Min. 8 below zero.

The amount of snow that fell during the
month was twenty and a half inches, which
produced nearly two inches of water. The
weather was steady cold, and severest on the
morning of the 6th—at 8 degrees below zero.

Fine sleighing during the month, and plenty
of health and wealth to improve the beverage.

MONTHLY JOURNAL.

lowed up the Psalms of David; Tom Jones,

himgelf by taking the life of his adversary,

at 800,000 persons. |

1. Cloudy and snowy.
2. Cloudy.
3. do
4. do |
5. Clear and very cold.
6. do (- R
7. Snowing all day.
8. Cloudy and cold,
9. Cloudy and snowy.
10. ¢o do
11. do do
12. Cioudy and warm.
13. do do
14. Clear. 7
15. Clondy; snowed tome.
16, Cloudy,
17. Clear.
18. Clear and cloudy.
19, Clear.
20, do
21. do
22. do
23. Hazy.
24, Cle: 1,
20, do
20, do
21, do
28.  A.m, clear; p.m. SDcWy.
20. Partially clear.
30, Cloudy and snowy.
3l, de do



