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" A CHAT WITH GENERAL HASEGAWA, THE COM.
MANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE JAPANESE ARMY
IN KOREA, AS TO THE SITUATION..

e A

(Speceial Correspondence.)

OUL, May, 1908—~Have you ever
Q heavd of Yong-san?
= Ii iy a great city in its begin-
u ning.  Thousands of worknien
are now bullding it and the structures
will, when . completed,
It has one palatial vesi-
than any
outside

heing erected
cost millions
dence which will' be finer
other bullding in the far
of that of the.Crown Prineeé of Japan
Tt will eost 500,000 yen, and it could not
that many -doilars. ol
soll This wil ‘he the
honie of the commander-in-chief of ths
Kores, and it will
cntertainments
will ‘have 95
will seat 1509

east,

he “bulit for

Tnlted States

army- in
grand

Japanese
be equipped for
of every description. It
rooms,  Its dining tables
guests at ane tinme und fts dancing hall
will accommodate a erowd of B0 Yong.
San J8 to o be the military capital of
Korea, and udjeining it I8 a largo torri-
tory which will be devoted to the rail-
vay officials and other such men.  Al-
togather, the settlement will form tha
nucleus of a great Japanese city, which
will extend toward and embrace Seoul,
which is now two miles away,
THIE TOKYO OF KORIEA.
and to havae
with Gen. Hasegawa, the
copimander-in-chief of = the Japaness
forces in Korea, that I rode in company
with Mr, Takouma Kouroda out from
Seoul In my jinrikisha this aflternoon,
Ouy way was through the wide street
which leads to the gate known as Nin-
miighty ructure. of stone;
with ‘two heavy roofs of black tile, one
above the ather, each decorated with
demons,  The crowd was thick all the
wiay (o the gite, and there we had (o
turn and make ouyr way around at the
side, the gate being now too small to
accommodate the traffic. The wall of
Seoul, which extends clear around the
elty, and which, until lately, was closad
every night by great doors plated with
iron, has had to be cut at this point,
and two wide roads made at each side.
These go rvight through the wall, and
the gate iteeif has been huilt about with
granite so that it stands theve as a
beautiful monument. [t has gorgeous
electric lJamps at each entrance, both
in and outside of the city, and it is a
fit mark of the union of the past anil
the present.

A few years ago the only buildings
beyond this gate were scattered thateh-
¢l huts hugging the wall. Now, the
wide road which has been made frem
therg io the River Han is lined for a
mile with Japanese and IKorcan build-
ings, and there are many foreign struc-
tures as well. The Ilorean  electric
street car line, belonging to an Ameri-
can firm, has a regular service, which
takes one to the Han, which 1s about
three miles away.  And not far from
the gate is the chief railroad depot of
Seoul, at which one can get cars for
Chemulpo to take ship for China, or
zo on the trunk line about 300 miles
north to the edge of Manchuria, or by
an equal distance south to Fusan,
whers a night's ferry over the Strait of
Korea will put you in Japan.

We passed many soldiers on our way
down this road. "There were cavalry
an horseback orowding the Korean traf-
fic off 1o the side, and now and tHen a
company of infantry, dusty and tired
by their long match from the Interior;
We went by scores of bullocks loaded
with fuel, great bundles of “evergreen
branches, a half ton In weight, whica
rose high over their heada and hung
down at the sides almost 1o their feet.
We passed carts of lumber, the boards
tied up in strings, and bullocks drawing
all sorts of building materials. Thera
were many women, both Japanese and
Koreans, and gorgeous big-hatted yang-
bans or Kol'ean nobles. 1 remember
ona who dashed by me riding a hicycle.
His long ping gown floated out on the
air, his black hat wobbled and his fat
feet. of padded cotton went up and
down on the pedals.

JAPAN'S MILITARY  CONCESSION.

We went fully two imiles before we
reached the limits of the military con-
cession, Here the street car line
branches off and goos on et the rail-
17ad to the right, nxiking its way down
to the river. The wide road leads
straight on through the new city. At
the vlght {s a Jarge drill ground whers
several regiments of troops could exer-
¢isa at one time, and above It are hills
spotted with grave mounds so thick
that they seein to ba sown and grown
as a crop. From here on for several
miles on both sides of the road all the
land has been granted to the Japinese.
The area covers thousands of acres,
and it iz some of the most wvaluable
land In the vicinity of Seoul. It orig-
inally belonged to the emperor, but he
sold it to the Japanesa for less than
250,000 gold dollars. The sale has been
much criticized by the Koreans, who
claim that the zpound was worth sev-
eral milllons and that the sale was a
forced one. Nevertheless, the Japanese
government has now a clear title to it,
and is exploiting it in much the same
way that the Russians built thelr new
town of Dalny at the end of the Man-
churian radlroad, which is now owned
by the Japtnese. 1In the shuffling of
the Internationai cards for the stake ot
Kore:x there is & bare possibility that at
some time in the far fuoture Yong-zan
may be one of the prizes which will go
into the hands of Russia; taking the
place that Dalny has now In the hands
of Japan.

At the present Yong-san is about the
liveliest Japanese spot in Korea, A
graat deal of grading is baing done.
Korean laborers, under the direction of
Japaness oversesrsars cutting down the

o Yong-san
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hills . and leveling the valley. They are
putting up dirt walls aubout some of the
big buildings, which look almost. like
fortifications. They are making dralns
and digging foundations. A system of
waterworks has been put in which sup-
plies the military city with pure watenr
from the mountains nearby, and wide
streets, crossing one another at right
angles, have 'been lald out, covering
almost tha whole territory. Roughly
speaking, I should say there ig room on
the site for several hundred thousand
people, and it is bhelleved that all the
ground not devoted to the military es-
tablishment  will be taken up with
Japanese bulldings.

JAPAN'S NBW BARRACKS,

The news bifracks now 'going up,’

many of which are already completed,
show that the Japanese intend to keep
a large military establishment in Korea
for a long time to come, They now have
20,000 men in different parts of the pen-
ingula, and several thousand of these
are here in Seoul. Thero are a score
or more of great two-story brick struc-
tures already erected, which are now
occupied by the men, and there are sim-
ilar buildings for the subordinate head-
quarters filled with offices and barracks
for non-commissioned officers in every
branch of the service.

I doubt if Uncle Sam houses his
troops anything like as well as the
mikado does these young Japanese.
The barracka are as substantially built
as any structures in the United States,
They are well deaigned and well light-
ed, and every man has the right amount
of air space. They are heated by Rus-
sian stoves which are built up in the
corner of each room_ The soldlers sleep
on spring beds, they take hot bhaths
once i day and their food is carefully
prepared.

During my stay I went through the
kitchens of some of the establishments.
It was about time for dinner, and
great tubs of steaming rleg had just
been taken from the fire, while fried
fish and vegetables wwere being ladled
out on to plates of poliched aluminum,
In order to make the camp equipment
as light as possible all the dishes used
by the men are of this metal, the rice
for each being served in an aluminum
box of ahout the size of that which
holds 100 cigars. ®ach man gets such
a box of rice at every meal and & fixed
supply of filsh, vegetables and sauce,
which Is varied in character from day
to day.. The food was put up in such
portions on trays, each of which carried
24 plates and rice boxes, and these
trays wera carried by men to the dor-
mitories nearby. All of the Japanese
soldierg now wear Furopean shoes.. I
judge they still find them unocomfort-
able, however, for I noticed at the en-
trance to each barracks great rows of
these shoes outside in the halls, and
that the men, as they jumped from
their couches and stood at attention
as I passed with their colonel, were in
their stocking feet,

The barracks I have referred to are
built around a great parade ground,
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at one side of which is an office build-
ing, where 1 was presented to the com-
manding general of the division. This
building must cover a cuarter of an
acre, and it was filled with clerks 'who
were working away. 'Up another street
many other large brick buildings are
rapidly rising, and on the sides of the
hills, overlooking this magnificent coun- .
try, are long lines of cottages, built
in Japanese style, but much warmer
than those of Japan. 'They are the
homes of the colonels, captains and
lieutenants.

The palace of the commander-in-
chief, referred to at the beginning of
my letter, is still farther on beyond
the army headquarters, which in size

.correspond somewhat to:that of one of
ha greatigoverniment bulldings at To-

kio, This residence is being constructed
of steel and red brick. It is of three
stories and basement, and it is by far
the finest building £ver begun in Korea.
It will have every maodern improvement
and wlill be one of the wonders of this
part of the far east. The bulilding is
still in the scaffolding, but the walls
have been finished, and it iz about
ready for roofing. It will probably be
completed durlng the year. The com-
mander-in-chlef of the army of IKorca
is lower in rank than the resident gen-
eral, and I am. wondering what will be
the home of the latter when it Is con-
structed. It may be that it is to
add to the impression that prevalls here
ag to the mighty power of the Japanese
army, and be a llving evidence of its
unlimited riches and strength,

THE MTIKADO'S MILITARY FIST.

The hand of the emperor of Japan
in hls ruling of Xorea Is for the
present, nominally at least, gloved
with velvet. Inside the glove, how-
ever, there jg a fist of iton. and the
man who represents this is Gen, Hase-
gawn, one of the most famous goldiers
in his majesty’'s army. He is com-=-
mander-in-chief of the garrison in
Korea, and as such has entire control
of military affairs on the peninsula.
He bhelieves in ruling the people with
a strong hand, and if he had his will
he would, T am told, institute a mili-
tary directorship and stop what many
call the humanitarian foolishness
now carried on by Uncle Sam and the
emperor of Japan in tryving to train
up weak and corrupt nations to the
ability of governing themselves, Gen.
Hasegawa would not acknowledge this
to the public. He Is here ag the as-
sistant of Prince Ito, and as such
must do as Prince Ito says. There is
no doubt, however, but that he be-
lieves in a strong hand being used in
Korea, and that he is able to wield
it if the same should be ordered.

The wmain object of my visit to
Pong-san today was to meet the gen-
eral and have a talk with him. My
audlence took placa in his headquar-
ters, and we drank tea and smoked
clgarettes as we chatted together
through the medium of Mr, Kouroda.

Gen, Hasegawa is now fifty-nine
vears of age. He began his life in
the army at twenty-two as a major,
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and rose to be a colonel six years
later. He was a major general In
1886, and he commanded a brigade
in the Japan-China war. At that time
he was noted as & hero of Port Ar-
thur, and in the war with Russin he
again won his spurs as the command-
er of the imperial guardsmen under
Gen. .Kurokl, leading it to victory at
the Yalu and the battle of Liaoyang,
He was made a general in 1904, and
after that battle was appointed head
of the army at Korea. He s now
practically at the top of Japanese
military regime, and should there be
a war with any foreign power the
probabllity is that he would be in
command.

Gen, Hasegawa looks like a soldier.
Indeed, he reminds me much of our
Gen. Lawtonr, who was killed in the
Philippines. He has the same slender
figure, the same erect bearing and an
eye which is equally piercing. He has
a jJaw or jron, high cheek bones and
a High, broad but rather receding fore-
head. His eyes are almost straight,
and his nose is larger than that of
the ordinary Japanese, His face is
full of red blood, but it is bronzed
from his life In the fleld. He wore
today his mllitary uniform, which is
the color of khaki, and on the bhreast
of his coat I noticed elght silk loops.
upon ‘which he hangs his principal
decorations of honor when he appears
bhefore the emperor and upon state
occasions,

GEN, HASEGAWA TALKS.

During our conversation, which
lasted for perhaps half an hour, T
asked the general to tell me something
of the military situation in Korea. He
replied that the situation was steadily
improving and that the rebels who
are. such on patriotic grounds had
practically disappeared. Sald he:

“The actual conditions of Korea as
to law .and order have ncver heen
known to the world, and. they haye
not been appreciated even by the gov-
ernment at Seoul. For generations
bands of brigands have infested the
mountains, and have come out now
and then to prey on the people of
the lowlands. They have held up the
farmers and blackmailed the villages.
If they were informed upon the in-
formers were sure to meet with death
sooner. or later, and the village might
be burned as a matter of vengeance.
These bands are generally without
organization. bhut there Is one chief
who has many followers. His home
i in the mountain fastnesses between
here and Gensan. We know who he
is and hope to catch him. At present
our soldiers are after these robber
bands. They are so scattered that it
will take ‘a long time to wipe them
out, and we believe that there are
thousands of them. When we have
disposed of them the country will be
practically quiet."”

KOREA'S IDLE OFFICIALS.
“Do you mean that the Koreans
will stop flghting and go to work?"
“Not altogether,” was the reply.
“They will stop fighting, but many
of them will never work. This is so0

A Woman’s Tonic

is needed for strengthening a wesk woman’s constitution. Take

Cardui.

Oardui hes been found to rebuild wreeked nerve force and
make weak, shattered women into bright, happy, healthy beings.

For long years it has been doing

is work for the women of
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‘hurting, down in my right side, that I could hsrdly bear it. My

doctors said that I was in a critical condition and going down hill,
and. I had lost all hopes of ever being better, when I began to

{ake Cardui.

“Before T had taken one bottle of Cardui
1 felt better and in a week’s time 1 was better

than I had been in six years.

Carduni works

far as the present generation is con-
cerned. The nobility have considered
It ‘disgraceful ‘to work, and the hang-
ers-on of the official cireles who have
lived by squeezing the common people
are the most difficult element we have
now to deal with. We have tried to
give them work, but they will not
take it. ‘I asked one of the mission-
aries how he wonld settle the question.
Hea replied that he did not think they
cauld be macle to labor and that the
trouble would continue until they died
o1 and gavo the avorkers aofrece field
for themselves, At pregent the bris
gands are being recruited from. this
{dle ‘class. They fight not so much on
grounds of patriotism as because they
will do nothing ‘else.”

KORISAN SOLDIERS.

What will Japan do as to the sol-
diers of Korea? Will it train the hoys
hera o that they may form  a part of
Japan's army of the future? The Ko-
reans unumber about 15,000,000, and it
they will fight they will make quite an
addition to your already large army."
The general laughed as he replied:

“1-should not encourage Such o plan,
and it is not in -accordance with our
scheme for bringing about the inde-
pendence of Korea under Japanese pro-
tection.  The Korean soldiers might do
well enough in the rear, and we could
use them forr the heavy worlk of our
military operations, as transports and
laborers. ‘We would not dare put
them at the front.”

“How about the charges that your
soldiers ave oppressing the people and
killing them without causge?”

“There is no truth in such state-
ments,’” sald Gen. Hasegawa. ‘‘“Wa have
to he severe in our treatment of the
rebels in order to maintain peace and
keep the unruly element in check. War
is a serious matter, and such condi-
tions have to be handled In a serious
way. Otherwise we could do nothing
with the country. We wipe out the
insurgents when they are found, and
it may be that when we are misin-
formed ag to who are Insurgents some
innocent men may be killed. At pres-
ent we are using many Koreans In our
police force, and the pro-Japancse Ko-
reans arve aiding us to put down the
rebellion.’”

“Is it true that a band of your &ol-
diers recently killed 20 such Koreans,
supposing them ipsurgents?’

“T know the case to which you re-
fer,” said Gen. Hasegawa. “We are
not vet sure whether those peaple ywere
insurgents or not. The killing occurred
In a part of the country where there
were bands of rebels, one of which
contained about 5.  Our troops were
on the track of that band and had been

informed that it was in a certain inn.
The officer in command caught one man

coming out and he had papers on him
showlng that he was an insurgent. He
then ordered those within the building
ta come out or he would shoot.  They
did not reply, and he commanded hls
soldier« to fire. ~ Upon going in flater
20 were found dead. We still belleva
that they were largely Iinsurgents.
They certainly should have answered
when the soldiers ordered them out.'

“I§ not Korea a difflcult’Jand to po-
lce?” ks

“Yes, exceedingly so. The country is
covered with mountains. There are
no roads whateyer over which troops
can be marched. The only routes from
one place to another are- bridle paths,
Wwhich become streams and rivers when-
aver it rains. There are practically
no bridges and the country is so poor
that it .is difficult to bprovision s the
troops except by carryving food every-
where with us. Another annoyance
to which the men are subjected is the
universal presence of vermin, owing to
the personal incleanliness of the people.
There are lice and bugs of all kinds,
and it is almost impossible for the
troopg to keep themselves free from
them.”

WHERE A SOLDIER SHOULD DI,

T here asked the general as to the
health of his troops. He replled that
it was excellent and that the troops
had not had the fever, dysentery and
smallpox, €0 common among the Xo-
reans. He said the men were well
cared for, and T complimented him: on
the healthful arrangements of his new
barracks, sayving that Japan was lead-
ing the world in matters of mllitary
sanitation, and thuat the low death rate
from dligease among the Japanese
troops in Manchuria had been less than
that of any great war in the past. The
general acknowledged that this was
true and significantly added:

“We Japanese do not believe that a
soldier should die in his bed.”

I then broached the subject of Rus-
sfa, asking the general whether he
thought there would he another war
later on -and whether he would build
fortifications along the “northern bor-
ders of Iorea. He replied that he
would not and that such fortifications
on the frontier would be contrary to
the treaties between the two countries.
As to another struggle with Russia, he
would not answer, saying that he hoped
{here would ha peace helween the two
nationg from now on. He sald Japan
did not want trouble with any one, but
that if war came she would have (o
do what she could.

“We must fight just whenever our
honor is at stake.
when to llve svithout fighting would
be ta suffer more than to die.”

Theve are occasions,

I then asked, ““What about the charga
}‘nat you are preparing to fight Amer.
“_‘,"’ll 4 o
To this the genéral semi-tace
replied: goukLy

**You people must consider usg very
war-like to think we want to fight You
Indeed, we would like to live a whie
vet.” T

With that we both laughed ay
interview closad. oy

FRANK G, CARPENTRR,

It you desire a clear complexion {:
Foley's Orino Laxative fopr cm\nst‘l;;lff
tlon and liver trouble as it will sllm{l.
late these organss« and thoroughiy
cleanse your system, which s iwhat
everyone needs in the spring in “Fd‘\*r
to feel well.-—The F. J. Hill Drug o
(The never substitutors.) Salt Take

ity

IIUMORS,

Come to the surface In the spring
&S In no other season, It's a pity the
don't run themselves all off that \\v‘:\y).’
but in spite of pimples and other
eruptions, they mostly remain in the
system. That's bad. 7

Hood's Sarsaparilla removes them
and cures all the painful and disfigyr.
Ing troubles they cause. Nothing br-lq;;
cleanses the system and clears 'u}g
complexion like Hood's. \

TEACHERS AND SUMMER EX-
CURSIONS EAST.

Chicago and return $55.00.
and Minneapolis, $52.00,
June 4th, 11th, 12th, 16th, 26th, July
2nd, 2rd, 23rd, 24th, Aug. 13th, 14th
Sept. 10th and 11th, final return llmié
Oct, 31st. Diverse routes via the ('hi-
cago & Northwestern Ry. Tor partic-
ulars address

C. A, WALKER, General Agent,
38 ‘West 2nd South, Salt Lake City, Utah,

St. Paul
Dates of sals

White Star—Deminlion Line
MONTREAL—-QUEBEC—LIVERPOOL.
Ottawa .oie oveee.May 29, July 10, Aug,
Canada <... ....June 12, July 17, Aug. 2
*Taurentic (new) June 19, July 2{, Aug. 2§
Dominion .... June 26, July 31, Sept.
*Magantic (new) coaduly 30 Aog, 7
*T.argest and finest steamers on the
St. Lawrence route, 80 and 96 Dearborn
St.. Chicago, IIL.

and artistic effect.

It’s the Rustic Hickory—made to combine wearing qualities
Every piece shows excellent workmanship

and symmetrical designs—OIld Hickory breathes comfort and
will repay many fold every dollar put into this grade of porch
and lawn furniture.

It

WE OFFERA BIG VARIETY

Rocke?s
Chairs

Setees

)

Lounge

IN HICKORY FURNITURE

Stools
Roman
Seats
Tete-a-
Tete

baths.

We guarantee the-durability of this furniture; the seats and
backs are woven by hand with smooth strips of hickory bark;
all joints are securely nailed and glued and water serves only to
preserve it—you can’t injure Old Hickory with frequent shower

No summer home is complete without a liberal repre-
sentation of old Hickory and a few pieces on your lawn or porch
will give you added enjoyment during the

refreshing summer evenings---

Qur spowing of Old Hickor
is Notw at its Best -

Come in and make your se-

lection early—The prices will

please you as well as the furn-
iture.
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like & charm. I think it is the best medicine I
ever used. I advise all suffering women to
take Cardui.”

Your druggist carries Cardui always in
stock. Qet a bottle today.

America, nntil today it is well-known ag ‘“the woman’s tomic” and
thousands of weak, sick, miserable women, write entbusiastic letters

in praise of Cardui.
' Mrs. M. C. McElroy, of Clinton, Ky., writes. “For six years,
5! T was a sufferer from female troubles. I could nat est, could not
: p stand on my feet without suffering great pain. I had such awful

S
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Planna.




