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A RELIGIOUS LESSON FROM A
QUESTIONABLE SOURCE.

THE New York AMail and Express
of the 4th inst., contnins a leading ar-
ticte, which, to say the least, is of s
8 character quite uncommon for the
columnis of an American newspaper of
these times. It is headed “Obey God,”
and opens by reference to A passage
from the Bible® whic¢h appears at the
top of the same column. The follow-
ing is the text in question:

“At what instant I shall spenk concern-
ing n pation, and concerning a kingdom,
to pluck up and to break down and to
destroy it; if that nation, concerning
whieh I bhave spoken, turn from their
evil, I will repent of the evil that I
thought to do unto thetn. And at what
ingtant I shall speak concerning a nation,
and eoncerning a kingdom, to bnild and
to plant it; if it do evil in myv sight, that
it obey not my voice, then 1 wiil repent
of the good, wherewiih I said I would
benefit them,*

The prous editor of the Mail and Ex-
preas commends the study of this pas-
sage to the National Commission and
tothe Board of Directors of the Chicago
Columbian Exposition, who, he says,
‘‘are put to tha test by the proposition
submitied to the American Sabbath
Union, that the gates of the Fair shall
be closed on the Sabbath, and that
they shall immediately announce that
decision.’?

This sugust body are promlsed a
judgmeut unless they ehalil conform to
the Fourth Commandment, and it is to
be in the sbape of ‘0 continuance of
the querulous and paralyzing counsels
that have affiicted their body, and the
peslilences that have affllcted the city
of Chieago.”

They are alsv threatened with a
finaneial disad vantage, fn the follow-
ing terms:

. “They may also expect that the Chris-
tinn people of these United Etates will
both refrain from sending exhibits to the
Exhibition, and also from attenrling ihe

Exhibition themselves; which will inflict
& very severs loss npon them financially

and greatly detrnet from the beauty,
tx;ar:e:g,y ald completoness of the Exhibi-
on.

This is followed hy a promies, in
cage of obedience, nnd the putting of
a0 important interrogatory:
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nounce to the world, that the gates
of the ¥Fair shall be closad upon
Sundays, and themselves Kkeep that
law individually, they may axpect
to see A cessation of the pestilences
with which so many of them and the city
of Chicago have been wisited; and that

‘the sentiment of the people will be har-

monized and: greatly strengthened till it
shall pervade all elasses of the peopls,
throughout the whole United States, in
favor of making thassFair far surpass
anything of tho kind ever hefore known
to the world.

God constuutly repents to nations the
test which He put to the Hebrews hy the
Prophet Elijah on Mount Carmei, and
He now calls aloud in thunder tones by
Hie Providence, in every skfr which
limita_ tho human vision in all parts of
theso United States.

“Whieh is God? Is your idol, Baal,
God? Or, is God the Lord Almighty,
Glorious and Blessed for ever?

‘“The Baalites were sinin.

“History repeats itself.”

An effort Yo induce people to con-
form to the Divine will is commend-
abie. He has slways [avored the
keeping of the Babbath day sacredly
by all professing Christiansg, while it is
amark of the ftrue gentleman and
gentlewoman who may not be relig-
ijusly inclined, to confurm as far aas
practicable to usages the breach of
which is painful to a large elass of the
population. We hnve regretted the
encroachments upon the Sabbath that
have gradually oblained a foothold in
this community during the last few
years, and that the present city gov-
ernment has taken no =mall part in
producing the undesirable change.

It would have been more satisfac-
tory, however, if the lesson which has
been reAd and the admonition given to
the chiefs of the Columbian Exposition
had emanated from a more consistent
source than the editoref the New York
Mail and Ezpress, He lays heavy
stress upon u portion of the divine law,
while he has frequently shown an
utter disregnard of a divine obligation
upon which the law and the prophets
hang,being the fundamental basis of
the }ife of the true Christian:

“Love the Lord thy God with adl thy
might, mind and strength, and thy neigh-
bor as thyself.”

A man’s neighbors are the human
race. But we knew that this very re-
ligious editor.of the New York daily
we have quoted excludes at ieast one
class of people from this category—ihe
““Mormons.”” Yet Ged hns never sig-
nified that he favored Any such ex-
ception, but very much to the contrary,

This pious journalist has omitted no
opportunity to bear false witness agninat
the SBajnts and to urge the application of
a fanatigal crusade agninst tliem. He
has shown suegh a disposition toward
the “Mormnn” people A" to warrsnt
the presurnption that had be been in
posgesaion of the power in his jimited

“If tho Commissioners and Directors | Personality to wipe them from the face
will immedintsly resolve, and so an- ' of the earth he would not have walited

the operation of any exhibition of an-
ticipated divine wrath {o annihilate
them, but wounld—with an excellent
appetite for unreagonable vengeance—
attended to the business himself. But
notwithstanding all of his bitterness,
the innocent objects of his impotent
thunder would not harm a hair of his
head, as they belong to a superior cluass
of practical Christiana than that in
which he can be properiy rated,'

Our advice to the editor is, that he
put into his personal conduct the con-
dition to which ¢all the law and the
prophets’’ are appended, and then he
,can .properly pick up the secondary
requirements of Christianity and insist
on their bLeing observed. Until he
shall do this he belongs to the onlerof
professional religionists to which
pious trader was attached. 'This reli-
gious huckster calied to his shop-boy;
“John, have you watered the vine.

gar?? ‘“Yes, sir.”” ‘‘Have you sanded
the sugar?” “Yes, sir,”” ‘Then come
to prayers.’’

— -

“MORMON" POLITICAL LIBERTY.

N¢ matter what its opponents and
mallgners may say,the genius of “Mor-
monism?’ is the spirit of liberty. It
upholds the freedom of man. It de-
clares that the Constitution was wrlt-
ten ander Divine guidance by men
whom God raieed up for the purpose
“‘that every nian may act in doctrine
and principle aceording to the moral
agency which He bhas given unto
{them."*

There is notaing coercive in the sys-
tem. It forges no fétters for the soul.
It has no chains for the conscience. It
biods no man in either religious
or political bnnds. It enjoins re-
flection. It encourages thought.
It requires education, It wurges
freedom while it promotes unity. Com-
puisory union is foreixn to its whole
purpose and tendeacy. Intelligen®
understanding of what is right in
principle and what ig best for com-
munity i& the omly uniting foree it
seeks to exercise.

It is so in religion. It advlses it in
politica. Its only political commu'nd
is this: “Honest rnen and wise men
should be sought for diligently, and
good men and wise men ye
gshould observe to dphold.”  That
isall. The Church does not elaim
power over the State. Itseeks no or-
ganic alliance with the State. It dic-
tntes nothing as to party. It issues no
edict as to candidates. It gives no or-
der as to votes,

The liberty it demands for 1ts mem-
bers is the liberty it accords to nthera.
Civil and religions freedom within the

limits of constitutional law, s funda-



