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A RELIGIOUS LESSON FROM A

questionable SOURCE

THE new york mavmail and express
of the ath dinst contains a leading ar-
ticle which to say the least is of a
a character quite uncommon for the
columbes of an american newspaper of
these times it is headed obey god 21

and opens by reference to a passage
from the bible which appears at the
top of the same column the follow-
ing is tlethe text in question

at what instant I1 shall speak concern f

ing a nation and concerning a kingdom
to pluck up and to break down and to
destroy it if that nation concerning
which I1 have spoken turn from their
ovilevil I1 will repent of the evil that I1
thought to do unto themthein and at what
instant I1 shall speak concerning a nation
and concerning a kingdom to build and
to plant it if itft do evil in my sighteight that
it obey not my voice then I1fwill repent
of the good wherewith I1 said I1 would
benefit them

the pious editor of the mau awl ex-
press commends the study of this pas-
sage to the national Commincommissionsion and
to the board of directors of the chicago
columbian exposition who hebe says
are put to the test by the proposition

submitted to the american sabbath
union that the gates of the fair shall
be closed on the sabbath and that
they shall immediately announce that
decisiondec I

this august body are promised a
judgment unless they shall conform to
the fourth commandment and it is toco

be in the shape of a continuance of
the querulous and paralyzing coulacounselsseja
that have afflicted their body and the
pestilences that have affiaaffi fetedacted the city
of chicago

they are also threatened withwiT a
financial disadvantage in the follow-
ing terms

they may also expect that the chris-
tian people of these united statesStateswillwillboth refrain from sendingending exhibits to theexhibition and also from attending theexhibition themselves which will inflicta very severe loss upon them financialfinanciallylvand greatly detract from the beabeautyut Y
variety and completeness of the exexhibi-tion hibi

10

this tois followed by a propromisenilie infax

case of obedience and the putting of
an important luterinterrogatoryrogatory

if the commissioners and directors
will immediately resolve and so an

nonnce to the world that the gatesgatea
of the fair shallball be closed upon
sundasundays and themselves keep that
law individuallyirindividually they may expect
to see a cessation of the pestilences
with which so many of them and the city
of chicago have been visited and that
the sentiment of the people will be har-
monized and greatly strengthened till it
shall pervade all classes of the people
throughout the wholebhole united states in
favor of making far surpass
anything of the kind ever before known
to the world

god constantly repeats to nations the
test which he put to the hebrews by the
prophet elijah on mount carmel and
he now calls aloud in thunder tones bby
his providence in every sky ehtelwhich
limits the human vision in alall parts of
these united states

which is god Is your idol baal
god or is god the lord almighty
glorious and blessed for ever

ahethe BaalBaa itealites were slain
history repeats itself

an effort to induce people to con-
form to the divine will is commend-
able he has always favored the
keeping of the sabbath day sacredly
by all professing christians while it is
a mark of the true gentleman and
gentlewoman who may not be
busly1 ugly inclined to conform as far as
practicable to usages the breach of
which is painful to a large clawclass of the
population we have regretted the
encroachmentsencroach ments upon the sabbath that
have gradually obtained a foothold in
this community during the last few
years and that the present city gov-
ernment has taken no small part in
producing the undesirable change

it would havehae been more satisfac-
tory however if the lesson which hasbas
been read and the admonition given to
the chiefs of the columbian exposition
had emanated from a more consistent
sousourceace tbthanan the ed I1 torf the new york
mccu and emprow he lays heavy
stress upon a portion of the divine law
while he has frequently shown an
utter disregard of a divine obligation
upon which the law and the propprophetehetatn
hang being the dundamfundamental barisofbasis of
the life of the true christian

loveiove the lord thy god with all thy
might mind and strength and thy neigh-
bor as thyself

A mans neighbors are the human
race but we know that this very re-
ligious editor of the new york daily
we have quoted excludes at least one
classclam of people from this category the

Mormons jl yet godged has never sig-
nified that hebe favored any such ex-
ceptionception but very much to the contrary

this pious journalist has omitted no
opportunity to bear false witness agalagainstnet
the saints and to urge the application of
a fanatical crusade against them he
has shown a dispositiondispo toward
the mormon people as to warrant
the presumption that hadbad he been in
possession of the power in his limitlimitedkid
personality to wipe them from the face
of the earth he would not have waited

the operation of any exhibition of an-
ticipated divine wrath to annihilateit
them but would with an excellentn t
appetite for unreasonable vengeance
attended to the business himself but
notwithstanding all of hisbis bitterness
tbthe innocent objects of his impotent
thunder would not harm a hair of his
head as they belong to a superior class
of practical christians than that in
which he can be properly rated

our advice to the editor is that hebe
put into his personal conduct the con-
dition to which all the law and the
prophets ly are appended and then he
can properly pick up the secondary
requirements of christianity and insist
on their being observed until he
shall do this he belongs to the orderorde of
professional religionists to which a
pious trader was attached this reli-
gious huckster called to his shop boy

john have you watered the vine-
gar yes sir have you sanded
the sugar yesyea sir 111 then come
to prayers 1

MORMON POLITICAL LIBERTY

no matter what its opponents and
malig ners may baythe genius of mor
monishamon isna 1 is the spirit of liberty it
upholds the freedom of man it de-
clares that the constitution was writ-
ten under livine guidance by men
whom god raised up for the purpose
that every man may act in doctrine

and principle accordingcordingao to the moral
agency which he has given unto
them

there is nothing coerciveve in the sys-
tem it forges no fetters for the soul
it has no chains for the conscience it
binds no man in either religious
or political bonds it enjoins re-
flection it encourages thought
it requires education I1itt uurges
freedom while it promotes unity com-
pulsory union is foreign to its whole
purpose and tendency IntIntellielligegeo
understanding of what is right in
principle and what is best for com-
munity is the only uniting force it
seeks to exercise

it is so in religion it advises it in
politics its only political command
tois this honest men and wise denmen
should be sought for diligently and
good men and wise men ye
should observe to abold that
is all the church does not claim
power over the state it seeks no or-
ganic alliance with the state it dic-
tates

P

nothing as to party it issues no
edletedict as to candidates it gives no or-
der as to votes

the liberty it demands for its mem-
bers is the liberty it accords to others
civil and religious freedom within thelthe
limits of constitutional law tois fundafun da


