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deathbiath the dignity of successor to the
prophet went over to
who had litehis reresidence in damascus

abu bakr was victorious insyria omaroma conquered damascus
and jerusalem one of his generals
ami subdued egypt and northern
africa another general
successful in persia and the coun-
tries of ancient assyria sangui-
nary quarrels about the right order
of sacsuccessioncession did not bar the out-
ward progress siciladicilla was con-
quered spain followed and an at-
tempt was made to subdue gallia
this was frustrated by tile victories
of charles martell by tours andpoitiers but on the shores of
the gaugesganges and indus mohamme-
dan kingdoms were founded even
when internal quarrels seemed aboto
threaten i to break dowa the
whole structure it was seen
that it was held together
as with invisible hands there
were at one period three caliphs at
oneine time one in bagdad one in
cairo and one in cordova but the
power of islam was not broken bby
this fracture new blood and lire
were poured into the body by the
turks joining these continued
the work of propagation constan-
tinople was taken in 1453 and the
victorious hordy carried the cres
cent as far as the walls of vienna
the dignity of successor now went
over to the turkish sultan 1517
selim 1I added also to his titles of
caliph and chief imam that of
cervant of the two holy cities

it is true thatthai the saracenssaracenaSaracens and
the turks foundoefound on their way most
old dead forms of governments
which were anah easy pteyprey to the
hordes burning with rareligious zeal
and fanaticism but this does not
as has been shown wholly account
for their marvelous success it can
be accounted for on no other ground
than to suppose uunseen forces work-
ing through the instrumentality of
men for a prophetical description
of these conquests seesee revelations
ix

it is noticeable thatchat islam has riotnot
yet lost very much territory atalthough Spain and sicily and a large
partort of european turkey are now1at yet in the heart of asia and
africa it is still progressprogressingirig even
more so it is said than christian-
ity it11 may be that islam will yet
prove a klepping stone for some of
those nations to some higher state
of religious knowledge to truth

AL KORAN

Aal koran are the holy scripturesAures
of the moslems the word itself
means recitation or lecture
the book Is a collection of doctrines
sermonsps anddiameprpreceptsapts given by mo-
hammed as divane revelations and
constitutes the law book of islamthe present arrangement of the
different Ohchaptersapters is not the work of
mohammed he seems to have
avoided any such collection of the
whole into one volume perhaps
with the view of a final revision
but hisbis successor abu bakr col-
lected the existing fragments ana
completed the volume with suet
traditions that were still fresh inthe memory this work was never
universally acknowledged because

its discrepancies with other partial
collections here and there existing
were too apparent the third suc-
cessor othmanothman undertook an ex-
tensive revision and had a great
number of copies written which
were distributed among the various
local authorities in the moham-
medan world he also commanded
all other copies of the koran to be
destroyed but even in the puri-
fied form the volume is not free
from contradictions which how-
ever are no doubt satisfactorily ex-
plained by the theologians I1
judge from analogy with christ-
ian theologians who generally

explain everything
in suras or chapters of unequal
length is accidental and seems to
have been doneItdone withouthout reference
to the connection of matter or chro-
nology As a consequence of this
the koran is to occidental readers
a very tiresome volume but the
orientalsOrient als who in all their views
and inclinations seem to hebe contrary
to us cleave to the book with a love
and reverencerevert nee ardh ird to account for

koran is the basis of the theology
as wewellI1 as of the theoretic and prac-
tical jurisprudence of islam it isie
considered the standard of style and
language of the arabic tongue andan J
the moslems are allowed to read it
in arabic it is also the only text-
book of the elementary schools and
it laIs considered a meritorious work
to learn passages of it by heartmany moslems are able to recite the
whole book and they are honored
with the title of hefuhaats a word which
means keeper preserver watcher
radand is in that sense applied to god
himself
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DOCTRINES

the doctrines otof islam havebave as
their basis such traditions as
had been transplanted fromA brabam
to the descendants of ishmaelmany of its doctrines aid precepts
are therefore in full harmony with
the books of the old and new testa-
mentssaudand it bears a striking re-
semblancesem blance to judaism and chris-tianityti in other points again itruns in quite an opposite direction
the chief doctrines are three the
doctrine of the unity of the god-
head and of the divine mission of
mohammed are comprised in the
creed called kelmetSell met ahehadetdef or

which reads there
is no god or divinitydi vj anity except god
and mohammed is his prophetpropbet 91

to these two dogmas comes the
third about retributionr trib ution in the nextworld parparadiseParaI1Hiseise and hell ate two
distinedis belilreligiousous ideas of the mos-
lems

the chief and most important
dogma however tois that of the uniunityy
of god therhe koran says rehe 1is
the oueone god the eternal hedoes not beget and is not begotten
and no one is like him with
this declaration islam forms as it
were a square and faces its oppon-
ents alla I1 round it puts itself in op-
position to the heathen with their
innumerable gods and goddesses
also to judaism which according
to talmud does not dechideclinene to honor
sonaesome of their loadersleai lors ezra furfor in-stance as soriasons of god 1 I

or their rabbis as lords it
opens its fire upon the christian 11

with their athanasianAthan asiati
mathematically impossible ideas of

and what is worse also
upon the revelations of god con-
cerning himself by which we are
taught to look to god as to our
father our originator hence re-
conciliation between islam and the
other creeds seems impossible thedivergence on the first and funda-
mental doctrine is too great

among the qualities of god sinom-
nipotenceni and omniscience seem to
be foremost justice and holiness
have only a secondary place one
characteristic feature which may be
mentioned in this connection is
that according to islam god hasprere ordained everything whatgappenshappens must be it could nothave
been otherwise every event was
mapped out before its occur-
rence this so called fatalismfatallem
arabic or kismetkinnet seems

to have been carried to its very far-
thest extremes by the moslems
this doctrine helps them to bear
painpaid consoles them in misery and
erienablesables them to yield gracefully to
the inevitable on the other hand it
tends to foster indifference and
weakens the mind when its full ac-
tivity might perhapsoer haps have averted
threatening dangersdaners whence this
dogma of fatalism comes is not very
difficult to imagine the first pa-
triarchs had no doubt clear ideas
of a propre existence as again re-
vealed in these last days very
fully and clearly the Ucaccountscounts
of the creation in genesis andd
other passages show this it is no
difficult matter to perceive howho this
doctrine transmitted from mouth to
mouthmonth through generations with-
out the guiding and preservative
influence of inspiration should fin-
ally become fatalism it is distorted
and misunderstood truth it is the
twin brother of the augustinian
Calvini stice predestination

divine revelations come aoae
colcomalingAling to islam through the
medium of angels or inspired
men gabriel is the chief of the
angels mohammed is the chief
among the prophets and as such isin
referred to as the lord of
prophets or 11 rhefhe het of
prophets using an oriental con-
structionst analogous to song of
sosongsuga for instance the other
principal prophets are adam noshnoah
abraham moses and jesus theof these ardaid other prophets
are thus explained adaniadam thepure in god seth the messenger
of god noah or nuh the
saved one of god abrahamIbrihim the frieldfriend of glodigod

smallemail the sacrifice of god
Jjosephose h Jusufjusuf the faithful
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luin god ahab Ajjub the pa-
tient one in god moses mussmusa

the word of god david daud
the follower of god solomonbolomia

suleiman the confidant of god
and jesus leaisa I1 the spirit of god
who is the great prophet after mo-
hammed each of the six great
prophets adam noah abrahammoses jesus and mohammed rep-
resented the will of god for a cer-
tain dispensation each in turn being
superseded by his successor thejews they acknowledge were true
believers from the time of nowmoses to


