death the dignity of successor to the
Prophet went over to Moawijah,
who bad his resideuce iu Damascus.

Abu Bekr was victorious in
Byria. Omar conquered Damascus
and Jerusalem. One of his zenerals,
Amr, subdued Egypt and northern
Africa; another general, Chalid, was
successful in Persin and the coun-
tvies of ancient Assyria. Saugui-
nary guarrels about the right order
of succession did uot bar the out-
ward progress. Bicilla was con-
gquered. Spain tollowed, and an at-
tempt was made to rubdue (allia.
This was frustrated by the victories
of Charles Martell by Tours and
Poitivrs, 732, But on the shores of
the Gauges and lndus Mohamme-
dan kiugdoms werelounded. Even
when interpal quarrels seemed to

threaten to break  dewn the
whole structure it was gseen
that it was held together
as  with invisible hauds. There

were at one period threa caliphs at
one time, onc in Bagdad, one iu
Cairo, and one in Cordova. But the
power of [slam was not broken by
this fracture. New blood and life
were poured into the body by the
Turks jeiuing. These coutivued
the work of propayation. Constan-
tipople was tuken iu 1453, and the
victorious hords ¢arried the Cres-
¢ent as far a8 the walls of Vienna.
The dignity of successor now went
over to the Turkizsh Sultan, [517.
Belim I. added also to his titles of
caliph and Chief Imam that of
servant of the two holy citivs.

It is true that the Saracens apd
the Turks found on thefr way most
old, dend forms of governments,
which were an easy prey to the
hordes burning with religious zeal
and fanaticism. But this does not,
as has been shown, wholly aecount
for their marvelous suceess. It can
be accounted for on no other ground
than to suppose unseen forevs work-
jug through the instrumentality of
men. For a prophetieal descriptiou
of these conquests see Revelations
I1xX.

It is noticeable that Islam has not
yet lost very much territory. Al-
though Sﬂain and Bicily aud a large

rt of Buropeau Turkey are now
ost, yet in Lbe hearl of Agia and
Africa it is still progressing, vven
more #0, it i8 sald, than Christian-
ity. 1t may be that Islam will yet
prove n slepping-stone for soiue of
those nations to some liigher state
of religious knowledge, to truth.

AL KUORAN.

‘Al i{orau are the holy scriptures
of the Mloslems.
means “Recitation” or “‘Lecture.’’
The buok i8 a collection of doctrines,
sermous, and precupts given by Mo-
hammed as divine revelations, and
constitutes the law-book of Islam.
The present armangement of the
dlfferent chapters is not the work of
Mohammed. He seems to have
avoided any such collectlon of the
whole futv one volume, perbaps
with the view ofa flual revision.
But his suceessor, Abu Bekr, col-
lected the existing fragments ana
completed the volume with syen
traditions that were still fresh in
the memory. This worli wus never
wuiversaliy acknowledged, because
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collections, here and there existing,
wure toe apparent. The third suc-
cessor, Othman, undertock an ex-
tensive revielon and had a great
oumber of copies written which
were distributed among the various
local authorities in the Moham-
medan world. He also commauded
all other copies of the Koran to be
destroyed. But even in the puri-
fied fortn the volume iz not free
from contradictions, which, how-
ever, are no doubt satisfactorily ex-
Plained by the theologians. I
Judge from analogy with Christ-
ian  theologiang, who generally
‘explain’ everything. Thedivision
in 114 suraas or chapters of unegual
length is accidental and seems to
have been done without reference
to the connection of matter or e¢hro-
nology. \sa consequeiice of thig,
the Koran is to occidental readers
a very tiresome volume, hut the
Orientals, wlio in all thelr views
and inclinationsseain to e contrary
to us, cleave to the book with a love
and revervnee hard to account for.
Koran is the basis of the theology
as well 18 of the theoretic and prac-
tical jurieprudenc: of Istam. It ie
considered the standard of style and
lnugunge of the Arabic tougue, and
the Moslems are allowed to read it
in Arabic. [t is alsn the only text-
hook of the elementary schools, and
it is considered a rweritorious work
1o learn passages of it by beart.
Many Moslems nre able to recite the
whole book, and they are honored
with thetitle of Hafis, n word which
means “keeper, preserver. watcher,*?
and s, io that sense, applied to God
himself. ’

DOCTRINES,
The doctrines ot Islam have as
their basis such traditions as

had heen transplanted from A braham
to the desceudants of Ishmael.
Many of 1ts doctrines a1l precepts
are therefore in full harmony with
the books of the Old and New Testa-
ments, aud it bears a striking re.
semblance to Judaism and Chris-
|tianity. In other poinmts, again, it
rung in quite an opposite direction.
Che chief doctrines are three, The
doctrine of the unity of the God-
head and of the divine mission of
Mohanimed are comprised in the
creed, called HKelimet shehadet, or
Kelimettanhid. which reads: *‘There
i8 no Ged {or Dlvinit{l except God,
and Mohammed is is prophet.”?
To these two dogmas comes the
third about retribution in the next
world. Paraflise and hell are two
distine’ veligious ideas of the Mos.
ems.

The chief and most important
dogma, however, is that of the unity
of God. The Koran says: ‘‘He is
the (iod—one God the Eterual. He
does not beget and is not bryotten,
aad no one is ke Him.’”” ~ With
thiseclaration Telam forms, as it
wery, 3 square, and faces its oppon-
ents all round. It puts itself in op-

innumernble wods and godidesses,
alsy to Judaiem, which, aceording

to Talmud, does uot declineto honer
aome of their leadors—Ezr for ln-
'stapce —as  “Sona  of  Gol,»
lor thelr rabhis as “Lords.” [t
‘opens its fire upon the

its discrepancies with other }mrtinllchﬂ"l‘cheq with their

position t the heathen, with their |
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Athanasian,
mathematicaily imjpossible ideas of
Triuuity, and, what is worse, also
upon the revelations of (God con-
cerning himself, by which we are
taucht to Iook to God as to our
Father, our Originator. Hence, re-
conciliation hetween Islam and the
other creeds seems impussible. The
divergence on the first and funda-
mental doctrine is too great.

Among the qualities of God, om-
nipotence and omniscience scem to
be foremost. Justice and holiness
have only a secondary place. One
characteristic feature which iuay Le
mentioned iw this connection is
that, according to Islam, God has
pre-ordained everything, What
happens must be. Tt vould not have
been otherwise. Fwery event was
mapped  out belore  its  oeeur-
rence.  This  so-called  fataliswn
{Arabic: Takdir or Kirmet) seems
to have beeu varrivd to its very far-
thest extremes by the Moslems.
This «doctrine helps them to bear
pain, consoles them in misery, and
enahles them to yeld gracefully to
the inevitable; on the other hand, it
tends to foster indifference, and
weakens the mind when its full ac-
tivity might, perhaps, have averted
threatening dangers. Whence this
dogioa of fatalisin comes is not very
difflcult to imagine. The first pa-
triarchs had, no doubt, clear ideas
of a pre-existence, as again re-
vealed in these last days very
fully and cleatly. The accounts
of the creation in Gepesis and
ol lter pagsages show this. It is no
difficult matter to perveive how this
doctrine, trapsmitted from mouth to
mouth through generations, with-
out the puiding and preservative
iufluence of inspiration, should fin-
ally hevormne ftalism. It js distorted
aud misunderstood truth, It is the
twin brother of the Augustinian-
Calvinistice predestination.

Divine revelations come, ac-
cotdiug to  Islam, through the
medium  of Angels or inspired

meu. Gabriel s the chief of the
angels; Mohammed is the chief
among the prophets, and as such is
referred to as “The Lord of
Prophets,”” or ‘“The Irojhet of
Prophets,”>’ using an Oriental con-
struction  anpalogous lo *Song of
sutgn, > for instance. The other
priucipal prophets are Adim, Noah,
Abraham, Moses and Jesus. The
diduities of these a1'd other prophets
are thus explained: Adam, ‘“the
pure in God;** Betl, “‘the messenger
of God;” Noah (or Nuh), ‘the
saved one of God;” Abraham
Ibribim) “the frlend of God;”
Lswail, “the sacrifice of God;»
Joseph  (Jusuf), the “faithful
In God;” Ahab (Ajjuby, “the pa-
tleut oue in God;?’ Moses (Musa),
“the word of God;” David ( Duud),
“the follower of God;” Solowom
(Buleiman), “the confidant of Ged,*?
and Jesus (lsa), “the Syirit of God,??
who is the great prophel after Mo-
bammed. Each of the six grest
prophets, Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Moses, Jusus and Mubhammed rep-
resented the will of God for a cer-
tain diapunsation, each in turu belng
84U pe: ed by his successor, The
Jews, they acknowledge, were true

“Christian* | believers from the time of Muses {0



