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And all these gifts come by the
Spirit of Christ; and they come un-
to every man severally, according as
he will.

And I would exhort you, my be-

loved brethren, that you remember|rivea a Ag for n religion

that every good gift cometh of

Christ,
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justly under all circumstances and
in every generation alike.

Now this is a eardinat principle
in the G@Guspel of the Church |
of Jesus Christ. [ weuld not

did mot possess these powers and |

ifts. I do not consiiler a Church a | nents  as in ancient days.

1tisin this manner that the Gos-
pel has been preached in our day
18 in ancient days. [t has not been
preached by scholarly men, by men
who have been trained in schools or

that | seminaries of lenrning :nd theology;

hut God has used His own instru-
The

And I would exhort you, my be-| (‘hurch of Christ unto which Christ | S&vior chose the humblest men of
loved brethren, that ye remember’ goes ngt communleate His mind | the land of Palestine—fishermen and

that he isthe same yeaterday, today, | nnd will. I would not consider this|others who were not of a
and for.ever, and that all these gifts | the Chureh of Christ if there webe | 2Ty

of which I havespoken, which are
spiritual, never will be done away,
even a8 long as the world shall
atand, only according to the unbe-
lief of the children of men.

Wherefore, there must be faith;
and if there must be faith, there
must also be hope; and if there must
be hope, there must also be charity.

And, except ye have charity, ye.
can in no wlse be ruved inthe king-
of God; neither can ye be saved in
the kingdom of God, if ye have not
faith; neither can ye if ye have no
hope;

And il ye have ao hope, ye must
pneeds be in despnir; and despair
cometh because of iniquity,

And Christ truly said unto our
fathers, If ye have faith, ye¢ can do
all things whioh is expedient unto
me.

A nd now I'speak unto all the endsof
the earth, That if the day comeththat
the power and gifts of God shall be
done away among you, it shall be
bucguse of unbelijef.

And wo be unte the children of
men if this be the case; for there
shall be none that doeth good among
You, no not one. For if there be
one among you that doeth goed, he
shall work hy the power and gifts of
God.

And wo unto them who shall do
these thingsaway and die, for they
diu in their sins, and they cannot be
saved in the kingdom of God; and I
speak it aecording to the word of
Chrigt. and [ lie not.

In the words of this i’rophet we
have clearly revealed to us the
causes which shall bring about the
withdrawal of those gifts to whiech
reference has been mnde. He says
that if they are ever drawn away
from among the children of men it

will be beeause of thelr uubelief. |
He also informs us that it i8 the de- |
sign  of God that they should con-!
tiuue among the ehildren of men as|
long as the earth shall stand. And
why should not this be the case? !
We have had reasoning upon this|
effect thisafternoon,and this reason-
ing is consistent—that if one gene-!
ratlon needs the spiritunl gifta of
God which are bestowed by the
presence of the 8pirit of God, an-
other generation which newils
salviation, andwhich stapds in
need of the assistance which these
gifts bring, should likewise have
them Lestowed upon them.

It s the greatest folly, it is a
fallncy of the worst, and, T might
say, of tire most damnipg charscter
to assert that one generation needs
these ¢rifts and that another genera-
tion can be saved without them.
Buch a statement is the refuge of |

not communications from Chriet,l
if He did not direct it if
He did not puide it, if He did not
in all things control its aflairs,
and make plain the path that it
should pursue. It is this which
constitutes the Church of Christ.
It mun were to govern the Church, |
then it 18 the church of man. 1f a
church be named after man, and he
be the head of that chureh, then it |
becoines the church of man; i is
not the Church of Jesus Christ. |

But the Savior, in laying the|
foundation of His Chureh, gave to|
it His name; His Apostles were
called by His name. They were the |
Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ.
They went forth proclaiming His
name as the only name under|
heaven wherely man can be saved,
When they went forth with this
authority—nuthorized and enpow-
vred by Him—the promises wllllt'll
they made unto the children of men
were literally fulfilled, If this were
not the case todny, then this would
not be the Church of Christ. [

But there is this grapnd feature
about the Gospel as it has been .re-
stored In our day: The men who go
fortn claiming the authority of
heaven to administer the ordinances I
of salvation unto their fellow-men
do not depend ypon the eredulity of
those whom they address. They do
not appeal to them without having
good ground for helief that they
will have the evidences given fo
them from heaven that they are the
servants of Gmi. In every land
wherever the Elders of thie Cliurch
go they nare accompanied by the

ower of God and they make prom-
18es unto the inhabitants uf the earth
which no human being could fulfil
of himself. 1t is thin whieh consti-
tutes the strength of the Chureh to-
day, WRen a man goes forth, he
saye unto his fellow-men: *‘If you
will believe inJesus Christ, if you
will repent of your sins, if you will
in sincerity go forward and be bap-
tized for the remirslon of your sins,
you shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.”?

Now this is n great and grand
sromise. It isn promise which no
uman being can fulfil. 1t wouldl
be an impossibility for any man of
himself to fulfil such a promise as
this. Therefore, when that prumlsel
is fulfilled it is an evidence to the

rson who receives ita fulfilment
hat the man who made it isa ser-
vant of God, because God would not
lend Himeelf to any deception; He
would mnot hestow o gift upon a
man beeause some other man said
he should receive It, unless that

liter-

turn; He gave them the
authority,” He Inid His hands
upon themy and ordaiped them.

They went forth empowered by
Him, and wherever they went they
had these blessings upon them.

her came Lack rejoicing, and said
to their Master, “Iven the devils
ire subject to us.”? They laid their
hands on the sick and the]y re-
covered, and did many mighty
waorks; and after His death they
bestowed the gift of the Holy Ghost
on all upon whom they laid their
hands, thus witnessing by the be-
stownl of this blessing that they
were His chosen servants,

In this way there wns n great °
Chureh built up—a Chureh which
would suffer all the persecutions to
which reference has just been made
withonut faltering. Its members had
received a testimony from on high,
it was not man—it was not Peter,
nor James, nor John, nor any of the

‘Apostles who had converted them

and given them a testimony. But
it was the Almighty power of our
God. It was by the opening of the
heavens and the outpouring of the
Bpirit of God upon them,a testimony
which they received from heaven
that convioeed them that they had
obeyed the Gospel of theSon of Ged.
Therefore when persceution cnme
they were sustained by that knowi-
edge. They could go to prison, they
could go to death, and suffer all
manner of hardships and aftlictions,
supported hy the knowledge which
God had given them and which
they had not derived from man.
There ean be no  hureh of Christ
unless this is the ¢ase.

As I have already suid, it is foll
for man to clnim that there is guc
a Church onthe earth if Christ does
not recognize it—Iif it hos not ob-
talned spiritual gifts and Llessings
to distinguish it from those who are
not of the Chureh of Christ. If
there were no distingulghing fea-
tures between the Church of Christ
and the churches of men, what
elticaey would there be in the
Gospel of the Lond? None. But
there are distinguishing teatures;
:here are powers, thefe are heav-

mi{ gifts, there arc blessings,
wnd they nre hestowed upon
the children of men accord-
ing to their faith, Some may

have faith to receive ene gift and
sjome another, and these gifts are
distributed according fo the good
pleasure of our God upon His peo-
ple. There js8 one hlessing, how-
avar, that everyone who enters into
the Church of (hrist con claim and
will recelve, if they enter it in
sincerity and humility, repenting of
their sins—the gifi of the Holy

those who have no faith, or who Jo | man had the right from God to | Ghost.

not believe that God 18 “the snne |
yesterday, today and forever;®’ that |
He does not deal with His ehlldren|

make that promise and He was
bound by Hisown promise to fulfil|
it.

1f you do not. a8 Latter<ay
Saints, possess these gifts,remember

lit i8 because of unbelief, for God



