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They shall take up serpemts: and if they
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the slek, and they shall
recover, (Mark xvi, 16, 17, 18.)

The disciples went torth and preached
that Gospel, God ‘‘confirming the word
with signs lollowing.'”

The Apostle Paul, in writing o the
Corinthians, speaks ol these giits as
part of the Gospel of Christ, as part ol
the very existence of the church. He
likens the Church of Christ to the body
ol a mat whichis pertect. -‘The eye
capnut say unto the hand, I have no
need of thee: nor again the head to the
feet, ] have no need of you.' Every
part is necessary to the perfection ol the
physical being; and so with the Church
of Christ. Paul showed that God had
placed in the Church apostles, and
prophets, and evangellsis, and pastors,
and teachers, and helps, governments,
diversities of tongues, and healings; and
he goes on to say that there are diver-
sities of gifts, but by the same Spirit.

For to one is given by the Spirit the word of
wisdom; to another the word of knowtedge by
the same Spirit; to another faith by the same
Spirit; to another the gift of healing by the
same Spirit; to another the working ot miracles;
to another prophecy; to another discerning of
spirits: to another divers kinds of tongues; to
another the interpretation of tongues. (i Cor.
xfi ¢ 4—al.)

He describes these various gilts, the
Spirit *‘dividing to every men severally
as he will'’ and he goes on to show
that these are a part and parcel of the
Church—that is, the Church that Christ
built up, and that the Apostles alded to
establish. We have had a great many
churches since their time., and the
people have got into confusion, and men
preach for doctrine the commandments
of mwen, one contradicting the other,and
all believing that they are right. But
they cannat all be right, because they
conflict, and truth never conflicts with
itsell,

Some people seem to have the idea
that religious truth is different f(rom
other truth. When you talk about
mathematics or any of the sciences,
you expect that one truth will harmonize
with another, and that if anything is out
of harmony with what vou know to be
true, that is false. "‘But in 'rellgion they
seem to think that everything will do so
long as a man js sincere. Wellsincerity
does not make truth, and it is the truth

that we need, it is the doctrine ol Christ
that will save, and it is the word ol the
Lord that will lilt up. These different
churches that have been established
have been huilt up hy the wisdom of
man, and we can trace their origin. We
can go back to their beginmng. Did
any of them originate by revelation from
God? Did God command nien to
organize them? We cannot find it so
in their own history. Reformers have
arisen {rom time to time to introduce
improvements on that which existed,and
in many cases it bas been an improve-
ment. All this has been like a John the
Baptist, a lorerunner to prepare the way
for the revelation of the truth in its

lorious eflulgence and fullness in the
ﬁxst dispensation—the dispensation cl
the tuliness of times. )

After the Apostles were slain, the dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ were laken out
of the world. Thnose greatgospel lights
were put out by wicked hands. Dark.
ness came in like a flood, with idolatry
and corruption, false dcctrive and that
merchandise in the souls of men which
Peter predicted,

the earth, and gross darkness the
people.”” And from that time to the
present, sect has multiplied upon sect,
society upon society, and there have
been different organizations springing
up according to the various notions and
vagaries of men. AsI said before. no
doubt there have been good and sincere
people, who have been blessed of God
according to their faith and sincenity.
But did they have the truth as Jesus
Christ proclaimed it? Did they have
the Gospel as Jesus Christ revealed it?
Did they have men among them or-
dained ol God, as Christ was ordained
and as He ordained His Apostles, to
baptize in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and
to lay hands upon the baptized believer,
that the Holy Ghost might be imparted?
Was the Holy Ghost given to them as
enjoyed by the prophets of old? If it
had been, they would have been “joined
together inthe same mind and in the
same judgment.’’ That was the eflect
ol receiving it in the days of the
Apostles. The Apostle Paul said,

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been
all made to drink into one Split. (i Cor. xii—
13.)

They were united together, so that
they formed a compact body; such as
Paul describes in his epistle to the Cor-
inthians; and they cnjoyed these gilts
and blessings. That unity has departed,
that divine authority has been with-
drawn, and darkness and division have
come instead.

Now, this is the condition tha! the
world has been in fora long tinie, my
brethren and sisters and friends. 1 hope
no one will be oftended it [ speak this
truth plainly, 1 do not do it to offend
anybody. I desire that mankind may
be saved. 1 desire that God’s truth
may be paramouut. 1 desire that the
word of God may go forth to victory
1 desire that the clouds of darkness, er-
ror and superstition which have clouded
the minds ot the children of men may
be dispersed, and that the radiant light
ol the everlasting Gospel, the glorious
rays from the 5un of Righteousness,
may shine forth and penetrate to every
land, that there may be light, and lite,
and liberty,and the word of God, which
endureth forever. Sol say to you, my
friends, that after this long mnight o
darkness—when men have boasted
about their great light and understand
ing, and have still been in darkness=
the millennial morn has dawned, the
light o! the Lord has shone {orth again,
the voice of God has been heard once
more Irom the eternal worlds, God the
Father and Jesus Christ, His son, have
descended and appeared unto man, and
have restored the same Gospel that
Christ preached when He was in the
fiesh, and men have been called and or-
dained to the same apostleship that
Pcter, James and John held. The same
Gospel, the same Holy Spirit, and the
gifts and powers of that Spirit, are en-
joyed now as in times of old;.the Church
ot Christ has been built up again with
prophets, apostles, evangelists, pastors
and teachers, with gifts and blessings,
miracles and signs; and he  that doeth
the will of the Father can know of the
doctrine, whether it be of God or
whether we speak of ourselves. The
voice of the Lord is to ali mankind; ‘‘to
every nation, and kindred, and tongue,

“Darkness covered

and people,’’ to the preacher and Lhe

congregation, to the priest and the
people, to the king and the peasant. to
the high and the low, the rich and the
poor, ol all ages and degrees, every-
where; the voice of God is, ""Repent;
yea, repent, O ye inbabitants of the
earth, and believe in me and in my Son
Jesus Christ, and be haptized in water
for the remission of your sins, and ye
shall receive the Holy Ghost, you shall
know that I am God, and that | have
established my church again upon the
earth, and you shall be brought into
sweet commnnion with me, the “light of
God shall shine in your souls, and you
shall know that you are set at liberty— '
that your sins have been remitted, that
you have becn born of water and ot the
Spirit and are true believers in the Lgord
Jesus Christ.** This is the word of the
Lord to all nations, and hundreds of our
brethren are going out, without purse
and scrip, as the ancientservants of God
did, to preach the Glospel for the salya-
tion of mankiod, without- fee, without
reward, witbout pay of any kind. Their
desire 1s the salvation of the children of
men. .

My friends, this is a serious matler 1o
all of us. If it is true that God Al
mighty has spoken again Irom heaven:
i itis true that the Church of Christ in
all its purity, fulness and power is again
established upon the eartnh; il it is trye
that we again have apostles a;d
prophets and inspired men to declare
tne word of the Lord, should ngt we
seek unto this with all our hearts? 1[5 jt
not worth seeking after? To me, it i3
worth everything, or it i3 worth noth-
ing. Il it 15 a myth, il it i3 not true,

then I have placed m{ faith upon a
false foundation. Il itls true, then am
I blessed indeed of the Lord. [ bear

you my testimony that 1 havé no more
doubt about it than I have of my exjst-
ence. | bear my testimony that | know
that God has done this thing; that He
has established His Church again pn
the carth; openmed up the stragt and
the nmarrow way that leadeth unto
eternal lile; visited the sons apd
daughters of men again by the power
ol the HOIY GhOSt, tbe Iigm ol hea\ren
which revealeth tlte things of God, and
which ‘searcheth alt things, yea, the
deep things ol God " I bear teslinllony
1o you that God has opened to 1he
Latter-day Saints a vast treasure hoyse
of knowledge and wisdom in regard
to eternal things—things that the ip-
habitants of the earth know nolhing
about. The beginning of that Gospel
is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; the
next slep is repeniance; the next,
baplisin by one having authority from
God to baptize flor the remission of
sims. When that is periornied, the
sing of the individual are remirted—
washed away, not by the water, but by
the blood ot Christ. Heis born again.
‘i he new birth is a type of the first birth.
As man came into the world by water,
and spirit and blood, so in’ the second
birth he comes hy waterin _his haptism.
and by the blood of Christ which
cleanseth from all sin, and by the Holy
Spirlt which guides into all truith and
shows the things of the Father and of
the Son. [ testify to you tnat these
things are true, and I do it in the fear of
the Lord, expecting to meet this in the
great day when all mankind shall be
judged according to their works,

It may be a query with some, if this is
the only true Gospel what will become

of all people who have lived under



