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finger of god the conclusion is
this that when a man foretells an
event which no human wisdom
could foresee the occuroccurrencerenee of such
an event is a sure proof that god
sspoke0ke through that man so god
himselfW1nudlf reasons who hath de-
clared this from ancient times
haveHa e not 1I the lord isaiah
alv 20 22

if we apply this rule to the mes-
sage delivered through joseph
smith we unavoidably reach the
same conclusion we are forcedby the most plain and sound logic
to acknowledge his divine mis-
sion

the folfollowinglowin tvis offered for con-
sideration in the book of doctrine
and covenants many predictionsare given concerning the saints
some of which have already been
fulfilled while others are still
awaiting fulfillmentfulfilment

in 1830 when the church was
still in her earliest infancy it was
predicted zion shall rejoice upon
the hills and flourish before the
final salvation of israel doctrine
and covenants seesec 24 25
this remarkable prediction is often
repeated and finallynallyfl in the year
1838 at far west missouri it is
again announced therefore willI1 not make solitary places to bud
and to blossom and to bring forth in
abundance saith the lord laIsthere not room enough upon the
mountains doctrine and cove-
nantsIfnantstants sec 7 8prom the very foundation of thechurch eSpiritth of god through theprophet thus announces in no un-
certain way that zion the saintsshould move to the hills the
mountains 11 the solitary places
and there bee prosperous 61 blossom
gloriouslyay it must be remembered
that theseL predictions were delav
ereded at a time when no human
wisdom could foresee such an event
when the church was founded in
1830 there was no possibility of fore
beingseeing her removal to the hills

A
nor is there in the whole history of
mankind anything analogous to this
exodus of the church therhe proba-
bility speaking from a human point

when the church waswaa
roundedfounded was either that she would
be favored by the world and remain
where she was or that she would be
crushed on the spot by an immense
hostility either of these two oc-
currencescurren ces might have been consid-
ered proprobablebaule at the time but noneoff them were predicted the
church should blossom in the hills

has not this prediction delivered
half a century ago been remarkably

who can travel through
the valleys of the mountains todaymaongnong fragrant gardens and or-chards and notice the friendly
peaceful homes that everywhere
smilemile upon the stranger or observethe condition of the saints without
seeingeing that the predictions havecome literally true zion now blos-soms in the mountainsthis fulfilmentfulfillment of the predictionshasas not been brought about by manDotherther tbthanan in this waya that ungodlyn odimellon I1 without their 0ownn knowledgknowledgeewere tthee inspruinstrumentsen thehe saintsn
th
were driven frofrom place to place
ineyey went not withith a to

fulfilfulfill prophecy but because they
could not help themselves in the
same way the jews and the ro-
mans fulfilled the predictions of our
lord

anyone who will honestly con-
sider these facts will see that the
events prominent in the historyastor y of
the latter day saints indelibly
mark joseph smith a prophet of god

other predictions delivered by
joseph the prophet concern the na-
tions of the earth

in 1832 the following prediction
was given for after your testi-
mony cometh the testimony of
earthquakes that shall cause groan
ings in the midst of her and man
shall fall upon the ground and shall
not be able to stand and also
cometh the testimony of the voice
of and the voice of

and the voice of tem-
pests and the voice of the waves of
the sea heaving themselves beyond
their bounds and all things shall
be in commotion and surely mens
hearts shall fallfail them for fear shall
come upon all men doedoc and
jovcov seesec 87 89 91 gtrue this prediction has not yet
in all its details been fulfilled still
the events of the last ten yearsyeara fully
indicate that the time is drawing
near when the testimony of thun-
ders shall roll over the earth I1 re-
fer to numerous calamities which
the last years have witnessed
earthquakes floods storms fires
conflagrations wars anarchy have
filled the newspapers with horrible
reading matter we need only re-
member the earthquake in charles-
ton the overflow of the yellow
riverbiver in china the conflagration of
seseveraleral theatrestheartrestheatres the riots in chi-
cagocago so noted have these years
been for calamities of every descrip-
tion that astrologers like professor
grine have pointed out that they
were caused by certain planets
which during the past years have
had a peculiar position in relation to
each other and to the earth be
this as it may the fact remains that
we live in a time of visitation a
vivisitationon already foretold by joseph
the prophet

again we see his words
verified and he himself vindicated
as a prophet of god

another prediction the fulfilfulfill
ment of which is written in letters
of blood on the pages of the history
of the american nation cannot be
contradicted in 1832 god declared
through joseph smith behold the
southern states shall be divided
against the northern states and the
southern states will call on other
nations even the nation of great
britain asaa it is called and they
shall also call upon other nations in
order to defend themselves and
thus war shall be poured out upon
all nations doctrine and cove-
nants sec 3 concern-
ing this war it was foretold that it
should terminate in death and
misery to many many souls also
the place where the first shot was
to be fired was foretold verily
thus the lord concerning the
wars that will shortly come to pass
beginning at the rebellion of south
carolina doedoc cov seesec 87 1

1213

these minute predictions were
given at a time when people gener-
ally did not believe it possible for
the united states to engage in a
war with each other those ac-
quaintedquain ted with the sentiments that
prevailed in america at that time
all agree in this nay even when
the report reached the northern
states that their southern brethren
had actually commenced the trage-
dy it was hard for the northern
states to believe it there was jnoiao
possibility at the time of joseph for
human sagacity to foresee this waryet the despised prophet predicted
with a clearness not surpassed by
isaiah or daniel

did it come true did the war
break out in south Cacarolina was
the slave question the census belli
did the southern states aapplyaply to
other nations for help tiddid the
war cause death and misery to
many souls every particularreticular
came true and the world knowsta it
even if it fails to acknowledge that it
hadbad been predicted years before it

it would be a reasonable supposi-
tion that the literal fulfilmentfulfillment of
a prediction like this should be
proof enough of the divine mission
of the prophet or what is re-
quired of a true prophet Is not
that enough that his predictions
are proved to be true in the case
of isaiah jeremiah daniel john
nothing more Is required when
we sensee that their predictions have
come true we grant that that they
were true prophets must we
then reverse every rule of logic in
the case of joseph smith must
we say his predictions have been
fulfilled ergo he was a falsefalm
prophet the absurdity of this
jis8 too great to need any refuta-
tiont

we knowkno r that an objection has
been raised that the prediction of
the war did riot come true in every
particular that the war was con-
fined to the united states and was
not poured out upon amall nations

to this objection we answer that
in one sense it was bourelpoured
out upon all nations the po
pu of the united states
consists as is well known of people
from almost every nation under the
sun and england germany
france italy sweden denmark
all were represented in the armies
of that war all contributed to the
death list in that long and fearful
combat how much misery how
much sorrow how many tears did
that war cause far beyond the bor-
ders of the great republic when aged
mothers and fathers and sisters and
brothers in the old countries re-
ceived the intelligence that a soneon or
a brother was wounded or dead if
we will consider this in all its con-
sequences we will soon find that the
expression war shall be poured
out upon all nations isie no idle fig-
ure of speech it is a sternstem fact
thousands beyond the rolling waves
of the ocean drank the bitter cup
filled with the curse of that war
understood in this way the predic-
tion is literally fulfilled in all its de-
tails

but it also be remembered 1

that we have not yet reached the


