finger of God. The conclugion is
this: that when a2 man foretells an
event. which no human wisdom
could foresee, the occurrenee of such
an event is a sure proof that God
spoke through that man. 8o God
Himsglf reasons: *““Who hath de-
clared this from ancient times?
Have not I, the Lerd?* (lsaiah,
xlv, 20—232)

[f we apply this rule to the mes-
sage delivered through Joseph
Bmith, we unaveidably reach the
same conclusion. We are forced
by the most plain and sound logic
to acknowledge his divine mis-
sion.

The following is offered for con-
fideration: In the Bouk of Doctrine
and Covenants many predictions
are given concerning the Saints,
Some of which have already been
fulfilled, while others are still
awaiting fulfilnent.

In 1830, when the Chureh wag
still in her earliest infancy, it was
Predicted: ‘“Zion shall rejoice upon
the lills and flourish before the
final salvation of Israel’ (Doctrine
and Covenants, sec. xxxv, 24 25).
This remarkable prediction is often
repeated, and finally, in the year
1838, ut Far West, Missouri, it is
&gain announced: ‘“‘Therefore, will

not make solitary places to bud
and to blogsom, and to bring forth in
abundance, saith the Lord? Is
there not roem_ enough upon the
Mmountains?** (Doectrine and Cove-
Dants, sec. cxvii, 7, 8.)

From the very foundatiou of the
Church theSpirit of God, through the
Prophet, thus announees in no un-
certain way that Zion, the Saints
sliould move to ‘‘the hills,*® “the
Mountaing,* ‘“the solitary places,”’
and there be_prosperous, ¢‘blossom??
gloriously. It must be remembered
that these predictions were deliv-
ered at a time when no human
Wisdom could foresee such an event.

hen the Church was founded in
1839, there was no possibility of fore-
8¢eing her removal tothe ‘‘hills.”

or is there in the whole history of
Wankind anything analogous to this
®xodusof the Church. The proba-

ility, speaking from a human point
of view, when the Church was
founded, wag efther that she would

€ favored by the world and remain
Where she was, or that she would be
Crushed on the spot by an immenge
hostility. Lither of these two oec-
Currences might have been consid-
ored probaple at the time; hut none
of them were predicted. The
Church should blossom in the hills.

Has not this prediction, delivered
half a century ago, been remarkably
fulfilled? Who can travel through
he valleys of the mountains today,
Among  fragrant gardeus and or-
chards, and notice the friendly,
beaceful lomes that everywhere
Eml]e upon the stranger, or obgerve
he_con iflon of the Haints, without
Steing that the predictions have
Some literally true? Zion now blos-
¥0ms in the mountains.

This fulfilraent of the predictions

33 not been brought about by man,
Other than in this way: thatungodly
‘\Ifef'l, without their own knowledge,
‘\‘el_e the instruments. The Saints
were driven from pince to place.

¥ went not with a calowlation to

fulfil prophecy, but because they
could not help themselves. In the
same way the Jews and the Ro-
mans fulfilled the predictions of our
Lord.

Anyone who will honestly con-
sider these facls will see that the
events prominent in the history of
the Latter-day Saints indelibly
mark Joseph 8mith a Prophet of God.

Other predictions delivered hy
Joseph the Prophet concern the na-
tions of the earth,

In 1832 the following prediction
was given: “TFor after your testi-
mony comethh the testimony of
earthyuakes, that shall eause groan-
ings in the midst of her, and man
shall fall upon the ground, and shall
not be able to sfand. And also
cometh the testimony of tlie voice
of thunderings, and the voice of
lightnings, and the voice of fem-
pests, and the voice of the waves of
the sea, heaving themsel ves beyond
their bounds, And all thingsshall
be in commotion; and, surely. men’s
hearts shall fail them; for fear shall
come upon all men.””  (Doc. and
Cov., sec. 87-89-91).

True, this prediction has not yet
in all its details heen fulfiiled; still,
the ovents of the last ten years fully
indicate that the time is drawing
near when the “testimony of thun-
ders’’ shall roll over the earth. I re-
fer to numerous calamities which
the last years have wibtnessed.
arthquakes, . floods, storms, fires,
conflagrations wars, anarehy have
filled the newspapers with horrilile
reading matter. e need only re-
member the earthquake in Charles-
ton, the overflow of the Yellow
River in China, the conflagration of’
several theatres, the riots in Chi-
cago. Bo noted have these years
been for calamities of every descrip-
tion that astrologers, like Professor
Grine, have pointed out that they
were caused by certain planets
which, during the past years, have
had a peculiar position in relation to
each other and to theearth. Be
this as it may, the fact remains that
we live in a time of visitation—a
visitation already foretold by Joseph
the Prophet.

Here, again, we see his words
verified, arnd he himself vindlecated
a8 a Prophet of God.

Another prediction, the fulfil-
ment of which is written in letters
of blood on the pages of the history
of the American nation, cantot be
contradicted. In 1832 God declared
through Joseph 8mith: “Behold the
Southern Btates shall be divided
against the Northern States, and the
Bouthern Statez will call on other
nations, even the unation of Great
Britain, as it is called, and they
shall aleo eall upon other nations, in
order to defend themselves, and
thus war shall be poured out upon
all pations.’? (Doctrine and Cove-
nants, Bec. Ixxxvii: 83.) Concern-
ing this war, it was foretold that it
should terminate in death and
migery to many, many souls.** Also
the place where the first shot was
to be fired, was foretold: “Verily,
thus saith the Lord, coneerning the
wars that will ahortly come to pass,
beginning at the rebellion of South
Carolina.** (Doe¢. Cov., See. 87, 1;
130: 12, 13.)

THE DESERET WEEKIY.
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These minute predictions were
given at a time when people gener-
ally did not believe it possible for
the United States to engage in a
war with each other. Those ac-
quainted with the sentiments that
prevailed in America at that time
all agree in this. Nay, even when
the report reached the Northern
States that their Southern bLrethren
had actually commenced the trage-
dy, it was hard for the Northern
Btates o believe it. There was no

ssibility at the time of Joseph for
luman sagacity to oresee thiia war.
Yet thie despised Prophet predicted
with a clearuess not surpassed by
Izaiah or Daniel.

Did it come true? Did the wur
Lreak out in South Carolina? Was
the slave question the casus belid?
Did the Southern States apply to
other nations for help? ]gid the
war cause ‘“‘denth and misery to
many souls?’’ Every particular
came true, and the world knows it,
even it it fails to acknowledge that it
had been predicted years before it
happened.

t would be a_reasonable supposi-
tion that the literal fulfilment of
a prediction like this should be
proof enough of the divine mission
of the prophet. Or, what is re-
guired of a true prophet? Is not
tltat enough that his predietions
are proved to be true? In the case
of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, John,
nothing more is required. When
we gee that their predictions have
come true we grant that that they
were true prophets. DMust wo,
then, reverse every rule of logic in
tho case of Joseph Bmith? Must
we sny his predictions have beep
fulfilled; ergo he was a false
prophet? The absurdity of this
Ii:s too great to need any refuta-
ion.

We know that an objection has
been raised that the prediction of
the war did not come true in every
particular—that the war was con-
fined to the United Btates and was
uot poured out upon all cations.

To this objection we answer tha
in one sense, it was poure
out upon all nations. The po-
pulation of the United States
consigte, as is well kunown, of people
from almost every nation unuer the
gun, and HEngland, Germany,
Franece, Italy, Sweden,- Denmark,
all weve represented in the armies
of that war. All contributed to the
death list in that long and fearful
combat, How much misery, how
niuch sprrow, how many tears did
that w:u cause far beyond the bor-
ders of the greatrepublic, when nged
mothers and fathers, and sisters and
brothers in the old countries re-
ceived the intelligence that o son or
2 brother was wounded or dead? If
we will consider thils in all its con-
sequences we will soon find that the
expression, “War shall, be &Joured
ou{ upon all nations*’ is no idie fig-
ure of speech. It is a stern fact.
Thousands beyond the rolling waves
of the ocean drank the bitter cup,
filled with the curse of that war,
Understood in this way, the predic-
tion is literally fulfilled in all its de-
tails.

But it must also be remembered
that we have not yet reached the



