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taught by christ aniland his apostles
this is that auspicious day the dis-
pensationpensa tion of the falness of times
when god has established his
church may the principles of truth
spread till every man iuin every place
shall recognize jesus as the lord
when he shall reign king of kings
as be is now king otof saints and
when every honest soul will receive
those principles tha will bring
salvation

brother george D sang a
solo forever with the lord and
the choir sang the anthem 0 be
jjoyfulOY fu I1 I1

the closing prayer was offered by
elder wrowin UJ dunbar

BEHRING SEA correspondence

the following Isia a dispatch from
washington dated july 23 the
president sent to the house of repbep

in answer to the hresc
lutian introduced by representative
hitt the offofficialleial correspondence
with the government of great bri-
tain touching the seal fisheries of
Behring Sea in the accompany ing
letter of transmittal to the presidentdeur
secretary blaine under date of bar
harbor july 19 regrets the delay
in transmission which tb 0 president
directed on the alth dinst he says
ahe coi is still in pro-
gress

ththe correspondence includesinnludes
thirty separate papers beginning
with a letter from edwarde first
secretary of legation and charge
daffaires secretary of legatlegationioD after
minister feists recall dated au-
gust 24 1889 and closing with one
from secretary blaine to sir julian

fote british minister dated
july 19 1889

the opening letter from edwards
says liehe is instructed by his govern-
ment to call attention the fact
that repeated rumors have reached
the british government that a
british vessel had been searched
and seized by the united states
cruiserscruisercruiserd6 in behring sea outside the
three mile limit and asks the unit-
ed states to send stringent instruc-
tions to its officers to preventdeventi the
possibility of such mccuoccurrencesfrences tak-
ing place in accordance with tilethe
assurances of secretary bayard that
pending the negotiationsnegotiationsnono such
interference should take place and
adding that sir julian pau fotee
on his return to washington would
be prepared to discuss the whole
question

to the blaine replied on the
same day that some rumors pro-
bably based on truth had reachedreache1

the united states
but that up to date there had been
no official communication received
on the subject liehe addsadd it has
beetbeen antiand is the earnest desire gatheof the
president of the united states to
have such adjustment as shall re-
move all possible ground of mis-
understanding with lieihei majestyMaje Is
government concerticonconcerningcerni ng the existing
troubles in behring sea and the
president believes the responsibility
for the delay in adjustment cannot
be properly charged to the govern-
ment of the united states in the
opinion of the presidentPresideut the poin

at issue between the two govern-
ments are capable of prompt adjust-
ment on a basis entirely honorable
to both

september last edwards
asked when he might expect an
answer tu the request of his govern-
ment made august that in-
structions be sent to alaska to pre-
vent the probability of seizure of
british ships in behring sea he
says recent reports of seizures hav-
ing taken place are causing much
excitement both in england and
canada

blaine september replied
that he supposed her Maje gov-
ernmenternyei t was satisfied of thithe presi-
dents eai nest desire to come to a
friendly agreagreementament that the official
instructions to sir julian
fote to proceed immediately after
arrival in october to a full dis-
cussioncussionisionI of the question removed
all necessity for preliminary cor-
respondencerespond euce touchingug its merits
A categorical response would have
been and still is impracticable
adiunjustt to this government and
mismisleadingleading to the government
of her majeryMajesy therefore the
judgment of the president
was that the whole subject could
more wisely be remanded to the
formal discussion so near at handban
it was proper however to add that
any instructions sent to behring
seaea at the time of your original
request would have failed to reach
those waters before the departure
of the vessels of the united states

the next commcommunicationu n cadon is a teltele-
gram from lord salisbury to ed-
wards favoring the proposed in-
ternationalternational agreement for a closed
seaon ouon the sealing grounds

in another letter to edwardsonedwardsEdwardsOcoc
tober ind the marquis transmits
copies of affidavits bearing on the
seizure of the british sealers black
diamond and triumph by the
united states revenue cutter rush
hesayohe says it is apparent from these
affidavits that the vessels were
seized at a distance from land far in
excess of the limit of maritime
jurisdiction which any nation can
claim by international law the
easescases are similar in this respect
to those of thothe ships caroline on-
ward and thorntonThorn lon seized by a ves-
sel of the united states outside of
territorial waters in the summer of
1884 11 he adds that the illegality
of this was brought to the attention
of the united states and though no
officialclai reply was made baybayardard
gave unofficialtal assurance that no
more seizures would be made pend-
ing negotiations hudand says but
in view of the unexpected renewal
of seizures of which her MajestyMaje ys

government has previously com-
plainedplpla inedalved it is my duty to protest
against them and to state that in
fhethe opinion of her Majemajesty govern-
ment they are wholly unjustified
by international law

the weighty consideration grow-
ing out of the acquisition of that
territory with all the rights on land
and sea inseparably connected there-
with may be safely left outoat of view
while ther grounds are set forth upon
which this government rests its jus-
tification for the action complained
of by herhep Majemajestystylos government
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the secretary then speaks of the
value of the seal fisheries which
were controlled by russia without
interfereinterferencejace or ququestioneption until the
cession of alaska to the united
states in 1867 this undisturbed pos-
session

pos-
itcontinued to the tinunitedit

states until 1886 passing whaling
vessels abstaining from seal capture
he says that this uniform avoidance
of all attempts to take fur seal in
those waters had been a constant
recognition of the right held and jexercised first by russia and subse-
quently

k

by this government it bad
also been a recognition of the fact
now hed beyond denial or doubt
that the taking of seals in the open
sea rapidly leads to extinction

the correspondence between A
blaine and the new british minis a

ter began january of this year
with a very long letter from the
secretary to sir julian fote
thene secretary opened with an aoae
know of the receipt of
papers bearing on the seizures made 3
by the kushruah he says in the
opinion of the president the cana
bilanian vessels arrested and detained
in behring sea were engaged inain a
pursuit in itself contra donos moresmom
a pursuit which in necessity in
bolves serious and permanent in
jury to the rights of the governmentgovern meat j
and people of the united states libata 1

6

establish this ground it is notbotnene-
cessary to argue the question of the
extent and nature otof the sovereignty 1

of this government over the waters ift
of behring se it is not necessary
to explain certainly not to define
the powers and privileges ceded by
his imperial Majmajestyesti the emperor
of russia in treatreatytybyjay which the
alaskan territory was transferred to
the united states

this in brief was the condition
of the alaska seal fisheries down
to the year 1886

precedentsprecedent customs and rights
had been established or enjoyed
either by russia or the unlaunited
states for nearly a century the
two nations were the only powers f
that owned a foot of land on the
continents that bordered on the
islands included within the behring
waters where seals resort to breed
in their peaceful and secluded field
of labor whose benefits were fioad
equitably shared by the native
aleutsaleuns of the byloff island by C

the united states and by england
certain canadian vessels in 1886
asserted their right to enter amdxand
bybv a ruthless course to destroy the
fisheries and with them destroy
also the resulting valuable indusIndufj

tries the government of the
united states at once proceeded to
check this movement which un-
checked was sure to do great
and irreparable harm it waswaft
ththe cocourseuarse of unfeigned surburk
prise to the united statesstafka
that her maje governgovernmentmeat j
should immediately interfere 4
to defend andnd encourage surely tolto
encourage oy defending the course 1

of canadians in disturbing an Wi
austry which had been careful
developed for more than nininn I1ne
years under the flags of russiasla i
the united states divelodevelopedpede
such a manner as not to I1 tertar f
with the public rights or aw


