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taught by Chist nml His Ar')stles.' at issue between the two govern-
This is that auspicious day—the dis- | meuts are capnble of prompt adjust-

THE DESERET WEEKLY,

peusation of the fulness of times,
when God has
Chureh. May the principles of truth
spread till every man iu every place
shail recognize Jegus as the Lord;
when He shall reign Kiug of kings
a8 be is now King of Sainis, and
when every honest soul will receive
those principles thatatone will bring
ealvation. -

Brother George I, Pyper sang a
solo, “Forever with the Lord,” and
the choir sang the anthem, O, be
joyful » -

The closing prayer was offered by
Elder Wm. C. Danbar.

-

BEHRING SEA CORRESPONDENCE.
The Following is a dispatch from

Washington, dated July 23, — The |

ment on a basis entirely bonsrable

established His | to Loth.

September 12th, last, Edwards
asked when he might expect an
answer tu the request of his govern-

structions be cent to Alaska to pre-
vent the probability of seizure of
British ships in Behring Sea. He
8238 revent reports of seizures hav-
ing taken place are causing much
excitement, both in. England and
Caunda.

=Biaine, September I4th, replied
| that he supposed her Majesty’s gov-
i eraoment was satisfied of the Presi-
dent’s earncst desire to cothe to &
friendly agreament; that the official
instructions to Sir Julian Taunce-
fote to procced immediately after
tarrival in Cetober to a full dis-
¢nggion of the question removed

The Secretary then speake of the
value of the seal fisherles, which
were controlled by Russiz without
interference or question until the
cession of Alaska to the United
States :n 1867. This undisturbed pos-
sesgion continued to the United

ment, mude August 24th, that in-|States until 1886, passing whaling

vessels abstaining from seal capture.
He says that this uniform avoidance
of all attempts to take fur seal in
those waters had been a constant
recognition of the right held and
exercised, first by Russia and subse-
quenily by thisgovernment. 1t had

| algo been A recognition of the faet,

now beid beyond denial or doubt,
that the taking of seals inthe open
sea rapidly leads to extinction.

The correspondence between
Blaine and the new British minis-
ter began January 22nd of this year,
with a very long letter from the
Secretary to Sir Julian Pauncefote.

President sent to the House of Rep- | all necessity for preliminary cor- The Secrelary opened with au ae-

regentatives, iu angwer to the resc-
lutign introduced by Represuntative
Hit6, the official correspondence
with the government of Great Bri.
tain wouching the seal fisheries of
Behring Sea. Intbe accompanying
letter of transmittul to the President,
Beeretary Blaine, under date of Bar
Harbor, July 19, regrets the delay
in transmission, which the President
directed on the 11th inst. He says

the ¢orrespondence is slill in pro-
Eress.
The correspondence

respondence touching its merits.
A ¢ategorienl fesponse would have
been and still is impractieable,

juujust to this government and
lmialeading to the government
of her DMajesfty. Therefore, the
judgment of  the President

whs that the whole suhject could
more wiscly be remanded to the
tormal discussion, so near at hand.
it was proper, however, to add that
|any instructions sent to Bebring
dea at the time of your original

innludes | request would have failed to reach

Jhirfy separate papers, Legluning | those waters before the departure

with a letter fromm Idwards; first
seeretary of legalion and charge
d*affatres, secretary of legution, atrer
Minister West?s reeail, dated Ay-
gust 24, 1889, aud eclosiug with one
from Beeretary Blaine to Sir Julian
Pauncefute, British minister, dated
July 19, 1589.

The opening letter from Edwards
says lie ig instructed Ly his govern-
ment to call atteutiou ta the fact
that repeated rumors have reached
the British Government thai a
British vessel had been sexrched
and seized by the Uulted. States
ceruisers in Behring Sea oulside e
three-mile litnit, and suky the Unit-
ed States (e send stringent instrue-
tions to its officers to vrevent the

ssibility of such occurrences tak-
ing place, in accordance with the
assurances of Scerefary Bayand, that
pending the negotistions.no such
interference should take place, and
adding that SBir Julian Pauncefote,
on his return to Washington. would
be prepared to discuss thie whole
quesiion.

To the Blaine repliml on the
saine day that some rumeors, pro-
bably based on truth., haid reached
thegovernmentofthe United States,
but that up to date tirers had been
no ofticlal comnunication received
on the sulject. He¢ adds: 1t has
heen amil is the carnest desire of fhe
President of the United States to
have such adjustment 29 shall re-
move all possible zround of mis-
understanding with her Majesty’s
government coucerning the existing
tronbles in Behrlng SBea; and the
President believes the responsibility
fot the delay in adjustment eannot
be properly charged to the govern-
ment of the United Rtates. In the
opinion of the President the points

of the vessels of the United States.

The next communication is 4 tels-
gram from Lord Salisbury to Ed-
wards, favoring the proposed in-
ternational agreement for a closed
senson o the sealineg grounds.

In anociher letter to Rdwards, Oc
tober Znd, the marquis trausmits
copies of aflidavits bearing on the
seizure of the British senlers Black
Dicswond and  Triumph by the
United States revenue cutter Rusgh.
Ilesays: “It is apparent from these
affidavits that' the vessels were
seized at a dislance from: land far in
excess of the limit of maritime
jurisdiction which any mnation ean
claim by international law. The
cases are slmilar in this respect
to those of the ships Carofine, On-
ward and Thoritton, seized by a ves-
sel of the United States outside of
terriforial swaters in the summer of
1854.22 He adds that the iliegality
of thiz was brought to the attention
of the United States, and though no
official reply was made, Bayard
gave unofficial assurance that no
rore geizures would he made pend-
ing negotiatious, and says: “Bul
in view of the unexpected renewal
of seizures, of which her Majesty’s
governwent hns previously com-
plained, it is my duty to protesi
sgainst them and to state that in
theopinion of ber Majestyrgovern-
ment they are wholly unjustified
by interaational law.»

The weighty consideration grow-
ing out of the acquisition of that
territory. with all the rights on land
and sea inzeparably connected there-
with, may Lo salely left oat of view
while the grounds are sel forth npon

which this government rests its jus-
tification for the action complnined

‘of by her Majesty’s government,

knowledgment of the receipt of
papers bearing on the seizures made
by the Eusi. He says: “In the
opinion of the President the Cana-
Jian vessels arrested amil detained
in Behring Sea were engaged in a
pursuit in itsvif confra donos mores,
% puorsuit which in necessity in-
volves serions and permanent in-
jury to the rights of the government
and people of the United Btates. To
establish this ground it is not ne-
cessary to argue the question of the
extent and nature of thegovereignty
of this government over the waters
of Behring sea, it i3 not necessary
to explain, certainly not to define,
the powers and privileges ceded by
his Imperial Majesty, the Emperor
of Ruseia, in treaty,by whieb the
Alaskan territory was transferred to
the United Btates. .

This, in brief, was the condition
of the AlaskaTurseal fisherics down
to the year 1886.

Precedents, castoms and rights
had becn eslablished or emjoyed,
either by Russia or the United .
States, for nearly a ecntury. The
two nations were the only powers
that owned a foot of land on the
continents that - bordered on the
iglands included within the Behring
waters, where senls resort to Lreed.
In their peaceful and secluded fleld
of lalor whose benefits were so -
equitnbly shared iy the native
Alents of the Pribyloff' Island, by
the United States and by England,
certain Canadian vessels in 188§
asserted their right to eoter, and,
by o rutbless course lo destroy the
fisheries, and with (hem destroy
also the resulting valuable indus-
triez. The govermment of the
United States at once proceeded to
chegk this movement, which un-
checked was pure to do groat
and iireparable harm. Tt was
the course of unfeigned sur-
prise to the TUnited States
that her mnjesty’s government
should  immediately interfere
to defend and encourage (surely to .
enconrage by defending) the vourse °
of Canadiaps in disturbing an in-
dustry which had been carefully
developed for more than ninety
¥ears under the flags of Russta and
the United Stutes, developed in
such 2 manner as not to interfera

with the public rights or private i



