conformity in sot with the laws of the
Iand, and that belief was free and be-
yond the purview of courts and of ali
human control? “You may believe
what you please so long as youdo not
practice that which is obnoxious to
public opinion,”* was repeated agsln
and agaln. “‘Come within the law
and your religious views will be re-
garded as sacred,?’ was proclalmed by
the press and by the bar,

But now the fear is expressed that
tbough the “Mormons’’ have ceased to
practice polygamy {hey still believe it
is right, and this s made a ground of
offence and nn excuse for depriving
them of thelr church property and
their political rights and privileges.
Is this jusi? Is it American? [s it
in accord with the oivil and religious
liberty of which all parties bogst?

Polygamy and slavery Lave been
allled in party platforms, pulpit
orations and statop specches. We wiil
eny Dothing about the nonsense of
mekiog them appear as *‘twips.’’? But
when siavery was abolished in the
gHouth, was it required of the people
there that they recant their belief in its
rightfuiness before they were accorded
the common rights of ecitizens? Are
there not strong and able men. some of
them prominent as stateemen, who still
hold to beltefs on that question that are
diverse to the popular doctrine? And
have those beliefa ever had the vffect of
an attempt to revive the practice of
elavery? Why, then, should an alieged
bellef in the rightfulness of poly-
gomy under cerlain circumstances,

be aoy barrier in the way of|
the ‘*‘Mormons’ to the exercise of
all the rights of freemer, secing

that the practice has been abandoned
and that there Is no murv prospect of
ite re“omliou than of tbe revival of
slavery?

We say Lhe Amerlcan people at
large, tbeir representatives in Congress,
and the advocates of republican in-
stiiutiona through the press or on the
platform, have ne right t; penetrate
into the domain of consclence or of
faith, bnt may only demand conformity
to Inw and to custom. Nor should
they carry their prejudices against the
past, so far aa to deny justice and
Jiberty to the **Mormons’’ on the hazari
of sltogether improbable contingencles
in the Muture.

The conceesions that have been made
to the requirements of the majority by
the *M®rmons,” are admitted by oo.
impassioned and sagacious persons In-
formmed ap to the facts, to ba 8ll that
could be desired or expected of any
people, Isit not now good policy as
well as plain justice and pure oharity
to nccept these concessions in the spirit
io which they have been made, and

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

leave mere questlons of abatract belief
to the sphere of oplnlon and thought,
which io this, above all other civilized
lands on earth, should be perfectly and
absolutely free?

.

WAR AGAINST

YICE.

THe QGerman Emperor has under:
taken s Titanlc work. Our dispatches
today announce that he has com-
menced in earnest the Herculean task
Lof cleansing the Augean stable of
moral filth with which bis kingdom,
not less thap other countries, is in-
fested. In pursuance of this undertak-
Ing, he has given notice that officers
in the ariny who are parading their
inamoratas before the world will be
cut off from the army and ostracised
from society. The police are hound-
ingdown the keepers of houses of 11!

fame, and Immoral dramas and
light songs o thy numerous
cafe  chaptants  will be sup

pressed aa will ulso the traffic in ob-
scene plctures and photographe. In
| brief, the whole machizery of the lnw
will be brought to bear upon the social
evil of the empire.

Concerning this effort nothing ought
to be said but commmendation. [t shows
a propur dlsposition in the young ruler
aud proves that he has his -eyes open
to the fuct that a great power cannot
be Eept in existence merely by “blood
and lron,* so long s the very founda-
tions are undermined by the tide of jm-
morality. -

reforiner will succed in
work. The history ot the world
hardly inodicates that evils of the kind
in question can be successfully re-
moved by the force of law alone.
People who are the elaves of thelr
lusts do not change their minds be-
cause n law pays they must improve
their ¢conduet. Nor'does the fear of
punishment impart strength to break
the chnios of sin and shame. To quote
|6ne illustration, which showe how
determioedly people pursue their ju-
clinations; when the wee of t.bacco
waa first introduced In Europe it was
thundered against by woralists and
vigorously fought by law-makers,
But neither King Jnmes® *“*Counter-
blaste to Tobuceo,” nor the custom

|in Turkey of sticking the plie
stem through the nose of
the smoker; uor the cut-

ting of thelr nosed off, as was custom-
ary in Ruesla; nor the fesr of death,
which was the peoun.ty imposed by
Amurel 1V; npor the anathemas by
Popes and prelates could stop the
spread of the practice. It kept on
growing till it outlawed the law, In
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view of this and manysimilartacts that
could be quoted, one may well ask, Is
the Emperor likely tp succeed? If he
does, he shall be entitled to the honor
thut ought to have been won by the
«stublished churches of Qermany; for
to them, as much as to the clvil power,
one would naturslly look for the inau-
guration of a warfare agalnst moral
evils nmong the people,

THE PLAGUE IN RUSSIA.

Fokr some time an epldemic of a
most virulent type has been raging ln
the famipe-strickeu districts of Russia.
Itis admitted in officlal reports that
the people are ‘dying by thousands.
The diseasw was supposed to he either
typhus fever or Biberian plague, The
New York 7ribune is of the oploiom
that it ls peither, but genulne Astatie
cholere; because this pestilence has

| iovariably followed in the wake of all
great [aminea.

Furtbermore, though the ruvages of
the disease have always been a thou-
sund fold more extensive than those of
the famine, yet a regular propoertion
has existed between both.

The famlne threatened dJistricts of
Rusein, it1s estimated by an official
announhcement, embrace 30,000,000 of
people, Bhould the pestilence turn
out to be Asiaiic cholera, and should
It decimate with the usual propeitlon,
nearly halt the population of Russin
would be sawepl away.

Aslatic cholera in Russin means a

It will be interestiug to watch | visitation of the terrible maiady into
and observe how the enthuslastic| western Europe; and asthis epidemleo
his | can be traeed directly to the treatment

of the Ruselan people by the govern-
ment, it is claimed that the civilized
world wiil have s terrible account to
settie with the Czar.

GREAT CHICAGO.

A LEADING Boston newspaper, alter
airing its personal pride In the fact that
that city has se lnog bren recognized
a8 the “Athens of America,” gener-
ously concedes that Chleago, *though
not heretofore & literary cenire, and
oot distiogulshed by its publishlog
houses or its nuthors or its institutlous
of learnlng, has recently laid founda-
tions which will soon make it not only
a literary centre but a point of lpflu-
ence upon the scholarehip and the
literuture of the country.’? !

The ground for this ackpowledge-
ment 1s that Chicago has suddenly ac-
quired from Burlin a collection of
books embhracing 300,060 bound vol-

umes and 120,000 pawphblete. This
acquisitfion  makes Chicago pos-
segsor of four of the largest

librarjea In the Unfted Blater. The



