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the Lord, be divinely commissioned) go through all the ordinances, thatDISCOURSETRADE, whom I am well pleased." This
was a new revelation; something
different from what had been made
manifest for a great many centuries,
accoriing to the declarations of the
articles and creeds of men. How

s

not the new Testament, but thelaw and the prophets. Philip, being
wrought upon by the Holy Ghost,said unto this man, " Understandest
thou what thou readest?" "How
can I," said the man in the chariot,
"except some man should guideme?" And Philip began to explainunto him, the things that he. hap-
pened to be reading from the pro-
phecies of Isaiah, concerning Jesus,and Philip was invited into thechariot. They rode along until theycame to where there was water rf

ments df the earth, a nation where
the church could exist," and have a
little degree of safety. And even
our nation, the best nation on the
earth, having the wisest laws, laws
that are calculated, if put into exe-
cution, to protect all religious de-

nominations, laws founded upon Jus-
tice and; principles of equity even
iu our nation, it has been just as
much ai the Lord could do, without
destroying the agency of man to get
his Church once more established
on the earth. See what persecution
has attended it! Kee what hatred!
See the Haints fleeing before infuri-
ated mos; men, women and chil-
dren, mikrdered;prophets, patriarchs,
apostles

i and revelators martyred,

,
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. a a . a swe all have . to Acxnowieoga jois;JoseWi $mttb, BalgbanvYoong; tbe
Apofetles, and all- - men "iter this
Chuirch and kingdom, if there is
anyihiag to us, if, there is anything
about us; it Ve have anv knowledge,
or any power, or any Influence, we
have to give God the honor ofjt. It
is not of ourselves. Joseph omlth
alway seknowledged this, as have
all men in this Church and King-
dom, We have been called from the
plow, from the plane, from the ham- -

merignorant, illiterate rioys, arid
thrust into the vineyard; and all the
power we have, or ever had, in
building up this Kingdom, we have
to acknowledge it as coming from
the hand of God. Brother Pratt,was
one of the earliest men who shoul-
dered his knapsack and traveled
through this American continent to
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to
this nation. Frequently be would
suffer from ague all day and go along
and preach his sermon, at night.
These are experiences that he and
others have passed through in the
early rise of this Church, and I feel
to thank God that we can still hear
his voice and the voice of others
who have een long In this
Churcli and Kingdom. I hope
the Lord will preserve his life
until he is satisfied with it. He has
lifted up his voice long and loud, ac
cording to the commandment of
God to him, in "bearing record of tjiis
gospel and kingdom to the nations of ''

the earth, l was struck m my mind,m contemplating our own experi-
ence, with some of the m marks he
has made to-da- y with regard to the
Apostle Philip how our own expe
rience has agreed with that of tho
anciept apostle. How many times
have we been called by revelation to
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Sunday AftermMjn, Sept. 19th,
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KKIVRTED KV JOHN IRVINE.

It to with peculiar feelings that I
arise to address tlie congregation
who are assembled this afternoon.
An event in regard to niyseff has
this day happened that generally
only happens oneu i--u thejouurse uf a
man's life. Fifty vearaaeo to-da- y 1

rwas baptized into the QhurcU. of Jv
sus Lnnsi or ijaiter-oa- y rvimis.
Hence, it might le said that it is in
reality a year of jubilee, so far as I

aui oonoerned --I mcm. that tlie jxist
vear, wnicfi is the nftietn year or
my membership - hi tne tJhurph,
closing with to-da- v, has been, indeed
and in truth, a yea ofr Jubilee..

I'ltrt m another thing, connected
with these fifty years in the Church,
that is also pleasing to your humhle
servant. Sixty-nin- e years aero to--

ay I was born into tfiis w0-ld,nak-
-

mg this day a double birthday to
myself. How very thankful I ought
co be for this ereat nrivueee whrch
has been bestowed upon me. The
nearuig or ine iuuietta or tne ever
lasting gospel, yielding obedience to
the eame, and entering into the
Church and Kingdom of Ood, In my
earty yoath, oartaiiniy Js a blessing
inai w woruiy or all Uianks and
praLse to my Father who is in heaven,
who granted tnis nrivlJeffe to me u
my youth; There were many scores
of millions yes, hundreds of mil
lions of the inhabitants. ... of...our globe
A. 1 1 I A -

umi aia nqvenjoy this privilege.It seems that the .Lord our God
some fifty years-"tau- d r

wards, saw nroDer to oriranize his
kingdom, toestabhsh ivotrthe earth
by the-- ttmuatrauoAJOI hnJy angels,ana by the revelations or his Spirit,
and by sending down authority from
the heaven a to minister here on ttjo
earth, and by ; bringing forth that
great and precious record, the Book
or iMormon, anu causing tne same
to be printed for the benefit of all
mankind. How great a privilege
conferred on me, to come to the un
derstanding or the contents of that
book when I was but nineteen years
of age! HoW great a privilege to
live in a day and age of the world
when God has again revealed him
self to the children of men! There
have been many periods of time
since the creation in which the heav-
ens, in an esnecial manner, have
oeen favorable to the children of
men, by sending communications
and revelations from on high. But

long-- time had Intervened, durimr
which no such privilege had been
granted tq mortal man. So far a
the nations of the Eastern Hemi
sphere were concerned, upwards of
seventeen centuries had passed
away, dormjr which --

they were left
u darkness, having no legally au
thorized ministers, bo one that could
kgNy baptize, or administer the
Lord Supper, or build the Church

God, or administer in any of the
ordinances of his gospel; that was a
long time for the nations to be left

darkness. So far as our Western
Hemisphere is concerned, they were
not left quite so long a period with
out information from the heavens.
Some fourteen hundred years and
upwards bad passed away, on this
Western continent, during which
tlie people were left in darkness:
hence, the whole, earth for fourteen 1

centuries, at least, had no gospel
preached by divine authority, no
Church of the living God in any
ijuarter thereof so far as we are ac-

quainted. It is true, that duringthese fourteen centuries the nation
hnda book that contained thehistoryof the gospel as it was preached in
ancient times a book called GieTfc-ble- .

But a book containing the his-
tory of the gospel is one . thing, and
the power and authority to adminis-
ter the ordinances of the gospel is
Another thing; they are entirely dis--

go to the right or left, here, there
and tlie other place, contrary to our
expectation? I will here relate what
took place in my own experience. I
was in Staffordshire in the year 1840.
I was In the town of Stanley and
held a meeting in the City Hall. ' I
had 4 week's appointments out in
that town. liefore I rose to speak to
the people, the Spirit of the Lord
said tp me, "This fs the last meeting
you will hold with this people for
many days." I told the congrega-
tion when I rose what tlie Spirit of
the Jjord had manifested to me.
They Vere as mulch stfrprlsed as I
was. 1 did not know what the Lord
wanted, but I saw the purpose of God
afterwards. The Spirit of the Lord
said to me, "Go south." I traveled
eighty miles; went into the south of
England. As feoon as I arrived, I
met John Benbow It was clearlymade' manifest to me why I liad
been called thither. I bad left a good ' '

field, where I was baptlr.ing every '

night In the week. When I .got to
this place, I found a people some
600 ot them who had broken off
from tlie We9leyan Methodists and
formed themselves Into a sect called
the Ubited Brethren. Ifound they
Were praying for light and truth,and tbat they bad gotio about '
as far as they could go. I
saw that the Lord, had .sent
me to them. I went to work amongst .

and yet no revelation be given in his
day?" I answer, impossible, impos
sible. ".But," you may sun runner
inouire. "may not others who re
ceived divine revelation, in ancient
time?, have teomrdunicated that au-

thority to their co temporaries Who
outlived them? And may nottnose
eotemporaries, thus receiving divine
authontv, nave coiuerreu u ,pon
others still younger, and they Upon
others? And thus, may not the au
thority have eeu handed down, by
a regular succession Of ordination,
from the days of the apostles to our
own period of time?" I will sav
that would le jossible, just the same
a- - tlie Church or (jou, in the hrst
eyntury of the Christian era, deli

the authority to preach and ad-
minister ordinances from one to an
other, among tlie various nations of

i the earth; it was continued alon'
during the whoie of tliat century
just as easily it could have contin-
ued the second century, and the
third, and each succeeding centurv
. .f 4 A? "Wwo vi ii 10 our own nine, nere, tneii,"arises another question rnay not
tlie authority have thus Ijeen trans-
ferred? I answer where has there
leen an unbroken succession of that
same authority that was adminis-
tered in the first century? I will
tejl you where the succession was
broken. In the very jeriod that
new revelation ceased to oe given to
tlie human family, no further suc-
cession could be continued. It would
be impossible for auy person to le
oraaineu wiin divine authontv, lor
instance, to the apostleship, unless
there was some jierxon that had au-

thority and had really obtained di-

vine intelligence, by new revelation,
from the heavens, that such author-
ity should be conferred upon some
other person. When did divine
revelation cease? Where shall we
go for testimony upon this subject? 1

hwpx it : rr: T: rv . - r n. 'mo rar lis me iiiiiuouuulm oi me
Mas tern ixjrtions of our globe were
concerned, divine authority ceased
about the close of the first century
of the Christian era. Why did it
cease? liecause we have no account
of any new revelation having leen
given after the close of that century;
and when new revelation ceased, di
vine callings ceased; divine authori-
ty ceased; persons ceased to confet-
ti at authority in succession; leeause.
for this obvious reason, they, without
new revelation, did not know whom
tn Stall i fl nl .

1 1 1. 1 vtsfr Irnnin i- - I .
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should Ihj authorized to receive the
apostleship, or any other calling.
Every person, during the first cen-
tury of the Christian era, who was
ordained with authoritv and power
to administer in the ordinam e
of the gospel, was ordained by the
spirit of prophecy and revelation.
Timothy was a young man, com-
pared with many of the apostles.He only received the calling Ih-- -

s towed upon him through the laying
on of the hands of the servants ot
Qod, or of those who were authorized,
by new revelation, to administer
and to coiXr authoritv uihii him.
Thus it is written in "this good book
(tlie Bible) that Paul, who was au
thorized as an apostle, called Timo
thy by virtue of the spirit of revela-
tion and prophecy. "Neglect not,"
said Paul, "the gift that is in thee,
which was given thee by prophecv
with the laying of the hands of the
presbytery." And when we speak
of missions, in those early iieriods of

Christianity no jersou assumed to
go on a mission among the inhabi
tants of the earth, unless he was
sent, unless he was set apart. Even
as great a man as the Apostle Paul
had no authority to go torth as :i

missionary, only by the laying on or
the hands of the persons who admin
istered to him. Hence, it is written
in the Acts of the Apostles, that tc
Holy Ghost said unto certain proph-ets.tha- t

were in the Church at Anli
och, "Separate me Barnabas and
Saul for the work whereunto I have
called them." Here is a new reve- -

latjou. Saul could not ho separate !

arrd set ajart to any work of
only as tho Lord ealloii

him; and that failing was made
known to the propbet9 tuiH w&reln
the Church at Atioch. if, pema- -

venture, a man had been called by
the spirit of revelation and prophecy,
and-s- et apart bytfte laying of the
bands of a prophet or apostle, to Le
an especial minister to' the nations
or the eartn, there would ariso still
another great question to be solved,
in regard to whether that man, thus
set apart, could fulfil the object of
his mission without new revelation?
I say that, it would bo utterly im-
possible. No man can fill a mission
acceptably before the heaven un.
Ids uuu miuuiu gno iu nun ibvbuI'
tion, from time to time, to direct
him in all his missionary labors.
We have abundant testimony fn the
New Testament concerning this rnat- -
ter. - Even when some of tlie wry t

greatest revelators that we have any
record of, undertook to do things ot
their own accord, thev were led di
rectly different from their own Judg
ments, In regard to their missionary
labors. Paul had, at a certain time.
a great desire to visit acerutiu place;
such desire arose from his own na- -

ftUYal Judgment; but tho Holy Ghost
roaue mm. xiere t. requireu n
vr revelation1 to kaow wbfthet
sown inclinations should be fol

lowed or not. Again, we find that
the revelations, p' . the Most Highbkere very neuesktryjl i& 'the case- - of
the travels of these missionaries.
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God ordained from before the foun
d&tions of the world unto the present
time, and ui ior tn em can oe eanea
the gifts of God tin to man on condi
tions.and some of them without con
ditions. The atonement came with
out anv condition on the part of mas.
It was without repentance, without
faith on the part of man. The atone
ment was something given through
the pure love of God to fallen man,
without am act of good works on
the part of man. There are some of
the blessings, then, that God has
ordained for the . fallen inhabit-
ants of our globe which come inde-
pendent of our works,aud this is one
of which I have been speaking.
Would there have been any light or
intelligence, or goodness or happi-
ness, to be partaken of by fallen
man, if it had not been for the atone-
ment? None at all; there could have
teen no righteousness. But then,
all? the other; gifts that we re-

ceive are through works, and by
faith and works combined, and it is
liecause of the distinction between
these two separate gifts that many
of the inhabitants of the earth have
erred. Some of them profess to
believe that they can obtain
all the gifts of God without
works, because of some of the say-
ings of tlie ancient apostles; while
others consider that works must be
combined with faith. Now both of
these ideas are true when taken in
their true light. Eternal life is
among all those gifts that are prom-
ised of God; such as the gift of re-

pentance, Liaptism, layiug on of
hands, etc. All these are not to be
compared with tho greatness of the
gift called eternal life. I hope that
all the Latter-da- y Saints under the
sound of my voice may attain to
this, tho greatest of all the gifts of
God.

Now, I wish, before taking my
seat to bear my testimony before tlie
people here assembled. I do know
by the powM of God, by the shed-
ding forth of the Holy Ghost upon
my heart, by the revelations of the
spirit,by theniftny manifestations of
the goodness of God to me,I do know
that God has sent his angel from
heaven. I do know that he has
raised up the great latter-da- y king-
dom predicted by Daniel. I do know
that he has called apostles and pro-
phets; that he has sent forth his ser-
vants divinely commissioned, with
power from on high, to declare to tho
nations of the earth the great and
last message of mercy unto the in-
habitants thereof, to prepare all those
that are willing to be prepared, for
the great day when the heavens
shall be opened, and all the heaven-
ly hosts shall descend with power
and with great glory, to reigu here
on the earth. I do know that Uod
by his power has gathered togetherhis people from the various nations
of the earth, and established them
here in these mountains for a little
season, for an especial purpose. And
what is that purpose? To prepare
you while dwelling here in these'
mountains, territories and regions,
that you may receive the blessings
ordained ior you m aluturetime,
which time is not far distant. I do
know that this people will return
and will possess the land that God
'ias promised to them, even In Mis-
souri, and in Kansas, and in the re
gions round about. I do know that
( Jod will build up in Jackson Coun
ty, Mi&souri, a great, and wonderful,
and lieautiful city, that shall be
called "the Perfection of Beauty,"
the rsew Jerusalem. 1 do know that
Godwin light up the habitations of
that city oy his power, by his glory,
by a cloud in the day time, and by
a pillar of fire in the night. I do
know that when the people shall ga-
ther together in their religiousas you are here gathered
this nfternoon, that God will light
up your assemblies by his divine
!over even iu the night time, mak-n- g

your habitations, where you
ncet, glorious in tlie extreme. 1 do

know that God will fulfil all that
which he has sjoken,by the mouths
of his holy prophets, since the work!
began, pertaining to this last dispen-
sation of the fulness of times, which
will come lo pass in their times, and
in their seasons, and that this uis-pensati- on

will be far more glorious,than all the other dispensations com-
bined together, before everythingshall le completed, for the bursting
heavens to reveal the Son of God,
and all those that are with him.
These things, and scores of other
things that I might name, I know
will be fulfilled iu their times and in
their seasons, and that all who are
faithful will be made partakers of
these blessings. Amen.

ELDER WILFORO WOODRUFF.

It is not my purpose at all to de-
tain this congregation, but before
dismissing I feel that I would like to
say a few words. We are not in the
habit of flattering any man, but I
want to say a few words concerningBrother Pratt. If there Is any man
dead or alive who has dwelt longer
iu this church and kingdom than he
has I do not know him. If there is
any man that has tiaveiled more
miles in preaching the" gospel of
Christ, Jn bearing testimony or the
kingdom of God on the earth j I do
not know who he is. When Brother
Pratt embraced this gospel he was a
boy in one sense of the word illiter-
ate and ' unlearned, the same : as
Joseph Smith and' thei 1 tnost
of us. Whateter knowledge
Brother, Pratt has obtained, either
of the learning of the world or of the
kingdom of God, he has obtained it
by diligence and labor since he em-
braced this gospel. I have been as-
sociated with Brother Pratt myselffor 47 years. I have travelled .with
him by sea and by land, in foreign
countries and at home, and I never
saw a man in my life that I know
of that has - spent as few moments
idly as be has. I have never seen a
storm at sea so heavy even wlieu
Bliippingseas over the bow, side and
stern but what be woiiMvreau: Iris
book. s Whenever the breaker 1 became too heavy he would simplyshut up the hook until they were
over, ai mere is a man on this con-
tinent who is more at horn in t.ha
starry heavens, iu the astronomical
world than Brother Pratt 1 do
noti ltnowi - who vhe is.vKl ifthere mn-mmxti- - irior tteepv
ly , versed in mathematics than
Brother1 Pratt, J. do not know who-h- e

Js. There may be many men equalto bin to these "things ' but? If there
are, I do not krtow thennt fiiow has
beiobtainedf , hisrrknpwjedge? He
juasooxainea is since tie embraced
this, work- - He liasrhproved.hiatime. , BrotHePratr is'the only
livjngman to-da-y thati was In the
nrst quorum or the Twelve to its
first organization and X am pleased
to listen to his testimony of the gos- -

oi .jurist; ior l want to say toSiether Pratt and to all other men

often I have read the declaration of
King James' translators of the Bi-

ble, wherein King James is repre-
sented as the head of the church,
and wherein the Bible, as translated
by those that were chosen and ap-
pointed for that purpose, was intend
ed for the light and benefit of the
children of men; and for fear that
mankind would cavil on the subject
these uninspired men, the transla-
tors, in connection with those who
were in their council, concluded to
tell the people that this was the
whole canon of scripture; in other
words, we have translated sixty-si- x

books, and they are compiled, or
about to be compiled and printed for
the oenent or mankind; and these
sixty-si- x books of the Old and New
Testament are the only books that
Christians should receive, the only
revelation that they should have to
guide them in all their future lives.
The people were just simple enoughto believe what they said, justsim-pl- e

enough to take it for granted, be-
cause learned men. that were not
inspired of God, haJ made this un-
qualified, unproved declaration.
Now, "we, the Church of England,must get up, besides these 6tj books.
some 'Articles of Faith'- - some thir- -
ty-nin- e Articles we will invent. We
have got no prophets among us to
write these Articles, no inspired
revelator sent from God: and there
fore, we will originate out of our own
hearts something that will prevent
the people from receiving any new
revelation. We will cunningly tell
them that these sixty-si- x books,
called the Bible, contain all the reve-
lation that God ever gave to man."
What further have you to sny in
your thirty-nin- e article? 'We say
that every persou that does not iimii
and confine his faith to the sixty-si- x

books of the Old and New Testa-
ment, or if he undertakes to receive
any other revelation, he is to be ex-
pelled from our church. That is
what is said not directly, but indi-
rectly. In other words, every per-
son who pretends to be a prophet,heis not to be a person considered wor-thyj-of

belonging to our church." Has
any other church but the Church of
England adopted these false, soul-destroyi- ng

delusions? Yes, a great
many others. They have invented
articles not exactly thfrty-nine,b- ut

articles of faith, creeds they are call-
ed in some instances, and disciplines
In others, and so on. What are the
objects f these? They are not reve-
lation; God had nothing to do with
giving them, men wrote them out
of their owu uninspired hearts, but
they were all very careful to take upthe ideas inculcated In the days of
King James, namely, that the sixty-si- x

tiooks of the Old and New Testa-
ment were to be their rule of faith,and tie thoir guide and nothing else
was 10 oe received as inspired. Oh,how blind! If they did but know it
these very declarations in these ar
ticles and creeds would cut them off
from all authority. But they were
just simple eneugh to receive such a
false doctrine; just simple eno lgh to
accept their want of authoritybefore God; and thus by their
own acknowledgment, by their own
printed works they prove to - the
whole world that God did not estab-
lish their churches, that God did not
establish among them the ancient
order of things; for the ancient
church of the living God was never
destitute of the spirit of revelation.

If the Lord had left us iu this
condition, we would have been wand-
ering-in darkness to this day. The
people who are here assembled, this
afternoon, would be no better ofl'
than the Protestant denominations,
no better off than the Greek aud
Koman Catholic Churches that have
existed from generation to genera-
tion, during many long centuries of
apostacy. But God, having looked
upon the darkness that covered the
earth, and the minds of the people,
having looked upon the people that
were honest in heart, and seeing the
dilemma in which they were placed

without inspiration, without anv
knowledge that comes from heaven
in fctheir day, without any one who
has the right aud the authority from
heaven to baptize concluded to full-f-il

that which was predicted by the
aucient apostles, namely, to send an
angel again to the inhabitants of the
ear tli. It was a long time for the
earth to be left without angels. Per-
haps some of you may inquire," Why did the ord leave the peo-
ple so long? Why did so many gen-
erations pass away, and no Church of
Christ on the earth, no prophets, no
revelator a, UZ" It was because of
the apostasy of the people; and then
after the apostasy commenced, near
the close of the first century, theykilled oft' the apostles, prophets and
revelators killed off the Saints who
embraced the true gospel, and the
world became so exceedingly wicked
and corrupt that the Lord did not
see proper to send them any other
message. But perhaps you may in-

quire, must all those people who
have lived so many generations ago,
go down to an endless perdition in
the eternal worlds, because no one
had authority on the earth to ad-
minister gospel ordinances to them?
No; the Lord is more just than this.
Every man and every woman that
has not. had the privilege of hearing
the gospel in this life, preached byone holding divine authority, will
have the opportunity of hearing it
in the world to come; so that there
is no partiality, so far as the preach-
ing of the gospel is concerned. But,
saya one, there is a little partiality,
it seems u me; ior some nave tho
privilege of hearing the gospel in this
life, instead of waiting till the next.
But tne ru in looking upon the
various generations upon the earth.
Judges after this wise: that when a
people oecome so aarKeneu, tnroughtheir own apostacy, through their
Own wickedness, through their shed
ding tne PKxxi or righteous men, the
Lord sees proper, because of this,
to make them wait. If the
true authority had been revealed.
during the time of the administra
tion of these corrupt men, the gospel
would have been banished again
from the earth. For Instance, if
God had sent the angel in the second
century of the Christian eraj to re-
new hfa church oil the earth, what
Would have been - the --consequence?
There woukl .

' have J: ? been no
place .upon all the face of
the , globe, , where. . . . the- - people
would have sulTered such a church
to exist, if hehad sent the angel In
the third century, pr jn the fourth,
or In ny of the

a
centuries... .

1 interven- -
"

incr, oerore renaous liberty, was , es
tablished;;, the toon sequence i would
have been the shedding of the blood
of apostles, prophets and saints again,
and in order that they might .not
bring upon.r themselves - this creat
condemnation the Lordsaw that.it
was far better M postpone; the send
Ing of the ang&l,; until : he should
prepare, among the political govern

mem suu uiwmaveiy naptizea men
superintendent, forty preachers and
some $00 members; I baptized everymember of that denomination but,, "one. Altogether sorne 1S00 were bap-- '

tized ip tli at field of lalxr. I sup-'-"
pose some of those then baptized
may be in this congregation to-da-y.

I name these tilings to show how
we have to be governed and control-
led by the revelations of God day by.,:
day. Without this we can dp no-
thing. iany of our brethren wh
were wi th us at that time and Who
came to this valley, have passed be-
hind the vail. Eight of the quorum .

of the Twelve who were in tbe flesh
and xuost of them with the pioneers,
to-da-y are in the spirit world. We
are passing away.

I kuow as Brother Pratt has said,
that this is the kingdom of God. Is-
rael is being J gathered together.The revelations of God are being .

fulfilled, and nothing will lie left
unfulfilled. Therefore, as Saints of
the riving God, let us lie faithful to
our testimony. We have the king-
dom of God. We are called of God
by inspiration and commandment
to warn this generation, to. preachthe gospel, to gather the people, to
build up Zion, to build Temples, to '

redeem the living and the dead, and "
to carry out the great2work' which !

is laid u iKn our . sbouidewcand may
God enable us to accomplish these
things for Jesus' ake. Amen.

sufficient depth to attend to baptism,for it seems that Philip had convert-
ed, or, in other words, had provedby his arguments that Jesus was
the very Christ, and the man desir-
ed baptism, aud the chariot stood
still, and Philip went down into the
water and baptized him. Now Ph i

had no authority to confirm, bytlie laying on of the hands, as is
evident, in the case of those who
were baptizod in the great citv of
Saruaria. There was great re
joicing there, because Philip had
oaptized them, but none had receiv
ed the Holy Ghost, till another
author-- , higher than that of Philip,came aud laid hand uoou them
for the reception of the Holy Ghost:
naviiig uapiizea cnese people, he
could go no further; he could not ad-
minister the blessing of tlie Holy
(ihost: and hence, havincr fulfilled
the object of the two revelations on
this subject, tiie Lord had another
place for him. He did not go there
of his own accord, but it required a
very itowerful manifestation to get
him away from that water; the
scripture testifies that "the spirit of
the Lord caught away Philip, that
the eunuch saw him no more; aud
he went on his way rejoicing."
Have you ever heard anything of
the kind in these days, where men,
in fulfilling their missions, have
ieen caught away to some other
piacer "liut tney tnat wait uoou
the Lord shall renew their strength:
they shall mount up with tlie wingsof eagles," says the prophet Isaiah
Philip must have been borne, as it
were, upon eagles' wings. Now, if
person a man light enough, I mean

could get on an eagle's wings and
le carried through the air, it would
te a very good J representation of
Mmo of those that wait upon the
Lord.

I "mention these various circum-
stances and might mention scores
of others to show, that without the
spirit of the living God, to impart
revelations, no man could adminis-
ter to his fellow man, no man would
have the authority to administer.
This brings me back to the state-
ment I have already made. You
recollect the question is, can it be
proved, or is there any evidence that
mere nas been any man called to the
ministry among all the nations
during the long period to which I
have referred? We take their own tes-

timony .They say Uiat there has been
no revelations since the first century
of the Christian era. Who says so?
The Whole Catholic Church to begin
with, and the Greek Church.
another branch f the Christian
church, so-call- and then the Pro-
testants that protested against those
two branches, and came out from
among them, have continued the
same false traditions, that no new
revelation is needed that the last
revelation which Was intended for
the human fhmily, was given to-
wards the close of the first century
of the Christian era. They do not
seem to know how such an expres-
sion, if admitted, cuts them off from
all authority and power which are
divine; they do not seem to know
that they cannot possibly be called
and cannot possibly be ordained by
proper authority, unless God speaks
again: they do not seem to know
that the writings of men who are
dead ami gone, centuries ago, do not
aut horize, them to preach the gospel,nor give them any divine authority
to administer its ordinances. Hence,
yoii eeie the impossibility of there
being a regular succession from gen-
eration to generation, because of the
want of new revelation. A great
many other testimonies might be
brought to prove this fact, but this
one is sufficient, "Well then,"says
one, "if your arguments be true, if
your nener De correct, there has
been no Christian church on tlie
earth for many generations. We
can come to no other conclusion;there is no half way business about
it. We come to testify that there
has; no church on the earth
that God lias recognized as his
church for the last fourteen cen-
turies, at least; and among the Eu-
ropean nations and the nations of
Asia and Africa there has beeH
none since the close of the second
century of tlie Christian era. What
a woeful condition it is for tho in
habitants of the earth to be in. We
would be in the same condition that
they are, if God had not condescend
od again to give new revelation; and
this brings me to the subject of the
Book of Mormon.

Fifty-thre- e years will have passed
away, next Wednesday morning,
the 2udntey of Beptem bet, since the
gold plates' of the Book of Mormon
were delivered Into "the hands of a
toy, by the name of Joseph Smith,
a farmer's boy, an illiterate boy, un-
educated in the higher branches of
learning, uneducated in regard to
what is contained in the Old and
New Testament, uneducated to the
dogmas and; creeds or men, unedu

cept it be some pf the firit principles,
the rudiments of education,- - as
taught in the common schools of the
Slate of JNeWv. ork. I say. fifty-
Wfree

.reirrsi .
fciave

. ...almost expired
since this great, this marvellous,
this wonderfu-- . event i happened;
since an angI tr God delivered sa-
cred record-jtot- h hands f an il-

literate 'torafrioh' outh; ndt yet
twentj-itw- years of age. Such Was
the thinning, m it were, of a great
revelation. I will not sav the pre
cise timepf jthe beginning; for-Go- d,

nor to this umej Had given revela-tiQnt-o.'

thLs youth, on many occaT
sions.- - ThTPrstpOhat heigatetamm was iu uiesurincui isau, ueiore
Joseph Smith was of the age of
tit teen. Then a wonderful revela-
tion was given to him, the first one
he ever received. In a great and

ftlorious o1Whr1s1onJn answer to his
prayers; J&f6L'w&sj theti uanifesta
tion off two of tha.,jyeatt personages
in the. heavens not angels, not
messengers, but two persons that
hold thekfTstof authority oyer all
the creations oTTthe universe, yVhowere they? Uod the Kternal Father
wnom --voa . the Father made the
worlds! i Two glorious' personages

twVperson--
ages whose countenances-- nu rshone
tne sun at noondav: two'nersonacres

Uckytfied with a pillar of light round
InLAikt-tVi.t- An J l 1 a 1

this lad, fcjl vetped. themselves . to
nim. jtie saw their countenances;

he nearpjthxgkrlfjuords that
proceexleclfroigL jth) Father, as he
pointed to his Son, and akl, to Jo-
seph, "This Is my beloved Son in

The Saints could scarcely una a
resting place for the soles of their
feet, alter all the preparation that
was made by the establishment of a
great and free government. No won-

der, theii, that the Lord did not le-gi- u

it twp or thiee centuries a;o; no
wonder that he did not begin it in
the days when Cathol ictem and the
Greek church had universal sway
over the eastern continent. The
Church df the living God, if it had
been established then, would have
been immediately rooted out from
the earth; and gieat would have been
the condemnation resting upon the
nations ifsuch had loen the case. But
now it lives. Circumstances have
changed, and though tlie saints have
been driven from their homes, and
from their farms, though they have
been persecuted, and the lives of
many of jthe Saints destroyed, and
their prophets put to death, yet, not
withstanding nil this the Lord has
preserved his Cburcb, until the pre- -

seut time, Fifty years have rolled
away, aii( upwards since the Lord
eommeuetd this great work.

Now, then, a few words on the
future. Tear'? are to come, as Bro-
ther Angus Cannon said to me while
silting oil the seat this morning.
Liu caaiv? to me, and I mentioned to
him that this Jast year was my
fiftieth in tlie Church in other
words that I had been in ihe
Churcli fifty years. A peculiar kind
of answer' was made by BrotLu-- r

Cannon. Said he, "Brother Pratt,
I hope you may have millions o.

days or anniversaries of. your birth --

daj" I thanked him very much.
Well, now, let me begin to speak up-
on this subject. God has promised
eternal life to his children. "That
whosoever believeth' in him should
not perish; but have eternal life.?'
Now, I can pee a consistency in the
good wishes of Brother Cannon,
upon this subject. I hope for eternal
life, I have had this hope
for the last fiifty years. H I

obey the commandments of heaven,
if I receive his sayings, and abide in
his word, I hope never to die, as it is

iu the New Testament.iiromifced one, did not Jesus die?
and be kept au" of his Fathers saying--.

Did not the apostles die? aud they
kept the Fathers words. And were
not all the ancient .Saints sub
ject to death? And- - they kepi
tne sayings or tne ixira. yes,
they suffered what is termed the
death of the bod-- . There is, how-

ever, quite a difference between the
death of the outward tabernacle, and
the death1 of the spirit. In oilier
words, the Spirit that God has plat-
ed within the tabernable will live
forever, and those who have the op-

portunity of dwelling in tlie next
world, in light, in glory and in n
fullness of happiness, t what is
termed eternal life: there is no end
to it. Consequently it cannot be ex
pressed fully in. the language of
brother Cannon, that millions ol
such anniversaries might le enjoy-
ed. But there is something still
greater in the expression of eternal
life, than that of a few millions o!
years. It i$ something that has u
end. It may have a beginning. A
person may begin to exist in th:.1-fiesh- ly

tabernacle as I commenced
my existence here on this earth
sixty-nin- e years ago to day. That
was the beginning of my existence
here in this world; but there is sucli
a thing as a'person having a begin-
ning to hip existence in the flesh,
and yet have no end. Those per
sons that were translated in the
twinkling of an eye in ancient days
did not have a separation ot lody
and spirit. They were changed";
they were, by the power of Almigh-
ty God, wrought upon instantane-
ously; they were changed from mor-
tality to immortality; but still retain
their flesh and loues. Now, I would
ask, is there any end to their im-
mortal tabernacles when thus
changed? There is a beginning bui
no end. Their spirits are combined
with their bodies forever. I have
this hope. jYou Latter-da-y Saints
have the same hope, so far as eternal
life is concerned. You expect it
you pray for it, you desire to have .a
lite tnat is enu less; nguresare unaoje
to express the endless duration
of ages that are to come. Eternal
life is said to be the greatest gut of
God unto the human family. There
are many gifts of God, but this is
the greatest pf all. in the first place.
God has given his Bon to die for the
human family. What a great gift!
If it had not been for this gift of our
Heavenly Father to the inhabitants
of our fallen (world, the consequence
would have been that we should
have had eternal dedth. What are we
to understand by the term eternal
death,eupposing that there had been
no atonement made? What is the
meaning of the term? Could you
multiply figures enough if you were
to take the ujgures that are now. Ju
use and extend them in a line --extend

them in a series so that the
figures themselves .would be as nu
merous as the particles of the globe

woidd that express eternal life? or
would It express the duration of
eternal death, .provided there had
been no atonement? Nor it cannot
be expressed . Hence the atonement
of our Savior, which is the gift of
God to the fallen inhabitants of this
creation, lies! at the foundation of all
the ether gifts given unto the chil
dren r men It la because or this
gift that we are permitted to repent
of our sins. How could there have
been an individual upon all the ace
of the globe who couki i have repent-- ,
ed, .provided there, ..bad been; no
atonement? j Hence , you see that
repentance iaj the .gift of God, pur-
chased by th Atonement;.? Again,could baptism have been a holy ordi-
nance if It had no saving power in U2
Could it have been for tharemission
of sins, had K not been for . the blood
of : the atonement?' No. Baptism
then, Is a gift to the children of men
as well aaf repen Unoe., Woukl tlie
laying on of the hands have had any
effect upon any person pf the human
family In bestowing the,gift ofothe
Holy Ghost bad .there been no atone-
ment? No,, j Then tbatjs also a gift--4he gift of 3od to man, xhaAiiiis
servants should lay their handsupon
baptized t beheversjsjadi, that,theyshould be baptized with the HolyGhost and with flrej, Could, we have
been permitted ta, partake ofi,tlie
Lord's Supper with any effect what
ever?..lo. Then it is also, a gift of
vjou unu man. .i A.no; thus .we may

ftinct. A bootr, itself, authorizes
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are not recommended lass retoedT" for '

all tbe ills that flesh is belt to," but in . ..

affections of ths Liver, and in all liilioua
Complaints, Dyspepsia; and Sick Head- -
sche, or diseases of that character; theystand without a rival. . .r ;
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AGUE AND, FEVER., '

Ko better cathartic can he unci nn.

no
man. under the whole heavens, to
buiki up the Church of Christ; It
authorizes no man to preach the gos-
pel. No man- - ever received divine
authority by means of an ancient
hook that was triven to prophets and
inspired men centuries before he was
born. We never knew of the Lord's
calling men by ancient books. If
the Lord calls any one in this day,

is by a new revelation, not & reve- -
Jatlon --given- 4800 years ago. Hbw
inconsistent it would be to snpuost
that a man is now called to sit in
LheTYeifidtfntial chair of the United
BtaietjbetBUse we have the history
that Washington once sat in that
chair. Would that authorize any
person, among the scores of millions

the population of these States, to
and take possession of" that chair,

and undertake to administer in the
office of a President over this great
people? The thing would be so ri
diculously absurd, that' the people
would rise up universally and con-
demn any such imposition. Soiir)
regardjto he things of Qod. God Is

uoa or oraer. Ana u man Kin a
have an order in relation o authority

administer in governmental af-
fairs Ubw mndh more 4 the Lord? I

aiafttitftiot as'bxueti wisdom as his
creatures? Is the Lord fo much be-Bsa-

hi awn . Croat ioa--. that ho
would prefer, illegality to legality?
that hewwuld let any one assume
thoaihority and power without
calling him to an account in the
treat ludement day? !"But," in- -

ffifeT0n.'iw aw yo Know. Mr.
Yalti 11 VliJtXbdLor has called

some one during the any centu
ries that you say the pie have
lived in darkness? 1 w do you
Ikow bdtrtKJtat Jhe h authorized
servants andruihisters, , proclaimnew
his gospel among the hiudi
men?" Now, this Is a ery impor
tant point. I do not lame those
who nave not conside this sub--
TeclT-1-- " PuTObTcinrqttSstISar,,lt

rertectrr reasonaoje i mas wiey

paratoryto, or after taking qoinind:' as,sv'a simplej purgative they ars urteq oaledV 1 "'- - r
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS " ?f '!

Ths gamins are never sogaronled.Each box has a redraxieal on tlw Ik, ,

with the Iroprefclon, MetANE S UVICH ,PILLi' Each irrabner bears the'sfim:'
uunong tho inlHhUanto.of the carthrfcatetf in all branches of science, ex tores of KV Mow aod Ftnuxa tiicoat : ' . r

pared byi iji p.y.j '.. i ;4

rnnip nau uone a great worn in tne
ity of Samaria, n Hovrrad "succeeded

in couviaciuic juriiu uuuiuun, con
cerning Jesus, adbad,fJaavp.Uzei
them, and orga&i&Ala greatnreMin the city of Samaria. One would
have thurit,iatmuWtiav&Lr-forme- d

labor of gueringnilude,he would have been reauircd to stnv
among ihtpeoles 'kh&uadminister
to them; but no; the Lord-gav- e a

FLE2IING BILOS PItbiburrk. Pri '
he market Mpg fAlLinaitatioas of

the name SleLmne, spelled differ jOl. .
bat same proonnciatton. ' Tr.
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reveAatiom tarfche man Philip..
ffHe8aid,AfisokaTid"'go toward the

aye iw up iinuniuiowwiitti grounds we

south, , unto the way. JUiat. goeth
down from Jerusalernmrtd- - Gaza.
which is desert." In other words.
"leaTgyOUr present field ol laboro.!
can do more good somewhere else."
NowJTart taafi ' left I hV vttis Awn judg--

i ment, wiwoui new revelation..a a a

wyuiu pot . wauiao go
elWhisoVd IbeQnatie
to MayNvhere sWUany
his testimony. But no; the Spiritof God though4(dMerently. "Arise
Philip, go unto the south country."He Was not told what hn fchnnlil (la In

(thf seath lioifltrj; Uit h starCMtr
awuiuiug w wisucw reveiuuun. anu
after Journeying a short distance, he

uius i w inuyiuu nn i

quired another revelation. The old

tints ' Complexion for-- which .

ladles 8trive?nroi chieilyrti-- a
ileial, i ind all who trill talie the i
tnrabl ';o mayi5eciiro: jthtcun e $
Tfiiggd rosateibewiteIiitg hues?;
foHotfJthe nso of Uagairi Mag-- rfj
noJia.alittaaelicatetharia-- f i tIcsssmflalwais ilbibloartlple. ttl
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'T11 Nmety Days reasons that
beso surpMMdlfto proTe that the

poeings that there has ...t i Jim.commission eu wiuj ui mjjj
rinrtnor the fourteen ced turieA-ihU-4

TJS,TfrflIt Ixfseirt his angel,
iJpwaasjJl baradgo, and re
stored the autnoniy. a bwv 7

aavancca
earti has been

3ysucni authoritv,

lnXzSonsiC iunsteu-- 1

those who rofewi to be the

verwl belief among them, and they

nwi iHvm na new revela
the Inhabitants of the earth during
their day. 'ina w enougniuriuo.
It iJJ theev1derxnaiiw I

4 1Ki.
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neveF aent'theni. !UutJnquirea- a BAnr nr
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I 7"-r- ... .
L OT chotoe two aoa

r dairy M.

3'vlsernr OnaHtv
S" CIEtf IS TIE S1EIFESTI

tjaj a r

m SMia a.
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given mm new revelations, he
would have gone forth blindly in his

missionary W4 lBht another re.
Wblatlon aruAfuj near and loin
f Jyself tg Ui clft." He there-TfuT- O

obeyed, and when he arrived at
the chariot, ne. round a man reading
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