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REPORTED RY JHHN IRVINE,

arige to ailt {
who are assembded this afternoon.

An event in regard to mysell has

this day happened that generally
only happens once in the course of &

man’s Jife. Fifty yvears ago to-day
/39 bmptizey i the urch of Je-
«[3us Christ of Latter<iay Saints.

Hence, it might be said that it is in
reality a year of jubileg, so far ns |
am concerned—I mean. bhat the past
vear, which is the fAfdeth year of
my membership - in the Chureh,
vlesing with to-day, has been, indeed
and im truth, a year of Jubilee.
I'lrere i= another thing, conneected
with these fifty years in the Church,
that is also pleasing to Your humble
~ervant. SIXIy-nine vears ago to-
day 1 was born into ghis wérld, Jmak-
ing this day a double birthday to
myself. How very thankful I ought
to be for this great privilegé which
hias been bestowed upon me. The
hearing of the fulness of the ever-
lasting gospel, dyio!d}n obedience to
the same, and en g into the
Church and Kingdom of God, In my
youth, ceptainly is: a blessiny

that is worh:y of all thanks and
praise to my Father whois in heaven,
who granted this privilege to me -
my youth, There were many scores
of millions—yes, humdreds of mil-
lions of the inhabitants of our globe

It seems that the Lord our God,

jsome fifty years ago-and s Httle up-
wards, saw pro to o his
k—i '] .éﬂ“l
by the miniatra 81 hol gels,
and by the revelations of his Spirit,
and by sending down authority from
the heavens on the
earth, and” “forth that
ureat and the Book
of Mormon, and cansing the same

tv be printed for the bemefit of all
mankind. How great a privilege
conferred on me, to come to the un-
derstanding of the contents of that
book when I was but nineteen years
of age! How great a privilege to
live in a day and age of the world
when God has again revealed him-
self to the children of men! There
have been many periods of time
since the creation in which the heav-
ens, in an especial manner, have
been favorable to the children of
men, by sending communieations
and revelations from on high. But
a long time had interven during
which no such privilege had been
granfed tq mortal map. So far as
the nations of the Kastern Hemi-
sphere were concerned, upwards of
seventeen centuries had passel
away, daring which -they were left
in darkness, having no legally au-
thorized ministers, mo one that coull
legally baptize, or administer the
Lord’s Bupper, or build the Church
of God, or administer in any of the
ordinances of his gospel; that was a
long time for the nations to be left
in darkmess. So far as our Western
Hemisphere is concerned, they were
not left quite so long a period with-
out mformation from the heavens.
Some fourteen hundred years and
upwards had away, on this
Western conlinent, during which
the people were left in darkness;
hence, the w .earth for fou:teeuT
centuries, at least, had no gospel
preached by divine authority, no|
(‘harch the Tivig God in any

quainted. It is true, that durings

BY
ELDER FORSON PRATT, Hroutee, fomay mot, oters o

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,

[T is with peculinr feelings that T| thority have been handed down by
l!ru-a the wugmgn!!un}n regular succession of ordination,

-

] the Lord, be divinely eommis&loped
and yet no revelation be given in his
27 1 answer, impossible, i -

day
sible. **But,” you may still further

have vommiunicated that au-
| thority to their cotemporaries who
Coutlived them? And may not those
cotemporarfes, thus recciving divine
atithority, have conferred it wapon
others still younger, and they upon
others? And thus, may not the au-

| times,

from the days of the a]mﬁllvs to our
own period of time! T will say
[ that would be possibile, just the same
(& the Church of God; in the first
century of phe Christian era, deliv-
| ered the autherity to preach and ad-
minister ordinances from one to an.
other, among the various nations of
the earth; it was continued along
[during the whole of that century —
Just as easily it could have contin-
'ned the s=econd century, and the
| third, and each succeeding century
down to our own time. Here, then,
arises another question—may not
the autbority have thus been trans-
ferred? [ answer—wlhere hins there
been an unbroken succession of that
«ame authority that was adminis-
tered in the first century? [ will
tell you where the succession was
hroken. In the very period that
new revelation ceased to pe given to
the buman family, no further suc-
cession could be continued. It would
be impossible for any person to le
ordained with divine authority, fur
instance, to the apostleship, unless
there was some person that had an
thority and had really obtained di-
vine iptelligence, by new revelation,
from the heavens, that such author-
ity should be conferred upon some
other person.  When did divine
revelation cease?! Where shall we

go for testimony upon this subjects | caught away
2 e - Al pﬁm-?

far as fhe mhabftants of the
ILastern portions of our globe were
concerned, divine authority ceased
about the eloe of the first centary
of the Christian era. Why «did 1
cease?” Because we have no account
of any new revelation having been
given after the close of that century;
and when new revelation ceased, di-
vine callings ceased; divine authori-
ty ceased; persons ceased to confer
thatauthority in succession; because,
for this obvious reason, they, without

ta call; they did not know who
should he authorized to receive the
:]gmtleﬂhip. or any other ealling,
very person, during the first cen-
tury of the Christian era, who was
ordained with authority and power
to administer in the ordiname
of the gospel, was ordained by the
slPiriL of prophecy and revelation.
Timothy was a younyg man, come-
mred with many of the apostles,
e only received the ealling Iwe
stowed upon him through the laying
ou of the hands of the servants ol
God, or of those who were authorized,
by new revelation, to administer
and to comger authority upon him,
Thus it is written in thi=s mood ook
(the RBiblej that Paul, who was au
thorized as an apostle, called Timo-
thy by virtue of the spirit of revela-
tion and prophecy. “XNegleet not,™

which was given thee by prophecy
with the laying of the hands of thy
presbytery.” And when we speak
of missions, in those early periods ol
Christianity no person assumed to

tants of the earth, unless he was
=ent, unless he was set apart. Even
u8 great a man as the Apostle Paul
o
missionary, only by the layving on oi
the handsof the persons who admin-
istered to him. Henewe, it is written

another
church, so-called, and then the Pro-

sald PPaul, “the gift that is in thee, | among them,
same false traditions, that no new
revelation is needed—that the last
revelation which was intended for

and eannot possibly
proper authority, unless God speaks
in the Aetsof the Apostles, that the | azaing they
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—not the new Testament, but the
law and the prophets. Philip, being
wrought u by the Holy Ghost,
said unto this man, “Understandest
thou what thou readest?” “How
can I,” said the man in the chariot,
“excepl some man should guide
me?” - And Philip began to explain
unto him, the things that he, hap-
pened to be reading from the pro-
rhecies of Isaiah, concerning Jesus,
and Philip was invited into the
chariot. They rode along until they
came to where there was water of
sufficient depth to attend to baptism,
fur it seems that Philip had convert-
ed, or, in other words, had proved
by his arguments that Jesus was
the very Christ, and the man desir-
ed baptism, and the chariet stoml
still, and Philip went down into the
waterand bap him. Now Phil-
lr had no authority to confirm, by
the laying on of the hands, as is
evident, n the case of those who
were baptized in the great city of
Samaria. There was great re-
Jjoicing there, because Philip had
oaptized them, but none had receiv-
0 the FHoly Ghost, til another
authority, higher than $hat of Philip,
ciime  and  Jaid hands upon them
for the reception of the Holy Ghost;
having baptized these people, he
could go no further; he could not ad-
minister the blessing of the Holy
(shost; and hence, having fulfilled
the oliject of the two revelations on
this subject, the Lord had another
place for him. Iie did not go there
of Lis own accord, hut it required a
very powerful manifestation to get
him away from that water; the
seripture testifles that ““the spirit of
the Lord caught away DPhilip, that
the eunuch saw him no more; aud
he went on his way rejoicing.”
Have you ever heard anything of
the kind in these days, where men,
in fulfilling their missions, have
Lo somo other
“But they that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with the wings

of eagles,” aays the pruﬂ;et Isajah.

i*hilip must have been roe, as it
were, upon eagles’ wings. Now, ife
person—a man light enough, [ mean
—~could get on an eagle’s wings and
be carried through the air, it would
be a very good Yrepresentation of

some of those that wait upon the

Lord.

[ ‘mention these wvarious circum-

new revelation, did not know whom | stances—and mizht mention scores
of others—to show, that without the

spirit of the living God, to impart
reveolations; no man could sdm*uis—
ter to hisfellow man, no man would
have the authority to administer.
I'his brings me back to the state-
ment I have already made. You

recollect the question is, can it be
proved, or is there any evidence that
there hias been any man called to the
mministry among all
during the long period to which 1

the nations

have referred? We take their own tes-
timony.They say that there has been

no revelations since the first century
of the Christian era,

Who says so?
'he whole Catholic (Church to begin
with, and the Greek Church,
branch ef the Christian

testants that protested against those
two branches, andd came out from
hnave continued the

the human fiunily, was given to-

wards the close of the first century
oo on a misgion among the inhabi- | of the Christian era,
seem lo know how such
sion, If admitted, cuts them ofT from
all authority and power which are
no authority to go forth as o | divineg they do not seem to know

They do not
an expres-

that they eannot possibly be ealled
be ordained by

do not seem to know

Holy Ghost said unto certain proplh-
ets that were in the Church at Anli .

these fourteen centuries the nation-

of the as it was preached in |
ancient tim es—a book called &93-
ble. But a book containing the his-
tory of the gospel is one thing, and
the power and authority $o adminis-
ter the ordinances of the gospel is
other thing; they are entirely dis-
nct. A beok, itself, authorizes no
man, under the whole heavens, to
build up the Church of Christ: it
authorizes no man to preach the gos-
pel. No man- ever recelved divine
means of an ancient

book that was given to prophets and
inspired men cemtaries he was
born. We never knew of the Lord’s

calliag men by ancient books. If
the Lord calls any one in this day,
it is by a new re tion, not a reve-
Jation - 4800 ﬁmra ago. H
inconsistent it would be to ®u

that a man is now called to sit in
th b Bial'chair of the United
B we have the history
that ash once sat in that
chair. W that authorize any
person, among the scores of millions

office of a President over this great
wple? The thing would be =0 ri-

absurd, that'the people
m up uni and con-

demn such imposi@ion.
Ntafl things of P
a of order, And d
have an order in relation o au ty
to administer in govermamental af-
ore ' the Lord?

creatures? Is the Lord so much be-
neath—his
prefer. illegality fo legality?

e 2oy ana “po
y and po

would
t
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THOKE & —WESTERAF
WEAT MARKETS, -

N -
1Ly
L;b-

——
B

Nl - - 28 o b
. . .

""t;?“ 3 from choice two and
| | p..‘ :
R “l
"”t.;“

€ VEAL are dairy b
e e Sl
% Soperior Qualty

& Chee 15 THE cREAPEST!

WM

" Manngemauf} Wiz

(VA B
him to an account in the|cerning Jesus, Siate of New, York. - I say, fifky-|in the world to come; so that there|tend them in a series so that the|ate and unlearned, the as _ BROS., Pithiburgh; Pa.,
;g?g]udgmmt day? {*Bat,” in-|them, and o - WHfrw yeitrs have almost ex ianlu)nltiaﬁty, 80 far as the preach- | figures themselves would be as nu-|Joseph Smith and: the most k . fall of. of oy
OR yod know, Mr. | in the city of SBamaria. One would | since this great, this marvellous, | ing of the is concerned. But, | merous as the particles of the globe|of wus, Whatever knowledge | bat same prosunc ently. .
mﬁcm has called | have Wl?m r- | this wenderful- 1 happmad;‘,?lm s a little ity, | —would that express eternal life? or | Brother Pratt has obtained, either '
some one during the y centu- | formed* 0 . ude, | since sn angel bof wm‘mﬁd sa- | it seems 0 me; for some have the {would it express the duratiom of | of the learning of the world or of the
ries that you say the have | he would hav mw stay | ered mugﬁlgo ! ds of an &_rmﬂqudhnﬂngm‘ﬁ?sglinthh eternal death, provided there had |kin of (gd he has obtained it i o
ved in ? bw do you |among inister | literate, on , not yet instead of waiting e next.|been no atomement? Nog it cannot| by and labor sinte ie em- |
i"" e hasi auth to them; but no; the Lordgave a twenl;'twoyeam age. o?nchw But ﬂlﬁgﬁg&&ﬂ - :l ﬂﬁlle b?u; . PG m:n: b!‘oetdedthh; lihl ha.vabmn::i.
D, 1 man hilip..; the beginui as it w a ) 8 upon the earth, | of our Bavior, h gift of | socia w rother [ rsell
feas (AN Mo, |2 prooiEer TR SR, . D che eplupinsy s fom of o o ppios graeration upet s sty | of gut Baved, which 1 e i, o |solned il ciner Pl
#INW isa fmpor- [ south, unto the way goeth | cise time h.ﬁ:ning; for- ﬁEw become so darkened, through | creation, lies at the foundation of all | him by sea and hn&in foreign
ﬁ oint. I do not pe those | down from Jerusalenmt”’ aza, | prior to d given own apostacy, through their | the other gifts m unto the chil- | countres and at home, and I never
ho have not conside which is desert.” In_ other worpds, | tiop to’ this youth, on many occa- | own wickedness, their shed- | dren of men, It i8 because of*this | saw a man in my life that I know
S = e *you | slons. Th st one th MUME&" mqbbodorriﬂ;t’muamen, the | gift that we are permitted io t| of that 'has t as few moments
can do more somewhere else.” | him was ifi the spring of 1820, before . 8ées proper, of this, | of our sins. How could there have | idly as be has. I have never seem o
may | Now,®& 1 man left/ to'liis 8wn judg- | Joseph Smith was of the age of|to make them wait. If the|been an indivith all the face | storm al sea =0 heavy—even when |
: ment, without new revelation, | fifteen. Then a wonderful revela- | true authority had been revealed, | of the globe who have repent- | 'h’m&ml over the bow, side
80 n was givent to him, the first one|d the time of the administra- | ed, there had been mo|ste what he would
slied his oy DA e ever received. In t snd | tion of these corrupt men, the gospel | atonement? | Hence you see that |book. Whenever the bres s S
- e e g _grea . :
“ he answer to his mldul::w I::en lgnnhhad agnl;nr mpentmbe;il tl::a ﬁg.l& othnd, pur- unn: tpo'bhent'y he n:gu&my
: mony. But no; the Bpirit . e mani from earth. For instance, chased ) lonement.” Again, |shu e book un were
his angel, “m‘h“"gﬂ‘ tly. 'apiﬂ“ tion of : *grﬂ'.";:.ﬁ": God had sent theangel in the second | could A have been a boly ordi- over. Y there hamo-th’lromls, _
o, and re- | Philin, go unto the south country.”{in the hea t angels, not mm“ the Christinn to re- | nance -hﬂ-mm’h&pwmuﬂ tinent who is more at home in the e 97 el
»re are He : he ghou messengers, but two persons that|ne church on the whiat | Could it have been for the. remission | hea fu the astrowombeab) otiad B
m\M‘ t r hold of authority over all woudld have been ~conseguence? ﬂﬁ“hﬁm "ﬁ.mw; world ' than 10 de - s T
has ne e % the undverse. . Who|There would: of atonement? No. Baptism;{ who he - is ' If ol i
after journeying a short distance, he | were they? the Eternal Father me. mpon then, is a gi of © man “more  deeps 2
) ORI A?Zhh non&m Christ, t.hm-.a '_Hﬁ'ﬁ uﬂ: i -aaid. -
whom God the Father made : 2 .
. The old worlds! loriouas ' angel w Unegsd se'w
S family of gl

of the po of these Btates, to
go and y of that chair, {:
and u to administer m the

God Y [
wisdom as his A

ne assunge reity of Samariy. | He hud suceeoshel

och, f““Separnte me Barnobees aod |

hada beok that contained thehistory | Saul for the work whereunty | have | wor give them any

called them,”
latjou.

ministry, only as thoe Lord called ]
him; and that calling was made |
known to the prophets that wiredn
the LChurch at Antioch.

the spirit of revelation and prophecy,
and-set apart by the laying of the
bands of a prophet or apostle, to te
n es 1 minister to” the nations

the sarth, there would arise still
another great (uestion to be solved,
in regard to whether that man, thu-
set apart, could fulfil the object af
his mission without new revelation”

possible. No man ean fHl a mijesion
aeceptably before the heavens, un-
Msg %od should give to*him rTevala-

greatest revelators that wehave any

eir own dccord, they were led di-
tly ditferent from their own judg-
ments, in regard to their ndssionary
labors.
a great desire Lo visit a certain place;
such desire arcse from his own na-

1im.  Here it required a
revelation " to ksow whekhet

% bwn inclinations sheuld
lowed or not. Again, ng find k}hati
e revelationg ol  the Most igh
yere very lm;jlh the dabs of

the travels of these missionaries,

Philip had done a great work in the

in convineihg largéd numbers, con-

'
oeve

¥

venture, a man had been called by i one iz sufficient.
one, “if your arguments be true, if
yvour helief be correct, there has
been no Christian church on the
earth for many
can come to no other conclusion;

| it.

[ say that it would bLe utterly imx-| church for the

PPaul had, at a certain time, | away,

“‘nl[d
‘_Pldpfmeut; but the Holy Ghost | Were

© boy, by the name of Joseph Smith,
' | A farmer's Loy, an
fol- | éducated in

what is contained in

| tThat the writings of men who are

lead andd gone, centuries ago, do not
withorize them to preach the gospel,

divine authority

Here is a new reve: | o administer its ordinances. Hence,
Saul ecould not bo separate! | vou sée the Impossibility of there
afd set apart to any work of the | heing a resular succession from gen-
vration to generation, because of the
wantalfl new revelation.
many other testimonies might bLe
If, perad- | Lrought to prove this faet, but this

A grent

“Well then,”says

generations. We
there is no half way business about
We come to testify that there
has Leen no church on the earlh
that God has recognized as his
Insl fourteen cen-

furies, nt least; and among the Eu-
ropean nations and the nations of

Asia and Africa there has lbeen

tion, from time to time, to direct uone since the close of the second
him in all his missionary labors, century of the Christiann era. What
We have abundant testimony in tho : a woeful condition it is for the in-
New Testament concerning this mat- habitants of the earth to be in.
ter. Even when some of the wery | would be in the same condition that

We

they are, if God had not condescend-

of, undertock to do things of | ed azain to give new revelation; and

this brings me to the sabject of the
Book of Mormon. \
IYifty-three years will have passed
next Wednesday morning,
the 2ind-iay of Septem ber, since the
platés of the” Book of Mormon
delivered into the hands of a

boy, un-
e higher branches of
uneducated in regard to
ithe Old and
£, umedueated in the

learning,

New T

dogmas nwdl creeds of men, unedu
- that he Lamong the inhabilanis.ef the earth-teated in all branches of science, ex-
cept it be

the ruadi

me of the first principles,
uts  of education, as
taught in the common schools of the

OO0 1t i1 4s

‘objects »f these? They are not reve-

HL

]whom I am well pleased.” This
wias a new revelation; something
different from what bhad been made
manifest for a great many eenturies,
accorling to the declarations ¢f the
articles and creeds of men. How
often I have read the declaration of
King James’ translators of the Bi-
ble, wherein King James is repre-
sented as the head of the chureh,
and wherein the Bible, as translated
by those that were chosen and ap-
pointed for that pur , was intend-
ed for the light and benefit of the
children of men; and for fear that
mankiad would eavil on the subject
these uninspired wen, the transla-
tors, in connection with those who
were in their council, cencluded to

whole canon of scripture; in other
words, we have translated sixty-six
books, and they are compiled, or
about to be compiled and printed for
the benefit of mankind; and these
sixly-six bouks of the Old and New
Testament are the only bolks that
Christians should receive, the only
revelation that they should have to
guide them in all their fature lives.
The people were just simple enough
o believe what they said,—just sim-
ple enough to take it for granted, be-
cause learned men, that were not
inspired of God, had made this un-
qualified, wunproved declaration.
Now, “we, the Church of England,
must get up‘elquaidus these 86 books,
some ‘Articles of Faith’—some thir-
ty-nine Articles we will invent. We
have got no prophets among us to
write these Articles,—no inapired
revelator sent from God; and there-
fore, we will originale oul of our own
hearts something that will prevent
the people from recvivinz any nuw
revelation. We will cunningly tell
them that these sixty-six books,
called the Bible, contain all the reve-
lation that God ever gave to man.”
What further have you o kay in
Your thirty-nine articles? \We say
thut every persol Lhiat does not iimi
and confine his faith to the sixty-six
books of the Old and New Testa-
ment, or if he undertakes to receive
any other revelation, he is to be ex-
pelled from our church. That is
what is said—not directly, but indi-
rectly, In other words, every per-
son who pretends to be a prophet,he
is not to be a person considered wor-
thy of belonging to our church.” Has
any other church but the Church of
England adopted these false, soul-
destroying delusions? Yes, a great
many others. They have inveuted
articlee—not exactly thirty-nine,but

ed in some instances, and disciplines
In others, and 8o on. What are the

lation; God had nothing to do with
giving them, men wrote them out
of their own uninspired hearts, but
they were all very careful to take u

the ideas inculcated in the days olfJ
King James, namely, that the sixty-
six books of the Old and New Testa-
ment were to be their rule of faith,
and be their guide and nothing else
was to be received as inspired. Oh,
how blind! Ifthey did but know it
these very declarations in these ar-
ticles and creeds would cut them off
from all authority. But they were
just simple eneugh to receive such a
false doctrine; just simple enough to
accept their want of authority
before God; and thus by their
own acknowledgment, by their own
printed works they prove to -the
whole world that God did not estab-
lish their churches, that God did not
establish among them the ancient
order of things; for (he ancient

destitute of the spirit of revelation,
If the Lord had Jeft us in this
condition, we would have been wan-
dering in darkness to this day. The

afternoon, would be no better ofl’
than the Protestant denominations,
no better oft' than the Greek and
Roman Catholi¢c Churches that have
existed from generation to genera-
tion, during many long centuries of
apostacy. But od, havine lnoked
upon the darkness that covered the
earth, and the minds of the people,
having looked upon the people thau
were honest in heart, and seeing the
dilemma in which they were placed
—without inspiration, without any
knowledge that comes from heaven
in (their day, without any one who
has the right and the authority from
heaven to baptize—concluded to full-
fil that which was predicted by the
ancient apostles, namely, to send an
angel again to the inhabitants of the
earth. It was a long time for the
earth to be left without angels. Per-
haps some of you may inquire,
“Why did the Lord leave the peo-
ple so long? Why did so many gen-
erations pass away, and no Ch of
Christ on the earth, no prophets, no
revelators,ete.? It was because of

killed off’ the apostles, prophets and
revelators—killed off’ the Saints who
embraced the true gospel, and the
world became so exeeadingfy wicked
and eorrupt that the Lord did not
see proper to send them any other
message. But perhaps you inay in-
quire, must all those people who
have lived so many erations ago,
godown to an end perdition in
the eternal worlds, because no one
had authority on the earth to ad-
minister gospel ordinances to them?
No; the Lord is more just than this.
Every man and every woman that

has not had the privilege of hearing
the gospel in this life, &rmhad b
one holding divine authority, will

have the opportunity of hearing it

k
;

f

i

tell the people that this was the |’

of answel Wwas made

on this subject.
eternal life to his children,

kept the Fathers words,

death of the body.
ever, quite a difference between the
death of the outward tabernacle nnd

ed within
forever, and those who have the op-
portunity of dwelling in the nexi
world, in BLght,
fullness of happiness, yet what is

church of the living God was never [rres.sed fully

ed.

ask, is there any

changed? is ;
no end. Their spirits are combined

of ages that are to come.
life is said to beé the test gift of
God unto the human gamﬂy. ‘here
are many gifts of God, but this is
the greatest of all. In
God has given his Bon to die for the
human family.

little d of safety,

that are'calculated, if put into exe
ecution, to
nominations, laws found

tice and principles of uity—even

on the earth. See what persecution
has attended it!

ated mobs; men,

apostles and revelators
1e Saints could scarcely

feet, atter all the preparation that

wonder that he did not begin it in
had universal sway
continent. The
it it had

Greek church
over the eastern
Church af the living Gaod,
been established
been immedimtely rooted out from
the earthj and great woulld havebeen
the condemnation resting upon the
now it lives. Circumstances have
been driven from their homes, and
from their farms, thiough they bave
been persecuted, and the livesof
many of the Saints destroyed, and
their prophets put to death, yer, not-
withstauding ali this the Lord lLias
preserved his Church, until the pre-
sent time, Filty years have rolled
away, and upwards sinre the lord
commenced this great work.,

Nuw, then, a few words on the
future. Year:are w come, as Bro-
ther Angus Cannon said to me while
sitting on  the seat this morning
e came (o ey amd I mentioned to
him that this last year was iy
fiftieth in the Church—in other
words — that I had been in i1he
Chureh fifty years. A peculiar kind
by Drotaer
Cannon. Baid he, “Brother Pratt,
[ hope you may have millions .

days or anniversaries of your birtli-
(m)o.)}

I thanked him very much.
Well,now, let me begin to speak up:
God has promised
“That
whosoever believeth in him should

noi perish but have eternal life.”

Now, I can ree a consistency in the

articles of faith, creeds they are call- | good wishes of Brother Cannon,
uFon this dubject. I hope for eternal
life,

had
fiifLy

this
years,

hopw
It 1

have

’ I
last

for Zthe

obey the commandments of heaven,

if I receive his sayings, and abide in
his word, I hope never to dle, as it is
romised in the New Testament.

ut, says one, did not Jezus die!

and be kept all of his Fatherssaying: .

Did not the apostles die? and the)
And were

not all the ancient Saints ~ub
ject to death? And- they kepi
thé enyings of the T.ord. VYes,

they suffered what ia termed the
There is, how

the death ol the spirit. In uihe
words, the spirit that God has plac
the tabernable will live

in glory and in g
termed eternal life: there iz 1o cud
to it. Consequently it caunot be ex
in, the language of
wother Cannon, that millions of
such anniversaries mizht be enjoy-
But there is something still
ereater in the expression of eternal

people who are here asseibled, this | life, than that of a few millions ot
years,
end.

It is something that has wi
It may have a beginningz., A
person may begin to exist in thi
fleshly tabernacle as [ commenced
my existence here on this eartl
sixty-nine years azxo to day. That
was the begmning of my existendc

here in this world; but there is suech
a thing as a'person having a begin-
ning to hig existence in the flesh,
and yet have no end.
sons that were translated

Those per
in the
twinkling of an eye in ancient days

did mot have a separation of body

and spirit. They were changed;
they were, by the power of Almigh-
ty God, wrought upon instantane-

ously; they were changed from mor-

tality to immortality; but still retain
their flesh and bones, Now, I would
end to their im-
tabernacles when thus

There is a beginning bul

mortal

with their bodies forever. I have
this hope. You Latter-day Saints

have the same hope, so far as eternul
life is concerned.

You expect it

the apostasy of the people; and then | you pray for it, you desire to ve u
after the apostasy commenced, near | life that is endless; figures are unable
the close of the first cen , they | to express the endless duration

Eternal

the first place,

What a great gift!

If it had notibeen for this gift of our

Heavenly Father to the inhabitants
of our fallen|world, the consequence

would have| been that we should
have had eterna! death. What are we
to understand by the term eternal

death,su ng that there had been
no au;m[;:p:;lt made? What is the

meaning of the term? Could you

multiply figures enough if you were
to t.nkg{ho

ithat are now:in

use and d them in a line—ex-

a "..

ments of the earth, a nation where
the church could exist, and have &
And even
our nation, the best nation on the
earth, having the wisest laws, laws

protect all religious de- | ditions.
upon jus-

in our nation, it has been just as
much as the Lord could do, without
destroying the agency of man to getl
his Church once more established

See what hatred!
Bee the Saints fleeing before infu-i-
women and chil-
dren, murdered;propiets, patriarchs,
martyred.
find a
resting place for the scles of thelr |
was made by the establishment of n
great and free government. No won-
der, then, that the Lord did not be-
giu it two or Uuee cenluries azo; no

the days when Catholicitm and the

then, would have

nations ifsuch had been the ease. But

changed, and though the suints have |

;go through all the ordinances, that
God ordained from before the foun-
| dations of the world unto the present
timne, and ullof them ean be called
the gitts of God unto man on condi-
- | tions,and some of them without con-
The atonement came with-
' out any condition on the part of man,
It was without repentance, without
faith on the part of man. The atone-
ment was something given through
the pure love of God to fallen man,
withoyt any act of good works on
the part of man.
the blessings, then, that God has
ordained for the fallen inhabit-
ants of our globe which come inde-
pendent of our works,and this is ocne
of which 1 have been speaking.
Would there have been any light or
| intelligence, or goodness or Ppl-
ness, to be partaken of by fallen
man, if it had not been for the atone-
mment? None at all; there could have
bheen no righteousness. But then,
all¥ the other, gifts that we re-
cveive are through works, and by
faith and works combined, and it is
Lecause of the distinetion between
| These two separate gifts that many
| of the inhabitants of the earth have

erre]. Some of them profess w
believe that they ecan obtain
all the gifts of God without

works, because of some of the say-
ings of the ancient apostles; while
others consider that works must be
combined with faith. Now both of
i these ideas are true when taken in
their true light. Eternal life is
among all those gifts that are prom-
ised of God; such as the gilt of re-
rentance, baptism, laylug on of
wmnds, ete.  All these are not to be
comnpared with the greatness of the
gift called eternal life. I hope that
all the Latter-day Saints under the
sound of my voice may attain to
this, the greatest of all the gifts of
God.

Now, I wish, before taking my
seat to bear my testimony before the
people here assembled. [ do know
by the power of God, by the shed-
ding forth of the Holy Ghost upon
my heart, by the revelations of the
spirit,by the nmny manifestations of
the goodness of God to me,I do know
that God has sent his angel from
{ heaven. [ do know that he has
raised up the t latter-day king-
dom anlich—x.l- )y Daniel. I duoknow
that he has called apostles and pro-
phets; that he has sent forth his ser-
vanis divinely commissioned, with
power from on high, to declare to the
nations of the earth the great and
last message of mercy unto the in-
habitants thereof,to prepare al those
thatare willing to be prepared, for
the great day when the lieavens
shall be opened, and all the heaven-
ly hosts shall descend with power
and with great glory, to reign here
on the earth. I do know that God
by hLis power has gathered (ogether
liis people from the wvagious vations
of the earth, and established them
here in these mountains for a little
season, for an especial purpose. And
what is that pur 22 To prepare
you while dwelling here in these’
mountains, territories and regions,
that you may receive the blessings
rdained for you in a future time,
which time is not far distant. I do
know that this people will return
and will possess the land that God
has promised to them, even in Mis-
-ouri, and in Kansas, and in the re-
sions round about. I do know that
fiod will build up in JFackson Coun-
ty, Missouri, a t, and wonderful,
and beautiful city, that shall be
called “the Perfection of Beauty,”
the New Jerusalem. I do know that
(iod will light up the habitations of
tiiat city by his power, by his glory,
by a cloud in the day time, and by
a pillar of flre in the night, Tdo
know that when the people shall ga-
ther together in Lheir religious as-
semblies, as you are here gathered
this afternoon, that God will light
up your assemblies by his divine
power even ja the night time, mak-
ng your habitations, where you
neety glorious in the extreme. 1 do
tnow that God will Tulfil all that
which he has spoken,by the mouths
nf his holy prophets, since the world
hegan, pertaining to this last dispen-
-tion of the fulness of times, which
will come o pass in their times, and
in their seasons, and that this dis-
pensation will be far more glorious,
than all the other dispensations (om-
bhined together, before everything
shall be completed, for the bursting
heavens to reveal the Son of God,
and all those that are with him.
'hese things, and scores of other
things that I mizght name, I know
will be fulfilled in their times and n
their seasons, and that all who are
faithful will be made partakers of
these blessings, Aen.

RENMARKS

CLOER WILFORD WOODAUFF,

It is not my purpose at all to de-
tain this congregation, but before
dismisging I feel that I would like to
say o few words. Wae are not in the
Labit of flattering any man, but I
want to say a few words concerning
Brother Pratt. If there is any man
dead or alive who has dwelt gor
in this church and kingdom than he
has I do not know him. [f there is
any man that bas tiavelled more

miles in preaching the gospel of
Christ, in bearing testimony gfe the
ki of God on theearth, T do]

not know who he is. When Brether
Pratt embraced this he was a
boy—in one senste of the word Hliter-

I i

L ST T ; T i
o his T 4 ),

o * .—-V

There are some of

we '-al] have to now <
J 1+ Smith 1am,-Y , the
Apostles, and all  men 1=

h and kingdem, i there is
anything to us, if there is anything
about us, If ' we have ‘Lknowledge,
or any power, or &n fl we
have to give God the hamor af it. It
is not of ourselves. Joseph Bmith

“W this, as have
all men in this Church and King-

dom, We have been ealled from the

mer—ignorant, illiterate ), and
thrust into the vineyard; and all the

wer we have, or ever had, iw
E?]i]ding up this Kingdom, we have
to acknowledge it as coming from
the hand of God. Brother Pratt was

dered his knapsack and trav
through this American continent
preaeh the gospel of Jesus Uhrist to
this nation. uvently he would
suffer from ague all day and goaloung
and preach his sermon at might.
These ure experiences that he and
others have passed through in the
early rise of this Church, and I feel
to thank Ged that we can still hear
his voice and the voice of others

who have %“een lJong im this
Church and Kingdom. T ho

the Lormi will preverve his life
until he is satisfied with it. Hehas

lifted up his voice long and leud, ac-
cording to the commandment. of
God fo him, in bearing record of this
gospel and kingdom to the nations of
the earth, [ was struck in my mind,
in contemplating our own experi-
ence, with some of the remarks lLe
has made to-dany with regard to the
Apostle Philip—how our own expe-
rience has agreed with that of the
ancient apostlie., How many times
have we been called by revelation to
go to the right or left, lLiere, there
and the other place, contrury to our
expedtation? I will here relate what
took place in my own expericnee. |1
was in Staffordshire in the year 1840,
I was in the town of Stanley and
held a meeting in the City Hall. I
had a week’s appointments out in
that town. Before I rose to speak to
the people, the Spicit of the Lord
said tp me, “This is the last meetling
you will hold with this people for
many days.” 1 told the congrega-
tion when I rose what the Bpirit of
the Lord had manifested to me.
They 'were as much sufprised ns |
was, 1 did not know what the Lopd
wanted,but I saw the purpose of God
afterwards. The Bpirit of the Lord
said to me, “Go south.” 1 traveled
eizhty miles; went into the south of
England. As soon as I arrived, I
met John Benbow. Tt was clearly
made ' manifest {0 me why I had
Leen galled thither. I had Jeft a
fleld, where I was baptizing every
night in the week, \When I got to
this place, [ found a people—some
600 of them—who had ken off
from the Wesleyan Methodists and
formed themselves into a sect called
the United Brethren. I found they
‘were A;mying for light and truth,
and t

1 at the{v had gone about -
fia far as hey could T |
saw that the Lord Lu.uFJ sent

me tothem. I went to work amongst

superihtendent, forty preacherd and
some 600 members; I baptized every
member of that deno
one. Altogether some 1800 were bap-
tized in that fleld of Jabor. T sup-
pose some of those. then baptized
may be in this congregation to-day.
I name these things to show how
we bave to be governed and control-
led by the revelations of God day by
day. Without this we can do no-
thing. Many of our brethren who
were with us at that time and who
came to this valley, have passed be-
hind the vail. Eight of the quorum
of the Twelve who were in the flesh
and most of them with the pioneers,
to-day are in the spirit world. We
are passing away.
I know as Brother Pratt has said,
that this is the kingdom of God. Is-
rael is being ! gatbered tegether.
The revelations of God are leing
fulfilled, and nothing will bhe left
unfulfilled. Therefore, as Saints of
the living God, let us be faithful to
our testimony. Wae have the king-
dom of God. We are called of God
by inspiration and commandment
:II) Warn tlhia genemt.i(})‘n, Lo preach
1e gospel, to gather the le, 1o
build up Zion, to build Tgl??pl:t:, to
redeem the living and the dead, and

fo carry out the t woork: which
is laid uvon our amla-n"'and may
God enable us to accomplish these

things for Jesus” sake. Amén.

45 Yearsbeforethe Public,

T
DR.C.McLANE'S
LIVER PILLS

are not recommended as a remedy ¥ for
all the ills that fi is heir to,"” zut in
affections of the Liver, and in all Bilious
%p{:ruat_l. Dyspe u;,tand Bick !leatl-‘
m:é without & rival. ‘e o '
ACUE AND FEVER. '
No better cathartic can be used
rn&xy;to, or after taki inine.
simple purgative they ar quiled.

The genuine are never sogir-toated.
Each red-wax
with the b preag R LIV EY
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one of the earliest men who shoul- .
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plow, from the plane, from the ham- .

them and ultimatély baptized their

nation but
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