530

—_—

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

Hevers, and fn a little while the 'moun- We hope to have the privilege of re-
tain sldes were converfed in to Iruit- | turning to that county in “protracted

fields and gardens., The eity

they | meeting time,” and reap the fruits of

bulided is described by. visitors as ohe [ our lahors.

of the most beautiful in the United
Btates and barring polygamy, until cor-
rupted by the Influx of Jew and Gen-
tile, In point of morals, the most clean-
1y {If it be one) there were no other
forms of licentiocusness. No dance
hallg; no gambling dens: no guilded
clubs; no brothels. The great Temple,
which we have already spoken about.
was bullt by voluntary offerings, and
{8 estimated to have cost $5,000.000. The
corner gtone was laid by Brigham
Young, April 6, 1863, and completed
Aprll 6, 1893, In point of education
Utah sfands about second In the list
The Mormon Chureh is sending its mis-
zionarfes to the remotest ends of the
earth, who seem to be full with a zeal
approaching that of the early mar-
tyrd, and are making converts in all
the lands. If it continues in the same
ration when It reaches the age that
Mohammedism 18 now, fits
will be more numerous. Its

persecution it has encountered and en.
dured, and ite girdling the earth with
1ts missionaries, who go out without
money, "taking no thought of the mor-
row,” reads like a fable. If it be not
& miracle, what is it?”

SUCCESSFUL MISSIONARY LABORS

Jackson, Misaissippi,
. March 21, 1898,

When Elder Rose and myself left con-
ference, held in Jackson 1n January,
in company with Eiders Rollins and
Coombs we went through the historie
eity of Vicksburg and saw the sights
there,

Omne of them was the National ceme-
tery, which Is said to be the largest in
the United States.

It ia a beautiful place, built on the
slde hills and is covered with fower
beda, lawn and evergreens.

At the entrance there §a an arch slm-
ilar to the arch of Titus at Rome, al-
though not quite as large. It isx about
thirty feet high and twenty feet wide,
bullt of blue sandstone, and on top of
the arch i8 Inscribed the following:

“Here Iles in rest 16,600 men who
fought for their country Iin the yeara
1863-5."

From there we went to our respec-
tlve counties and labored as Wwe Were
counseled.

We were assigned to lahor in SBharkey
county,which 18 In the Mississippl delta,
and we labored there but two months,
as the county was very small and It
did not take us long to finish our
work.

We held meetings in the court house
and In every other counly except one.

Doors, both public and private, were
thrown open to us, and the people
treated us loyally, we having had larger
congregatlons in some towns than had
been known for years, and Some people
attended every one of our meetings
who never vistted other churches.

We have had but very little opposi-
tion in our travels, and that was only
b¥ a new local preacher. We have been
refused entertainment twlee, and our
testimony waa never rejected. The peo-
ple are noble, intellizgent. well read,
very gentercus and free-hearted. They
have given us momney on several oe-
caslons. We always had inviiations to
their homes and on several instances
they have sent for us to call on them.

The miniaters have treated us re-
markably well, and one of them who
hae a home has a lateh on the outsalde
for us.

In melling books we have been very
successfnl, as will be seen from the
fact that we have sold seventy, eight
Books of Mormon and the rest Voice of
Warning and other publieatjons.
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Elders Pomeroy, Cox, Buchannon,
Faddies nnd Woolley will be released
on the 27th.

Our new president, Elder Thomas R.

| Condle, Is well qualified for the work,

and will carry it on succeasful like the
former president.
ARMOND T. ROBE,
LEON B. HAMPTON.
The "News" 1s apprecinted by all the
Eldere; kindly send papers to the above
address.

NORTH INDIaNA CONFERENCE.

613 Huron St., Indlanapolls. Ind.,
March 18, 1898.
The Northern Indiana Conferencal
was held here in the magnificent court
house on the 12, 13 and 14 inst.
There are eighteen Elders now labor-
ing In this conference: besides these,

followers about fifteen Elders from the Southern
extra- ! Indiana Conference, !
ordinary birth, Its growth under the | Keisch, president, and, Jos. E. Cardon,

Elders L. A
gsecretary of mission, were In gttend-
ance, i

On Thursday evenlng, previous to our
conference, we divided up into two
companies, went upon the principal
street corners, sang songs and made
announcements of our meetings. We
had 56,000 hand bllls printed, which
were distributed in the resident parta
of the city. Our meetings belng weli
advertised, quite a number of people
came out to hear what we had to tel
them.

A number of Elders spoke upon the
beautlee and the consletency of the
Gospel as taught by the Latter-day
Saints, and bore their testimonies to
the truthfulness of the same.

Monday morning, Priesthood meet-
fng was held in the =state bullding.
Here the Elders wer assigned their

fields of labor for the comming sum-
mer. Fach Elder gave a short ac-
count of the work done during the past
winter. From the reports given, some
flelds are ready for the reapers, while
others do not show much signs for a
erop at present.

Some new fields are now being opened
and the sowers of the good reeds have
gone forth with a renewed determina-
tion to do their duty, trusting In the
Lord that He will crown their efforts
with success,

Although we have not been privileged
to baptize many in this conference dur-
{ng the past winter, we have been able
to make many friends, some of whom
are earnestly investigating, and pros-
pects are good for a number of bap-
tisms In the near future.

I have often heard the Elders re-
mark that it is "frlends before Saints.”
This is true and it i3 necessary for
every Elder to conduct himself In such
a way that he may win the respeet of
all those he may come in contact with.

A few weeks ago the Elders of this
conference were Jooking forward to the
time when they could meet thelr co-
laborers agaln in conference and have
a time of rejolcing together. That
time has come and gone, but It will be
long remembered by the many Elders
who were present, for indeed, we had a
happy time mingling together, talking
over our many and varied experiences
in the missionary field. We were treated
with due respect by the eclty, county
and state authorities. The use of .the

court houge and state bullding being ) from

granted without charge. “By thelr
fruits ye shall know them.” These offi-
elals have proven themselves worthy
of all honors confered upon them.
The assignments of Elders are as fol-
lows:
John Foote and Geo. A. Welling, Geo.

E. Barton and Wm. O. Phelpa, John'
Philllps and Nels C. Nelson. Indinna-;

polis, Ind.

Wm. R. Andrew and
Anderson, Ind. B Maughan,
H. B: Arnoldson and J. T.
ngttt:)l:'[d, Blackford Co., Ind. Gabbels
. . Hale and W. W,
Fl:ilnkfor;?,’ Clinton Co., Ind, -
: ramwell’ and F,
Kokom(i.’ e B, Brooks,
J. L. Parcell and F. W. Pass o
ton, Topton Co:. Ind. assey. T8
J. L. Ellertson and R. 'R,
Crawfordsville, Ind. SrraEl
The health of the Elders ta good.
_Parties having friends in these parts
and wish the Elders to eall on them
addresses,
GEO, E. BARTON,
Clerk of Conference.

SHAFROTH'S aRID LaND BILL

The full text of the bill of (o X
man Shafroth of Coloradocmnir:;;t
arid lands to the respectlve states and
territories in which they are situate up-
on their reclamation, is at hand. It has
created a good deal ‘of discussion
throughout the West, and as it {s of
decided Interest to "News" readers, it
is herewith reproduced: ¥

Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representativesof the United
States of America In Congresa as-
sembled, that so much of the arid jands
of the United States not held for mill-
tary reservations, Indlan reservatlons.
or other public purposes as any atate
or territory, through its governor may
apply for, shall be patented to such
state or territory, or its asigns, when
said lands shall, by means of {rrigation,
be reclalmed for agricultural purposes.

Hec. 2. That each state apd terri-
tory shall be entitled to reclaim, under
ithis act and all other acts, not more
not more than one million acres of such
arid land, all of which must he situate
withln its own borders.

Sec. 3. That arid lands within the
meaning of this act shall be deemed to
be lands not mineral! wWhich will, gen-
erally produce agricultural erops by ar-
tificial irrigation.

Sec. 4. That reclamation of any tract
of land under this act shall be con-
strued to have been made when an
ample supply of water i8 actually fur-
nished in a substantial diteh or canal.
or by artesian wella or reservolrs to re-
claim the same.

Seec. 6. That a llen or liens may be
credited by the state or territory to
whieh such lands are granted for the
actual cost of reclamation and reason-
ahle interest thereon; and sueh state
or territory is hereby authorized to
make all necessary contraectis to cause
the said arid lands to be reclaimed, but
in no event shall the United States be
In any manner directly or indirectly
Iiable for such liens, Habilities or con-
tracts.

Sec. 6, That any state or territory
desiring to avalil itself of the provisions
tof this act may, through its governor,
from time to time file in the United
States land office of the district in
which the lands are situate an applica-
tion for the temporary segregation of
the tract or tracts of land which the
astate or territory’ proposes to reclafm,
pending the surveying and mapping of
the same, which applicatlon shall be
| under oath, and shall state that there
Is sufficlent amount of water available
for the irrigation of sald lands. Upon
the filing of such an application the
!1ands -annlied for shall be withdrawn
i entry for the period of slx
months.

Sec. 7. That within the period of six
months from the filing of such an ap-
plication the state or territory, through
its governor shall file in the office of
the secretary of the interior a map of
the lands proposed to be redlaimed.
which shall exhibit a plan showing the
mode of the ocontemplated irrigation and
the gource of the water to. be used




