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amanda pettit daughter and son mr
and mrs moatmont pettit and childrenmr and mrs jerry soper mrs nettiesoper and two daughters henry soper
and daughter mrs clara gerard and
son all of oceanside also mrs groo
and daughter of salt lake city mr
wood and miss bishop of new haven
Conn Elders L B brown ross ham-
son E burton of brooklyn and D
J watts now laboring at oceanside

the elders are steadily gaining
friends and endeavoring to spread the
doctrines of christ among all who will
listen prejudice Is gradually subsid-
ing giving more chance for truth any
of our friends having relatives here
they desire elders to visit can send
ad desses to any of the above named
elders TURNER

ORIGIN OF THE SAMOANS

samoa june 22 1897
among the conflicting opinions astoas to

the origin of the inhabitants of samoa
as well as their congenersconvenerscong eners on several
groups of the pacific islands I1 will of-
fer the following as evidence that they
belong to the house of israel and came
from america

first according to the tradtraditiontion of
samoansSamoans they first landed on and
inhabited manua the most eastern
island of the group this is an evi-
dence that they did not come from the
west following in this line of evi-
dence we read in the book of mormon
alma 63 585 8 that at least two large

ships were launched into the west sea
near the narrow neck which leads to
the land northward and were never
heard of more the question is were
these two ships destroyed or were
they drifted away to some of the pa-
cific islands the probability is in
favor orof the latter when we consider
that the trade wind and ocean current
of that part of the sphere tend wester
ly it must be left to conjecture how-
ever how the scattered from island to
island but that the natives had
boats large enough to navigate from
one group of islands to another is evi-
dent from the well known fact thatnot many years since the tongan peo-
ple came to samoa a distance of near-
ly five hundred miles in sufficient
numbers to conquer them

second the samoans rigidly ad-
here to the old mosaic law of circum-
cision which was in force among the
Nephites and Lama till the com-
ing of christ it will be noted that
the two above mentioned boats left
54 B C the laws of moses being in
full force at that time

third the samoans have ELa custom
of embalming their dead an old is-
raelite custom gen 5060 26

fourth both among the american
indians and the samoans is the cus-
tom represented in the law of moses byan eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth e g if john doe should kkillI1 11

richard roe the roe family would
seek revenge until they had got a man
from the doe family anus a manforman fora man or an eye for an eye etc

fifth there is a custom among thesamoans of cutting off a womanscomans nose
for the crime of stealing another wo
mans husband by marrying him thesame custom is prevalent among some
of the tribes of american indians thewriter tois familiar with this custom
among the apache indians of arizonasixth the girls of samoa often gath-
er themselves together to sing and to
dance and to make themselves merry
exclusive of the men a custom that

existed among the ancient inhabitants
of america book of mormon mosiah
20 1

seventh the syntax of the samoan
language in many points resemble the
bedrew

the above are a few indirect eviden ft

ces I1 have leanedgleaned principally through
my own observations and not having
access to any writings of the ethnol-
ogy of the race it is possible that I1
have omitted much very valuable
evidence while it is almost impossi-
ble to glean sufficient data to estab-
lish definitely the origin of the samo
ans the fact that they observe some of
the laws of moses and that a number
of the customs of both the samoans
and the american indians are identic-
al taken in connection with the other
evidences seems when looked upon in
the light of reason to render the argu-
ment strongly in favor of them be-
longing to the house of israel and most
likely drifted from Ameriamericanean shores

WILLIAM A MOODY

SOUTH COLORADO COMconferenceFERENCE

pueblo colo aug 12 1897

about eight months ago I1 received a
letter from elder J W taylor asking
me if I1 could lodge and board him and
one or two more which he would bring
until they could make opening in
pueblo I1 answered yes and myself
and my wife would share with them
Accordingly John E woolley was sent
here and a few day elder H
J grant came on inquiring around
we found two brothers Coalmens two
brothers cummings brother simmons
and brother crum and families also
a few more we gathered them to-
gether and started meetings in
brothers W I1 cummings and J D

houses we held a few
meetings and on the of january
elder J W taylor arrived here and
called all the saints together these
numbered twenty four the objectobjector of
the meeting was to organize a confer-
ence and called the south colorado
conference which was done also or-
ganized the pueblo branch

elder john E woolley was made
president of the conference and el-
der john I1 hart president of the
pueblo branch

since that time we have held regu-
lar meetings having rented a good hall
on main street the pueblo daily
chieftain has proved a great friend
to our cause in publishingpub lising all our no
cicestices of time of meeting these you
can see in their paper every saturday
and sunday morning so we esteem
the paper as a kind friend

we have a good sunday school
meeting at ten in the morning our
meetings are at 2 and p m every
sunday and two weeknightweeknight meetings
are attended without any disturbance
the saints are all united having the
gifts of tongues and interpretation
and prophecy in their fellowship and
priesthood meetings and the majority
pay a strict tithing

I1 have presided over conferencesconferencesandand
branches in england and at home in
zion but I1 can say I1 never seen a
more united lot of saints than thothoseSe
in this branch all are striving to
live thir religion and serve god we
now have laboring in this conference
these elders from utah J E wool-
ley H J grant geo A cambpell
charles maun J L egan brother
smith and brother davis we had
brother woolf but he left on sunday
for home on account of his wife be-
ing dangerously sick

JOHN 1I HART

MORMONS IN OREGON

walla walla oregon Union August
17 elders G L braley and jas F

of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints more
commonly known as mormonscormonsMormons are in
the city they have been ordered here
by the church to look over the ground
and if theconditions are favorable may

establish a church elder Stevenstevensoneov
the patriarchal looking gentleman

walla walla about a year a
and who has since died was the fotors
runner of the faith in this section DJAand

z

his report is responsible for the viahvia 711
of these two gentlemen

elders braley and axe X
both young and claim thatobeying the commands of the chiowchurchthey are subsisting on their own rt S
sources N

it is one of the tenets of the mwmor S
mon faith said elder
that no preacher shall receive a BOsaleary from the church or solicit contri ll

buttons from the public I1 have beebeesengaged as bookkeeper in baker oltyuntil called on this mission we donot come here to tear down anany 0othalchurch but to seek only those who0 believe as we do s
have you met with any su

here asked a reporter of the unon ttxyes we have met a numnumberr ois
people who are believers in ththe doc-trines we proclaim there has beengreat deal of prejudice against att amormonscormons which was inspired not soamuch by the now obsolete practice ofPpolygamyolygamy as by political inalinfluencerowil

r

and it is our purpose to break downthis prejudice by the dissemination at-tle at-the
Ctrue principles of mormonism 1 l 1I

sumpter oregon news A nnumber
of mormon missionariess made a pleas-ant call at the nenewsws office wmmorning they are intelligent
dressed and most aaffable gentleand seem to be in every way qua
to properly represent that great
of progressive pepeople0ale inhabitingtiyoung state of utah and the aadiing states it is their purpose tocablish a permanent mission in Cgon and the northwest and at TO
ent they will operate in the stateswashington oregon and idahothe travelng elders in this kisbiiare drensenDJensen and Gegeorge Z lambwill remain in bakrbak r county Lpond and thomas preston whobe assigned to the state of idahoton L braley and james K smwaitewalte who will open up a field of I1in the state of washington

the nilsmissionsion is under the prpreside
of elder deoc parkinson of prea
idaho and all seem sanguine imany converts will be made tofaith of the mormon church tlgentlemen seem earnest cheecheerfule ulprogressive and we bespeak for tla cordial welcome and bidgod speed in their mission tattgood f

im i u t 3M a

PICNIC IN SOUTH CAROLINA

society hill darlington co tsksouth carolinacarolinaug 9 1897
A grand picnic was held in a beauf ia

ticul shady grove on the sinclair plantation friday august ath
known far and near aasS the mor
picnic it was got up by a lutlelittle 1bandof saints who reside in this ne
bo although many were in

besides the saints and th1

immediate friends some bbeaumusic was rendered by a triodarklesdarales who had been engaged for
occasion after which a long ttta
was loaded to its utmost capacity tthe fat of the land indeed itto such an extent that
feared it would give way beneath
burden of luxuries but after we tokoffered thanks the good things begleto disappear like frost before a jiscjnSc
sun and in about half an hours L

that table looked as though it baat
been struck by a kansas cyclone
deed we soon came to the conal
that when south carolina peor
mormon elders included go to p
they all go to eat

As mormon elders are ever


