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Amanda Pettit, daughter and son, Mr.
and Mrs. Mont Pettit and children,
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Soper, Mrs. Nettie
Boper and two daughters, Henry Soper
and daughter, Mrs. Clara Gerard and
son, all of Oceanside; algo Mrs. Groo
and daughter of Salt Lake City, Mr.
‘Wood and Miss Bishop of New Haven,
Conn.,Eilders 1. B. Brown, Ross, Ham-
son, B. Burton of Brooklyn, and D.
J. Watts, now laboring at Oceanside.
The Elders are steadily gainlng
friends and endeavoring to spread the
doctrines of Christ among all who will
Hsten. Prejudice is gradually subsid-
Ing giving more chance for truth. Any
of our friends having relatives here
they desire Elders to wisit, can send
addesses to any of the above named
Elders. TURNER.

ORIGIN OF THE SAMOANS.

Samoa, June 22, 1897,

Among the conflicting opinions asto
the origin of the Inhabitants of Samoa
as well a8 thelr congeners on several
groups of the Pacific islands, I wlll of-
[er the following as evidence that they
belong to the house of Israel and came
from America.

First—According to the tradition of
Samoans: They first landed on and
inhabited ""Manu’a,’” the most eastern
island of the group. This is an evi-
dence that they did not come from the
west. Following in this line of evi-
dence we read In the Book of Mormon
(Alma 63: E-8) that at least two large
ships were “launched into the west sea
near the narrow neck which leads to
the land northward and were never
heard of more.”” The guestion is:“Were
these two ships destroyed? Or were
they drifted away to some of the Pa-
ciie islands? The probability is in
[avor of the latter, when we consider
that the trade wind and ocean current
of that part of the sphere tend wester-
l¥y. It must be left to conjecture, how-
ever, how the scattered from island to
island. But that the natives had
boats large enough to navigate from
one group of islands to another is evi-
dent from the well known fact that
not many years since the Tongan peo-
ple came to Samoa (a distance of near-
Iy five hundred miles) In sufficient
numbers to conguer them.

Second—The Samoans rigidly ad-
here to the old Mosaic law of circum-
cislon, which was in force among the
Nephites and Lamanites t§ll the com-
ing of Christ. (It will be noted that
the two anove mentioned boats left
64 B. C., the laws of Moses being In
full force at that time.)

Third—The Samoans have a custom
of embalming their dead—an old Is-
raelite custom (Gen. 50: 26).

Fourth—Both smong the: Amerlcan
Indians and the Samoans 13 the cus-
om represented in the law of Moses by
“An eye for an eve, and a tooth for a
tooth,” e. p. If John Doe should kil
Richard Roe, the Roe famlly would
geek revenge untll they had got a man
Irom the Doe family; thus: a man for
& man, or, “An cye for an eye,” etc.

Fifth—There ia a custom among the
Samoans aof cutting off & woman’s nose
for the crime of stealing another wo-
.man’s hnshand by marrying him. The
same custom is prevalent among some
of the tribes of American Indians. The
writer Is familiar with -this custom
among the Apache Indians of Arizona.
Sixth—The girla of Samoa often gath-
er themgelves together to sing and to
dance, and to make themselves merry
(exclusive of the men)—a qustom that
existed among the ancient inhabitants
% J};mf:rlca {Book of Mormon, Mosiazh

Seventh—The syntax of the Samonn
language in many points resemble the
Hebrew. :

The above are a few Indirect eviden-
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ces 1 have .glea.ned prineipally through
my own observations, and not having
access to any writings of the ethnol-
ogy of the race, it is possible that I
have omitted much very wvaluable
evidence. While it is almost impossi-
ble to glean sufficient data to estab-
lish definitely the orlgin of the Samo-
ans, the fact that they observe some of
the laws of Moses, and that a number
of the customs of both the Samoans
and the American Indlans are identic-
al, taken in connection with the other
evidences, seems, when looked upon in
the light of reason to render the argu-
ment strongly In favor of them be-
longing to the house of Israel and most
likely drifted from American shores.
WILLIAM A. MOODY.

SOUTH COLORADO CONFERENCE.

Pueblo, Colo., Aug. 12, 1897.

About eight months ago I recelved a
letter from Elder J. W. Taylor asking
me it I could lodge and board him and
one ol' two more which he would bring:
until they could make opening In
Pueblo. I answered, yes, and myself
and my wife would share with them.
Accordingly,John E. Woolley was sent
here and a few daysafter Elder H.
J. Grant came. On Inguiring around,
we found two Brothers Coalmens, two
Brothers cummings, Brother Simmons
and Brother Crum and families, also
a few more. We gathered them to-
gether, and started meetings iIn
Brothers W. I. Cumming’s and J. D.
Simmons's houses. We held a few
meetings, and on the 22nd of January
Elder J. W. Taylor arrived here, and
called all the Saints together. These
numbered twenty-four. The object of
the meeting was to organize a confer-
ence, and called the South Colorado
conference, which was done; also or-
ganized the Pueblo branch.

Elder John E. Woolley was made
president of the conference, and El-
der John I. Hart president of the
Pueblo branch.

Since that time we have held regu-
lar meetings having rented a good hall
on Main street. The Pueblo Daily
Chieftain has proved a great friend
to our cause in publising all our no-
tices of time of meeting. These you
can gee in their paper every Saturday
and Sunday morning, 80 we esteem
the paper as a kind friend. .

We have a good Sunday school,
meeting at ten in the morning, QOur
mectings are at 2 and 7:30 p. m. every
Sunday, and two weeknight meetings
are attended without any disturbance.
The Saints are all united, having the
gifta of tongues and interpretation
and prophecy In their fellowship and
Priesthood meetings, and the majority
pay a strict tithing.

1 have presided over conferences and
branches in England and at home In
Zlon, but I can say 1 mever seen a
more united lot of Saints than those
in this branch. All are strivipg to
live thir religion and serve God. We
now have laboring in this conference
these Elders from Utah: J. E. Wool-

ley, H. T. Grant, Geo. A Cambpell,
Charles Maun, J. L. Egan, Brother
S8mith and Brother Davis. We had

Brother Woolf but he left on Sunday
for home on account of his wife be-
ing dangerously sick.

JOHN 1. HART.

MORMONS 1N OREGON.

Walla Walla (Oregon) Union,August
17: Elders G. L. Braley apnd Jas. F.
Smurthwalte, of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, more
commonly known as Mormon$., are in
the city. They have been ordered here
by the Church to look over the ground
and if theconditionsare favorable may

establish a Church. Elder Stevenson,
the patriarchal looking gentleman who
vsited Walla Walla about a year ago,
and who has since died, was the fore-
runner of the faith in this section and
his report is responsible for the visit
of these two gentlemen.

Elders Braley and Smurthwalte are
both young, and clalm that while
obeying the commands of the Church,
they are subsisting on their own re-
soulrcf.;s. e

“It is one of the tenets of -
mon faith,” sald Elder Smu:"ltlﬁwhgﬂz
“that no preacher shall receive a gale
ary from the Church or solicit contri-
butlons from the publie. I have been
engaged as bookkeeper in Baker Clty
until cailed on this mission. We do
not come here to tear down any other
church, but to seek only those who be-
lieve as we do.”

“Have you met with any success
here?" asked a reporter of the Unon.

“Yes, we have met a numbper of
people who are believers in the dge-
trines we proclaim. There has been a
great deal of prejudice against the
Mormons which was Inspired not so
much by the now obsclete practice of
polygamy, as by political influences,
and it {s our purpose to break down
this prejudice by the dissemination of
the true princlples of Mormonism.”

Sumpter (Oregon) News: A npumber
of Mormon misgsionaries made g pleas-
ant call at the News office Monday
morning. They are intelligent, well-
dressed and most affable gentlemen,
and seem to be In every way gualified
to properly represent that great bpdy
of progressive people inhabiting the
young State of Utah and the adjoln=-
Ing states. It is their DUrpose to es-
tablish a permanent mission {n Ore=-
gon and the Northwest ,and at pres-
ent they will operate In the states of
Washington, Oregon and Idahg,

The travelng Elders In this misgjon
are D.Jensen and George?Z. Lamb, who
will remain in Baker county, I_'. s,
Pond and Thomas Preston, who will
be asslgned to the Btate of Idaho, Gas-
ton L. Braley and James X Sn.lurth-
waite,who will open up a fleld of labor
in the state OI' Washington.

The mission {8 under the
of Elder Geo.C. Parkinson, o%rsifri-ggac!{
Idaho, and all 8seem sanguipe that
many converts wlll be made to the
faith of the Mormon Church. These
gentlemen seem earmest, cheerful and
progressive, and we bespeak for them

a cordial welcome and bpjd them
God specd in  their migsion for
good.

PICKRIC IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

Society HIIl, Darlington Co,,
. outh Carolina,

. Aug. 9, 1597

A grand picni¢ was held In a beau-
tiful shady grove on the Sinelair plan-
tation, Friday, August 6th, which was
known {ar apd near as the, Mormon
Pienle. It was got up by a little band
of Saints who reside in this neigh-
borhood, although many were in at-
tendance besides the Salnts and thelr
immediate friends. Some beautiful
musiec was rendered by a trio of
darkies who had been engaged for the
occasion, after which a jong table
was Ioaded to its utmost capacity with
the fat of the land. Indeed, it was
loaden to such an extent that we
feared it would g!ve way beneath Iis
burden of luxuries; but after we had
offered thanks the good things began
to disappear llke frost before a July
sun and in about half an hour's time
that table" looked as though it had
been struck by a Kansas cyclone. In-
deed, we soon came to the coneclusion
that when South Carolina people,
Mormon Elders included, go to picnie
they all go to eat,

As Mormon Elders are ever on the



