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S wa II11 trying tocoato convincevince the inhabit
j ants offee earth in iliiiihasdaylidaybidayhiday of the mes-
sage god hadshad givencogiventoventoventa him neither
wouldwoul fallfali the prophets from his ddayik
down have hadhael the difficulty thythey hadad
no man with his natural wisdom can
comprehend the things afpf god man
never didado it and liehe never cann do it
priests macstudymaymao studytudy all the arts and sci-
ences and finally graduate att a theo
logicallo leala collegeollegeolleoliegp anddafterandanterdannerafta they have
passed through it all they have no more
conception of god and the things ofqif gad
than if such a Belgbeigbelgradhad never existed
A man filled with the power of god
might go to them and they would not
understand himjim if he tod them the
most precious things ever uttered by
mortal lips theythes would not comprehend
it and would be far more likely to re-
jectjeet him than not because they are im-
bued prejudices and precon-
ceived ideas respecting god and his

Therewas a necessity theretherefore for
jesusi to sayay that they should receive

as little children there
is this necessity my brethren and sis-

i todayto day on our part that we should
so receive the kingdom of god what
did any of us know respecting the truth
until the prophet revealed it what do
we know todayto day why a great many
of us think we know a great many
things it is an exceedingly difficult
thing oosfol a bishop to teach us or for an
apostle to impress our minds with
the truth he is filled with or for
president young and his counselors
to convey to our minds and have us
comprehend the truth which god has
revealed to them why is this it is
because we are filled with our traditions

i as to what is
right and what is wrong we relin-
quish and part with those notions and
traditions very slowly we cannot cast
them asideasido apapparentlyparenti without great
effort and it requires the work of years
to emancipate us from this thralldom but
there is nevertheless a great necessity
thitthat we should exert ourselves to the
utmost of our ability in this labor we
should seekbeek to have our minmindsds spread
out and expand so that when the
things of god are told to usA we can
adopt them and throw aside everything
that comes inin contact with them there
is a great work before us and the pro-
gress that the church has made during

I1 the last thirty seven years only enables
us to see a little glimmer of the immen-
sity that stretches out before us the
distance between us and the celestial
kingdom of our god is inconceivably
great to us at the present time our
minds cannot grasp the distance we
have to traverse before we reach the
presence of god and are prepared to
dwell with him eternally by the

i spirit of god we can comprehend some
little of it1 wev can comprehend the dis-
tance we havee yet to travel by thinking
of thothe distance we have traveled

we have come out of and traveled
from babylon according to the com-
mandI1 of god that we may become a

1 people directly opposite to everything
existing in babylon this pro-
clamation11 clamation made to us and the object of
the proclamation was that we might be
emancipated completely from the things
of the world that we might be prepared
to dwell with god eternally in the hea-
vens

now 1 think of the distance there is
betweebetween1 usandus and the people of babylon
todayto day the distance we have traveled
is scarcely perceptible to some and on
some points we are so near thatbecanwe eancan
reach and shake hands with them we i

have made so little progress yet therealere
is nothing truer than this that before
we are prepared to dwell in the presence 1

of god we must be directly opposite to I1

them in almost every respect Almorality
is taught and moral truths are enforced
among them but aside from the theory
everything is rotten and corrcorncorruptt from
the bashe to the topmost stone god has
said so and we have had some little ex-
perienceperience in it ourselves and so far as

gone we can say that such is
the case society has to be differently
organizedzedsed under the rule of the church
of god we have already mademada a great
stride inthisin this respect the one great
institution which god has revealed has
done more to emancipate us and create
a difference between us andand the world
than anything I1 can conceive of that is
the order of marriage it creates a com-
plete dis tine us and the peo
pie of the world we can see how much
we are progressingr in this direction and
they Zwho are living their religion are
making rapid progressprogresi elfererbere was a
necessity for thetoe revelation of this prin

cipleipie in boer that tldetide people 0 0
inmight

1

I9ht be efaeftentirelythirdly distinct fro t 0 peo-
plele of Babybabylonlouloh As longaslonga wowe lived
Uunderader those old institutions which areaa

abso faillfull afpf rottenness and corruption we
were liable allalt ahethehe time to become as-
similatedsimi latea to the world but god hoshas
laid the foundation of that great distinedis
tion which must eventuate in the com-
pletebietetriumph of truth and the estaestab-
lishment

b-letefishlishment of his kingdom on the earth
ilefie has laid the foundation where the
foundation of all govgovernmentse heheginsbeginsins
in the family and it killgo onanandild inin-
crease

I1

until it permeates every institu-
tion and organization I1 making us en-
tirely different and distinct fromfroid the
people of tilethe world you can allow
your minds to stretch out if you like to
their utmost capacity and they will not
begin13 to comprehend the difference that
will bebo created through the operation of
those principles which god has alreairealreadyadv
revealed like the pebble that is drop-
ped in the mill pond every Ccircleircle
goes on increasing and widening until
it covers the whole pond so it is
with the truth which god has revealed
it avill spread until the institutions of
the kingdom of god will revolutionize
everything that exists on the earth

we have this work before us it be-
longs to us it does not belong to the
firstfirsts presidency alone or to the twelve
alone or to the bishops of wards or to
the Pusipresidentsdents of the settlementsettleettiements or
stakes of zion butbubb it belongs to every
man domail and child who has a
standing in this church god has laid
it upon us all individually and collec-
tivelytively and he expects it at our hands
it is true that the work of god will go
forth from triumph to triumph until

shall crown the efforts
of the servants of god but we are the
members of this church and it is for
us to say whether we will be diligent
or whether we will fall back and allow
our places to be filled by others more
diligent and more capable of compre-
hending the greatness of the work and
thetho greatness and facilities that god
has given to us than we are whether
we will combat with and coalcontcontendend
against1 the evils that everywhere exist
govern our houses in righteousness and
bring up our chirchitchildrendren in the fear of god
or whether we will neglect these things I1

andabiol sunnersuffer the glorious opportunities
god has givengiven to us to pass by unim-
proved to be improved by others more
zealous dilidiligentgerit and wise in their gene-
ration thanthad we arebre there is no indi-
vidual in zion but can do a great deal of
good if they will only allow their minds
to expand and will seekreek out opportuni-
ties to accomplish the work of god
they can correct and prepare them-
selves to carry on the work of god and
in doing so they willivill helixhelp to prepare
somebody elsoelse for no one can carry on
the work of perfection without being
a beneatbenefit to all with whom they asso
FIAplateglatete

IVwe talkfalk aboutaboul going back to build up
the centredenare it is the burden

prayerslayers the aspirations otof
thousands of the people ascend in the
ears of the lord of in behalf oiof
the redemption of zion and that the
purposepurposes of godbay be forwarded and
that the time may soon come when the
centre stake of zion shall be built up
and the people be prepared to go back
and inhabit that yandland why do we
wish this because we anticipate when
that day shall come thatmat we will be that
much nearer the day of triumph the
day when jesus will come and reign
among his saints we are as it taekwere
in a school where we are to behe taught of
god and prepared for the great events
that are coming on the earth we do
not wish to leave this land because it is
not fertlfertileleorleonor because it is not a favored
land we appreciate the home that
god has given to us here so fruitful in
blessings to the saints but welock for-
ward to that land with indescribable
feelings because it is the place where
god has said his city shall be built it
is the land where adam the ancient of
days will gather his posterity again
and where the blessings of god will de-
scend upon them it is the land for
which the wise and learned have travel-
ed and sought in vain asia has been
ransacked in endeavoring to locate the
garden of eden menlien have supposed
that because the ark rested on ararat
that the flood commenced therethere or
rather that it was from thence the ark
started tytotodailsailsall but god in his revela-
tions has informed us that it was on this
choice land of joseph where adam was

I1 placed and the garden ofedenedea was laid
out the spot has been designated and
we look forward with peculiar feedingsfeelings

affo rrepossessingpossessingreep Ugriffnd weW expect
whenwhen that day shallshail come that we will
be a very different people to what we
are to aayvday we will be prepared to
commune with heavenly beings at any
ratefate the Ppreparationrecarationparation will be going on
very raadrapidlyay for jesus to be revealed
we expect that a society will be organ-
ized there that shall be a pattern of
heavenly society that when jesus andana
the heavenly beings who come with
him are revealed in the clouds of hea-
ven their feelings will not be shocked
by the chanchauchangego for a society will be or-
ganized on the earth whose members
will be prepared through the revelations
of god toio meet and associate with them
if not on terms of perfect equality at
least with some degree of equality

how much preparation have we made
for this we have made considerable
progress in some directions since the
days of joseph the authority of the holy
priesthood has increased bishops who
are doing their duty have more authori-
ty in their wards than bro joseph had
formerly in the whole church the
people understand the requirements
made of them and carry them out under-
standinglystan and intelligently this is

lveryvery good but a great change has still
to be made we have much more pro-
gress to make

our enemies are complaining of this
one man power they want to concoct
some plan that will destroy the power
ozitheof the holy priesthood they have
stated that if anything should happen
to bro brigham that this kingdom
would fall to pieces they delude them-
selves with the samesamo ideas that the
wicked did before the death of joseph
they think we are a severely oppressed

and would like to emanel
pate us frofromm the thralldom we euenduredure I1

do they know anything about us no I1

we are free and we are livingr lives of I1

happiness and contentment we never
were so happy in our lives before as we
are todayto day if we are faithful our wives
never felt so free in their lives as they
do todayto day what not when their hus-
bands had only one wife noisto not even
then and the assertion can be sustained
that there are no women on the earth so
thoroughly and completely free as the
women anionunionamong the latter day saints
you who can doubt this can let your
minds refer to the condition of society
in other places see the bondage in
which women are placed and the lives
of sorrow they have to drag through
until worn out they drop into their
graves thetho grave being the only refuge
from the troubles with which they are
oppressed that is not the case with

i us we are a free people although our
enemies say we are oppressed

we may imagine in our present state
of knowledge that when we reach the
point to which I1lamiamam endeavoring to
direct the minds of the people weve shall
not feel soxsoisowell as we do todayto day I1 tell
you we
greatergreaten the progresss the more freedom
we shall enjoy thoughthough every being in
heaven obeys the bebehestsbehestaesisests of jehovah
implicitly we will all admit that they
are far happier than we are on the
earth vewe have to progress till we
reach that state when all ourur labors will
be under the dictation guidance and
direction of those whom god hahas ap-
pointed to preside over us and as we
approximate to this condition they
will increase in wisdom and ababilitylity to
direct so that harmony will be main-
tained As the people increase in obe-
dience god will pour out wisdom on
his servants commensurate with that
obedience

it has been saidtaid that we are very
willing to go on missions when we are
told and in regard to our spiritualritual la-
bors we are very willing to be directed
in these respects there is no people so
easily managed and directed as we are
that obedience which characterisescharacterizes us
in spiritual things will have to be mani-
fested in temporal things many of the
people think 1I know more about this
matter than my bishop does when
some temporal matter is agitated that
feeling is running through the minds
of numbers of the people and while this
is the case your bishops will probably
not be as wise as they might betoe they
have not your faith to sustain them
but when the time comestomes that you
have I1implicitinPIleit faith and confidence in
god anaandand in those whom Hhe appoints
to preside ovovereryouyou in things temporal
as13 well as spiritual 7your0ur1 bishops will
havellave all the wisdom neneedededed to give you
the counsel you require
this time must come and not only

must ibbeit be the case the brethren
but it must besobe so with their families also

for g
of allail et lathelatho

mea community 1

where collirit sli09aw
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A 0od story is told of TRYINGa laschan lasgowjargowJast who gOW mer
free church clergyman beibel sent fora
fears regarding his future li 8 80
asked the reverend prospects he
think if I1 were to leave CIOclofree kirk that my 1
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