work in trying to convince the inhabit-}

ants of the earth in his day of the mes-
sage God had given to him, neither
would all the prophets from his day
down have had thedifficulty they had.
Noman with his natural wisdom can
comprehend the things of Ged; man
never did do it and he never ean do it,
Priests maystudy all the arts and sci-
ences, and finally graduate at a theo-
logical ‘college; and after they have
passed through it all they have no more
conception of God andthe things of Gxod,
than if such a Being had never existed.
A man filled with the power of God

cipl
mji)ght be entirely distinct frem the peo-
ple of Babylon. As long as we lived
under those old institutions which are
g0 full of rottenness and corruption, we
were liable all the time to become as-
similated to the world. But God has
laid the foundation of that great distinc-
tion which must eventuate in the com-
_f»lete triumph of truth and the estab-
ishment of His Kingdom on the earth.
He has laid the foundation where the
foundation of all governments bhegins,—
in the family; and it will.go on’and in-
crease until it permeates every institu-

might go to them,and they weuld not
understand him; if he told them the
most precious things ever uttered by
mortal lips, they would not comprehend
it, and would be far more likely to re-
ject him thannot, because they are im-
bued with prejudices and precon-
ceived -ideas respecting God and His
works,

There was a necessity therefore for
Jesus to say, that they should receive
His kingdom as little children. There
is this necessity, my brethren and sis-
ters, to-day, on our part, that we should
so receive the kingdom of God. What
did any of us know respecting the truth
until the Prophet revealed it? 'What do
we know to-day? Why a great many
of us think we know a great man
things. It is an exceedingly difficult
thing fo® a Bishop to teach us, or for an
Apostle to impress our minds with
the truth he is filled with, or for
President Young and his counselors
to convey to our minds and have us
comprehend the truth which God has
revealed to them. Why is this? It is
because we are filled with our traditions
and preconceived notions as to what is
right and what is wrong. ‘We relin-
quish and part with those netions and
traditions very slowly; we cannot cast
them aside apparently without great
effort, and it requires the work of years
toemancipate us from thisthraldom. But
there is, nevertheless, a great necessity
that we should exert ourselves to the

utmost of our ability in this labor. We
should seek to have our minds spread
out and expand so that ;when the
of God are told to us we can

things
adopt them, and throw aside everything
that comes in contact with them, There
is a great work before us, and the pro-
gress that the Church has made during
the last thirty-seven years, only enables
us to see a little glimmer of the immen-
sity that stretches out before us. The
distance between us and the celestial
kingdom of our God is inconeeivably
great to us at the present time; our
minds cannof grasp the distance we
have to traverse before we reach the
presence of God and are prepared to
dwell with Him eternally,.
Spirit of God we can comprehend some
little of it; wé can comprehend the dis-
tance we have yet to travel by thinking
of the distance we have traveled..

We have come out of, and traveled
from Babylon, according to the com-
mand of God, that we may become &
people directly opposite to E}H’_argthlng
existing in Babylon. This was the pro-
clamation made to us; and the object of
the proclamation was that we might be
emancipated completely from the things
of the world, that we might be prepared
to dwell with God eternally in the hea-

vens, » .0
Now, think of the distance there is
between us and the people of Babylon
to-day. The distance we have traveled
is scarcely perceptible to some; and on
some points we are so near that we can
reach and shake hands with them, we
have made so little progress., Yet there
is nothing truer than this, that before
we are prepared to dwell in the presence
of God we must be directly opposite to
them in almost every respect. Morality
is taught and moral truths are enforced
among them; but aside from the theory,
everything is rotten and corrupt from
the base to the topmost stone. d has
said so, and we have had some little ex-
perience in if ourselves; and so far as
we have gone we can say that such is
the cage. Society has to be differently
organized under the rule of the Church
of God: We have already made a great
stride im this respect. The one great
institution which God has ravaalog‘ has
done more to emancipate us, and create
a difference between us and the world
than anything I can copceive of; that is
the order of m
plete distinctnessbetween us and the peo-
ple of the world. We can see how much
we are progressing inthis direction, and
they who are living their religion are
making rapid progress. There was a
necessity for the revelgtion of this prin-

By the

e, It creates a com-

tion and organization, making us en-
tirely different and distinct from the
people” of the world. You can allow
your minds to streteh out if you like to
their utmost capacity and they will not
begin to comprehend the difference that

those prineciples which God has/already
revealed, Like the pebble that is drop-
ped in the mill pond, every -circle
goes on increasing and wideming until
it covers the whole pond. BSo it is
with the truth which God has revealed;
it'will spread until the institutions of
the kingdom of God will revolutionize
everything that exists on the earth.

We have this work before us, it be-
longs to us; it dees not belong to the
First Presidency alone, or to the Twelve
alone, or to the Bishops of wards, or to
the Presidents of the settlements or
stakes of Zion; but it belongs to every
man, woman and child who has a
standing in this Church. God has laid
it upon us all individually and collec-
tively, and He expects it at our hands.
It is true that the work of God will go
forth from triumph to triumph until
complete vietory shall crown the efforts
of the servants of God. But we are the
members of this Church, and it is for
us to say whether we will be diligent,
or whether we will fall back and allow
our places to be filled by others more
diligent and more capable of compre-
hending the greatness of the work, and
the greatness and facilities that God

we will combat
against the evils that everywhere exist
overn our houses in righteousness, an

or whe

God has given to us to pass by unim-
proved, to be improved by others more
zealous, diligent and wise in their gene-
ration than we are. There is no indi-

good if they will enly allow their minds
to expand, and will seek out opportuni-
ties to accomplish the work of God.
They ean correet and prepare them-
selves to carry on the work of God, and,

in 1:11::»111%1 80 thaty
somebo afse; Or N0 one ¢an Carry on

ciate.

the centre stake of Zion; it is the burden
of our daily pray
thousands of the people ascend in the
the redemption of Zion, and that the
purposes of God may be forwarded, and
that the time may soon come when the
centre stake of Zion shall be bu.llt.ug
and the people be i)repared to go bac
and inhabit that land. Why do we
wish this? Because we anticipate when
that day shall come that we will be that
much nearer the day of triumph, the
day when Jesus will come and reign
among his Saints. “We are, as it were,
‘in a school where we are to be taught of
‘(God, and prepared for the great events
‘that are coming on the earth. We do
‘not wish to leave this land because it is
‘not fertile; or because it is not a favored
land. We appreciate the home that
God has given to us here, so fruitful in
‘blessings to the Saints; but we look for-
'ward to that land with indescribable
feelings, because it is the place wher2
‘God has said His City shall be built. It
'is the land where Adam, the Ancient of
Days, will gather his posterity again,
ami' where the blessings of God will de-
seend upon them., It is the land for
‘whieh the wise and learned have travel-
‘ed and sought in vain. Asia has been
‘ransacked in endeavuriug to locate the
‘GGarden of Eden. Men have supposed
!that. because the Ark rested on Ararat
‘that the flood commenced there, or
rather that it was from thence the Ark
‘started torsail. But God in His revela-
‘tions has informed us that it wason this
‘choice land of Joseph, where Adam was
'placed and the Garden of Eden waslaid
‘out. The spot has been designated, and

'we look forward with pecu
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e inworder that the people of God |

will be ereated through the operation of |

has given fo us, than we are; whether
with and contend

Ering up our children in the fear of God,
er we will neglect these things,
and suffer the glorious opportunities

vidual in Zion but ean do a great deal of

will help to prepare

the wwork of perfection without being
a benefit to all with whom they asso-

“We talk about going back to build up
ayers. - The aspirations of

ears of the Lord of Sabaoth in behalf of

feelings |

for as I said, fami}
foundation of all governmey,,

me.a community wh :
brought up in ﬁHneaaﬂE dﬁgi&{:i?

fo repossessing that land. We expect
when that day shall eome that we will
be a very different peﬂﬂle to what we
are to-day. We will be prepared to
commune with heavenly beings; at any trained in the fear and kn
rate, the preparation will be going on God, and I can Prophecy fu?w
very rapidly for Jesus to be revealed. nessand prosperity for that
We expect that a society will be organ- I see a family wheye the Gh}iﬂu
ized there that shall be a pattern of obedient to their parents Hrl]{{ld
heavenly society, that when Jesus and  their voices as to the voice of
the heavenly beings who. come with and where wives are obedie r
him are revealed in the clouds of hea- husbands, meeting their wllt
ven, their feelings will not be shocked |seeking to gratify t,
by the change, for a seciety will be or-.in the Lord, 1 k there
ganized on the earth whose members|before that family, 8o wit
will be prepared through the revelations people. 1f our children be ,
'of God to meet and associate with them, ' the fear of God, if within ¢ trained in
|if mot on terms of perfect equality, at|are instilled the priuﬂiple;ﬁ'f minds
| least with some degree of equality. righteousness, faith and eq di'Uf truth,
How much preparation have we made may dismiss all fears I'Ea lless,  we
for this? We have made considerable |future gruwth,dwﬂﬂpmmlgﬂetmg the
progress in some direetions.~ Since theperity of our ‘Father’s kingq and p
days of Joseph the authority of the holy jearth. When we gee El( om
priesthood has increased. Bishops who growing up in unbelief and 11’*]' ch
are doing their duty have more authori- | heart, then have we eause tard
ty in their wards than Bro. Joseph had |tremble. Every one of you O fear and
formerly in the whole Church.. The|can do a great deal tﬂW&I‘dg’ljny sisters,
people understand the requirements|this kingdom. A great gf Uilding up
made of them and carry them out under- towed on woman, for EhEEI“rF I8 bes-
standingly and intelligently. This is|to bring forth the souls of . PerMitted
very good, but a great change has still|have the opportunity len, Y
to be made; we have much more pro-|children who ghg]] hem?f
gress to make. riesthood, and go forth ayn
Our enemies are complaining of this|it in the midst of the e d
one-man power; they want to concoct | glorious mission which G
some plan that will destroy the power ed to his daughters and they o
of the holy priesthood. ~They have correspondingly proud of ity should he
stated that if anything should happen |realize its importance an&&ud should
to Bro. Brigham that this kingdom |missionaries in their ow seek to be
would fall to pieces. They delude them- | training up their children Iil families,
selves with the same ideas that the|of God. Itisan establisheq '
wicked did before the death of Joseph. |least it is so regarded in the fact, or at
They think we are a severely oppressed |scarcely any great man everw“rldi that
people, and they would like to emanci- | weak-minded mother, If yo,, 224 &
ate us from the thraldom we endure.|great men of antiquity Yuu read
o they know anything about us? No. |times, you will find that in :lﬂf
We are free, and we are living lives of instance they have had gre vi
happiness and contentment. We never |who have moulded and fa.\
were so happy in our lives before as we ]tzvlaatin minds of their sons ash
are to-day if we are faithful., Our wives|their own notions of greaty
never felt so free in their lives as they |them forth to battle withet“
do to-day. What, not when their hus-|stances of life, like gods g) h
bands had only one wife? No, not even interests are in the hﬂndamﬂﬂt. Great
then; and the assertion can be sustained | God has reposed in them Of mothers.
that there are no women on the earth so | if they wield that power fngl'ﬁnt wer;
thoroughly and completely free as the|he productive of peace an dgﬂﬂd t will
women among the Latter-day Saints.|and exaltation to them., appiness
You who ean doubt this can let your|blessed in seein ot Dey will be
minds refer to the condition of society | posterity. Theirh » ]
in other places, See the bond in |in having a posterity who
which women are placed, and the lives |and call them blegged,
of sorrow they have to drag through,! Itis something glorioy
until worn out they drop into their|plate, but how few I%Jera a: :
raves—the grave being the only refuge |the great blessings God hE
rom the troubles with which they are|uponthem. God has bleg
oppressed. That is not the case with these privileges so that w
us, we are a free people, although our|our own households, the f: tan lay, in
enemies say we are oppressed. the future greatness of the Undation for
We may imagine in our present state |God, by instilling into the ~0&d
of knowledge, that when we reach the children those lessons anamiu s
oint to which I am endeavoring to|godliness which will make ¢ brecepts of
irect the minds of the people, we shall |in days td come, and wil] h mlghhty
not feel so,well as we do to-day. I tell{when they reach manhooy CP2'® them
you we shall feel far better, for the|the work of God and magn] to bear off
greater the progress the more freedom |by being exemplars of the oY the truth
we shall enjoy. Though every being in | Christ among the naﬂnnggn?ﬂ el of Jesug
heaven obeys the behests of Jehovah| God bless you, brethrep the earth,
implicitlg, we will all admit that they and may He enable us al] 00 Sisters;
are far happier than we are on the to the truth ang to mmﬁ be faithful
earth. We have to progress till we greatness of the gge in wlprﬁhend the
reach that state when all our labors will | for Christ’s sake, ~ Amen lich we live,
be under the dictation, guidance and ' -
direction of those whom God has ap-
pointed to preside over us. And as we
approximate to this condition, they
will increase in wisdom and ability to
direct, so that harmony will be main-
tained. Asthe lpenple increase in obe-
dience God will pour out wisdom on
His servants commensurate with that
obedience.
It has been said that we are very
willing to go on missions when we are
told, and in regard to our spiritual la-
bors we are very willing to be directed.
In these respects there is no people so
easily managed and directed as we are.
That obedience which characterises us
in spiritual things will have to be mani-
fested in temporal things. Many of the
people think “I know more about this
matter than my bishop does,” when
some temporal matter is agitated. That
feeling is running through the minds
of numbers of the people; and while this
is the case your bishops will probably
not be as wise as they might be; they
have not your faith to sustain them. |
But when the time &omes that you
have implicit faith and confidence in
God, and in those whom He appoints
to preside over you, in thinga temporal
as well as spiritual, your bishops will
h]:ve all thla wisdom needed to give you 0
the counsel you require. saved?” ‘“Well.»
This time must come; and not only | minister, ‘I nnhl;;iw:::d the cautious
must it be the case withs the brethren that, but I think it’s a Promise you
but itmust be so with their familiesalso, well worth trying,” N experiment
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