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I TAKSB .umthh iﬂarmn in mak-
ing a hwﬁmku te the Latter-day Saints,
a9 well as to any strangers that may be in

designed to be a

emr midst. 1 never

a8 preacher of the gospel for,

nearly thirty-five years; an understanding,
gjm’thm’ h thoyruwlnt_im}l of the Im";ﬂ
esus Ch Ay d és that wme, ﬁd
Latter-day ve espoused, -
duced me to travel through the world bear-

mﬂc?lfl the prineip

ing testimony of those -

suredly do know pertaining to the gospel of | be
life and salvation moﬂmn this our day.
The relation that we sustain to the Lord
our God, and the blessings and privi

to be acquired through the system of life
which we have reecelved, are worthy of our
deepest consideration; and it is mo less

necessary that we understand
the of which is

pable of giving,

The mhtionahl&which wesustain te God
as to the world at

lu;:;r.hthar, u: .
perly understood and a
nlgriaudtama us up top

ance of the duties required of us as Latter-
day Saints. We ought to understand that
we have espoused a system of religion that
is calculated in its nature to iuecrease with-
in us wisdom and knowledge; that we have
entered upon a path that is progressive

that will inerease our upiﬂtuscll,
and ﬂ:ysiml advantages, an
perts

well-being of the world at

lieve that we are the offspring of our Father

in heaven, and that we

tuaal organizations the same i-

powers and faculties that

possesses, although in an infantile state,

requiring to pass through a certain course

or ordeal by which they will be developed
and im%mmd according to the heed we
e principles we have received, We

ieve that God 1s no res r of persons,
but that he confers blmm n all his

vetot

children in proportion to the

have, or in rtion as they proceed ac-
&ﬂ gight and kno:ime they
in the different circumstances of

cording to
E that may surround them,

that the spirit which enlightens the human

proceeds from the p
ty, that it ugruﬂa'
that it isthe light

and every honest heart possewses it
sru rtion to his virtue, in ty, m&ht;
to know the tru do good

his fellow men.,

We seothe providences ofGod in all things;
we see them in raising up different com-
munities and establishments in the world
for the general and universal benefit of
mankind. We see the providences of God in
raising up a Luther and a Jobn WEEIE;
we see the providences of God in all the
Christian organizations and communiti: s;
we trace the band of the Almighty in

framing the Constitution of ou

believe that the Lord raised up

for the accomplishment

ect, raised them up and inspired them to

frame the Constitution of the United States,

We irace the hand of God, his Spirit, his

workings upon and among all classes of

mp]a, whether Christian or heathen, that
pro

vidences maybe carried

his designs, formed before tce mornin
stars sang together or the foundatibns
the earth were laid, may be nlﬁm&n:yal’ul
Glled. He slackens not his hand, hé gives
notup his designs nor his purposes; but
his work is one eternal round, We trace
the hand of the Almighty and we see his
spirit moving in all communities for their
good, restraining and encouraging, estal-
lishing governments and nations, inspir-

ing men fo take a course that

advance his purgoﬂ until the set time
‘he

shall come when all work

and effectually for the accomplishment of
his designs, and when sorrow, w CELR
evil, crime, bitter disappointments; vexa-
tion, distress and poverty shall cease and
be no more known, and the salyation and
happiness of bis children be secured, when

the earth shall be rolled back 1

tine purity and the inhabitants thereof
dwell apon it in perfect peace and happi:

nesss,

If there is any dlass of people in the
world that have réason to be more liberal
and generous towards their fellow crea-
tures, it is the Latter-day Saints; and if our

liberality and generosity are

more than they are, it 18 in consequence
of the pressure of circumstances with
which we are surrounded restraining us
from the exercise theredf; yet we expect

i it R 1 pivtos s oppetSi
we ve 1 tuani
Ay il

of doing as we

theése L
. However, io regard ummw
circumstances shall _m_duﬂ- or no

know that we have obeyed a of

m pel was taken from the @ in the
progression, We htnpo% - refer- 8 of e it did nt.'“%
annftotheinurﬂuu knowledge to any gé;h mﬁ‘ﬂl 6 place T, & ;G-

8 Eystem 'which was called ihe

indiyidual who may receiye an

; it wasonly a sense of
mm meé to occupy th'poui

requisite on
our part, for the attainment of those bless-

ings and pri and to keep ourselves in
the path on which we may secure the high-
est- advantages which the system of :gll-'
glon we have received is, in its nature, ca-

ing to our own happiness and the

resence of the
and life of all thin

d_obey the

EVANS.

tiveduaty
tion as

may say thelir

which I as

the duties

reciated, is
e perform-

intellectua
everything

. Ye bes
in our

our Iather

lghﬁ ﬂ:lﬂy htryl

We believe

out all

r land, and
men pur-
of this ob-

out,and that

shall most
its

more fully

nto its pris- | ling.

not shown | rant,”’

that

they have
the princi

gestto his con

that whe
when
we shall be like him,
as he is; and every man that has this hope
1nhiEn fles himgelf even as God is
pure,’
nouncement of doctrine. Did any one
resent, acquainted with the Methodist,
tist, Presbyterian or Episcopalian so-
cleties, ever hear suggestions or doetrines
like these? I never did, and I was former-
acquainted with these societies.
same mind be in you which was
who, finding himself in
the form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God;"” and **He that has this
puriﬁu himself even as God
again: “When he shall ap-
Eeu we shall be like him, for we shall see
im as he is.”

large, }?:-Lot 11
in Christ Jesas,

hope in him,
is pure;” and

things
through which:  a Saint
?p and be ‘te perl{;at.
esus,—a system

advance in the knowledge
God, to an understanding 68,
of their own natures and characters. of their
relationship to the Almighty, and of the
_n;dal.ln l:.tt':n: amsfyh Iot; ther? to pass
throu a ey might erfec

thesognuf{}udwns rfect, v ' 1

This system of things, taught by Christ
and his apostles, was not then' first intro-
duced; it was known ag}gﬂ before, and was
established before the
earth were laid. ‘I will quote a passage
from ‘‘The Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants,’” which will be found on page 85,
section 4, paragraph 6:—

‘“He that receiveith me (saith the Lord)
receiveth my Father; and he that receiveth
my Father,.receiveth my Father’s king-
dom; thereforeall that my Father hath shall
be given unfo him, and this
the oath and covenant which belongeth to
the priesthood. Therefore, all those who
- | receive the priesthood, rece:fvathiaml.h and
covenaunt of my
break, neit

the Latter-

receive it, it is
those passages 1
Testament; they were the burden of the
teachings of the apostles in former days;
buat were they presented now to the; Chris-
eir ministers and religions

tian world by
they would be considéred start-

teachers,

int, *
ft?m;'gh th

préviously

ry
considered a startlin
also would the doct
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dectrines we teach; but that ¥  is t | schoolmaster, to to
.Mhmﬁn.pmggn_nt e | account of the ﬁa’i‘m ’
Latter-day Saints themselves 'Ln the eystem

WM , views and
ples we obeyed all coincide
perfectly with those of former-day Sain
which we read about in this book
Bible). Were ministers at the present day
to stand up in their pulpits an
doctrines in reference to the -

as they were preached
days, dontr!lnu would be consid

for we shall see him

bat wounld be a startling an-

for the edifying of the body of
Christ, until we all come to the unity
faith, and of the knowled
Ged, unto the.

again, “Unto the

was

L

We were born in the image of God our
Father; he bego
There is the nature of deity in the compo-
gition of our spiritnal organization; in our
spiritual birth our Father tranemitted to
us the capabilities, powers and faculties
which he himself possessed, as much so as
the child on its mother’'s bosom possesses,
although in an undeveloped state, the fac-
u.!t.iau,t powers and susceptibilities of its
parent.

Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors
and teachers, we are told, were placed in
former days in the ehurch for the perfect-
ing of the Saints,

t us like unto himself,

for the work of the min-

undations of the

18 according to

- Father, which he cannot
ér ean it be moved; but whoso
‘breaketh this covenant, after he hatéor%-
ceived it, and nlhngathar;prnnth.tft;%rq o,
shall not have forgiveness of sins
world norin the world to come,” | 9

This is arevelation that has been given to
day Saints, and sofaras r !
visions in reference to those who.

ﬂmhety in keeping with

ve quoted from the New

This system of things was well

known to Adam after he wasexpelled from
the Garden of Eden; it was well Enown to
Noah,and he preached it tothe antediluvians
for one hun
also known: in the days of Moses. He

fhr:aﬁl:zdgttot‘&a Israelltes on the banks of | we ¢an see the bhand of the Almi hty es: | tion with their obedience to the gospel,
>ea.

and twenty years; it was

would not have you igno-

s the Apostle,in reference to this
Ow that our fathers all passsd
e sea, were all under the cloud;
all ate the same spiritual meat, all drank
the same gpiritual drink, for they drank of
that spiritual rock which followed, and thag

St Ak onpat 06 1o w e ot bt
' £08 was wWn ana

ticed there; but weare told that, in conse-
e | quence of wickedness and un

lief | the

(the.

announce
n of
former
_ !'rﬂd. at
startling, and a committee of
n would undoubted!y be requir-
ed at onoce by their congregations to ascer-
‘tain whether or not they had seceded from
av principles. For
‘instance, let a Methodiat, Presbyterian or
Baptist minister rise in his pulpit, and sug-
gregation, as Paul did on
certain occasion: “Let this same mind be
in you which is also in Christ Jesus, who,
baving the form of God, thought it not rob-
be equal with God,” it would be
announcement: so
e of John the Reve-
lator on a certain occcasion, when he says:
“We are now the sons of God, it does net
what we shall be, but we know
he (thatis Christ) shall appear,

of the

The perfect man ?’’ And
measure of the stature of
e fullpess of Christ?” A system . of
' had in " those days
could ecome
man in the Lord
which Saints could | possession of the Spirit of God. ' E

of the things of
of his pur \

3 i this:

ts.

did with Moses, the

Ahelr Faghior
leges were withdrawn.

understood j and
%ﬂﬁu-wﬁ the 1’3’#"

t. On|] Thereare some other considerations con-

the Lord proposed to come down Into their ‘suggestio
midat and talk with ~face to face as he

| : : y requested Mosés to

‘officiate for them and speak with the Al-

mighty; and filled with unbelief and

n ome acquainted with God,

or, the 3«1&& and all its privi-

. But this gospel has

been introduced at various times into the

world.” It was known by the mm
: otly

. slain from before
the foundation of the world, and thatin due
season he would manifest himself to the

vicke dness | nected with this subject wo ' of our
of heart t hey refused to avs mu‘lvguuf bhn “been
=i

attention. “"Wé have
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Lord, given in thess latter m;ﬁuay that
all t shall be given to those who

children of men, that he would diefor their | receive the priesthood; but in connection

sing, and be crucified in order to complete | with this
the plan of salvation. The Prophets

romise there are certain obliga-

had the | tions whigh have to be fulfilled on our

1 and its advantages in their midst; | part. Thatsame God and Father who tells
and the Holy Spirit, that is ever connected | us what &l‘ﬂﬂf- things await the faithful,

with it, was poured out upon them in its | says: ¢

fulness.

There was a certain blessing conneected
only with obedience 'lo*ihaig%gel, that
hen peo-

was the gift of the Holy Ghosat.

le received the ordinances of the 1
| Ihb‘tlﬁ.g:u-

ey were promised that

hoso layeth down his life in my
cause and for my name’s sake shall receive
it again, even life eternal; therefore fear not
your énemies mwi.m have decreed
n my heart that I will prove you in al

things whether you will abide in my cove-
nant even unto death, for he that will not

ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. The Sa- | abidein my covenant is not worthy of me,”’
vior who undoubtedly knew best about| Here we have, on one hand, these extra-
ft, said | ordinary and wonderful blessings; and, on
into all | the other, if we renounce the dootriné we
‘truth and show them things to come. It | bave received, or if we are un' to
should be more than that spirit which pro- | stand up to the point, even of death, in Tal-
ceeds from God, filling the immensity of | filling the will of our Father in the accom-
space and enlightening every man that | plishment of his work, we shall be counted

the nature and ocbaracter of this
it should lead these who received

comes into the world, the gift of the Holy
Ghost should lead into all truth, and show | ised. e
them things to come. Furthermore, in| Now, you take a man, no matter from

tle says: | what country, if he be a man of lub%gg.
rofit | when he receives a knowledge of the! 3,

:?akin its effects, {the Apos
“The lpiltlnglﬂn %o man to - 3 4 e £ 0
a | ne will stand that knowledge; you

withal. To one is given th.”

unworthy of the blessings that are prom-

common, ordinary faith, which some peo- | hot persecute it out of him by imprisoning
le pretend to at the preseni day; but a | dim, or Laking away his ;ilrﬂpq _m_'érg'
th which enabled its possessors to be | destroying every source of happiness,

sawn asunder, to be cast into dens of | Do what you can to annoy and :ﬁ?mhim

lions, fiery furnaces,and to undergo tortures | he will still stand firm in his

to

of every description, This was the kind | the principles which he knows are true.
of faith that the Enlg Ghost conferred upon | If we, as Latter-day Saints, are not honest,

those who

sor to stand inthe midst of every difficul
defy every op tion and laydown his

Dawer f thid' falth, given b
through the Holy Ghost, whi

principle could mmmunimte. T

ere was an almighty inspirin
"By the Lor

it, enabling its - | we are certainly in a very bad oo .

y | When the gospel reached us in the differ-

e, | ent nations whence we came, the Spirit of
if necessary, for the cause that he had es- | the Lord gave us convietions of its truth,
l'Fh E and, in the honesty of our hearfs, ﬂ*

celved it, and its blessings, otherwise
no other | would have stayed at our several hi :
O one was Ibwupromj_s«;nn by the several elders

given faith, to another knowledge, not that | who proglaimed the_gospel un{? us, that if

which is gained by reading books merely, | we would do the will of God,
. A self-|obey the Exllpol. we lh.ould
(")

but knowledge from the Mmi&l;ty St dobey,
m, which | gifto

inspiring principle was upon

racety  the

ch y Ghost; they sald, as Peter
was tangible, %ﬂng them a knowledge ef | said on day of Pentecost 1t and
ey had es

the cause th

| | oused. They
ge of the Son of | by revelation from God that the cause they
perfect man.” What is’

knew'| be baptised, every one of you, for

| sion of your sins, and you shall lﬂ:a

| had obeyed was true, it was reve to.| the Holy Ghost: Then, when the ,ﬁ;

them in a manner they could not dis

upon the rock of revelation.

te,.| of the ions of the Holy Gh
v | of the operations : .ogl

and they knew for themselves. ‘They were | described them as Jesus, Paul, Johu and
then 'uhbﬁahed‘,'uw heard thismorning, { the Saints who received it,testified in regard
1

to it, from the effects that it had produced

possession of the Holy Ghost, and the mere | was received under circumstances

cording to the best light they hive. -

Eo
7| natore, those who were ifs recipi (5 &

body has the Spirit of God, that is, the | pected superior and ex ' t. :
“‘“'ﬂﬁ? in

hovest hearted, those who are living' a¢- | lngs, hlahnlng that they counld

Christian churches have it, those who s

L | any other religious aocia:{. They wers pro-
m such blessings as the retlljﬁlouu' socie-
nor ever wou

truth and rightéousness. ~ The Baptists, if | ties sald did not, ;Oﬁl%ld
they are 'honest, have if; so have the | could not be received in the future. oy
Presbyterians and the Hall’lodiatu; 80 also | would ‘agknowledge that such blessin
have all" Christian ‘and Heathen mnations. | had been formerly received through

e
You go to China, and all honest hearted | gospel, but they said could not be received
mpla there, haye the Spirit of God; in now; hence ift.h!m who uboﬁfsd the gospe

we are told that this is the light that | astaught-by the elders of t

: 1
church.did

lights every man that comes intothe world; | not receive. the blessings pro . why

but to say that all have the Holy{doI see them before me here to-day b

Ghost; the gift that was promised te those | thousands? Why, when traveling throu

who nbey the gospel, it is not so. We | the length and breadth of this country, gn
can trace the providences of the Almighty | I see people that have gatharad, Compara-
in raising up certain individuals to esta- | tively, from almost every nation under
blish lous organizations, and’ we seée | the sun? If they received not the bleas-
in these things the workings of the Spirit | ings promised, why are they here in this
of.God for the general interest of the human Tarr?m.-;ﬂéu these valleys of the moun-

family., We look upon George Washi

ton, the Father of our Countr
spired instrument of the Almig

him. And upon

ng- ¢ tains

in

as an in- | It is the moest inconsistent g imagin-

y had better stayed at. home,

; W8 can | able to suppose that e, after de-
gsee the all-lnnplrlgg Spirit operat r:lg upon | ceived, shonld leave the l1It:l|‘:.tl:ui1;t.l"y,, -hgmm
: 4

co-workers in Tresists | and friends and crcss the wide 0cean, and

{gg_ oppression, and in establishing" the | yast deserts into a land they knew no ng

teen eolonies as a econfederacy;and t

again the workings of the same

hén | of, When Abraham received the word to

i

] pirit npan | leave his home and kindred he obeyed th
those men who established the Constitu-| mandates of the Almighty, and the ty o e

act that

tion of tke United States. In a revelalidn | thousandsnre now here, settled thron

contained, in the Book of Doctrine -and ! this lona strio of esuniry, over hills, 7211}
LCovenants the Lord says: ‘‘And for this | leys and mouatains, proves that they have
purpose have 1 established the Constitution.{ done the same; they have showa by their

of thisland by the hands of wise moen,| acts that they have received the all:inspir- .
whom 1 raised up unto this very pur
Wesee the hand of the Lord in these things. | promised them, which revealed to them
The Christian churches will not acknow- | that the Lord had falfilled the prophecy of
ledge that ‘which we acknowledge " and | his servant Daniel—that without hands he
!mﬂht firmly believe in regard to the work.| had cut a stone from the mountains and

ings of Providence and the operations of

8"} | ing power of the Holy Ghost which was

that it had cemmenced to move and roll,

l the Spirit of theLord upon the hearts of the{and wonld continue on its course nntil it
‘human famu,gia We can see not only what | had fulfilled the destiny predicted by the

the Baptists,

‘ thodists, Quakers, Shakers | prophet.
Presbyterians, and Campbellites see,—the _[[P

the:people here hava not received the

hand of the Lord working with them, but/| miraculous blessings promised in ¢connec~

tablishing a kingdom spoken of in

they are ‘acting most inconsistently, for

| long past by Daniel the Prophet,—a king- | they are perpetuating upon ' their children

dom which shall grow and spread until it | and their dren’s children and upon fu-
fills the whole earth, wten light and in- | ture generations a system that is entirely
telligence shall be so generally diffused | false, binding a yoke of tradition apon

for any | them which, in its consequences, is beyond
man to say to his fellows, ‘“Know ye the | the power ::f lang to aiﬂ;'m y’l‘ha

that itsballmo longer be n

Laord, but all shall know him, from the

le are guilty of the most gross offence

least unio the greatest;'’and when the Spirit. gfum the AlmiEht:r. for they are not only

of the Lord shall be poured out upon a
eir so
, thel
ung m
b adry Xy

ﬂgtg_moll‘l:l a de ﬂala that EB
heir daughters s
f_n_und:hggd‘rhm dmml:fotgdr
wee visions, and when thefe
‘nothing to hurt or destroy in all

" bmountain of the Lord,

Oﬂgo

the

3k

! }njuﬂn th

ves, but they are destroy-
ng the happiness of unborn erations.
‘But thedact that the work still continues,

o {and in and that the last words of

| the | ts to their ohildren and
_ Mﬂt “1 know b,' the rﬂ'ﬂl&-




