THE THOMAS-WEST EXPOSURE.

IN a former article we made
some commmenta upon the conduct
of the two agents in Washinzton of
the Balt Lake Chamber of Com-
merce—QGovernor A. L. Thomns nnd
Hon. C. W. West. The article was
incited by the incidental exposure
of the sneaking perfidy of Mnr
Thomag, exhibited before the Houge
Committee on Territories on Wed-
nesday. It meems necessary to
make further sllusion {0 the subject;
nnd in order that no injustice may
be done to any of the parties it is
proper to plnce a review of the mat-
ter before our readers and leave
them to judge of the merits of the
controversy. This method is alto
stiggested ns the best mode of treat:
ment, that the record of rascality
made by prominent political demar
gogues and self-seekers may be pre-
served, and that examples of
double-dealing dishonesty may prove
n warning to future generations.

Arthur L. Thomas and Caleb W.
West are the authorized agents of the
Bnlt Lake Chamber of Commeree,
The former was paid $500 by that
body to repair to Wasbhington and
labor in behalf of the movement to
secure 8 liberal appropriation for a
suitable government building to be
erected here, and to secure a portlon
of the Fort Douglas Reservation for
a public park. Mr. West is the
president of the Chamber ani re-
ceives n palary, being a paid officer.
That there may beno mistake about
these gentlemen being the autlio-
rized ngents of the association
named, we here guote from a set of
resolutions passed by it a-few days
ago in relation to the World?s Fair:

‘“Be it resolved further, That copies
of the foregoing be sent 1o Governor
A. L. Thomas and lJon. C. W. Westy
now representingthe Salt Lake Chamr
ber of Commmerce at \Washington, I.(..
whose support wilisassist us in corry-
ing out the purposes, of: 1liose resolu-
tions, and request their cencurrence
and oo-operation therein,”

When the report was published
in this eity that Messrs. Thotnas and
West were using the infiuence nnd
money of the Chamber of Com-
merce, which clajms to be non-
partisan, to urge the passage of legis-
tation that would disfranchiise pum-
bers of fta members, there was
something akin to & sengation in the
community, the commercial orgnn-
ization belng specially agitated re-
gnrding it. The ‘‘Liberal:? organ
came to the rescue, as followe:

‘““Yesterday it [the Aerald] had a
purperied ramor from Washington,
charging thut Governor Thgmas and
ax-Governor West were, under the
guise of speaking for the Chamber and
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he employ of the Chamber, trying
influence legislation: against the
Saints. It amounted to very little in
the Herald, but when the Nrws last
ovening echced the same thing
and gravely asserted that the
matter  should be investigated,
that Wwas roof that behind
the Herald the Nrwa . and the
chiefs of Lhe creed have determined it
possible to prevent any Mormons from
Joining the Chamber. Itss enough to
sqy that aside from the impoasibility
of Governor Thomas and ex-Governor

ext. dovng any such thing, the rules of
the Chamber, which have never {or one
moment relaxed, explicitly foréid any
reference lo politics or any political
work. Those. géntlemen are in Wash-
ington for a speolfic purpose, and that
parpose is to enhance the business of
this city by having a grand puablie
building provided for, and to iry to
bave the unsightiy west side of the
military reservation converted into a
delightful resort forthis people, and
the mere intimation of thely belraying
their trust is an insult which their whole
past tives are a protest agatnst. The
attack upon them is as cowardly as it
is false.’t

It will Le observed that the chief
anti-*‘Mormon?®’ organ asserls jn
eflfect that if the two individuals
referred to did “lpfluence legisla-
tion against the Baints,’? they were
guilty of “betraying their trus,»
and, logically, of adaetardly piece
of infamy.

In consequence of the reports and
goneral sentiment on the subject,
the directors of the Chamber of
Commerce, on Friday, April 18, tele-
graphed to its two.authorized agents
to the effect that the NEws and
Iierald bhad charged them wilh
inftuencing the legislation referred
to. Whether the Chamber dld it
intentionally or not we are not pre-
pared to say, but it is a fact that
it - misrepresented, this Jjournal}
which made no direct charge, the
followIng being the language used:

“Tt is currently reported and widely

int
fo

operating secretly' in Washington in
the furtlrerance. ofi pending Congres-
sional legislation for the disfranchise-
ment of all meinbers of the Chureh of
Jesua Christ of Latter-day Saints,*

In another part of the article we
stated that we gave the parties the
bepefit of the doubt, and insisted
that the rumer should not Le taken
as conclusive until proof was exhib-
itedd. Asthe reporti turnsout to be
true, however, this is of but little
moment, except that it gave Lthis
paper the appearance of pronounc-
ing ungualified judgment prema-
turely, when such was not the case,

Bo far ns we know, the two gentle-
men addressed made nodirectreply to
thedirectory of theChamber, but used
the chielf anti-**Mormon’! organ as
their shute through which to con-
| vey thelr reply, the foliowing ap.
pearing in its iwsue of April 16th,
embodied in a long special from ita

“\Washington Bureau:*’

believed: hore that Caleb W. West is.

6a1

“The attentlon of Governor Thomas
and ex-Governor West baving been
calied today lo the statements pub-
lished' in the News and Herqld re-
specting their attitude towards the
Cullom bill, they replied that it was no
new thinF for these padpers to misre-
present their actions and motives, and
#ald that this had been the unhiform
course of these sheets with respect to
all public men opposed totheir prin-
oiples and methods. Both gentlemen,
while expecting and intending to give’
‘further attention to thie matters which
occasioned their visit to Washington,
reserve the right whieb every. citizen
has of aoting independently on any
proposed legislation.!

The first point sought to be mnde
in the foregoing is to the effeot that
the ngents of the Chamber hnd-been
misrepresented on the subjeet at
issue, The question now nrises,
taking this as Governor Thomas?
statement—when did he utter a
falselicod? Wnme it when making
claim to being misrepresented, or
now, when he admits having intlu-
enced the disfranchisement legisla-
tion?

The-second: point embodied in the
extract is that two agents elaim the
right to tanke any position they please
in influencing “'any propesed legis -
[ lation.” That means that theyglaim
the right to use the money paid them
by the Chamber of Commerce to
deeure the disfranchisement of n
oumber of' ita members and render
the profession of thnt body to non-
partisanship a glaring falsehood, It
amounts to reserving the right to be
guilty of what the Tribune calls
“betrayln'_g A trust” —which Is
treachery.

For the purpose of making this
expose complete, it is in order here
to. reproduce au excerpt from
the speech delivered on Wednesday
by Hon. Jobn T. Uaine before the
committee On Territories, while the
disfranchisement bill was under
consideration. Mr. Caine sald:

‘“An astonishing element in this
matter is that the measure is seeking
enzctment without the andorsement
of any party in Utah or the other Ter-
ritories. Who wants sueh legislation?
Who asks for it? Ne man who has
any direect interest tn this guestion.
A few days a I inquired of the
governor of Utah, who is here, and he
stated emphatically that he was
taking no pnrt and would not do o
one way of nnother. Prominent men
here from TUtah are equally as reti-
ce .t."’

fAt*this point Delegate Dubois inter-
rupted the speaker and said that
Governor Thomas, ex-Governor Weat
and members of the Ulah Commission
who were hare all favored the bil]
and thought it should becomn a law;
Lhat Governor Thomas had made such
& Atatement before twn or three mem-
bers of the committee,’

YMr. Ceine replied he wounld only
repeat what Governor Thomas had .
rald to him, that he, Thomas, had
talked the matter over and hbhad de-

clded to taks no part either for or
against the bhill and then remarked




