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are our minds framed to receive andaand profit
by those communications which the lordwould give through his servants we are so
constituted that we can receive but little at a
time though there is quite a diversity in memenn
as to their capacity tor learnlearning and also inlearninginTregard to retaining what they learnearn someS
compiecomplecomprehendliend their lessons quickly while others
c re not so gifted I1 have also policed that
somebome children commit their lessons quickly
and well but ask them the meaning and intent
nfof what they have committed andarid they can-
not answer you while others pay more atten
nonuon to the intent and meaning 0of what they
learn such Is the case with all persons no
matter what their age andarid some are capaci
bated to receive more and faster than others

when the latter day saints and those who
believed in the coming of the Messnessmessiahlabiab aandnd
those who believed in him when he came and
those who have believed in him since he came
see eternal things by the vision of their minds
being opened they will consider it a great
mystery chyall people did not understand the
chinga of god they are so easy to be under-
stood and so congenialcongenial to our capacities and
situation on the earth so admirably adapted
to0 o our nature that mankind do not traderirader
fiand the things yfcf god is marvelous to an
enlightened personper and that what truth they
do learn thetheyy wish to have it understood thatt
it is by their own wisdom the wisdom that
romes from god they do not desire

we observe in some of the latter day
saints a dull stupidity in regard to learning
I1eleelbae things that pertain to life for personsperson to
understand themselves their own organiza-
tion they must understand the character of
hatthat being who has organized them or they

never can understand thetheirir own organization
this mankind are unwilling to admit no
person can follow the thread of llishis own exist
ncenee without inseparably connecting it with

the father the supreme beingZ who dwells ioin
eternity we are inseparably connected and
must be to that eternal being who produced
us you will therefore readily understand
aaaidt t without the principle and spirit of cevela
slonlionlonion it will be impossible to communicate
these principles to the people

the gospel of jesus christ is the opening
avenue the open gate in the road or way
fromfi om earth to heaven through which direct
revelation comescornea to the children of men I1in
heirtheir various capacities according to their

callings and standing in the society in which
fapyheyney live the gospel of salvation is a por
nonllon of the law that pertains to the kingdom
where god resides and the ordinances per-
taining to the holy priesthood are the means
by which the children of men find access to the
way of life wherein they can extend their
travels until they return to the presence of
their father and god this no person will
dispute who has faith in the character of the
deltydeity they will acknowledge that god is
true that his system of salvation is correctcorrects
that his law is just that he is equal in all his
ways and that the ordinances of his house are
I1 rue and faithfulul but wbwhenen you speak of ththo0
gospel as preached by the elders of this
hurch the query arises in a moment Is this

true yes as you have often beardheard stated
itAL is a fact that earth and hellbell cannot deny
tilethe soundsouna of this gospel carries conviction to
ewery heart that has beard ititiity it carries an
fluenceinfluenceia and power that no other sound has
but though they are thus convicted yet they
willvill query Is it true I1it it verewere not that
he conviction of the almighty pervades even

the sound of mormonism you would not
bee armies arrayed against this people

this is the most moral people upon the face
of all the earth with all the rascality there 19ia
in a few the gospel net gathers both good

tidnd bad we have both herebere but this people
3 a people are the most circumspect and

i oral people that now lives it bashas been said
atdt weire are a low groveling lavlawlessless people

there is not a man in our government mhowhoihokho

bashas a good sound heart andard brain but what
klimils 01 saysiy that we are uieoe most law abadinabiding
people in the united states

all so far as they have heardbeard are convicted
hatthat the work in which we are engaged is

true that it igis the gospel 0off sasalvationI1 the
i oice of god from the heavens to all people
hear it 0 ye inhabitantsinhabitants of the earth the
lord has again spoken from the heavens and
ri healed the holy priesthood to save the
children of men from impendingdin ruin though
thishis is true they fancy that taleythey can devise
systems by which they can saesave themselves
enter into the gate of rest and secure to them-
selves that ea anal repose the heart aches for
a through liehie there maybemay be some exceltinstidat DS to th a general buth but the existenceexis tence
of a suan being is universally
iele ged by uc rnn this is to be found in the
lowest of t ip heathen nations and they wor-
ship according to the best knowledge they
tasetave the inhabitants of hindostanhindustanHind japan
eaeieeter are didcdevoldevotvotvol onal people though they
shwshy before ilgesim not knowing ietterbetterbetter the
anol ivines of insdis country alsoaiso worship accord 1

inqiniiurui i to their traditions as do all the heathen I1

na u s theypey make their gravenrarqn imageimagess of
bra wooi bliversilver and goldgolf to represent the
1 y they seikmikelkeik to please the roman cath-
olic church uses paintings and images of jesus
chilstchiist and the virgin mary but ask them ifgaev worship those pictures and images and
toey wiilwill tell you na the picture orr image
ohlohionlyV represents to the eydthe beingBeingI1

ivee wor
alip 1 I sottso it igis with the worship of the heath-
en nations do not

worship the inanimateinanimate
1

image but that
kf

the
god they worship Is in eternity wedwe do notbt see
him but our fathers havehaie taught0

aius many
things which we wish to retain in memory
you present to your cLchildrenildrenlidren the mageimagei or
picture of the savior or of any good being
and teach them to imitate his example aheanean by
this means strive to create the best possible
impressionim upon their young minds and which
Is lestiestest to do this or to present them a packa ck
of cards and teach them the ususee of lethemin
then do not depreciate the heathen worship
nor the brethren of our former christian faith
for the majority of them worship according to
the best knowledge they have

intelligent beings are organized to become
gods even the sons of god to dwell inin the
presence of the gods and become associated
with the highest that dwell inIII
eternity weive are now in the school and must
practice upon what we receive wickedness
now dwells upon the earth but as we arearc ex-
horted from time to time by words deeds and
elamlexampleslesaes and by the fauthfaith of the good let us
continue inin this labor of love until we over-
come the evil that is within ourselves with
all the rest of the goodhood that you can commit
to memory be sure to recollect that the gospel
of salvation is expressly designed to make
saints of sinners to overcome evil with good
to make holy good men of wicked bad men
and to make better men of good wherein vrevie
are wicked wherein we have evil passions
the gospel viiiwillvill aid us in overcoming evil it
ivesmes us the influenceInauence the powerpowers the know
fledgetedgefedge the wisdom and the understanding to
overcome our rt weaknesseseaknesses and to purlpuripurifyry our-
selves before the lord our god how often
weye have heard it said that itailaa saint will be a
saint a devil will be a devil aud the wicked
will be wicked people should understand
that there is no man born upon the face of the
earth but what can be saved in the kingdom
of godbifif he is disposed to be there is not a
word to contradict this in all the sacred writ-
ings when the wickednicked man forsakes hihisis
wickedness though he has rolled it under hisbig
tongue as a sweet morsel he can be saved
if god has foreordainedfore ordained certain men to certain
ends it is because he knew all things from
eternity as inin the case of pharaoh who he
knew would do wickedly consequently select-
ed him to be put upon the throne you are
determined totodebe wicked and to carry out the
schemes of the devil therefore I1 will use you
to profpromotenotehote my kingdom on the earth and to
exalt me aamong men for I1 know that you will
do waall ou can against rhymy children against
my work and against my grace to save the
children of men god raised him to the
throne of egypt because he foresaw that in
this position hehe could ueuse him to the greatest
advantage to his cause not because behe was
foreordainedfore ordained to that position I1

there is no person without evil passions to
embiambiembitterater their lives mankind are revengeful
passionate hatefulul and devilish in their dis-
positionssirionsit ionslons this we inherit through the falltall andtothee grace of god is designed toto enable us to
overcome it the grace of god is bestowed I1

upon all and the kingdom of gjoagad is planted
on the earth expressly to enable mankind to
overcome the evil that is in them and to save
allail if the latter day saints livelivoin e their reli-
gion they will boraske iniquity and overcome
the eevilviivil that the enemy otof all righteousness 1

1

causes to riseriser withinw irbin them until everyev ery passion
and appetite isis as perfectly undertinder their control
as a patient animal they hold by the bit

ye wise men ye great philosophers do
you comprehend and know what is the origin I11

of the intelligence weire behold where did ititi
spring from who is the author of our exist-
ence who has brought us forth upon the

I1

earth and ovengiven us this intelliintelligencegengegenae creating
uaus erect given us ability to learn anaandand to con
timie to learn to all eternity and to reaghreach
forth for the hidden things that are in the
future can the wise men of the day define
this intelligence canvan the chemist analyze
it no it cannot be searched out by human i

wisdomji edbin we must admit that god isis true
that his law is just that hishib kingdom is just
and pure and that it is now set up upon the
earth I1 or there cancin be no beinbeingT saved in his
presence we are his children this isis obvi-
ous andard isis easy to be understood by those
who can only understand simple facts we
are his and to him we shall return
this beirlbelllbeing so we shourdshould BOso live as to be
counted worthy to be again received into the
family of heaven to be participants of all the i

talotiloglory eexcellencyxcell ency and power that pertain to iriathee familym ilyliy of god in eternity and to be joined
with those who sing hallelujah to his name inin
mansions of bliss let the wicked world pass
onn and the inhabitants of the earth rail and I1

rett the wicked imagine a vain thing and the
heathen rage and run to and fro yet know-
ledge will increase and they cannot prevent I1

it the kingdom of god and the ordinances
of his honse are again restored and wevv e are
made happy participants thereof praise his
holy name then brethren and sbisterssistersI1 and
acknowledge his hand inin all things improvingI1 mproving
your talents andands making yoursyourselveselv es worthy to
receive more the kings queensqueen nobles and
greatareat men of the earth will yet bow to the
gospel though hotnotrot until they are obliged to I1

we have lotnot much history of therisethe wiseuise men
of the east after they saw the star and found
tthehL chichildd jesus liehe had not lived two years I1

before aan edict was sent forth to slay all the
children in certain regions under suhsu h ailan age
thinkinginkinsth that the child jesus would be caught
amonamong themthern andandsandislainlain but joseph was warned
in a bearndream to escape with the young child I1

i

where then wereware the wise men whonaho came toltoi
worship him they had gone their waygayy and
were still theremere are mariymany wise men of this I1

daydax vvhsv 0 feel so influencedinfluencedi they would woiwor 1

the saints but wwllwil1 totnut endur the

s tst sI1

oppositionfonton they musmusttireceiveelveeive if theydey should
do ab mierneer was the kingdom of goddagod so
israelprivilegedeged as it is now the children of
israel had juetue gospel and the kingdom in
their possession butout they were so wicked and
ungodly that onionly joshua and caleb of all the
adult males who went out of egypt were left
to go over and possess the promised land
they werewe re prospereprosperedd and slew their enemies
but after a while they went into bondage were
againagrain made free and aagainainaln went into bondage

i did they enjoy the privileges that we do no
we can travel and preach from island to
island and from nation to nation and can
travel and preach in our own nation for god
has prepared the way we are blessed more
than afiaft the people on the face of the earth
and are therefore under the deepest obliga-
tions to praise and serve god it matters
little though we have many times left our
houses and other possessions having been
driven from them by our enemies for the earth
is the lords and the fullness thereof the
gold and the silver they are taking from the
earth are aallail in his hands to dispose of0 at his
pleasure ilehe sets up kingdoms and casts
them down at his pleasureleasure the fullness of
the earth is in his bandshands but it cannot be en
joyed in the full sense of the term without
enjoyingenjoying it in connection with his Lingkingdomlangdomdom
when put to its proper useyuse gold instead of
being made a god of willvill be made into dishes
and all things will be prepared for jesus to
reign and rule and live here for he is the heirbeir
of tinathis earth the galdwillgold will also be used for
paving streets for us to walk upon all the
faithful1 will have the privilege of walking the
golden streets of the new jerusalem

I1 I1 feel that this is the best day I1 ever saw
and were I1 to giveivelve ventlent to my feelings I1
should jump Mabdand shout like a methodist
hallelujah god reignsreins his kingdom is upon
the earth and he will save the remnant in the
latteratter days I1 feel happy mormonism
haslas made me all I1 am and ththa grace the
power and the wisdom of god will make me
all that I1 ever will be either in time or in I1

eternity do you think that IsufI1 sufferferaafflictionfilic tion
no for I1 am happy when in a house or in the
mountainsmoun or whereverwhateverwh etever I1 chance to be our
relireiareligion1

i on measures weighs and circumscribestletteall the wisdom in the world all that god has
ever revealed to man god has revealed all
the truth that is now in the possession qaq thehe
world whether it be or religious i

the whole world are under obligation to him
for hat they know and enjoy they are in-
debted to him for it all and I1 acknowledge
him in all things Is it not reasonable and
highly commendable to worshipIP him unto
whom every knee shall bow aihvilth a pure heart I1

and conscience uncontaminated by the sins of
the world

1

the greatest weakness ignorance and fool-
ishness of the human family is exhibited in
their denying the savior denying thetha hand of
god and not submitting to hisbis supremacy on
the earth 0 fools and slow of heart to be-
lieve

I1

let thetile few abo have received the
truth live to it strictly daily hourly andarid mo
menta rily so that they can receive more and
more and grow in grace and in the knowledge
of the truth that is my prayer for you con
scantly to my rather and god in the name of
jesus

that we may be bles us do our duty
gather the house of israel redeem and buildbuild
up zonzion see jerusalem establishedestablished and jesus
reignn triumphantly upon the earth which is
my desirewiresire inin the name of jesus christchrist Arnenamen 1
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I1 willivill say a few words to those who harebarehav e
lately arrived

the spirit of the gospel which they receiv-
ed inin their native countries causedtiatiliatisedaed them to re
joice lighted the lamp ofbf devotion within themythem 1

and created inin their hearts a love of ttruthth-ru r
when people receive the holy ghost or the
gospeldospel evidenced by the spirit of truth they
in a degree feel and realize the glory of zion
the commandment has gone forth fortor the
saints to gather and build up zion they very
readily receivereceive e the impression that the gather-
ingI1 13 1

7 placeac elis the gathered are actual-
ly I1living1 I ig inin Zion that the evil influences abroad
inin thethe world and which afflicted them there I1

will cease to afflict them here that they will I1

enjoy ffhehe sweet communion otof the holy ones
upon the earth and that their sorrows and all
that afflicts them will have passed away

I1 wish to inform you brethren and sisters
who have just arrivedarmed in these valvaivalleyslevs that
all your trials hithithertobertobetto are but trifling inin com-
parisonpariparlsoritoto the trials youou will now be called to
meete t andd pass tbroughthrough how many of you
will continue faithful preserve yourselves in
your5 our integrity and inin the faith of tthee lord je-
sus christ you have come here expressly
to be assembled with the saints your object
in gathering was to forsake the wickedness
that isis in the world and to mingle with those
who serve god with an undivideddividedwi heart and
3 ou expect to be ffaithfulaitaltheuihEul but let me inform
you that you willvill not all prove faithful some
of you will apostatiseapostatize can you tell whosho
you reply canono but the first you are aware
some of you will be off to california perhaps
with the words to cache or carsoncareon we
dont care a d n which on your wagon cov-
ers aaas they were on the wagon covers of some
who started for caicalcarsonson last spring some of
5 QU will be tempted above what you will bear
will tamely submit to darkness adavd its powers

to the evil influences of bricked ispiritsveivel1rits will
forsake the faith and the devil will11 get the
advantage6 of youyon

your troubles have just commencecommencedli you are
on the thres volavoia of the dedepartmentP t wherein
you will have fiery trials 1buchsuch as youyda have
never had some who have been here for
years will come around you and say wellvell
brother or sister how do you do dododouyou like
the country and people 1 I dont knovsknoknobyVv I1
guess I1 shall I1 should like to have some things
a little different but this is a good people

well says an old brother who has been la-
boring

a
in the church for years to save the peo-

ple 1I dont know about it I1 understand that
A says thusthug and so I1 dohtdont know about it
a few days aago0 I1 saw a brother who seems
to be a good brother talking with the presi-
dent liehe seems to be in close communion with
the heads of the church andalid Is all the time
stealing horses I1 really do not know about
this y very likely the lord has suffered this
old mormon to stay in the church thus long
to get some of you to apostatizeapostatise and when he
succeeds you will go to hell together thustius
you will be led stestep by step to deny the faithy
and to reduce the tightfightfight that was in you to to-
tal darkness

one will reflect 1 I1 do not know about
brother john there are some things in his
cliarcilarcharacteracter that look dark to me and accord-
ing1 to the religion I1 have embraced I1 do0 not
understandersland them and there is james if his
conduct corresponds with the gospel as I1 havohaye
heard it preached in mrmy native country I1 do-
not know about it I1 will look more narrowly
into this and the first you know you will re-
tire to restrest without praying in your family
and when you rise in the morning you are
meditating upon what john and james are do-
ing that youou justt saw one of them taking a
aieltpolemole from hisis beigneighborsborsbor s fence and you say

dont kknowow aaboutout this this is rather a dark
enairaffair among the latter day saints who haveheave
aassembled here from among all nations to serve
god well wife have you got your breakfast
ready come on family breakfast is ready
gather around the table J the cifes heart
Binksinks storfor she had been accustomed to bear this
mmanan but there is no prayer thithisis morningsmor ningata gaarshorthort blessingeyin is asked thee breakfastreakfast is eateneater
and the manilooks off to john james dick
hairyharry the devil and helland by and
he goesgoeb another apostate

god gathers his people to school hemthem
while you were in Eengland france andother
foreign countries were you prepared to re-
ceive the oracles from heaven no are you
prepreparedaredarea now kono are those who have beeninzeingein twethe church twenty twenty five or thirty
years prepared to have the visions of eternity
opened to them no to hear the voice of
the angel gabriel no hownow can you be
prepareprepareddifdlfif you let little frivolous trifling af

andand temptations overcome you and
turn you away the lord has brought you
herebere to try everevery fiber of your heartsbaarts even agas
abraham was tried in all things to prove
whether you are friends of god and whenwhelk
you see anyacy one do wrong you should savsaysay

that is nothing to mellemeileme- liemoeroe is illin ahethe hands of
god and will lavehavehare to answer to him and I1
for myself and when you see persons about
to0 give way to temptation you should say to
yourour families let us pray the lord to give
tthemhm strength andarid power to overcome the temp-
tations of theile evil ones that they may remain
here instead of apostatising 15

some ifbf you will do as I1 have stated but if
you will be faithful to your covencovenantsints you
will not only be saviors to yourselves and to
your wives and children but also to your
neighbors when you see a neighBeighneighborbor begin to
slip pray for him that he may have the spirit
of the gospel as he once had andaud if yovyou reetfeet
this spirit within youryoul selves pray for an irnithit
crease ofoe that light you received when you
birstfirst received the gospel and you will gavesavebave
yourself andarid house

yet after all the labor that willbe perform-
ed by the elders of israel in travtravelingeing to the
utmost parts of the earth in gathering out thethi
people from all nations and
people and gathering them home to zion and
jerusalem and perhaps other places the lord
willvill appoint for the gathering of the people in
the latter days and after all the preaching
faith and toil that will be wrought by the ser-
vants of god when christ comes there willvill
be five foolish virgins and five wise

imyluy exhortation to every man woman anand
child that has named the name of christ my
ppositive0 command to you which I1 urge upon
you and which it is yourtour imperative duty to
hearken to and obey is tto0 so live every mo-
ment that there viiiwillvill not be a dark spot upontipon
your lives that you can say every night the
last is the best day I1 have ever lived god be
praised that I1 have been enabled to so live
hss day that I1 can go to sleesleep with a clear

conscience in short so live tatthat when youyolk
wake finn the spirit world you can truthfully
say 1 I could not better my mortal life were
I1 to liveilie it over again I1 exhort you for
the sake of the house of israel for the sake of
Zionwion which we aiealeare to build uptip to so live from
this time henceforth and foreforeververI1 thaithalthat your
characters may with pleasure be scrutinizednihed
by holy beings live godly lives which you
cannot do without lividliving moral live

A man can commit sinsin and return to the
lord andadd receive forforgivenessivaness but who has the
assurance that liehe willvill have power to repent
who has the right and privilegelegli grantedgranteilteji unto
him to swear or to take that which is not his
own and make use of it for himself 11I1 knowinownow
of no suchbuch right who has a nightright to commit
adultery if any one has such Za permit from
the almighty bring it forth and let us read i
to the that we may know it who i

haslias a right to bear false witness who haihas
a right to defile himself by getting drunk ijif
you have this right let us see it if yoli have
aat rlnightrightbt to disgrace your wives and chilchildrendiendlen
itift taethe eeyeses of the peopleeule and god sasays ittaitlait fa


