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V T ii but whenwh n I gotot

i 0oJ thelh spotput undlint sawlaw
lJ thelilt hithll crowd

11 iround tilethe window
1 ml a talll II bluecoat
JUtjust opposite with

I eycells working the fourour waysway ofoto the
Itft somehow gotgt Into my knees

laidnd made themthern wobbly asala a marionmarion-
ette

mario-
nettietteetti That whatwhalhat spoiled It When
my nerves do nILt turn theythe want thetho
wholehole stage antI work It all overoer mem tilttill
ImI m dentdeaf dumb blind and numb
NadirsNn ls would havehavo raved ItIf hed knownknowII

hutbut Ittt was mighty different with
him having watched tho
baby fortor weeksweek and mo with only thutho
velvetelvet suit andfLu yellowellow curls totu woio0 by
Tenfen yearsoars In Sing Sing fortor
pIng sound sono badbaI when youOll

r all ItI over coffee andamul mmn theth
corning but when it rIni inIII aII girls
earsIWIar when sheH going at her liral big
job It chokeschok Hut I v I tmh
daughterlaughter ofat Chailey foror nothnoth-

ing
noth-

Ing
noth-

Inging

TheTho ransom oldoM Copper
Ill11II giveIve fer that kidIdd IIIl1 make as1
ofat ye Meg and bloated ofot
every manInan jack ofat us hadsaI
mill And that meant oh It meant
enough to catenl an warm placeDInco to10 sJelpp

clean things to wear things
andnd1 fortor once a for thetile gani to
draw an long breath without fettling
like an bunch ofot white rabbitsrabbit aitoitO lt InIn-

the
In-

the
b

the open with the houndshound at their heels

That nerved meitie andattant I edgedu In closcloclos-

er
clo-

erer among thothe crowd IfIt Christmas 9 had
beenbe n thelie next daylIu Instead of uIt week
tIffoff thetha Jam around that

havehaft beenbees anynAY tl r Andnt
out ofat that jostling pushing swarm ofat
nurses mothers and children big1 1 and
little rich andund poor I to singleirile
out thetho with yellow
curls and un velvetclet It took Justjit
ten minutes ofot It to convince melilt thatthai

wanwao worse than an Idiot DismDis-

gustedly I turned to elbow myIW wayWRY

back to the curb when Yellow
tripped overoer myIII veryvaner feetteet

It takes a tonglongIon time to tell ItII hut
It taketako long In the doing to steptellstep-

In

step-

In
tell-

InIn between that midgetmillget andancl the woman
whosho wasWn graspingclaspingjIa foror him to pick upUll

Master Velvet and tucktue him under my
long cloak andall then toMelose myselfmelt antiand
him In that vastvaiL kindergarten Velvet

eveneon know who hUllhud him until
wowe were around the corner with room

fortor him to10 kick And thenthenna
youngster howling because his RuNenurse
IBhI tearing him awny from an toyshop laIa

too common na sight to excite suspicion
Thefhe burly policeman evenoven deign
to glance our wayWI Then thetha mite ofot
chloroform on mym aCL

I

harmless droprop did lt workvork and YelYetYel-

lowlow CurIoCuria drooped on my breast and
the big1111 cloakdonk Kept the secret tilttill I

reached my little denden-

II tossedtossell my bundle on the cot with aIt
touchlouch ofat bravado my lint big job done
without an hitch

Good girl Megregor an chip on thoIhotim

old block cried Nags as he bent overoyer
Velvet who layla In naI heavyheay drowsedrove

ForTor livefive he stood gloating
overocr the unconscious prize while I

watched him thrilled byb the namelime
thought Then suddenly to my horrorBorror Ir

sawrawaV the evil smileemlie onall hlahia face change
and n doubt faint atcit first buthut

growingTowing Into n terrible certainty creep
IntoInlo ItsIt II place With nnIn oath heho sprungsprang
to thetim child antiand grasping one ofot hishkhl
feetteet pointed aII shaking fingerOner ntat me

You youyomou he cried looklot here a
millionaires with holeshaleR In hishiehi
shoes darns In Ills1113 stockings

V
on histile coat you 1

With an gasp I loanedleaned1 nearer only
to confirm he sItsaid Velvet Ittt waswal
but velvet darned and patchedl threadthread-

barebare stockings andlint holesholee InIn-

the
in-

thethe stumpy little
Literally truck allalt ofot a heap I

sank down byb that cot and cried like
RJL baim while stamped around
tile room lIkeilkI na madman

Great you arelire hotie

taunted when hishllhi string ofat i

gave outomit Turning philanthrop-

isttt I reckon making ustm Into as pauperlimper
Oh yercr a1 talented

nutBut I had mym turn atnt things

nnutnext and ththrer many choice
loft aftafterr I gototat through I1

beenh n r I d byht the gangjung withwith-

out
with-

out
with-

outout ftn vocabularyv a ry Whenhenhen-

II edd both nomo to thetho endamid ofat our
I

ar ft quietedq u downdOln omemome I

WellSeit what rye doing withwith-

eryeter he askedul ed sneeringly

I1 carried out Instructions andline theIe
blunder Isla nsaB much your faultInuit analla minemimic

GetGot your headheal totl workmIrk and

when youve a5 scheme that showsshow
sense Ill do my part Im not scared

ofot any rt next time prove that
worth my while ThereThen Willwes no

cowing me and1111 It looked In the
facetac ns18a I1 ssasaidld It

satMt andamI thought furiously forfor-

a

oror-

aa minute hishla lingers drumming nervnerv-

ously

nerv-

ous

nerv-

ouslyous on hishi chairchoir ThenTIlen In hishim usual
calculating tonetono he beganbean to think
aloud Therell btip an ad ffererr him to
marrow morning Velvets people h v

seen better daysdare and ththyy wont be
gladRind to loseloe him They maymil be able
to10 ratioraise enough dough to make the
thingthin worth while No risk no raingaingain-

WellWell feed and keep the kid till1111 we seeaee

thotim gamesRames up then Father JoanJoltn oror-

tho

or-

tho

or-

thethothe river Keep1 lIp dark Mg34Me andInd aeeme ItIfIt-

e

it-

yeyee can make upUI ter the rummy trick
VO played uUIIII Ill look in itIf theres

anything doing And with that he
loftlet mome alonoalone with VelvetVein

Maybe It wallwag ththetha disappointment oror-

tho
or-

tho
or-

thethothe scolding8 I1 dont know butbul somesome-

how
some-

howhow mymr nerves gotlint to going again andand-

U
and-

RnsUR I1 sattat there looking atlitt that
steepingsleeping Infant the little faceaee allalt at
onceonro seemed curiously whitewhit the body
limp and lifeless The chloroforma
horrible coldcoM fearten mymay heart
andInd I lIS II to thetha cot

Babyflaby MyII own voice frightfright-

enedenedcoed mome It waswu BO8 shrill and scared
Not annn quivered Then with

7

hards g andnr myIlly hI i s krfl 1 kILk-

IngIngIulgIII like c I l ti t Ij minm-

iiold11 valetILIUmi undU It ov0 r

baby s fatetato ItH wan likeIlk g Into
thetho wn after a taste nffitc aIi dundun-

geon
dun-

geongeonleon when I saw1411 theth whitewhile Uplipe openoen
and the lootlong1011 lasheslub lift In thothe tuskdusk

of the gloomy room all hebe could see
1I suppose wasasa AI womans fatefaceact and

hair asal I bent overovel himhEm That what
mads hishim armsarm go10 up In SUChsudi 1a happyhapY
waylitm asaa heh Mother

I suppose11 it wowas silly of mem but ana-

felt

a-

feltfelt the tearslerl comecorn usasI I lettat hishi littletittle
arms close around my neck and hUhb
moist Hp cling to mine the tintfirstIr t babybab
that r kissedkl eLl Meg Mariner

Th atis whatwhit Rit then and therethero
the man or woman who utteredoffered totie harmharm-

a
harm-

aaJ hair ofat that heatheal would haveIve
rue to dealeal with arid from that minute
one thought possessed memetto find the
woman whoho ownedl thosetholo kissesIdo the
woman who hathal darned and patched
and luv d oh hhi breathedd lovelov that
babybIl I

MidAnd heho was11 emiah a11 thing Me

brown eyeseye that trusted everything and
everybody an diminutive nose that
somehow poke ofat birth antiand breeding
Oh I1 know1 It even IfIt I was1111 raised on

the BastI Side sweetet full lips11 1 a3
mop of yellow curls the curlcurls that had
caused hisbl undoing poorhooT kidkid-

II once InIII a11 while 1111 larkdark
evil facetace would come between monio md
the boyshoys and give10 me thothe shudders
Father JohnsJohns or the river ho hadbad saidsil

and he knew asA wellwelt OHas I that the
river was lesslese to be dreaded

aga you I1 swore
undmid made the sign ofo the undand1

Meg Mariner hashu nevern or yetet bbeenen known
to break thattha oath How I wasatsU to prepropre-

vent
pre-

ventvent It soiso easyeuaye llY ascia thothe saying so
but 1I would somehow I would

HutBut herebore I waswa And hero was the
boby To hand him over to the police

as to land myself behind thotIme barsl tn
and lifelICe tastes good titlit 20 even IfIt oneona
has to10 gillfill ones by emptying
other peoplespeople pockets To answer
eelad that might appear Witswas Just asnil dandall
cerous I was ruiai11 helpless asliS thothe babybab
Hut I lose hope nilall night II-
lay

I-

lay
I-

laylay and thought and1 planned Iudand every
time I1 rom near despairing the prespres-
sure

pres-
suresure ofat that littlelit tie headhoadh would make meme-
metsetmet my teitetethth again Ills yellow curls
wore pillowed on mym arm he lay thorthero
until It ached but I loved the achenehe fortorfor-
liehelie calm as11 IfIt hed been on
his ownoln mothers breastbren t andIn trusted
me memc

It waswaa nearly morning when I thoughtthlu ht
ofot Sergeant nabHob ofot thetho
Army YesYell an queer friend fortor Meg
Mariner to have but the beat
friend nIl poor eVerover ownedll-
WeWe wentventent to10 school togethertos for I diddid-

KO

did-
go

did-
gogoKO to school onceones IfIt you dontclont bebe-

lieve
be-

lieve
be-

lievelieve merue I1 rancan show youOU a picture ofot
George Washingtonton presented to MardarMar-
garetgaret Mariner by her fortor being
a1 girl A4 good Hobflab

Well her NAirA mymayIn fatafa-

ther
aa-

timertimerther had said foror the more ye1 eddie
cate em the smarter rogues they behe
Why IfIt yo0 n mmtme wagWa NagsNag
we be safes ntat our

I

timelimo o0 wed be nIl lifelite InIn-

surance company
And soNO I went to school Just longlOll

I enough to10 learn to love cleanliness betbet-

tertomter than filth to love sunshine betterbettor
than gloomBloomnl to useu my wits totu gotKat thetime

better ofot stupidstupidityIt and to knowkilo HobBobBob-
II and despise him for hishll stupid beliefbelle

In goodness WhyShy helie evenIen believedh lIell
memao goodgoal Atnt heart Id battered that betiebe-

lieflieflIet pretty hardharI heavenheayn knows andILIIlItid
laughed InIII titShishi facetace when helie risked11 01 mlmeme-

toto bebo hishll I hadlist na1 picture ofcm mymy-

selfselfpelt Inlit a hideous collecting
pennies In Ita tambourine I1 know a
quicker quieter waysaywa of collecting penpen-

niesniesnies-
II seenBeen BobHob fortor months only

once or twicetice IdIII heardbeard hisbla bighiI funny
voicealee ringing out above thetho others onoil

the ItU would moanmen an
fight withIth my prideIrl e to appeal to him
now IdIll boasted so100 ofoC my easiereuler
way Hut thethc ghost ofotof-

a
ot-

a
of-

aa showIho when morning came andaid thetho
babybab sawaBW that I hishl mother
IllsHisHI maderoads nit limp ragrg ofat menieLmeII
hated myself worse than Hob hateshate sinlilli
HowlIow I1 coaxed for a harderhartler than
I ever coaxed DadIad to lot me outou t ofot ua1

when I camecaine homehOlM empty
handedbanded nutlint It until afterafler ua1

andane breakfastCut that a laugh riprIllrip-

pledpled over kimhll pretty tiplips again
I came across something wonderful

asall I undressed him I bad let himhInt
sleep In hishi clothes fortor covers arent

I plentiful In MegsICK apartment That
wasWill nothing more nor lessleall than a goldsold
locket underneath hishll little shirt atntat-
tached to10 a slender threadthreat ofot aB chain
Nags shrewd guess V elvet
people had sseenleenen better days came to10to-

memeIne then AsAu I1 pre lol the clasp of
the locket I dreaded to seepee the usual
luckslocks ofot h lr as clu ti

even to an female HutBut
facesaNI looked out oneone-

a
one-

RaR womans with thetime some wida
trusting eyeseye asai timethe the otherother-
aa mans youngyou II I and tinefine the nostril
proud theth lips asa sensitive asIIalaa girls

I knew It I crIed I could have
drawn an picture off them bothII-

TheThe baby peered down Into myInY handhane
Mother he cried antand then the haphap-

pypyIy laugh camecncn-
AA lineItne to headquartersheadquarter brought SerSer-

geantgeant BobJoll In k time hishi i

blue coat matching hishll eyesen In nite way
too startle one Men havehare no right to I

such eyes
In trouble little woman T helie askedliked

with a handhan laid on myrny
shoulder BobRob alwaysIwa actacta asameltIf there
were a greatratat hungry lionIton around the
corner lustjut waitingailing to eat meme-

I

01

I shook my headhearl sotNetot this thaitit
Dob the troubles In meIne ItsIltI aII funny
timingthinK tnt It fortor a thief to want to
return something gotot clear awayaWl
with

nutHut Hobnob only to hhearar oneon
word Dont callclI yourself that MartarMa-
rgaretgaret It hurtshurt Once In IiR whilehUll BobDohDoh-

I

railsroU me bybT the old school name mindandmind-

I

nd

I I1 never can hear It without holding
mym head a little higher

a tu

Itiras what If am wevi iint
citherither ofot tieUI Mink ththattt Hit
tillsthu timelime my mir I1 sipMlIP

posepolio icall1111H ItU insRiY lonion
sciencecl nce hurts woreewor Uati
appendicitisa II Us

I1 knew It would somesome-

daydaytIa itchDob gaveve a glad menm-
I

en-
II silenced hint with II 1looelc

It usual to hunhUIT ihII uo

appendicitisR I neneedl a1t d

tor quick will youoU bi uIt1

Flippant asI mymity wordsworde w iOIeo

tiey had ait serious Ii ill

It WIIt otsy to ionusore 1 to

thoetho e honest blue eyes that
hishili oldole schoolmate liedhud
rubbedrobbed an mother of her lliLliy

e tell memae MegMegIII-

wasWillwas never quick like youvou atit
guessingJu riddlesrIddle tsIs
yourour trouble andanti how tancan I

help Bobnob looked usItaa stern
RN his gentle mouthmojlli
letlut hImhIm-

orToror answer I took away
timethe crude screen that hidhili
the window Velvet
witMill In thethatim Hillutil playing with an
old cracked teapot andantI some lumps
of augur

what I stoletole was nilall II-

saidsaiduld
Forl or aR fulltull minutee HobBob never spokeo

buthut I could MOsee hlhihis blue oyes0 growroW

larklarl with pain antiand hishll hands go0 outomit

asIS IfIt hohe wanted to10 push awayawa the
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thoughts that wouldwoul come Hut at last
helie spoke

Meg you ilc that Every
word hurt him aneand meme-

II could face any time but notmint

Hobnob I venen look hisIIIui Wilyway aSIal I

stammered nutHut itIl waswall to beho for only
aR little while till a ransom wasIU paid
andard I1 meant to10 take suchsudi good1 care ofat
him Hobflab I a mistake

A heiih took me uplip eagerly
I knowknew what heh hoped and that mademad
It tillstill harder to goIJO onon-

IIL wn too have taken a1 rich mans
child and sotgot timethe wrong one

n baby Meg even a rich
mansmalis baby hasbaa a1 mother

I thought ofot thattbt liob honest
I I forgot that anyan one hishashas-
a

his-
aa motherI never hailhad oneont HobHob-

II knowknon Meg and hishim tonelont waswae
softMItt again asu he saidlalli It Hut cant
youou Imagine what that poor childschild

Dont I winced under that lashlab
I thought till my brain was

bruitedbruised T TintsTbt my trouble HobBob Ive
got to taketau him bock and you must
help me aggs wonwontt lift a finger un

lI1 there money In It nor let meInem fortoror
fearfar ofot theIh risk Find mene na1 place a
safe place where I can stay with the
baby tiltIII you find hihll mother YouYou-

can
You-

cancanran trust memeII wontont touch a thing
as long asa IveI rotlOt him Ill
anything you want Ill be goodlood till hishia
own mother hatha him satesafe and sound

Andnd thenIhen
Ill never trouble you again HoblIobHob-

ii ItsIt Sin King1111
I

Dont It waswal BobsBob turn to winewin
Dont sayy that I1 hope there wont

everIver be anyny more but If
there IsII I wantwiit to know It Ill help
you nownOl of coursecountII know Justjuit the
place and IllIU trusttruit youJOu Margaret you
know to the end of the world HutDut
you must como utat once

At on c Jimt what I wanted To
getIet alla bif JH came wasWM nil I

asked for nowno AsAM I pinned on my

hat I1 mawMW Hob studying Velvet and
heard him give unan exclamation

What an pretty boyhoyt
heIme 1 I asked with asns much

I asliS though IdI owned him

HobItoh had stoppedt to timethe child antand
waswa about to lift him upliP when Velvetalvet
waved him offoCt peremptorily Gvay
manInah helie saidlaid shortly Men MegIol play

And turning to10 memil helie hellheUI
out both armsarm an smile

Contradictory as It mayamyIna seseemm that
stupid fellowfello fairly beamed Halie loveslovoi
youIou Margaret he saidsaid-

II Know I cried glorying In thoth
ofo It AndAnti I lovo him

what mademarte me know how lIE must
felfeel ForI or a minute I revelledreveller Iniii ththothe
touch ofat the yellow curls toyrny
cheek

HobBob watched mamo keenly
know he saidRid

Incorrigible Bob he believed In me
yet

It waswile to10 an big country house overOer
In Jersey that HobBob took us and an soursur
faced housekeeper let us In atut the backback-

door
back-

door

I

door Bob had already told me thatthal shsh-

was
she

waswal an Army convert who thought It

only consistent with her serious concon-

victions
con-

victions
con-

victions to wear na sort of world withwith-

out
with-

out
with-

outout endand Amen expression habitually
and never permitted herself the levity
ofot a smilemlle

This IsII thetho new maid who to takeInk
MandysMandy place till he Is well JobHob

explained and thothe woman gave
a curt nodnoll Notot a question didld sheb

ask Sergeant HoblIob wasWIS sufficient guargunguar-

antee
guar-

anteeantee ofot my character poor Hob butbut-

II sawaw her glance restre t curiously upon

Velvet till It spokee up Ive nownowherehero
to leave my I saidsal
quickly to forestall HobBob Holie
do my lying fortor rnraemt he who had never
told eveneen nit white lie In hisimi lifelito WillVilt
you mind IfIt heh stays with memama-

sotsotNotot IfIt ye keepkoep him from under my
feetfHt wasvaswa her surly replyrep

ShedShell hoIw luckyInel y ItIf hodhed touch her old
feet I thought but sayay though
It trembled on my lipstips Velvet showedshowell
no desire to getset near tierher atu we went

If SOR
BvBy Wllmiss En rb r oiof Ih n W Ilz Story

through thetime bigbis househoue to our
attic room but dunclung feartearfear-

fully
fear-

fullyfullytully to mym lingerfitterOn er usJUt helie

trudged manfully up thetho

stairs What nit grand placeplace-

ItIt was cut glassKlasslaHs undand briebric
till youjouOU rest

and thethc sideaide board aII Tiffany

show castcaso ofat solid sliversilver and

goldKoldold Intim mythy minds eyeoye I

saw Meg Mariner
looseloone Inlii that pasture1

Pretty cried Velvet
pointing antill ecstatic linger

atitt thetime glittering array and

thenthou I came to I

MegMogIj but Margaret now andand-

In

and-

In

and-

InIn honor bound to10 be good

fortor HobsBobs sake and thetho

baba I1 felttolt thotime Itch go out
of mytoy lingers I grew blind
to thetile glitter deafIlent to all saesave
timetho still issmallmall voice

That house wasta a11 marcmacro ofat
stairs and corridorscorridor Where
thyth allnil led to was a Chinese
puzzle It gave memae nL head
ache trying to count
the doorsdoom But11 lit with allaM

the grandeur and luxury about It felt
lonely not a1 footfall soundsound-
ededel on thetho padded carpets ofot the longlone
hall not a laugh cameCaine tutu behind
thetho closedloser doors It might just as well
havehavo bebernn a tomb EvenKven thothe cooks
voice was nati4 as thet e long stopslop onon-

an
on-

ananun organorban her facetace antUI Ion asIS grin
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QCHRISTFRIST BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN

ItyIt steeple
Only one question did I venture to

put Who liveslIell hereheretoto which thetime
i housekeeper grunted a curt reply

Mister And when anotherr
query half tumbled after thothe Ural sueshe
transfIxed memae with a11 glare

MisterOUster DenbyDenb she
left me with curiosity burning a11 hole
In thetho roofroot ofot mym mouth

Poor Mrrr Denby I1 thought IfIt he
had to scatter himself over alluli that
house nutHut I1 took back thetho thought I

whenthen I found how helpless theth
master ofat thetho house WASwai SoS-
Otarfartar from beingbelna scattered MrIr
Denby spent his daysclays in a chair
hishl world bounded by fourtour walHwall
ofot onooneOn room Holie justJuit gloomy
helie WASas gloom as08 I tooklook his dinner to
him that night I felt aR chilichill creep downclown
mynwm spine as I motmet thetime dull hopelessness
ofot hista eyes

hiltslII bigbis easy chair wasWilli near thetime

window where helie could command ana-

view
a-

viewviewlow ofat thothe beautiful terraced lawnslawn
but It therethore that hehu looked
Leaning wearily harkbaric amongamonI hishi cushcush-
ionslonions he kept hishla ryes fastened hungrily
on na picture that hung on the wall

him When I could do so withwith-

out
with-

out
with-

outout attracting hilihI notice I1 stole a look

atnt It received the shockhock ofat my
lifelite

UIt waswa11 a flatnat frameframo enclos-
Ing

enclos-
IngIng nii1 portrait ofot a11 girl an freshtl h youngoung
facetaco with annn oreole ofot fluffy hairlint afI

browbronb and oyo wide brownbrown-
eyeseyeseyeneY 1 that looked fulltull of trust ofat everyevery-
thing

everevery-
thingthingthin and everyeverybodybody They werewore Vel
retaot eyesces and the face was the same
asall looked outoou ofat VelvetsVelvetIvet Ia ket

aggs havehavo known lilahis old
pardnerpar In nowno role of detective
It wannoM the strangest trick Fatete hailhad yetet
playedIia y eel meITIC but I wasnil toot excited to
think then howboa ridiculous It oilnit was
To be In thetho midst ofot aB hugehugo Mystery

with an capital M was enough toIIt make
my imagination run riot AllIl11 the
Laura Jean libbey romances Id11 ever

I

devoured were Insipid In comparison
I

When HobItoh came thethu next afternoon I1 I

greeted him with a11 triumphant nourishflourish i

ofotI my duster before I thought what naa-

right
1

right I1 must look with my tied upUI
In aI capcallca an huge apron giving
meInc thethin figure ofat a That
Inla what mademado nilmill thetho moremoio surprising
the lookluok of that
Iniii his blue eyes I Hushed uncomfort-
ablyably under that glance and I felt all atnt
once what a11 showhiow I1 was with
poking an sticky tacoface from behind timethe enen-

veloping
en-

veloping folds ofat that aptapronon

HutHul that wasvas thothe way1111 with HobBob soBOB-

Olong

so-

loamlongloam as I looked domestic he could adad-

mire

ad-

mire

ad-

miremire eveneen smudges onoil my nosenote
UPlIe wait fortor momu to begin but

said quietly Ive10 found them MeglIes
and they are poor verycry young and

And my eyes askeded

Brokenhearted hetie said half unun-

willingly
un-

willingly
un-

willinglywillingly
I1 felt mym breathebreath catch oddly I could

fairly seaseo that freshtresh cloudelclaude1

by myray cruelty Did youou tell her 1I

askede 1

It was hard not to holie returned
but It cute yet huehas

drawn offart but timethe police oreare working
onall thetho case and I endanger
youou even fortor her

How hohl shamedchanted me I could feelteel my

facetace growgrot hothot-

II1 offered to help lieie went on toto-

saosaosaxo morime frontfrom speakinghll Juttju t thenthru
AndAmidnd when wo can giveIIvo an reasonable

explanation I1 think I cancun take him
back without risk

Takelalle himhint now I dont deserve minianyany-

thingthing betterbeller I cried passIonately

JutHutut helie shook his headbond
Then listen and I told himhInt ofat timetho

Mystery upstairs
liob Is a0 little bit slow sometimes aridanti

persisted IIiIn wearing an openly Incred-

ulous
incred-

ulousulous smile asaa I1 dramatically told ofatof-

enmynwen discovery
Such annn Imagination helie teased

when I had finished relishes
unan anticlimax likelII o that andamid It l j
moiRe rather cross ItIf old In

therethero huhavehuye her lips glued togeth-

er
to etheth-

erer Id havehae thetho whole storystor out ofat hertierher-

II1 cried
SueShe been herohere long HobDoll

said thoughtfully Hut waswa
here fortor Ill riskusk herhor andall still
Incredulous ho loftlett memime

But story brought Winhim backback-

with
back-

withwith another look onIn hhlije lovetace lIeHe
wasivas nIt living point while
I fairly bristled with I1 toldtoll youjouoU BOSaosOs

ItU was anun old story furfor nitnil ItsHH trilltragtrag-

edyedy and suffering It funnyrunn how
everybody blunders In thetho eama old

wayW andnd nobody ever learns anyammy betbatbet-

tertertar Ofot coursecourso old man Denb 1 monnionmon-

ey
mon-

eyeycIt was atlit the bottombollom ofor It HonHere hubHob

brought In an moral which Is so80 detestdetest-

ably
detest-

ably I1 It
I

ably obvious that wont repeat
ThoThu youngoung fellow IIIIn thetIme was thetho

poorpour deemingde youngroun manluau thetime girlIrl theIho

proverbial heiress There wasivas thIhtIre
usual mountamount ofot jealousy to setsot theHIM

plot bubbling stolen money and unun-

just
un-

just
un-

justjust suspicioussuspicions
Only the girl still trusted In herbier hero

oh Velvet cant I1 roadread eyesoyes antiand
when thetho endoral camecaine It was hislili lot she
chosechos to suaveshare For three oarscars thetirth
poor rich old manmaim had nursnursedd hilthid JealJeal-

ousy and suspicion thenthon th real
thief was run to earth Then hadbind fobfol01

lowedlowe a fruitlessfruitiest search fortor thetire IllIII

used couple and sInce thetire youngyoun manmUll

hadlaid pride to match hhhlhi poverty It waswa
likelylike to gofO on Unless

Oh Hob I cried aias I saw thotire glorglor-

iousiousIou possibilities MfIfIe woWI can It

willstill make amends a little Juitt an little
wont It

AndAmid when ho nodded a1 n asssas-

sentsent I nearly squeezedd tImethe lifelIe out ofot
Velvet

1I did the retrest ofot thethc planning forfor-

us
for-

us
for-

usus Ive saidsate before JobHob laIs terribly
good but slow HutHilt It needed lilahis honIronhon-

estyestycatycst and earnestness to winwill overoer thatOut
wronged unhappy pairhair Perhaps
thetho mothers own lossImn mantlemade hertier felfeI
tImetheho more furor her lonely old but
It took HobBob to sayayn justjuit timethe right thing
Somehow HobsBobsJob words liine A wayWl ofot
sinking like seeds Into timeHie most rockylocky
soiloll and bearing fruit where It Is

least expected
I1 had to take Into my1113m concon-

fidence In nilalt hintbut oneomme timingthine TheTho manman-
tItinIIItI ofot her charity I t et
quiteunIte breadth enough to cover na MegMe

MarinerIf shesho had known sheairs would
probably havo kept oneonto eye on timethe

V

sliversilver As It waswn thethre newsnel asas-

good
as-

good
as-

goodgood as annn antidote to thetho acid ofot herlIr
1

composition Shu flew Into ai furytur ofo

preparation and mademode the cook brew
and bakebak fry amid steam rindAn

stewslew till between them theytirey drove tileinc I

damp andamid H outomit of thetho oldold-

houseI househoulle and mademallo tirethe longbug corridors
warm and fullfrill ofot odorsodor
Velvet frontfrom being sniffed atnl as the
childchillI ofot an nobody suddenly carnecame
Into hishla own with her Omitand wanivan fedted
tidbitstill hits until I1 trembled fortor thothe darns
IIIIn hishili shabby little frock I

And then when nightmight came the eve
i

ofot ththe big day I PlaYed sililtsi being
SantoSanta1 damnsClans fortor the first timna In myrny
lifelIe I knowknew It mynitIII place to be1

hanging that little stocking I
dare let myselfm think what Velvetelet
mother must be feeling on the night
that was Just madenindo foror babiesbabl nutHut I
meant that herbier Christmas should behe
beautiful enough to make up twoIwo
gifts such asna I hadlimit fortor her ought toto-

bbpbcb enough to win forgiveness for evenevanevan-
a

even-
aa1 hardened sinner like MeteMegh K Mariner I

I WASsins staking nilallIt II on hope I

HobBoll brought an armful ofot toys when
ho camo and thetine two of imWI acted
like after I hailhad puthut
Velvetelt to bedbcd lIvery other ChrIstmasChristina
eveO that I1 could remember but Im notriot
going to call uptip the horrorshorror IveIe burledburied
nil11 thoseIho dasda aridand wont ovenoen erectreut anaim

ePitaph to10 their memory
Christmas can make people happier

arril unhappier titanthan anyan other dayIla InIn-

the
In-

thethe year Ive learned Tolo theth poorioor
millionaire upstairs It might have been
his execution dayciaeln the way helie looklocked
I could see he dreaded to open hishimi eyeseye
on thothe worldworl1 though It was atI

World that dayny colcold1 aantand4 trotwith Mother e na iffeoutliersfeathers down now andana thenIhn In a frofro-

In

frolroltortsort ofut waytray
In spite of mo1111 KR MerryMerr

would comecomae bubbling over mymay n 11 aLI went in with his breakfast Imight JustJuit asM well have dashed Icwater In lilahishI fareface ItIf e I

MegMes Mariners
would havehenc been prettyprelly iiiIiby tirethe oneono hoha0 litIt IIlieHe mallmade me shut the window h
BOIOIa that ho hearhoar theti churlbollsbelie andamid I ifIt lieheo IOUi Iilieddhavehao put hisIris ears Iniii hishili ket iknowlinow something that would clai aljthat In ana twinkling anti I1 coullcoul hardly
Waltwait till the big moment mmcame

WhenWhon thothe doorbell Egate16e Its whirr
downlown Iniii thotire kitchen evenevent
wontwent crimsonon with excitement andammil

listened breathlessly I
1

thetIme door that admitted
fortor many nni dayclay

There stood tiretho lady of my pi luretur
Ilimolknewnov horher In a11 minute jii mu t in1131Jt tintillth
freshfrosh sweet any i i K r v

sweet tacoface still butbUl thin tinLII whitewhit
and to0 wan my heart thatthaI i1 I I V

tillfull to burstIng nil nayday Bankeuksa m Ii u a
lump ofot lendlead Velvets finIIInir liftS
with hor shabby andarmil it i kiu
usmrs though heho had been illIII litH iiteu lip
manhad aI proud curve heire bOleboie a
that hurt still I could see

Huthint the proud look nilall went W oll th
twoIwo ofot them caught ft
crushed antiami broken oldlid inIii if j1

lips smiledmillIell tr I
V

II-

I1I suppose
1 hhI ja

queer trembling warswag allail tiIt
theythoy could makemalte Hut It wv

irisIlls Christmas present ftii II i I jj-

arms
hit

arms and thun I lbI i i

ItH wattins duskduck when I mt i I It I
announce dinner I1 dithii nIt
enough buthut my nerves WitWI
and I felttell lightheaded In nilIh

aslIS I raced downstaIrs agaIn tottl in arm
my tableau

AVee hudbud fairly slaved overoero r ti a t il
but thetime result mademad us f 0 iIiII I

tiredness WoVo hadIrad i I Ff rr-
HOHOshow case on to thothe nii r I i1
It looked nsliS JfItf nit ma V d

mondsRI limits hallhail emily IFieI i il I rIr-

a
j11 3

a11 bunch ofot long 1 rr-
In

V

Iniii nR VIde aridand mingled i 1

with the tl11thiti m1 iz n 1i
fromcorn the hollyholl onun thothe clichIlii V I i I lt

It vasoalas lovely nutHut tirethe DMIII I ijj-

ItIt stood onott01 the big dashchilli 11til fe I 15

placelilace aIL little mil In11 HIL sill V I

frock and Bobs array earal i I ii Vi

goldcold curlscurie that danced with iL il10

3

excitement In eachach hanlhimh m 1i a I 0 i1

drum stick with which hlie I
V

1Ie 1I

boredbore an toyto drum his t t hI t1 g utI

hishits ripplingri au1111a ii ai nr p u

mintmeat to thetho vigorous IfIt j u1

10 ild onlyalii havho seenoen himhlll
HobItoh amid I1 had ouroar u t ii r nnt

thethoth chumIhla andaint I cuucuii ffV i mym

heart thumping againstt hitukhl un1 I I I u V

V u

nutlimit woweO sinSat tl1100o VI1 eae-

scenescene tho wondering gru si u g

fortor a moment Ininn thetIre do r o I n JJ-

andand amazed oldohl Denby till K i g r rI

i to hUhi n nl i

gleam ththatit IFi Ih ttil n

II andamid then the gigildgil1 Krry

made altall thatho cut classglasa ring AsA tinth

slight girlish figurelIgurelI Ure ran likiIlk nee vir

the length of thetine 1longlingng tibin aiIIa I1

gathered the little i i ttlti h
Vi

breast 1 hoke1 AntAnd 11
V

u I

seeBel anyan longer I turn 1 alii hid

mym eyesereM onall HobsHohs shoulder
Quicker titanthan thought hehp gripped ard

held me close and In thit I1

ceasedcease forever to feeltool mIns lf a ppoprorrr-

IonIonbet
h rMCant youOU BOO Megrc hhe

with hishla lipslil clou Jg myfl ear t oua

know1110 now that thorestherell notnodnIttingmeme-

so

halthalf

so big and beautiful In all thetha worldorld

nsOs lovelovu
AndAmid than atataC last I knewkno
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