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it is just five hundred years since

the first cannon were used in russia
and on the of november the
fifth centennial was celebrated with
great pomp at st petersburg the
words of the czar on that occasion
have naturally attracted duchat

but they can give satisfac-
tion only to those who do not look
very far ahead in the worlds poli-
ties

poli-
tics it is impossible for any hu-
mane person to contemplate war
between nations especially on the
colossal scale and subject to the
wondrous conditions under which
it must now be conducted with
other feelings than those of un-
speakable auciantipathypathy and repug-
nance there is no cure for a
bloodthirsty politician so effectual
as personal experience of warfare
perhaps it was a beneficent arrange-
ment that the franco prussian war
of 1870 brought princes and states-
men as well as soldiers into the
actualities of the carnagecarDage perhaps
this is the reason why the peace of
europe has been preserved as long
as it has

it is certainly a remarkable cir
cury stance that at the very moment
alexander III is petitioning
heaven to save him and his people
from the horrors of war hihis3 gov-
ernment is more active than ever in
pushing forward those armaments
which indicate that a terrible war
is impending everybody knows
that the army of russia could be
reduced to a peace footing without
the russian empire incurring any
danger of invasion neither ger-
many nor austria nor italy nor even
england would seek to quarrel with
russia invade her soil or curtail
herber territories

it is this which renders not
austria alone butbuc the whole world
so exceedingly vigilant and sensi-
tive in regard to russian arma-
ments it is well known how
enormous are the military levies of
that vast empire what immense
sums are spent in perfecting her
military organization and what
an I1imposingg number of armed men
she would bring into the field

even the maintenance otof forces
such as russia has kept under arms
for several years past has been I1in-
compatible

n
with the theory that

russia is a pacific and conservative
state that respects either public
treaties or territorial arrangements
notwithstanding the professions of
alexander III russia is not con-
tent with the formidable military
power she now holds but is contin-
ually adding to it the russian
minister of war has just issued an
order for arming with heavy artil-
lery all the fortsforte in the black sea
and the sea of azof with the
greatest expedition large addi-
tions are being made to the garri-
sons of odess i and kleffkieff and the
black sea fleet is continually being
strengthened by fresh gunboatsgun boats and
torpedo vessels if russia were
threatened by the fear of
wanton invasion if germany
or austria hadbad at any time
proposed to establish the an-
cient city of poland or restore any
of the conquests of rus-
sia to their original owners
this attitude and their armaments

would be intelligible Asaa it is18 they
cannot be reconciled with any genu-
ine and passionate love of peace
why france continues to devote
such sums to the de-
velopment of her military power is
well known to everybody since she
makes no secret of her determina-
tion to regain her lost provincesprovincesatat
the first favorable opportunity and
germany may excuse her prepara-
tions as purely defensive but
russia has no lost provinces to re-
cover no surrendered territory to

no injured military pres-
tige to reestablishestablishre no national self
love to console by future victories
europe believes it Jsis only in pursuit
of fresh conquests andaad additional
territory that russia contina 8 to
increase her fighting force the
policy of russia remains undunchangedhanged
undand that policy includes the asser-
tion of russian domination in
the balkan peninsula and rus-
sian influence at constantinople to
the exclusion of every other power
and further russia isia rapidly pre-
paring to enforce these assertions
with the power of her arnit how-
ever much the czar may express a
pious hope for the maintenance of
peace

there is scarcely a schoolboyschool boy who
has not heard of robinson crusoe
even those of riper years will re-
member with what rapture they
read that narrativenara tive in their youthful
days with a relish akin to
this feeling all euroveeurope is now
reading the adventures of stanley
the

1

great african explorer the
1lettersetters that have reached europe
increase and strengthen the world-
wide sympathy with which his pro-
gress and adventures have been
followed his letters evince a
terseness and modesty of literary
style wonderful power of vivid and
picturesque description strong de
terminationtion keen insight into
character the highest attributes
of a commander the skill and
tack of a diplomatist these
are the qualities that mr stanley
has manifested one sentence from
his letters is sufficient to disclose the

his work when he speaks
of that darkest region of the earth
one great compact of remorselessly
sullen forest the growth of an un-
told number of ages swarmingmink at
intervals with immense masses of
vicious man eating savages 11

round the illustrious german
whom stanley went out to rescue
a great deal of interest and cucuriosityaiosi ty
is gathered what stanley has to
say of emin pasha will therefore be
read with the utmost attention the
conference for the suppression of
the slave trade is now in session at
brussels the persons composing
this conferencece have already re-
solved to continue their sittings or
to adjourn from time to time until
the arrival of stanley and Eeminmin

I1

PashaAn interesting ionis an
abed when cardinal lavigerieLavigerie

representative of france emin
pasha the representative of ger-
many and stanley who in reality
is representative of both england
and america shall maettomeet to compare
notes and discuss the question of the
slave trade and the opening up of
the dark continent to the forces of

civilization somebonte surprise has
been expressed in some quarters
especiallyally by british journals that
emin pasha should have hesihesitated
so long before accepting Stanstanleyleyss
proffered aid but a moments
thought will be sufficient coshowto show
us that emins conduct was per-
fectly reasonable no doubt emin
was personally veryvery glad for the
sympathy manifested toward him
but there were other considerations
that caused him to vacivacillatelate for sev-
eral months meanwhilewhile Stanstanleyleys
forces were rapidly diminishing
and it is a praiseworthy trait
in Stanstanleyleys character that
he waited so long until it
became manifest to all even to
emin pasha that he had not only
lost control of the country that he
had held so long but was likewise
in danger of being killedhilled by his
mutinous troops As is well known
emin pasha was acting under the
direction of the german govern-
ment and patriotic motives would
make him reluctant to surrender
those rich african territories to the
cont ol of the english As a ger-
man emin pasha would fain have
carried aut Bis marcks dream of a
great african colonial empire

the speech of king humbert to
the italian chamber of deputies on
november has called attention
towards italy it is scarcely thirty
years slsincenee italy consisted of half a
score of petty kingdoms dukedomsduke doms
republics and principalities the
record of the struggles of italian
unity and independence between
1869 and 1870 is one off the most in-
terestingte of histories king hum-
bert very tersely remarked in his
late speech laita my fathers reign
italy achieved unity in mine her
citizens have obtained equality
it is noteworthy that italy is the
only european kingdom possessing
universal manhood suffrage

visitors to venice will remember
the tonestone abutments in some places
that were used to keep some of the
walls of the ancient palace of the
dogesboges in their position well dur-
ing the past summer the italian
government has been expending
large sums of money to repair the
foundations of this old venetian
palace on november the work
was finished and the scaffolding re-
moved and now this grand old pal-
ace that mr ruskinbuskin has extolled as
one of the greatest triumphs in
architecture stands just as it stood
one thousand years ago not a carv-
ing has been changed nor form
of a column been altered
1in some cases incurably broken
arches have been replaced by
exact fac similes and in order to
preserve the uniformity of appear-
ance the very stains and marks of
time and weather arvar reproduced
for the first time in centuries the
building has been relieved from the
degrading aid of props and staysstaysandand
stands as it stood in the days of the
crusaders the aphrest specimen of
grecian architecture the best illus-
tration of those magnificent palaces
thatthatonceonce adorned ancient imperial
rome
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