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It is just five hundred years since | would be intelligible. As it is they

the first cannon were used in Russia,
and on the 2lst of November the
fifth centennial was celebrated with
grent pomp at 8t. Petersburg.  The
words of the Czar on that oceasion
have naturally attracted much at-
tention, but they can give satisfnc-
tion oniy to those who do not look
very far ahead in the world’s poli-
tica. It is impossible for any hu-
mane person {0 comtemplatu war
between Datlons, especially on the
colosgal scale, and subject to the
woudrous conditions under which
li must nmow he conduected, with
other feelinge than those of ub-
speakable autipathy and repug-
napce. There i8 Do cure for a
bloodthirsty politician so effectunl
as personal experience of warfare.
‘Perhupa it waas a beneficent arrange-
ment that the Franco-Prussian war
of 1870 brought prinees and stales-
men, as well as soldiers, into the
actualities of the carnage. Perhaps
this ia the reason why the peace of
Europo has been preserved as long
as it has.

It is certninly a remarkable cir-
cumstance'that, at the very moment
Alexander I11. is petitioning
heaven to save him and  his people
from the horrors of war, his gov.
ernment is moie active than ever in
pushing lorwnrd those armamenis
which indicate that o terrible war
is imgending. Everybody koows
that the army of Russix could be
reduced to n peace footing without
the Russian empire incurring any
danger of invasion. Neither Ger-
many nor Austrla,nor [taly noreven
Epgiand would seek to quarrel with
Russin, invade her soll, or curtail
her territories.

It is this whkich renders, Dot
Austria alone, bug the whole world,
8o exceedingly vigilant and scosi-
tive in regard to Russian arma-
ments. It is well known how
enormous are the military levies of
that vast empire, what immense
Frums are spent in perfecting her
military organization, aud what
an imposiog number of armed men
she would bring into the field.

Even the maintenauce ot forves,
such as Bussin bas kept under arms
for several years past, hos been in-
compntible with the theory that
Russia isn pacific and conservative
state, that respects either publio
treaties or territorial arrangementa.
Notwithstanding the professions of
Alexander I11., Russia is not con-
tent with the formidable military
.power she now holds, but is contin-
ually adding to it. The Russiun
miniater of war has just treued an
order for arming with heavy artil-
lery all the forts in the Bilack Sea
und the 8ea of Azof, with the
greatest expedition. Large addi-
tions are being made te the garri-
song of (kless: and Kieff; and the
.Black Sen fiect in continually being
strengthene 1 by fresh gunboats and

torpedo  vessels. If Russin were
threatened by the fear of
wantoa Invasion, if Germany
or Austrin had af any time
proposed fto establish the am-
clent city of Poland or restore any
of the - conguests of Rue-
sin  to . their origival owners,

this attitude and their armaments

cannot be reconciled with any genu-
ine and passionute love of peace,
Why Frunce continues to devote
auch exhorbitant sums to the de-
velopment of her military power ia
well inoyn to everybody,slnce she
' makes no secret of her determing.
tion to regnin her lost provinces at
the first favorable opportunity, and
Germany may excuse her prepara-
tione a8 parely defensive. But
Russia has no lost provinces to re-
cover, no surrendered territory to re-
couguer, no injured military pres-
tige to re-establish, no mational self-
love to console Wy future victories.
Euro,e belleves it is only in pursuit
of fresh conquests nad additional
territory that Russin econtinu s to
increase her fighting force. The
policy of Russia remains unchanged
wnd that policy inchides the asser-
tion of Buesinn domipation in
the Balkan Peuinsula and Rus-
sinn influence at Coustantinople, to
the exclusion of every other power.
And further Russin iz rapidly pre-
paring to enforce these assertions
with the power of her arms, how-
ever much the Czar may express a
pious hope for the maintenance of
pence.

There is scarcely a school-boy who
has not heard of Robingon Crusoe,
Even those of riper years will re-
member with wﬂat rapture they
rend that narative in their youthfui
daye. With a relish akin to
this fecling all Kurope s now
rending the adveutures of Stapley,
the great African expiorer. The
letters that have reached Europe
increase and strengthen the world-
wide sympathy with which his pro-

rees and adventures have been
ollowed. His letters evince a
tersenesa und modeaty of literary
style, wonderful power of vivid and
pivturesque description, strong de-

tecmination, keen insight imto
character,’ the hLighest attributes
of a communder, the skill and

tack of u Jiplomatist — these
are the qualities that Mr. Stanley
hns manifested. One sentence from
his letters is sufficient to discluse the
natureof his work, when he speaks
of “‘that darkest region of the earth,
one great compact of remorselessly
sullen forest, the growth of anun-
told wumber of ages, swarmiok at
Intervals with immense masses of
vicious man-eating snvages.’’
Round the illustrious German
whom Btanley went out to rescue,
a grent den! of interest and curiosity
ia gathered. What Stanley has to
aay of Emin I'nsha will therefore be
read with the utmost attention. The
conference for the suppreasion of
theslave trude Is uow in scssion at
Brugsels. The persons composing
thie ' conferecce have alrendy re-
solved to comtinue their sittings or
i to adjourn fromn time to time until
the arrival of Stanley and Emin
Pusha. A n interesting occasioniaan-
ticijated when Curdinal Lavigerie,
represcotative of France, Kmin
Pusha, the representative of Ger-
many, and Btunley who in reality
is represeutative of both England
and America, shall meet to compare
noter and discues the question of the
slave trade, and the opening up of
the Dark Continent to the forces of
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civilization. Some surprise has

n .expressed in some qunrters,
especially by British journals, that
Emin Pasha should have hesitated
80 long before accepting Btauley’s
proffertd aid. But a moment’s
thought will be sufficient to show
ug that Emin’s conduct was per-
fectly reasonable. No doubt Eniin
was personally very glad for the
syufpathy manifested toward him, .
but there were other considerations
that eaused hjm to vacilate for sev-
sral months, Mennwhile Stanley’s
forces were rapilly diminisbing,

and it {8 a praleeworthy triit
In  Bianley’s character  that
he waited s0 long, umtil it

became mauifest to all, even to
Emii Pasha, that he had uot only
lost control of the country that he
had beld w0 long, but was llkewise
in danger of being kilied by his
mutinous troops. As is well known
Emin "asha was acting under the
dircction of the German govern-
ment, and patriotic motives would
make him reluctant to surrender
those rich African territories to the
cont-ol of the English. As a Ger-
man, Emin Masha would fain have
carried vut Bismarck’s dream of a
great African coloninl empire,

The speech of King Humbert to
the Italinn Chamber of Deputies, cn
November 26th has called attention
tewarda Ltaly. It isscarcely thirty
years since [taly consisted of bhalf o
score of petty kingdoms, diikedoms,
republics and princi lities. The
record of the stroggies of Italian
unity and independence between
1859 and 1870 is one of the most in-
teresting of histories. King Hym-
bert very tersely remarked in his
late 8 h, “Ia my father’s reigu
Ttaly achieved unity; in mine her
citizens have obtained uality.??
It is noteworthy that I:;]ly is the
only Furopeau kingdom possessing.
universal manhood suffrage.

Visitors to Venice will remember
the stone sbutments in some places
that were used to keep some of the
walls of the ancient palace of the
Doges in their position. Well, dur-
ing the past summer the Italian
government has been expeuding
Inrge sums of money to repair the
foundationa of this old Venetian
palace. On November 215t the work
was finished and the scaffolding re-
moveti, and now this grand old pal-
ace, thnt Mr. Ruskin has extolled as
one of the greatest triumphs in
architecture, atauds just as it stood
one thousamilyears ago. Not a carv-
ing has been changed nor form
of a column been altered.
In some cases ineurably broken
arches have been replaced by
exact fac similes, and io order to
preserve the uniformity of appear-
unee, the very staina and marks of
time and weather are reproduced.
For the first time in ecenturies, the
building has heen relieved from-the
degrading aid of props and staysand
atamds as it stogd i the days of the
Cruanders—the |wirest specimen of
Grecian architecture, the best illus-
tration of those magnificent pniaces
that once adorned ancient imperial
Rome.

J. H. WARD,

EuRoPE, Dec. 2, 1889.



