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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

MARCH 1843

march lol10 I1 with WR ichards W woodruff
and many others about 7 pm discovered a
stream of the south west quarter of the
heavens its pencil rays were inin tthethaT e form of a
broadswordbroad sword with theggshiltht downward the blade

i

raised pointing from the west south west
raised to an angle of 45 degrees from the hori
zonton and extending nearly or within 2 or 3aj
degrees to the zenith of the dedegreedereeree where the I1

sign appeared this sign gradually disappeared
from 717 adockodock and at 9 had entirely disap-
peared As surebure as there is a god who sits
enthroned in the heavens and as sure as he
verevervcr spoke by me so sure will there be a
speedy and bloody war and the broad sword
eenseen this evening is13 the airesire sign thereof
last night I1 dreamed thitthat a silver headed

old man came to me and addbilds ildiid therthereewaswas a mob
force coming upon him and he was likely to
lose his ilfelife he had heard that I1 was a lieuten-
ant general hid the command of a large force
and that I1 always sought to defend the op-
pressed and I1 was alsoaho a patriot and disposed
ioto protect thetiie innocent and and
wanted I1 should protect him and he had come
to hear with disown earscars whatnihat I1 would say to
himbim I1 told him I1 wanted some written docu-
ments to shew the facts that they are the
aggressors and I1 ronlddonldwould raise a force sufficient
to protect him thitthat I1 would collect the legion
the old man then turned to go from mebbenmewme whenhenben
hohe got a little distance he suddenly turned
again and said to me 11 youu must call out the
legionlenon and he would havehavethethe papersers ready
whenwienwren I1 arrivedarrivee andanti says he rlt aphanehahaveve any
amount of men which you can have under
jouryour cocommand 11

I1
A shock of an earthquake fitfibf itlt in lanca-

shire england and on the isle of guernsey
producing considerable alarm

the papers teem with accounts of singularhingul
phenomena fearful sights arc seen in all pazpaypans
of the world

saturday 11 very cold last night the
water froze in the warmest rooms in theth city

at 9 am I1 started in company with bro
brigham young to ramus and had a delight-
ful drive arrived at bro at a quar-
ter to four lodiodlodged with bro benjamin F john-
ton

john-
son in the evening I1 pulled up justus A
morse the strongest man in ramushamas with one
hand at pulling sticks

it is reported in the papers that the work-
men employed on the general pratt which
was burnedburnea and stinksunk last fall near memphis
in the mississippi with a divindiving bell on the
3rdard of january found the wreck in about 4 ft
wateronkateronwatcroneron that night was an earthquake next
day the wreck had disappeared no trace could
beie ffound and th water was from to ft
deep and for about ft no bottom and in
another place a bar was discordiscoveredered where
previously was deep water

the new york herald publishes the visi-
on y in poetry ac also miss eliza R snows
festival song an unusual act of liberality
towards the sammitsfits for a publisher

sunday 12 I1 preapreachedclied to the saints in
ramus lnin the morning taking for a text
chapter of john 2ndand verse cindinin my fathers
holsehoiseho lseise are many mansions 73

I1 found the brethren well and in good spirits
in the afternoon br brighambrighamahara preached staid
at bro B F johnsons all night

elder G J adams hannsbanns been called to
nauvoo 1200 inhabitants of boston petitioned
for ewerselders 111 1 C kimball atand 0 hyde to come
and labor in that place A similar petition
was absals 5 sent from salem massachusetts by
elder i snow

monmoa 13 I1 wrestled with william wall
the most expert wrwrestlercatler of ramuskamus and threw
him

in held a church meeting al-mon IVW babbitt waawasras appointed bybr the voice of
the people xiialithe6 esideedidipresidingng elder of taj place

in theethae meatmeet iriz 27 wenwere
blesaedl 19 ivohp I1 blessed lysett wo
greitgreat fervency vi out af me anday

strength left me when I1 gave up the meeting
to the brethren

mercury was 3 dedeg below zero at sunrise in
nattNatinauvoo

mr ivinsivina arrived at nauvoo and stated
that portporteder rockrockwellwellweli came with him from new
jersejersey to st louis when porter was arrested
by advertisement on the ath of march and put
in st louis jail

elder hyde gone to quincy to preach
newspapersNews pipersapers report that iron filings and sul-

phur have fallen in the form of a snow storm
in five counties in missouri

tuesday 14 elder J M grant enquired of
me the cause of my turning pale and loilalosing9
strength last night while blessinblessing children
I1 toldtold him thatthit I1 saw that L exert
his influence to destroy the children that I1 was
blessiblessinmrsr and I1 strove with all the faith and
sspiritirit that I1 had totp seal upon them a btblessingessingtratthat would secure their lives upon the earth
and so muchanch virtue went oltwit of me into the
children that I1 became weak of which I1 have
not yet recovered and referred to the case of
the woman touching he hem of the garment
of jesus luke chapter the virtue
here referred to is the spirit of life and a maninah
who exercises great faith in administering to
the sick blessing little children or confirming
is liable to become weakened

elder B young and myself returned from
damns and after a severe cold riderifle in a heavy
snowenow storm arrived in Nauvoo about 4 pm

mr wilson the assessor for the county of
hancockancockII assessed a number ofot lotslota to dr
willard richards which he hadhat previously
assessed to me as trustee in trustrust in order
no doubt to collect taxes twice for the benefit
of his own pocket or to make troubletroubietro ibieible to the
mormonscormonsMormons about which the 0 letter
was written

MR BAGBYbagalay
sir I1 received an anonanonymousy letter this

porformorningning which was dated at warsaw request-
ingin an immediate answer I1 know not who
to direct the answer to but as it appearsappears to be
concerning taxes I1 suppose it most probable
thitth it you are the person and direct my answer
accordingly

1 I received your letter from carthage and
requested mr clayton to answer it which he
did stating tthehe facts in the casecaseb which in
substance I1 will repeat

in the year 18422 1 had no taxable property
in illinois real or personal

1I never gave mr wilson the assessor a
list bvby which to assess lots to me if I1 ever
gavecaveeave himhimangadvavy list it waswaa to assist him in the
information whatwhit lots to assess to the trustee
in trust 1 and for no other ppurpose which
mr witsonwilson very well knew at thetile time androwand nomnow
knows it

yon ask what shall I1 do with the lots
I1 answer theythay are lotsiota which on another part
of your list are assessed to the trusttrusteeee inin
trust or mrsir smith and doubtless it would
be the most just and equitable course for the
assessor to correct his error and letlit the mat-
ter rest where it was originally1 but if this
cannot be you must take ilyourur own course itis
not for me to adviseadviss you in your ddutyty butbat of
thisthia I1 can advise you that I1 havethaveahave not the firstfirs
farthing of personal property liable to ttaxation
in this county or to be sold for tamesytaxes this side
of eternity i

yours respectfully
IV RICHARDS P

at about halfhalt past 7 in the eveneveninginz
the sword which had made its appearance for I1

several evenings past moved up near the moon
and formed itself into a large ring round the
moon two balls immediately appeared in the
ring opposite each other something in the
forinfonn of sun dogs aaas iain the following dia-
gram
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theile outer part of parhellon was much more brilliant than the inner
R D foster says that at 11 the circles interinterwovencroven around the moonnoon were innu-

merable
above igIs a diagram of one of the signs

power and combination of nations
wednesday 15 I1 wrote a letter to G Jadams and signed several deeds
in the office mostmoat of the day gave the fol-

lowing name to the wasp 11 enlarged as Is
contemplated theinthe nauvoo neighbor our

i
motto the saints singularity is unity liberty
charity the following iais an extract from
the prospectus of this date

we feelicel pleasure in announcing to our
readers andine public generally that we have
determined to enlarge the wasp to double its
size as foonpoon as the present volumevolume shallhall be
completed which will be on the of april

it made its appearance in the world near
twelve months ago small in stature dressed in
a very humble garb and under very inauspicious
circumstances etwasit was then thought by manymany
that its days would not be longiong in the land andaad
that at any rate it would not survive the sickly
season many of its eldreld r brethren who
thought that they had attained to the size of
manhood sneered contemptuously at the idea
of their smaller and younger brother taking the
field and like davids brethren they thought
that he was but a stripling and that he would
certainly fall by the hand of some of the great
GolGodollahllahlahs but on til contrary whilewhiiehile some of
advanced years noble mien and possessing a
more formidableforr appearance have given up the
ghost the little wasp has held on the even
tenor of hishia way the untiring unflinching1 stisup-
porter of integrity righteousness aandnd tructruth
neither courting the smiles nor fearingfearin the
frowns of politicalCM demagogues anangrygry parti
zana nor fawning sycophants partaking so
much of the nature of the industrious bee it
has gathered honey from every flower and itsita
pages are now read with interest by a large
araland respectableactable number of subscribers

aa the young gentleman liii now ilafla yearkiweelwe oa fushushy to put hohm oaoz

afof the times designed to represent A union of

a new dress and to make him double the size
I1 that he may begin to look up in the world and
not be ashamed of associating with his older
brethren and as he has acted the part of a
good samaritan we propose giving him a new
name therefore his name shall no lonarconf ar be
called the WASP 1 but the NEIGHBOR

I1 prophesied in the name of the lord jesusjesua
christ that porter rockwell would get away
honorably from the missouriansMissour ianslans and cautionedcautions
peter hawes to correct his boys for ifit he did
not curtcurbcurtailaalllail them in their wickednessess they
would eventually go to prison

I1 dreamed last night that I1 was swimminginmingC
in a river of pure water clear as crystal over
a school of fish of the largest size I1 ever saw
they were directly under my belly I1 was as-
tonishedtoaitoni shed and felt afraid that they might drown
me or do me injury

th wasp has the following editorials
whatwhit reliance can be placed upon a legis-

lature that will one session grant a charter to
a city with perpetualPERPETUAL succession 1 and

I1 another session take it away IVwee expect
however that this honorable body believe in
the common adage promises and pie crusts are
made to be broken and wawe havo sometimessometimeP 8
ourselves seen boys cryingbryin for their mantmaltmaraleabiesbles
again after they have given them away

we suppose however with them that the
wordsyoriyort perpetual do not mean what

theythey sayaay the house in the dignity of its
1Paases a bill at the request of the

people telling them thitthat they shall have a
charter granting them certaingertain privileges and
tellintellingX them tothatthab it shshallallali be perpetual without
any repealing clauseclauso it is madeenado a law of
andana the grand seal of state apappendedended ti fi
the people on the good faith of lethe sate go
to arkwork and improve under the provisionprovisions3 of
thatehat charter companiescompanieg are oruiorcierforraied4 baudinbu

are erected and money expended but bbyy andnl
by they find outoat tthathat they have leenbeenbeen leleaninganiri
upon a broken reed that there is no dependence
to be placed in govgovernmentemment that they hahaeshave
broken their most sacred promises violated
their plighted faith and wantonly and wicked-
ly sought to injure thousands of men who relied
on their promisespromised by an unprecedented un-
constitutional and tyrannical law trampling
under foot the faith of the state and virtually
saying that the members of the legislature that
granted the charter were all fools or knaver
and that we the pure representatives of theth
people must break the plighted faith of the
state to set them right 1lt

thene new york herald gives a list of indebt-
edness of the several states who refuse to pay
the same as follofollowsursmrs Perinpennsylvaniasylvania 29

georgia 4 3 indiana 33
maryland 20 goiool Lottilouisianasianaslana
mississippi 5 illinois
alabama Arkansisarkansas
michigan 5 florida

A great fire at valparaiso unequalledunequal led Isi
chilichill damage

editor dreaming on Marmarriageriago
A bachelor editor ontout west whon ho had receiv-

ed from the fair handhard of a bride a piece ctoffleceelegant wedding cako to dream on tthusthugu gave
the result oeof hisOs experience ejrexelc

we put it under the head of our pillow shutshot
our eyeeyes sweetly as an infant and blessbiessbiesselblessededwithwith
an easy conscience soon snored prodigiouslyprodigiousiouslous
thene god of dreams gently tomoicheichetche F ns and Zmol01fittiin fancy weve were married never was a lit-
tletl editor so happy itif was my love dearest
sweetest ringing inin our ears constantly ohl
that the dream had broken off here dutbut no
some evil genitisgenius put into the lead of our duayducky
to have pudding0 for dinner just to pleasaplease her
lord

in a hungry dream we satgat down to dinacr
well the ptpuddingidding moment arrived and a hugh
slice almost obscured from sight the plate ba
fore us

myamy dear said we fondly did you malremalse
this

yes love aint it nice
glorious the best bread pudding I1 eitzever

tasted in my life
plum pudding ducky myray wiro

100 no dearestdp irestarest bread puddingpj Iding I1 al-waysalways
waswae fond of yemcm

call that bread iddingp exclaimed myray
wife while her lips curled slightly with con-
tempt

certainly my dear recon iveise had enough
at the sherwood house to know bread pudding
my love by all means

husband this is really too bidbad plum endpudd
ding is twice as hard to make as bread puddingng
and is more expensive and is a great deal bet-
ter I1 bayaay this is plum p addin sirl and my
pretty cifes brow flushed with excitement

my love my sweet cydear love exexclaim-
ed

cladin
awewe soothsoothinglyimily do not get angry lymlra sure wa

vervvery good ififsitsIN breadbread puddinganz
yolyoiyoli mean low wretch 1 fiercely repliedre liedired mjwife in a higher

I1
tontone eyoulyoa know7 itaits PplumZ pu

my

dincdinar 1

then maam it laIs so meanlymeartly pitnit together
and so badly birned that the devil himself

know it I1 teiltell yayou17 madmadamhm roost
distinctly and emphatically and willvl 11 not babe
contradicted that Is19 bread pudding and thoth
meanest kind at that 12

it is1
I1 plum pudpuddingdingAing 2 shrieked my wife assledsied8heshe h girled a giadglass9 of claret in my face the

glasa itself tapping the claret from my nose
bread gasped we pluck to thefhe

I1lastast and gragraspingninpin a roasted chicken by the left
leleg

plum puddingpudJing roseross above the din as I1 had
a distiodistinctct perception of feeling two plates
smashed across my head

bread pudding we groinedgroaned in a raraceragee as the
chicken left ourovir hand and alyinflying0 with swift
wingswinswin s across the table landed in madamsadamlem bo-
somsomgom I1

plum re hounded th war cry from
the enemy as the gravy dish took na where wawe
had been depositing the first part of our dinner
and a plate of beetsbeeta landed upon our white
vest

bread p forforceveriseverlIverl shouted we in de-
fiancerlance dodging the soup tureen and falling be-
neath its contents

plumbinm yelled the amiable sponge as
notinoticingcin our misfortune she determined to keep
usits down by piling upon oarour head the amic iwawithethith no gentlegentieen le hand then in rapid succes-
sion followed the war cripscries plum p
she shriekedshriekedwithwith every dishdinh

breadgoread pudding in smothered tones camecane
I1 up from the pile in reply

then it was plum pipudij tit i in rapid
sion the last cry growl e fefeebleribler tilllill enst as I1
can distinctly recollectt it hadhid growniownitownown to a whit
pperpen plum 2 reso indel likeliko thunder
followed by a tretremonmendomdoridoii crash ce09 my wife
leaped upon hsfile pile with heahendelicate feet araani
commencedcommenced jumping ap and ja ink
heaven yeile awoke and thitI11 paved conr lifesherhewe shall never dream on wedding cake again

the moral f1

chiltit is lleilethelie greatcreat artort anyanian philophilosophyopha rt ff
100o make theth hetbestbet of the pre ent whether ithatti
cool2001comcor or badbaoba andioand to fairbeir the oneonti withwits rien
timwl 0rbyeniy the otherothar with thaithat taul sa
lumxumauw


