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became n necessity in thess last uays,
in order to fulfil tbe promises made, for
another restoration to take place, by
bringing back the ancient Priesthood
wlith all ity powers and blessings. This
is only a fulfilment of predictions
made by insplred men of Iarae)
Isalah epeaks of a great and inarvelous
work that was to be performed in the
Jaat daye, before which the wisdom of
tbe wire should perish, Jeremiah
speaks of a gatbering of the house of
Israel in tbese latter daye. This is o
gatherlng dispensation, a Jdispensation
of the fulpess of times, when all
things are tp be gathered in one, both
these in heaven and those on eartb.

We, the Latter-dny Salnts, nre sim-
ple encughb to believe that these predic:
tions are being fulfilled today and that
the 8 nts who have come from all na-
tions of the earth are the children of
Abraham, Isaac una Jacob, belug
mostly the descendants of Joseph, and
flowing together in one prople as rivers
in one ocean.

Jogeph Bmith was told by the Al-
mighty that he was a lineal descend-
_antof Joseph who wne sold into Egypt,
and on him was the duty laid toralse
thestandard in theselast daysand gath-

er Israel, preparatory-to accomplishing.

a great and marvelous worlk. And
this work I8 no less tban to prepare the
world for the coming of the Redeemesr
io His glory. The buman race is to be
prepared fur this event, and the Lord

haa galied a few to preach the giad |

tidinge of His second advent, s well a8
to set an examiple for the world to
emuiate, by means of which they can
be made worthy to enter the presence
of God. This was what Moses endenv-
ored todo. A eimilar mission was
given to Joreph Bmitb,

Why s it that the world refuses to
recoghize tbis miesion? Why ia it to
b considered atrange that God should
gend a Prophet to do for us what
Prophets did for our ancestors thou-
sanddofl years ago? Bore have asked,
Would God, If He intended to estab-
lieh His work oo earth, have passed all
the eminent doctors of divinity and
chosen a boy like Joseph 8mith? and
they suppose this to be n valid argu-

ment agninst his oclajime to be-
ing a servant of But et
me remind such  persons that

when Jesus came, the same line of nr-
gument was used against Him. Is He
uot, it was asked, the carpenter’s boy,
and can He he the Bon of God? The
idea seemed preposterous, and they re-
jected Him. Tney could not helleve
that God would choose for a Messiab
one whom they had seen working in a
oarpenter’s ahorr. There was no light
around hie hend, 88 snme painters de-
plet Him. There was nothing exira-
ordinary about His appearance. He
had Dot come to save somls by
the beauty of His external form,
por by eloguence, but by proclalm-
ing the truth. . He proved it by
promising that thoee who would deo
His will should know for themselves
whether the teachlng was from God.
HBo He was rejected, because people
judged irom outward appearance. the
most deceptive slgn whereby anything
can be judged. 'The world would not
take the trouble of investigating His
teachings but they set Him down ae
an impostor. It is no wonder, there-
fore, that Joseph Smith should be re-
jected.

A minister once esid, Joseph Bmith
was not rejectéd because he was a
farmer?s boy, but because his claims
were false aod bis teacbings 1ujurious
tothe world. The epeaker woulu only
eay to this that those who will honestly
investigate this matter, shall know for
tbemselves that these claime and teach-
ings are from God. Can an impostor
make Buch A promise?

Thespeaker would testify that thie re-
liglon—no matter what name you give
it—is true, He knows that the Salnts
are lineal descendants of Abrabam and
on them rest the blessings once pro-
nounced on the father of the faithful.
But are we fulfllling our mission?
This s an important question. Are
wo faithful to our mission as the salt ot
the worid? We have a mission to per-
form and the saying before quoted i8 as
applicable today ns ever: If tbesalt
loses its savor, it is good for nothing
hut to be throwno out and trodden
under the feet of men.*

1t we are true to our mission, the
greatest honor ie in slore for us. But
If oot, it will be with us as with the
salt that hns Jlost it savor.
We must seek the Kingdom of God first
and temporal tbioge must be a gecond-
ary consideration. Blessed are we If
we are faithful, and may God grant
that we may fulfii our misaion us the
children of Abraham, chosen to assist
in the silvation of mankind.

The choir sung the anthem:

Let the mountaing shoul for joy,

and the congregation joined the choir
in singing the doxology.
Benedictlon was propounced
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Counselor Joseph E. Taylor.
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HOME RULE OR STATEHOQD.

Editor Deserel News:

Not loug sipee I received a short
note, of which tbe followiny 18 a copy:
“Hadley D. Johnson:

“Dear Sir—l notice by the Times
that you nre opposed to the bill provid-
iog bome rule for Utah, I am at a
loss to understand the position you
tuke. [f you have time to do so, 1
should tw pleased to learn from you the
grounds of your opposition to the pro-
posed measure,*?

I withhold the name of tbe writer
of the above note, bhut remark, how-
ever, that heiza well known, promin-
ent, populur a .d intfluential gentleman,
as well as & thoroughly posted Demo-
crat, and one who is entitled to be re-
apected, and who is bighly respected
Lty me for the many admirablequalities
with which he is endowed.

Inassmuch as this gentlemah seems
to desire to obtaln my viewsin regard
tv this important question, though
for what purpose ] ao not know, and
ap the Balt Lake Times waw proper to
print without any remson being ns-
sirped, the alleged fact of my oppo-
sition to the Home Rule blii ro Jenom-
inated, I respectTuliy sek the use of
space in the columns of your widely
clreulated paper to explain some of ‘the
reasons which induce me o occupy the
position I do on the question.

In the first place, not baving inter-
viewed me, tbe reporter for that paper
did not know personally what my
views are, nnod no doubt wrote from
hearsay; but, in any event, the word
oppoee does pctexpresamy viewsatall.
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To oppose is to resist; to combat; to
withstand. Now, my position is not
one of combat or resistance, [ merely
entertain and express my own ideas of
what would best subserve ths interests
of the people of Utah. I coincide par-
tially witheFope, who wrote:

For forms el government let fools conlest,

Whate'er ja best adminislered is best.

I will guarrel with no man on thia
guestion, but entertnining personal
views, am not afraid or nsharaed to
aunounce them in my plnin simple
way.

To the point then. I remark that I
do not yield my au{)porl to the bill in
question, because think there ia an-
other plan which would, if adopted,
prove of far grester benefit to Utah. [
refer to that of statehood; and 1 believe
that if we urge this home rule plan,
whether suecessful or not, the effort
will be In the way of, amt hinder und
delay the admission of Utah as a State.
I merely bave a chouice In favor of
gtatehood in preference tu the plan
proposed by tbe home rule biil. I do
not say that the present systems of gov-
erning Utah is better thau the propos-
ed measure, but [ do say that state-
hood would be better than either, and
I believe that should Congress see
proper to make any change it would
be more hikely to admit us aa a Siate,
than to pasa an act such ag is asked for,
such a chaoge would be, in fact, a
revolution so great that my opinion js
Congress would hesitate to effect it.

It must be born in mind that for 100
years tbhe United Bintes hos been
in the habit of governing
the Territories somewhat necording
to the provisions of opur organic net.
Can it reasonahly be expected that
after so long a time, 8o great a chunge
a8 tbe proposed one wauld be abruptly
brought aboul? I thiok not, and
hence witbhold my support to it.

I have been informed that the pro
poseu measure wns adopted by some nf
my oco-workers in the Democratic
party, and [ wish to eay that my
fuilure to see the matter as they eee it,
does not nrige from a dJdlsposition to
antagonize any portion of m¥ Demo-
cratic friends. Oun the contrary what
I wrlte is merely to let them know that
1, who have been a Jife long advocate
of home rule, still adhere to the prip-
ciple. B

It this question had been submitted
to the Democratic Territorial conven-
tion beld in this city last July, and if
that convention had adopted and made
fts advocacy n part ot its platform,
thet in that case I should have been
wllling to waive my personal objeq-
tione, hutae such was not the case, [
teel that [ am at perfect llherty to dis-
sentfrom the views of its frields; and
this dissent, ne I have snid, is based
upon the fuct that I prefer statehood.

I ohserve that Benator Teller has in-
troduced n hill providing for the ad-
mission of Utah as a State. Should an
enabling not such ns he contemplates
become & law, I think it would be
much better for Utah, than would be
the bill introduced by Benator Faulk-
ner, and I repeat the opinion that its
prospect of success {n both housee of
Congress would be as gond’ if not bet-
ter, than the Faulkoer bill. Ar one
of the Bovereign Btates in the Udion
wecould say that we poasessed home rule
similar to that possessed hy other Btntes.
Should such enabling nct de passed, I



