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the work is proprogressinggiessing very nicelydicely
hweher there are about thirty two eldersiders
making a housebouse to house canvass inID
this statedate and besides those there are
siloa lettotof local priests and deacons and
sainta seem to be doing much
good towards spreading the gospel
we holdheld a fast meetmeetingdg in the seneca
branch the first thursday in JAjanuaryDuary
1896 and in that meeting it was re-
solved the saints would turn over a
nownew leaf for 1896 they would fast and
pray oneOBO day in each week lorfor their
people not that they might be brought
into the church but that their eyes
might be opened that they might be
hornborn again to seeetc the kingdom organ
toed here with apostles and prophets
as itIs was when jesus was
millen the earth for he said that
except a man isin born again be can not
oft the kingdom of gud it has not
been a month yet since thisibis work was
startedbarted and we can see the change al-

ready in the people elder prankfrank L
beattie the president of this con
breaceforeace was here a few days ago hebe
liked the plan and said he thought be
would instruct all the saints in this
conference to follow in the same chan

1 sol
1

my companion john W hepworth
hasbaa justut returned homeborne on account oi01

bad health but elder beattie fur-
nished

lur-
l

fur-
l dished me with one of our local

priests brother robert cleveland
who makes an excellent companion
he waswae ones a member of the baptist
church and was thoroughly convinced
that we hadbad the gospel before he

I1 would joinoin our band he laIs now quite a
worker in the charen

people are coming to us
for tracts and we expect to do a good
work next spring as this tola the time
for investigating and the spring anoand
tallfail toii the season for baptizing tilethe
winter hasbaa been mild until now we
havebare not seen any snow yet this win-
ter and but very littlelitte cold weather
cotton a better price this win-
ter and the farmers are feeling well
over it for the last two years cotton
soldold at from 4 to 6 cents per pound

this year it hasbaa been abuit 8 centscente
your brother

JAMRsJAMES A SMITH

GOOD REPORT FROM OKLAHOMA

WELCOME DISTRICT oklahoma
january

after the long siege of dry weather
rainfain started to fall in oklahoma I1 in
small quantities lastlaet july not a day
too soonROOD as it required immediate
work tot gotget sorghum seed and corn

sownown in time to have it mature before
cold weather set in enough of the

boreabove mentioned productsproducta were pro
dureddueer in mostmoat instances to carry the
people through the winter until spring
while the diet is not orof the bestbeet they
oftare thankful for what little they have
rakedraised

slumsince lastbaat fall encouraging changes
have taken place the land was in
excellent condition for sowing just at
the proper season copious rainsraina have
occurred and it laIs claimed that signsbigna
indicate the fall of plenty of rain inID
to future at writing a beautiful

bai commenced which makes
things look the more promising the

earth toie well moistened to a great
depth landand the farmers state
that without more rain if
nothing forseenunforeseenun occurs good cropscrop
of grain arare ensured the wheat
stands three inches high and well to-
gether already and from a distance
the sloping green hillsbills make a beauti-
fulful sighteight cattle can be seen on the
growing grain the making
excellent pasturage and milk obtained
from cows tthushus fed isie one of the mustmost
appetizing foods an oklahoma elder
gets just at present it is pleasing to
note the difference of expression on the
faces of the people A lewfew months ago
all were hopeless and discouraged
now they are apparently happy and
jubilant over the flatteringbatteringnattering prospects
next bummer of a bounteous harvest
notwithstanding the drouth of last
yearlyear and part of the year before more
gralla was sown last ffallall than utt any
time since the opening seedbeed wheat
was imp arted from other states by men
of means and distributed among the
farmers at harvest the former are to
receive one fourth of the entire crop
delivered at the nearest railrailroadriad station
if a failure occurs the farmers are ouiout
nothing but their labor

the elders here are laboring hard for
the dissemination of the gospeldospel to
an extent they are handicapped by
reason of the condition of the people it
lais a fact however that although
the people are in indigent cir-
cumstancescumstances the elders asaa a rule
are well taken care of I1 believe that
more hospitality has been shown us
recently than at any time since the
opening of oklahoma it may be that
abib haa resulted through the
adversity orof which they have been
subjected to be that as it may we
havegive no great reason for complaint
there is opposition however here as
elsewhere it is surprising to see even
in a country like this the great num-
ber of preachers that reside here and
asa it is a fact that the efforts of thehe
different churches are combined
against the elders of the church olof
jesus christ we have our ratio of
lively experiences

during favorable weather protracted
meetings are constantly in session
sometimes as many as three at one
time are in operation on ita single town-
ship last evening as there was a re
vivalviva in session near our stopping
place elder frank raleighBaleigb of salt
lake city and myself attended thetae
pastor after delivering a shortabort sermon
requested all who had a testimony to
getupget up and bear it quite a number
arose stating they were the children of
0 d and were saved etc As the inai
tation was extended to all I1 acceded
by arising and bearing mine he had
made the assertion that no church or
organization was necessary in these
daysdaye that if men did not stay clear of
creeds mindand pet theories they would tebe
led to bell he belonged to no church
and hisbis name was on no record
and hebe was free from sin
and saved when I1 told him where
we came from and the church we
represented all eyes were directed atacx

once upon us the preacher himself
appearing somewhat discomfited
directly after sitting down I1 was re
quested to remain awhile sifterafter the
services the meeting was brought to
a hasty close and tue congregation of
over0 ar a hundred remained to discover

the result of our coming together I1
went forward and shook handsbands with
the pastor and we instantly became in-
volved in anaa extemporaneous talk he
asked many questions trying to affirm
hisbis belief by the bible that no organi-
zation was necessary and that hisbis doc-
trine was an exact pattern of christchristsChrtstas
his questions were answered and the
replies proved somewhat a quietus to
hiebli rising queries

following are the names and addres-
ses

addres-
see of elders now laboring in this con-
ference

E L saunders QG V morris nor-
man cleveland co 0 T

albert brown even evenson
choctaw city 0 T

frank raleigh win E newman
Marramarshallball logan co 0 Tyour brother
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GREAT CANAL CONTEST

permit me to insert aa few lines in
the NEWS for the benefit of your
many readers onOD a matter otof mo-
mentous interest to the people who
are interested in what is called the
peopledPeoplela canal on west sidebide of snake
river idaho it grieves me to
have to write on such a matter
so vital to the welfare and happiness
of the people concerned I1 hope the
sentiment of the loyal hearted will so
crystal ze that by the aid of all patri-
otic lovers otof loyalty and right the
calamity will be averted

the stockholders of which I1 aoiam a
member are mindful that thehe agent
of the american falls power
company has been to boise to
see our state board with ref-
erence to setting aside over sixty six
thousand acres of desert land under
what is known as the gareycarey law tobeto be
reclaimed by the aforesaid companyoumpany
and that this action has brought trou-
ble upon the peoples canal people
through the action of the state board
in this matter I1 also understandstand thatbat
the agent of the american pallsfallspower co has notified the offofficersleers of
the united states land officeeffice at black
toutfoot not to allow any moie land to be
entered in the region set aside under
the carey law by the state board
ghis is a direct blow at the peopless
canal company

the american powerjower oomcom
banys magnanimity will be to sell to
the stateelate or the people of the peopledPeoplelg
canal company land acquired
through the stateelate board will cocost4 them
fifty cents an acre for an advanced
price with water stock for it at tooten
dollars an screandereacre and fifty cents or more
in money a year for cleaning and re
pair of their canal per acre does the
company give the stockholder the
right to vote on hisbis water stock to
rectify any evil in case ita money shark
gets inila I1 thinkmink not from the above
shown facts as to the power company
which at least laIs very powerful irkin
namedame the settler under it liashas huebur two
things to look for namely taxes and
the grave

now as to what the peoplesPeo plea canal
company will do and hasbaa done I1 will
explain the peoples canal starts
romjorn the west sideaide of snake river

about tonten milomildo above blackfootBlack toot and
takeslakes a southwesterly course toward tilethe
american falls where it will cover a
broad country of aridand sagebrushsage brush land


