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thatchat he had disclaimed and declined the
discussion such a proceeding would
excite the ridicule of every man in the
country and yet this is precisely the
course which dr newman has taken
had cef in good faith been desirous to
have had a discussion he would when
he saw the telegraph article have
written to president young or profes-
sor orson pratt from washington and
inquired whether or not that article
was authorized andaudund if it was stated that
it was his intention to accept it antiand to
come here to discuss the question but
thisthia he did not do

it will be seen by the correspondence
that dr newman was offered either or
both of the tabernacles in which to
speak and no restriction was placed
upon him as to what the character of
his remarks should be one of these
buildings holds persons the
other had he been desirous of
addressing the latter day saints behe
could have done so instead of addreen
ingobscurean audience of a few hundred at an
obscure hall and the most of those not
members of our church it wwas1is the
evident design to prevent the 1 1 mor
mon people from hearing the argument
we had a reporter at the hall yesterday
to take down his remarks and shall
probably publish them such portionsons
at least asareas are suitable for we conclude
from what we have heard of hisbis dis-
course ththatat dr newman will never
COMPIcomplainain of others vulgar talktaik in the
pulpit we have published his ffirst
sermon delivered at washington 0on
the subject of plural marriage and pro-
fessor pratts reply we expectt at1 an
early date to publish hihiss second and
elder pratts rejoinder to it we will
do for dr newman what he declined to
do for this peopleleopie let the latter day
saints and eietie public generally know
his arguments
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SALT LAKE CITY aug 6 1870

to PRESIDENT brigerani YOUNG

sir in acceptance of the challenge
gigirengenien in your journal the saltaalt lake
daily teteTeletelegraphgraphgrapA of the ad of may last
to discuss the question does the bible
sanction polygamy I1 have hereby to
inform you that I1 am now ready to hold
a public debate with you aaas the head of
the mormon church upon the above
question under such regulations as
may be agreed upon for said discussion
and I1 suggest for our mutual conve-
nience that either by yourself orar by
two gentlemen whom you shall desig-
nate you may meet two gentlemen
whom I1 will select for the purpose of
making all necessary arrangements for
the debate with as little delay aaas possi-
ble may I1 hope for a reply at your
eariearlearliestearliestlestiest convenience and at eastleast not
later than 3 todayto day

respectfully etc
3 P newman

SALT LAKE CITY U T
august ath 1870

REV DBDR J P NEWMAN

sin yours of even date has just been
received in answer to which I1 have to
inform you that no challenge was ever
given by me to any person through the
columns of the saltsale lake daildallydaily tele-
graphy and this is the first informationjralphI1 have received that any such challenge
ever appeared

you have been misinformedmis informed with re-
gard to the salt lake daily telegraphtelegraphyI1

it was not my journal but was owned
and edited by dr fuller of Cchicagohicag0
who was not a member of our chuehuchurchrc
and I1 was not acquainted with its col-
umns

respectfully
BRIGHAM YOUNG

SALT LlareLAKEA ic CITY aug 6 18 to
to PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG

sirstr I1 confess my disappointment at
the contents of your note in reply tot
mine of this date in the far east it iala
impossiblepossible to distinguish the local rela-
tions between yourself and those papers
which advocate the interests of your
church and when the copy of the Ttele-
graph

eoeele
containing the article of the ad

of may last reached washington the
only construction put upon it by my
friends was that it was a challenge to
me to come to your city and discuss the
bible doctrine of polygamy

had I1 chosen to put a different con-
structionst on that article and to take no
further notice of it you could then have
adopted the telegraph as your organ
and the said article as a challenge
which I1 either could not or dared not
accept that I1 am justified in this con-
structionst is clear from the following
facts

I1 the article in thelthe telegraph of
may ad contains these expressions al-
luding to my sermon as reported in the
N Y 17heralderald it says the discourse
was a lengthened argument to prove
that the bible does not sustain polyga-
my the sermon
should have been delivered in the new
tabernacle in this city with ten thou-
sand mormonscormons to listen to it and then
elder orson pratt or some prominent
diorAlormormonmop should have had a hearing on
the side and the people been al-
lowed to decide drnewman by his very sermon recogni-
zes the religious element of the question

let us have a fair contest
of peaceful argument and let the best
side win we will publish
their notices in the telegraph report
their discourses as far as popossible use
every influence in our power if any
is needed to secure them gheahethe biggest
hallhallssandand crowded congregations and
we are satisfied that every opportunity
will be given them to conduct a cam-
paign we base this last remark on a
statement made last sunday week in
the tabernacle by president greocreo A
smith that the public hallsbails throughout
the territory have been and would be
open for clergymen of other denomina-
tions coming to utah to preach come
on and convert them by the peaceful in-
fluencesfluences of the bible instead of using the
means now proposed convince them
by reason and scriptural argument and
no cullom bill will be required

II11 I1 understand the article contain-
ing the above expressions was written
by elder sloan of the mormon church
and at that time associate editor of the
telegraph and that be waswaa and has
since been in constant intercourse with
yourself thethle expressions of the saidsald
article as above cited were the founda-
tion of the impression throughout the
country that a challenge had thus been
given through the columns of the tele
graph and as such I1 myself had no
alternative but so to regard and accept
it I1 may add that I1 am informed that
aanu 1impressionrassion prevailed here in utah
ththatattetzea challengehal lenge had been given and ac-
cepted under this impression I1 have
acted from that day to this having
myself both spoken of and seen allusions
to the anticipated discussion in several
prominent papers of the country

IIIili it was not till after my arrival in
your city last evening in pursuance of
this impression that I1 learned the fact
that the same elder sloansoan in the issue
of thethotheSathosasattsalt laielake herald of aug 3rdard
attempts for the first time to disabuse
the public of the idea noso generally pre-
valent still acting in good faith and
knowing that you had never denied or
recalled the challenge of the third of
may I1 informed you of my presence in
your city and of the object of my visit
here

my note this morning with your re
ply will serve to put the matter before
the public in its true light and dispel
the impression of very many in all parts
of the country that such a challenge
had been given and that such a discus-
sion would be held

feeling that I1 have now fully dis-
charged my share of the responsi-
bility in the case it only remains for
me to subscribe myself as before

respectfully
J P NEWMAN

SALT LAKE CITY aug 6gisto1870
REV DBDR J P NEWMAN

sir it will be a pleasure to us if you
will address our congregation tomorrowto morrow
morning the ath dinst in the small
tabernacle at 10 am or should you
prefer it in the new tabernacle at 2
pm same instant or both morning
and evening

respectfully
BRicbrig iramErAM YOUNG

P S I1 hope to hear from you imme-
diatelydiately BBYY

SALT LAKE CITY aug 6gisto
8 PM

to PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG
sir in reply to your note just re-

ceived to preach in the tabernacle to
morrow I1 have to say that after dis-
claiming and declining as you have
done todayto day the discussion which I1
came here to hold other arrangements
to speak in the city were accepted by
me which will preclude my compliance
with your invitation

respectfully
J P NEWMAN

SALT jareJAKE CITY TL T aug 6gisto1870

revbev DR NEWMAN
sir in accordance with our usual

custom of tendering clergymen oleveryof every
denomination passing through our city
the opportunity of preaching in our
tabernacles of worship I1 sent youyiu this
afternoon an invitation tendering you
the use of the small tabernacle in the
morning or the new tabernacle in the
afternoon or both at your pleasure
which you have seen proper to declineyou charge me with disclaiming and
declining the discussion which you
came here to hold I1 ask you sir
what right have you to charge me with
declining a challenge which I1 never
gave you or to assume as a challenge
from me the writing of any unauthor-
ized newspaper editor admitting
that you could distort the article in
question to be a challenge from me
which I1 do not believe you

bously could was it not the duty of a
gentleman to ascertain whether I1 was
rresponsibleesp for the so called challenge
before your assumption of such a thing
and certainly much more so before
making your false charges

your assertion that if you had not
chosen to construe the article in ques-
tion as a challenge from me I1 could
then have adopted the telegraph as your

my organ and the said article as a chal-
lenge is an insinuation in my judg-
ment very discreditable to yourself and
ungentlemanly in the extreme and
fforces0rees the conclusion that the author of
it would not scruple to make use of
uchgeh a subterfuge himself

you say that mr sloanstoan is the author
of the article if BOso he is perfectly ca-
pablesabiesable of defending it andund I1 havebave no
doubt you will find him equally willing
to ddti so or professor orson pratt
whose name it appears is the only one
suggested in the article I1 am confi-
dent he would be willing to meet you
as would hundreds of our elders whose
fitness and respectability I1 would con-
sider beyond question

in conclusion I1 will ask what must
be the ninionopinion w0 every candid reflect-
ing mindmin who views the facts as they
appear will they concludenot that this
distortion of the truth in accusing me
of disclaiming and declining
which I1 never even contemplated isis
unfair and ungentlemanly in the ex-
treme and must have beenapen invented
with some sinister motive will they
notnob consider it a paltry and insignifi-
cant attempt on your part to gain no-
torietytortoritorl letyety regardless of the truth this
you may succeed in obtaining but I1
am free to confess as my opinion thatthat
you will find such notoriety more un-
enviable than profitable and as dis-
graceful too as it teis unworthy of your
profession

if you think you are capable of prov-
ing the doctrine of plurality of wives
unscriptural tarry here as a missionary
we will furnish you the suitable place
the congregation and plenty of our el-
ders any of whom will discusdiscuss with you
on that or any other scriptural doc
rine

respectfully
BRIGHAM YOUNG

illIII newyia i AT

some of ourout citizens were doubtless
disappointed yesterday in not hearing
the bevrev dr newman in thenethe newIV tab-
ernacleer what was the matter irwillit will
be seen by the correspondence in an-
other column that the doctor was in-
vited to speak in both tabernacles thus
giving him the entire day to deliver
his budget on the anti polygamy ques-
tion hearing by accident that the doc-
tor would speak at 3 pm in faults
hall our reporter went downclown he says
the great sermon that was to have been
delivered before ten thousand mor
mons I1 I1 was preached to a congregation
of not ever four hundred persons two
thirdthirdss of whom were transtransientslents ladies
and gentlemen government officialsofficialsi
resident gentiles and jews and apos-
tate mormonscormonsMormons boso much forthe au-
dience now for the sermon there
cancall be but one conclusion one verdict
respecting it that it was a masterly at-
tempt to distort the scriptures and make
them mean something foreign to the
text to prove the negative of a great
truth to misapply and pervert history
and to abuse and malign the characters
of the old patriarchs

our readers will doubtless feel comcorns
ted when they learn that all

polygamists are called bulls not of the
wall street specie but the real big
necked bellowing kind and all those
noble women who have dared to face
the traditions of many generations and
have been and are willing to suffer the
reproach and contumely of a self right
ous christian world and become the
wives of husbands called j

slaves and serfs and their children
I1 brats andland that they may be turned out
of doors at any time by nerher who is for-
tunate enough to be married first

but this last clause is in bad taste
I1when coupled with the assertion that

the last wife is always mostmoat loved
what think you bible readers of the

roll of honor as called over by the bevrev
gentleman lamech the murderer

abraham the coward and equivoca-
tor jacob the swindler liar andI1
thief gideon the bastard and idola-
ter 11 david tlethe adulterer and mur
dererand solomon the man who built
altars to worship the god moloch

the speaker delivered a very beauti-
ful eulogy on the framers of our glorigiori

institution and thetho flag of our
country to which every loyal heart
responded but immediately following
this eulogy he makes the assertion that
congress has the right to prescribe
limits to mans religious faith when-
ever that faith is contrary to the laws
of god and common decency the doc-
tor constituting himself the judge aaas to
the law of god and decency

the sermon concluded with the
sweeping declaration that polygamy
must be put down the strong arm ofor
government will bobe brought to bear
upon it but he hoped the laws would
be mercifully executed and he believed
that wise legislation would so control
the extinguishing process that the
women and children would not suffer
for the men he could not say BOso much

we are of the opinion that the
mountain has labored and groaned tre-
mendously but that the mouse is a
small affair
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by president BRIGHAM YOUNGYO UNG
delivered in the tabernacle salt lake
city july 1870

REPORTED BY DAVID W EVANSEVAS

short sermons are very frequently inter-
esting if the speaker can say what he
wishes to say from the time he commences
to speak until the end but most of us
whowhoa are republicpublic speakers labor under tim-
idity anaand experience that lack of the gov-
erning and controlling principle which
prevents our doing this I1 notice this in
almost everyoverypublic speaker I1 hear it is
seldom that a speaker can arise and deliver
his thoughts and reflections readily unless
his speech and subject have been studied
and fixed previously Fforor my part as far
as my public speakingspeake12g isis concerned I1 do
not know that I1 eveverer troubled myself to
take thought beforehand of what I1 should
say there have deen times in my welife
that I1 have been led to lecture on certain
prineprincprinciplesPlesies and on such occasions my mind
wouldwould be confined to those principles
alone consequently my subject would bobe
before me more immediately but upon
rising to address the people I1 trust in him
from whom we all derive the power of
thought and reflection and I1 strive to ex-
press my reflections acceptably to god and
to my hearers

the gospel whose principles we have
been hearing about this morninmorning is the
ggospel that every christian proprofessesbesses to
believe in I1 do not know of a christian
but what will admit that the bible is true
then where is the difference between the
latter day saints and the various christian
sects that dwell on the earth I1 the
difference 1iss that we believe just enough to
obobeyy while they believebelleve just enough to
aacknowledgeknowledgenow ledge but not to obey

if there be one principle in this gospel
that we preach that is not perfectly true
we would like somesomo divine to make us ac-
quaintedquain ted with the fact and provoprove by prin-
ciples of true philosophy wherein it iais not
true or wherein it is injurious to those who
believe it we believe that every principle
that god has revealed to the children of
men isis strictly true and absolutely bene-
ficial to the life of every intelligent being
that dwells upon the whole earth we
have come to this conclusion for we have
tried to learn and understand and to carry
out in our lives the principles of the gospel
that we believe in and if we sum them up
in a few words we might with thetho strictest
propriety use the words of one anciently
and say that the gospel is peace on earth
and good will to men we can also say
truly that this is eternal life to know the
only wise god and jesus christ whom he
has sent but when we examine the faith
and acknowledgementsacknowledgements of the christian
world we find that with allsll their profes-
sions they are involved in midnight dark-
ness concerning the true nature and char-
acter of god Is therethero a divine on the naceface
of the whole earth who can give you or me
any description of the being that the whole
christian world worship as god there ihis
not where is the proof of this assertion
I1 am a witnessI1 their writings are witnes-
ses their sermons are witnesses their dec-
larationsla are witnesses yet this book the
bible portrays the character of god the
father of our spirits and the god and
father of our lord jesus christ just as
clearly as any work everoverwrittenwritten by man
portrays the nature construction


