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8alt Lake Valley when the news came
of the discovery of gold in California.
Members of the Mormon battalion
who bad dug the goid and helped
diegover it came bome bringing with
them gold dust and relating their ex-
perience ¢nmceruing its abundance,
apd tho ease with whiebh it eould
be procured. Many of there men had
been able to dlg from one ounce of
gold, worth sixteen dolisre, up to aix
£nd ten ounces per day in the placer
diggings, all the lools necessary being
a picknxe, & shovel and what was
known 88 a rocker, If the people of
Balt Lake valley had not been held
together hy a stronger tie than ususlly
exists among men, they would incon-
tinently have broken up their settie-
ment, loaded thelr wagons and pack
animals, and started immediately for
the gold regione, But they had come
to the Rocky Mountains for religious
Iiberty. That was the chisf incentive
apnd only motive in making
that terrible  pligrimage apross
the plaine. To go, therefore, to
Culilornia  would be to abandonn
all thelr fondiy cherished hopea con.
oerning the religious fiberty that they
boped to enjoy 8§ a community in
making their settlement in the moun-
tain valleyr. It meant the abandon-
ment of the principle of gathering,
which they looked upon ae a feature of
their religion commanded by God. Te
forsake, then, thelr hewly-fou nd home
would have been in the opinfon of the
bulk of the people equivalent to nn
apoestagy from their religlon.

President Brigham Young used his
great influence with the people in
those days with the beal eflects. He
gaw the importance of holding out to
them the advaotages they would

" Liave by redeeming the roil
where they were, and opening farma
and planting orchards and cultiveting
gardens, and buiiding for themeelves
homes where they and their children
after them could live in peace and in
happiness. He depleted in powertul
langusage the uncertainty of the
miner’s }ife, how hazardous it wan,that
while some might bo fortunate in gain-
ing an ample remuneration for their
toil, others would {ail, and they would
be unsettied, without fixed nbodes; and
he sndded prophetically that tbhe men
who stayed st home and cultivated
their fielde and their gardens would be
richer st the end of a given perlod than
those who went away in search of goid;
that when the latter returned after
ppecding months,and perhaps years,in
Calitornia, there would be but few ot
them sble to buy the improvements
which thelr nelghbore had made who
had stayed at home, It is worthy of
record that the experience of Years
proved bow truthfully be had etated
{he caee, and how clear his vislon had
been in (oreseeing the results  that
would follow the going to California to
dig gold and ibe staying st Lhome to
oultivate the earth and to build up
homesa. For of those who left, many
lost thelir faith, many never returned,
and of thoge who did return there
were but few who came back soffi-
clently provided with means to ar.
range their eircumstances ap comfort.
ably as were the circumstances of those
who had rewained in the valley.

For n number of years after the
settlement of the valley there was
bat little surpiue grain rajsed, The

constant exhortations of the leadera of
the people were to store up grain and
to make provision for from one to three
years’ brend ashead so that in the
event of a Ifnilure of crops frem any
cause the sertlements would pot lack
for food, Anm late as 1855, that is, some
seven or eight years after the settle-
ment of the valley. grasshoppers were
80 pumerous that the entire crops were
almost destroyed, and if it had not
been for the provident care which the
people had taken in storing up bread-
stuff in anticipation of such a time ot
scarcity, masy would have perished of
starvation, As it wag if it had
not been for the religious bond
which held the pe ple together, many
no doubt would have perished. But
there was a general disposition among
the people to divide with their brethren
and thelir sisters, and in this way,
although many endured suffering an d
were pinched for want of food, all
came through safely until another
harvest was obtained. At that time
sources of supply whioh are now easily
reached hy means of the raiiroads
ware beyond reach. The nearest place
where food could be obtaineil on the
weast was eight bundred miles distant,
and on the east about twelve huudred
miles distant, To baul food with the
means of transportation which wae
then in use, to feed hundreds and
thousands of people, was out of the
questlon. Hence there always was A
feeling among the people- to take care
that food wae ptored up to 28 great an
extent as poesible to meet any exicency
which might again artee, _Bubse-
quently, grasshoppers came year after
year and devoured the orops, snd the
teachings which the people received
from the leadipg men were enforced by
the devastution which followed the
appearance of these winged Jnsects in
ihe rettlementes.

it would have been ineensate folly
for & people thus situated to have
turned their attention to the digging
of precious meials, to wandering over
the hills, through the canyons, and in
the mouatains prospecting for gold nod
silver. President Brigham Youngand
other leading men ensily percetved this,
and they used their influence ngalnst
the people adopting such n course. The
burden of their discourses upon these
subjects was to cultivate the ground, to
raise all the grains, the vegetables and
the fruits that were neceesary for the
sustenance of themselves and others
w ho should come within thelr borders,
and also to do ail they could to increase
their flocks and their herds and build
themselves comfortabhle homes—npot be
in 8 hurry to get gold or to get sliver,
but to swait the good pleasure of the
Lord, when they would have ang
asbundance of these metals, when cir-
cumstances would bs more favorable,
Those who followed these couneels
prospered, Bome, however, tempted
by the prospect of speedily en-
riching thewnszelves, devoled their time
and their means to proepecting for
mines. In such IluB'snces, With
scarcely an exception, those who did
s0 impoverished themeelves. Names
might be mentloned, 1f it were neces-
sAry, (o illustrate this; but the history
of individuals who pursued this course
in familiar to the people. DMany be-
came infatuated, mor.gaced their
homes, spent all their nvdilable means,
Iand had nothing to show for It but
holes in the ground.

There were also other reasons why
the Latter-day 8aints should not in
those days devote themselves to the
mining of the precious metals, one of
the chief of which was that if any
of them had discovered a valuable
mine it was Hkely to be jumped, and
parily feeling ran so high in those days
that the discoverer or rightful owner
Stlmd in danger of having it taken from
him.

But a chanye hae taken place. Rall-
roads have penetrated our Territory,
bringing into our land all the supplies
that we need. If a crop should be
short in Utah, food could be obtained
elsewhere. But our population iteelf
has inereased so that we raiee a conaid-
erable surplus, and If & pumber of our
citizens devole themeselves to mining
pursults thelr absence is not felt upon
the farms or in the orcharde or

gardens, or In the branches of
manufacture, Mormons can own
mines now under the changed
conditions which have atrisen,

without danger of their belng taken
from them. They stand now in no
more danger than other citizens, and
the courts will protest them in their
rights a8 much as they will others, At
the present time, therefere, maay
Mormone have engaged ito mining,
That which would have heen unwise
on their part not many years ago mMay
now be done with rafety and not be
consldered imprudent. President
Brigham Young during his lifetime
was averse to the people spending thelr
time in this purenit, but he often aaid
that the day wonld come when Utahb
would become a great mining country,

and when the Latter.day Salnots
could engage in it upon the
co-operative prineiple with entire

safety. President John Taylor saw
the chances that had taken place, and
he affered no objections nor used nny
arguments against the people engaging
in that pursuil, only he eautioned
them to be careful and not risk all that
they bad in the hazardous work of
digging for the precious metals.

These are anme of the reasons for the
alleged opposilion of the Mormon
people to the opening of miner. They
were ressons which had thelr orjgin In
the highest prudence. The experlence
of the past forty-five years hae vlearly
vindicated the wisdom of the counsel
tbaf was given to them, and also the
prudence ofthe course which they pur-
pued. Balt Lake Valley, instead of
being the beautiful place that it is, 80
charming and attractive to every
wisitor, would have go-e back to Its
derert condition had the disposition to
dig for gold and sllver becomae the prev-
alent one. (livilization would have
turned backward, and the eettiement
of this interior country would have
been retarded for n long period of
time,

1neterd, therefore, of the people be.
inyz blamed for their forbearance in not
yialding to the gold fever, they should
be praised for it. They reslsted the
Influence, would not open their hearts

to it, and stayed and made
the settlement of Salt Lake valley
B permanent one. At the

time when hundreds of thoueands
of emigrants were crossing lhe coutl-
nent and pessing through Bait Lake
valley on their way to the gold mines,
filled with eager expectatiuus of the
1iches they were going to obtain—men



