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lages are proof enough. Three hours
of sllence and ruin wouid show him ex-
termination, even though he never bhe-
fore had heard of Cuba, or claimed
there had been no war, The facts, the
awful facts, the almost unbelievable
facts, are everywhere. They force
themselves upon the sight, the smell,
the hearing, and the reason.

Matanzas, a city of §0,000 inhabitants,
has given its reconcentrados much bet-
ter chances for dying gradually than
has any of the silent villages firat men-
tloned. Much meat has come here
from Florlda. The peovple are Tich;
the sites for the paim bark villages of
the hungry are elevated and healthy;
the water is good; some organized
charitable efforts have been made by
the citizens: the city government has
filled in swamps and made boulevards
to glve work to the destitute. The lit-
tle hamlets mentloned have had none of
these amellorations. Yet in Matanzas
out of 13,000 countrymen, women and
children there are today not more
than 3,000 left, and these are barely
allve. The streets are full of tottering
ones; the ecafe doors frame squads of
begging women and ehildren; the pub-
lic square has a llving skeleton for
each of its beautiful shrubs and trees;
the deadearts go to the cemetery load-
ed with bodies three deep.

The eivil register of the eity only
hints at the awful loss of life. It is
does not record the many quiet buriats
in the fields to avoid the danger of
waiting to secure the permit necessary
for a poor man’s bhody to be allowed
its six feet of consecrated ground. It
shows 2,349 deaths of reconcentrados,
or about one-third the actual sad fig-
ures,

The present death rate of forty
gtarving ones daily, had it been con-
atant sinea the beginning of Weyler,
would have wiped out the entire 10,000
before now. The total dally death
rate varles from sixty-filve to seventy.
On November 6th, 123 died. Physi-
ciana elaim the dally average should
be elchty.

At this rate in little more than a
yvear Matanzas will he a graveyard,
and In less than three months there
will be no more concentrados. Al-
though the conditipns may change for
the ecltizens of Matanzas, there s 1it-
tle hope for 1t enforced visitors. Gen.
Blanco's redief meapures, although hu-

mane, are wholly inadequate. It
carried out by the local authorities
they come too late. Soldiers’ rations,

¢even with Jerked beef and cornmeal
added, will kill more than they will
cure. Tha starved condition of the
wretched bipeds here 1s such that ex-
rert inedlcal testimony dooms one-
half of the 3,000 concentrados left to
death, and, If the ratlons issued are
the same ad the SBpanish soldlers here
now barely exist on, the same testi-

mony lares that at least 2,000 will
die. - ‘starving are not likely to
get ev tbat much.

One of the highest officials who

would be entrusted with the issulng
of rations, has said within three days:

""We are not going to pay any at-
tention to Blanco's orders.”

The money raised for feeding the
starving has been mostly stolen. The
change of cfficials has let this out
through the int¢nse hatred of the

Epantsh reformist for the Spanish con-
servative. An inecome tax of 3 per cent
waa levied for the care of the hungry,
and ecollected. The present officers
charga the former officials with put-
ting most of it into thelr pockets.

The amount ralsed was consider-
;abte, the work done was next to noth-
ng.

Six thous=and dollars went In wages
at 16 cents a day and downward for
swanip filllng. Two hundred men
worked on 2 boulevard twe weeks and
paid most of thelr money back to the

officials for the food they were com-
pelled to buy in certain places. With-
in & week, a leading Spanish merchant
slapped the former mayor's face after
taxing him and the former governor
with this and other stealings.

Another example is the barracks
built for the concentrados, which ap-
pears on the hooks to have cost $16,000.

The material was taken from dis-
mantled bulldings, the labor was com-
pulsory, and the barracks couid not
have cost more than 12,000, With such o
vecord and the boast”We are not going
to pay any attentlon to Blanco's or-
ders,” the Spanish authorities of Ma-
tanzas cannot be expected to give to
the starving the ecare they require,

To show how cheaply the dead ecould
have been kept allve, but a glance {3
necessary at the hooks of the Unijted
Btates agent who is caring for desti-
tute American citizens.

There have been 3,000 persons of the
reconcentrado c¢lass. Up to May: 24th,
many of them were in want. Since
the American agent came on that date
only half a dozen have died, and it has
cost hut 19 cents a day for cach per-
son at war priced for food bought in
Matanzas elty.

The dally ration is six ouners of
potatoes, rice, cadfish or jerked heef,
8iX ounces of corhmeal, four ounces of
sugar,two ounces of lard and an ounce
and a half of beans.

The Cuban physlelans prescribe
gratis and the Cuban druggists sell
ut cost. Sueh a ration and medical
attendance would save 2,600 souls in
Matanzas and tens and tens of thou-
sands in wesiern Cuba,

The Red Cross soclety has a permit
from Weyler to go even into the rebel
camps. Gen. Blaneo doubtless would
extend every facility for its work now,
a3 It must be done only in the forti-
t_]ed towns and only for obedlent sub-
jeects of Spain. Fifteen cents a day
and the Red Cross should save a life.
A few thousand dollars would save the
remains of the rural population of
western Cuba. '

FROM BERKELEY TO TUCKER.

Red Creek, Nov. 12, 1897.

I left my home on March 4th, 1897
On my arrival In Chieago I found the
president of the mission awaiting my
arrival at the depot, and he accompan-
led me to his office where I met Elders
Burton and Midgley. I spent a few
days in taking In the slghts of the
great city of Chicago, and on the even-
ing of the 9th I left Chleago for Penn-
sylvania. I expected to meet Elders
Barlow and Decker but found after
much fnquiry that they had moved to
New England, Allegheny, Pa. I spent
my last cent for my ticket and set out
for New England. I found one aged
brother who has been in the Chureh
for twenty-five years. The next day I
met the Elders. It was a happy meet-
Ing and from that time on God has
been with me and poured out His Holy

Bpirit upon me. I was appointed to
labor with Elder M. M. Decker of
Iron county, Utah, and we labored

for three months together in Allegheny
ecounty, Pa.,, and then we left for
Franklin eounty, where our conference
was held. Then we were separated; Il
wag sent to Carroll ecounty, Ind., to
meet Elder G. M. White. We were
changed from the Northern mission to
the Eastern States mission.
ogether with Bro. G. M. White I
have traveled for the past flve months
in Carroll and Frederick countles, Ind.,
and we have met good friends. We are
trusting In God, our heavenly Father,
that the seed we have sown In that
part of the Lord’s vineyard will grow
and that the reapers will come along
and reap the harvest,
At our last conference I was appolnt-l
ed to labor wlith Brother Decker in

ilor a High Prlest

West Virginia in Morgan, Berkeley and
Jefferson counties. But before golng
to our fleld of labor we were requested
to take a trip up Into Tucker county.
We started out on the long: Journey
and traveled for two days. Then we
were both taken fll with the guinzy.
We were very low for ahout ten days
but with the kind treatment of friends,
we soon reeovered and went on our
way rejoicing. We traveled up the
West Virginia ratlroad and met some
very good friends. We arrived In
Canaan Valiey a few days ago. It haa
heen gnowing ever sinee we came. We
are holding meetings and enjoylng our.

labors.
8. 8. FLORENCE,
M. M. DECKER.
Address—Berkeley, Morgan county,
Wesat Virginia.

SANPETE STAKE CONFERFNCE.

Ephraim, Sanpete County,
November 15, 1897.

The conference of the Sanpete Stake
of Zinn was held in Moronl on the 13th
and 14th of November, 1897,

Present were Elders George Teas=
dale and Anthon H. Lund of the
Apostles quorum, Elders J. D. T. Me-
Allister, C. Peterson, Harry Beal and
John B. Maiben of the Stake presi-
dencv; High Counselors, Bishops of
wardas and a large congregation.

Conference opened at 10 a.m. on the
13h by singing and prayer. Eider C.
Peterson made the opening remarks.

Bishops Irons of Moroni, Alired of
Spring Clty, Peterson of Fairview, and
Wm. T. Reid of Manti North ward
gave reports of their wards. Condi-
tlonge were regarded as satlsfactory,
the present peing a time of execptional-
ly good health.

Elder John T. Allred reported the
Young Men’'s Improvement Associa+
tions of the Stake.

Elder N. E. Noyes reported the Sun-
day schools and religlous classes In
the Stake in a good conditlon.

There were flve meetings held, duriDg
which much Instruction was given by
the Apostles present. The Saints were
advised that when practicable they
should adjust thelr difficulties without
going to law, before the courts God
has placed in the Church. The lliicit
intercourse 8o prevalent between the
sexes received proper condemnation,
and the terribie consequence that fol-
low such intercourse was plalnly pors=
trayed. The necessity for a more stric
observance of the Sabbath day was set
forth; nlso the law of tithing should
he more generally observed, and tbat
the Saints should be workers and not
theorists only.

Elder C. Peterson and counselor l‘01'
ported the condition of the Stake,wbich
corroborated the Blshops' reports. ¢

Elder McAlllster addressed the Salnis
on Temple work. a

The Stake statistieal report wasread .
The general and Stake authoritles were
presented and sustalned by the Cﬂl';q
ference. The mames of four Seventl€
and two RElders were presented ﬂ{‘g
sustained to be ordalned High Priesr o

August 9, 1897.—The Centerfield Wan
was organized by Elder A. H. L‘;ng
and the Stake presidency by detach T
the Saints that now compose the G“w
nison ward and ordaining And""*]d
Christian Fjeldsted a High Priest E{be
setting hilm apart as Bishop ©
Centerfield ward, with Sylvester
ing as flrst counselor and
Henry Embly as second
who were also ordalned High

counselors
Prlests'

On September .5, 1897, Elder A’nke
Lund, in company with the 8 i
presideney, visited Freedom foOT nich

purpose of organizing that ward, W=
they did, and ordained Martin V. Tﬁ‘;’n
and setting ard
apart as Blshop of the Freedom “und'»
with James W, Lowry first



