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behavewe have opened our conference to present
before the congregation auchsuch prinbrinprinciplescaples and

doctrines and to transact such bisinessbusiness as may
be necessary for be instruction and edifica-
tion of the saints and the advancement
cause of truth

atcas4 been remarked by some of the mis-
sionariessionlionariesarles who have lately returned that though

aghadbad arrivedarrive at home they did not con-
r theirthir missions at an end whenn persons

Vr eescfecb elocreorce subjects iff thetee kingdom of god they
riterner upon a mission that will never end

ir theyibey may turn away fromirom the holy command-
ments and forsake the kingkingdomdoe but so long
aaas theyacey remain faithful eoso ionglongionlon will their
mtmissionssilis as advocates for god and hisbis right-
eousness be continued there may be inter
liaila

0
of rest of relaxation from the more

arduous duties of their mission but in such
they are riotnot by any means to consider

t irea missions ended christ will not cease
hisjaborsabers pertaining to this earth until it isbrmerredeemeddeemedi and sanctified ready to be presented
opspotlessotless to the father

akelie records the words of christ as follows
abst rather seekbeek ye the kingdom of god and

a hiesefiese things shall be added unto you
matthewbeav records the saying still fuller butbutbat

seekgeee ye first the kingdom of god and hisbig
4 and all these things hadlball be

hahzaed unto you jesus christ tiddidlid not exhort
allnil followerslowers to seek something they could
eglund something that was not within their
joachrrachfach lieile diadid not exhort them to ascend up

theavenoDoheaven to bring the kingdom down nor tto0
ascendeescs end into the deep to E6 ing it upupp but hhee
acamocanie to establish that kingdom ana it was
alingh unto them I1 would saysav to the latterlapayday saintsalnas seek to know that theibe kingdom of

cotigotigott has been organized in our own time
when this kingdom is13 organized iain any ageae
the spirit of it dwells in the hearts of the
faithful while its visible department exists
abohamong the people with laws ordinances
babs governments officers administrators

mandgracdkedaed every other appendage necessary for its
completete operation to the attainment of the
radsad in view seek to know that the kingdom

akott god iais organized upon the earth and be
sureefurafure to know matnat you havebave an interest in that

iligillg dom and enjoy the spirit of it day by
aay for this iais or ought to be nearer to our

eveartshaarts than all earthly considerations this
is wi bin the reach of all when the

lygospel is proclaprocia med to them henthennhenheft men
ay and heartily repent and make manifest

noxa the heavens that their repentance is genuine
by obedience to the requirements made known

aitojitoto them through the lawslawa of the gospel then
arearf they entitled to the administrations of
salvation and no power can wiiLholdhoid the
goodcod spirit from them cornelius is an in-

stancetince of this the holy ghost fell on him
jandn his lyoliohousehold through their faith and

i tiniest repentance before they were bap
tedtaatea
thatimbatthit we may understand thIngs aaas they areate
and thereby learn to sanctitysanctify ourselvesours eigeselies deforebeforebefore

1

tiietileth lord ouroar god it is essentially necessary
that we practically live our religion evemy
true believer of this gospel iais anxious to
gather to thetie homeacme of the saints I1 think I1

iamackalljamI1 safe inin saying that if there was a highrugh
cast up from england to the shoreschorea of

theithetha continent of Ameriamericacaycap there are men who
would be willing to measure the ground with
their bodies to reach this place even this
does notcot tell their anxiety to be here it must
be seenbeen in the spiritospirit to know it as it really
Is14 we are agreed ingatheringgatheringin the saints
adwell as in the initiatory ordinances of the
gsgospelel otof peace

it may be baldsaid that the tug of trials has
commenced nhenwhen the saints begin to cross
tue plains to thiathis place thisthia temporal duty
puts all their spiritual attainments to the

ineiltteitest there are but few persons who
bly understand howbow to organize and

leleadleaaayaataa company across the plains and in this
aloneawne arises many inconveniences and trialtrials
toW the immigrants how many hearts arare
prepared to meet the ties privations
trialtrials and laborlabors to be encountered on the
plainsplaint without murmuring and complaining
I1 should think but few to beilesbelles e tlethe gospel
and embrace it to believe all that miswrittenis written
in the bible book of 5lormon and book of
doctrine and Covericovenantsantso is but a small mat-
ter

mat-
tir compared with giving up comfortable
hofta friends and relatives being tossed
uponapon the ocean confined in narrow
limits and beingbingling jostled in railway carscara ex-
posed to the insults and ridicule of rude and
wicked persons that always assemble on the
public highwayshighway and bufferingsufferingering the hardshipshards hipshipa
and privations incident to traveltravellatriivelialn overaver the

I1 wish the people not to ioelose sight of one
thing that every days labor every moments
toiltolleveryevery prayer and exertion which they
make points to the building up of th kingdom
of god upon the earth let us seek daidal y to
knowkhoii that the kingdom of god is established
among us according to the pattern in the
heavens under this knowledge our actions
will constantly point n the right direction
and every move we make will enhance the
interests of the general cause when this
kingkingdomdoin is established in its two foil capacity

and temporally then it is given
unto us to know how to secure everything
else that iais necessary to enjoy on the eart
but it is our duty first to beekseek to know that the
kingdom of god is established and organized
upon the earth that we have an interest in it
that that interest above all others is the near-
est aiat d dearettdearee to our heartsheart as our present
and eternal welfare is embraced in it and
that we possess the spirit of this kingdom
and enjoy it day by day

remarks have been made relating tato the
saints traveling in independent companies
when an independent company undertakes to
travel acroacross the plains they are generally
too independent for their own badty and
good edere never was and never will be a
people in heaven nor on earth in timtimst nornorinit
eternitystern ity that can be considered truly and en-
tirely independent of counsel and direction
our independent companies entertain the same
mistaken views of independence as people
generally do of the independence of a
can government man in hishi ignorance iais
impatient of controltrolandcon and when he finds him-
self from under its influence liehe supposes thatthat
helie is then independent or in other worwordsdo
that he is a free man independence so view-
ed and so employed either individually or
collectively religiously or politically must
open a arena of action torfor all the evil
selfish and malignant qualities of depravedclipilipraved
men introducing diatra cdon into eieryelery rami-
ficationfica t ion of sociebocie tftv destroying ence
checkchecancheckasns the onward progressprogiessgiesa otof industry
and universal proprosperitysperby and bringingbrin gins in
famine pestilence and destruction everywhere
an independent company of immigrants can
appoint their own captain to guide them
across tthehe plains and they can also dispute
every act of hisbig for their good tieytheythoy can
find fault with him for camping too soon or
too late for camping in this that or the other
paceplace and if he offers them good advice reject
it because they are independent and free as
they suppose individual selfseif governmentovern ment
lies at the root of all true and esseceffic ive gov-
ernmentern ment whether in heaven or on eaith
those who govern should be wiser and better
than the governed that the leaslesserr may be
blessed of the greater were thist 13 so then
thehe people would billinglywilwll lingl repose their dear-

est interests to the trusts of their rulers or
leaders and with a feeling of leasurepeasure bow to
and carry out to the letter their instructions
and conclusions on all matters that pertained
to the general good this will apply to great
kingdoms bandand mighty nations to small com
I1 aniesranies of immigrants crossing the plains or
to the home circlele A republic n government
in the handshinds of a wicked people must termin-
ate in woe to that people P but in the handshanda of0
the righteous it iaIs everlasting while itsUs power
reaches to heaven

I1 had the pleasure of leading the first com-
pany of saints to these valleys assisted by a
few of rny brethren jnin this bubusinessdiness we
have hadbad a good experience

I1 will here take the liberty of relating a
little of my first career in mormonism in
1834 br joseph smith the prophet started
with a comcompanyparly from the state of ohio pick-
ing up othersothera as behe passed through various
states on blabia route i he arrived in mis-
souri we hadbad grumblgrumblersers in that camp we
had to be troubled withnth uneasy unruly and
discontented spirits this was the first time
we had ever traveled in the cacapacityp acety of a
large company and it was ray first experience
in that mode of traveling br joseph led
counseled and guided the company and con-
tended against those funru y evil dispodisposeded
personspersona when we arriarrivedverlveri in missourimisouri
the lord spoke to hisbis servant joseph and said
1 I have accepted your offering and we hadbad
the privilege to return again on my return
manymany friedsfriends asked me what profit theethe e was
in billing men from their labor to go up to
missouri and then return without a patentlyparent ly
aaccomplishing anything who has it bene-
fited asked they itif the lord did com-
mand aittoit to be done what object had heinhe in
view in doing so I1 wagwas then comparatively
ignorant to what I1lamiamam now in regard to the
spibpispiritsrits and actions of mankind but I1 then
learnedearned that those persons who asked me such
questions were weak in the faith and like a
faulty column in an edifice could not bear up
under the burden designed to rest upon them
this has wrice proved to be the case I1 wish
this fact to sink into your hearts that when
men or women have doubts they aloalsoaio havehav
fear and when they have tear they are in
danger of0 what of thenaTt want of

bonfi ence is the parent of mramoralI1 imbecility
and intellectual weakness hear it ye saints
that man or woman that is crowned with
crowns of glory immortality and eternal
lives will never be heard to grumble or com-
plain I1 told those brethren that I1 was well
paid paid with heavy interest yea that my
measure was filled to ove flowing with thehe
knowledge that I1 hadbad received by traveling
with the prophet when companies are led
across the plains by inexperienced persons
especially independent c mpainpannieplesies they are
very apt to break into piecepieces to divide up into
fragments become weakened and this ex-
pose themselvesyesyea to the influences of death and
destruction

I1 sometimes think thatbat I1 would be wwillingailing
to give anything to do almost a adyth nanginin
reason to see one fully organized branch of
this kinlinlindomkingdomkindomdom one fully organized ward
but saysbays one 1I had supposed that the

kingdom of god was organized loag1009 aggago
so it is in one sensebense and again in another
sense it is nohno thiathis gospel babhas
been preach d and have received it the
spiritual kingdom is set up and organized
bbutut is zion organized no Is therehere even in
this territoryorvorg a fully organized ward not
one it may be asked why ioto you not
fully organize the church because the
people are incapable of beingbring organized I1
could organize a large ward who would be
subject to a full organization by selecting
families from the different Wards but at pre-
sent such a branch of the church is not infit
existence

I1 am satisfied that the mechanical aabilitybclity
of the people of this territory will rank with
that of any other people but there is not one
in givefive hundred that knows howbow to husband
hishig ability and economize his labor when he
first comes to this new country they are for
a time llellalie a feather in the windywind until some
circumstance occurs to settle them in some
bostionpostion where they can begin to do something
to provide for themselves it is not aaseasyy to
find a bishop that linous howbow to settle iain a
proper way the smallestsmalgmal iestfest difficulty that kiy
occur in his ward there are but few men
that can guide themselves and gather around
them the comforts and wealth of this life in
the settlements I1 pass d through during kiypay
late visit southbouth I1t saw cccomparancomin vely bittleliitle
wisdom manifested in the style and extent of
ththeirairI1 improvedimprovementsi erts men who have been in
this church ten fifteen and twenty years
and in this country from the first settlement
of i po besssess ngdg flocks of sheep and herds otof
cattle and horses running upon the plains
what kind of houses have they logT loresloves
and mud hutsbuts what have they injn their
houses two tin plates a broken knife and
a foric with one prong if a person calls for
lodgings 0 yes youyeu can stay and welcome
come wife balebabe some potatoes an I1 squash
and roast some meat baue some analand
stew a little of that fruit I1 bought at the
store and all this the poor woman has to
do inIII one little bake kettle A good natured
man enough an easy going sort of person
and hisbis bairhair looks as ihth ugh it hadbad riotnot been
cut or combed for years after supper you
retire to before morning you are made
fu ly satisfied that you are a man otof feeling

1

laIs such enterprise worthy of saints Is ttaisthis
the way to build up cities and make the earh

I1 like thethi e garden ofor eden do such people
kknow t 1hatja t the kingdom of god is vetset up on the
erthe irta 0 yes I1 have it in me you havebhame
the spiritual kingdom within you but there is
a literaltrai kingdom to build up

there are scores of elders icin this church
who can preach baptize and lay on hand
for the recereceptiontowgowtion of the holy ghost that do
not know how to produce a livelihood for
themselves a wife and one child it re-
quires but little experience to do thi and
much lessleas do they know how to build a good
kousehouse lovbowiovhov to lay out and build up a c ty
how to lay the foundationsfoundation of zion etc etc
can they lead a company of saints arross the
plains they can try and very likely the
company will break to pieces unless the
power of god is among them this gives us
a striking proof of the necessity of the peo-
plesplesplea having faith and power with the heavens
that it their bishop does notpot know what hebe
ought their faith will keepbeep him right
path and the spirit of the lord will open to
the vision cf bishis mind the things that behe
shou d do that is the duty otof the people

we have a kingdom to organize and 1I gaysay
eekseek to know that you have the kingdom with-

in you and that you are in it seek to estab-
lish the kingdom of god upon the earth for
that will give you wisdom to add to yourselvese ves
everything necessary the lerlord will noletnett
himself plow our groundsground sow lurcurur grain and
reap it when it is ripe the mannan that under-
standssta lid the kingakingdom0 m of gogotI1 will seek to under-
stand the elements in which behe lives and to
know Bomsomsomethingething of hisbisbi own organization the
design of it and the designs of heaven iain it
Is the kingdom of god in itsit perfection on the
earth it is notriot true we believe lain the
lord jesus christ we bellero inIII hlahis

leegcesirest weve bellevebelieve that the lord called joseph
smith and ordained him an apostle and pro
phet to this generation giving him the keys
and power of the holy priesthood we be-
lieve inin the gathering of the house of0 israel
in the latter days iinn the redreeredemptionemption iff zion
in the building up and establishment of je

and in the gatherine of the jews
from their longlung dispersion in short we bebea i ve
all that the ancient prophets have spoken but
where is the people that is willing to build
up the visible kingdom of god and that is ca-
pable of dictating this great work

the lord will make the people willing in
the day of hisbis power this cannot refer to
making theibe peopleJP willing to acknowledge
jesus to be tthele chchrisichristrbtratei it must refer to some
thing elseelso shall we wait until we are
whipped from among the wicked before wrwe
are wil ing to gather out from among thernthem
and flee to zin this has been the case
with some and what are such persons good
for when they get to zion I1 do not hovahow ever
wish to disturb any hodys feelings I1 am glad
to see them come to a place of safetbaretysafety when
they a e obliged to but I1 would ratherlather have
seen them acmecome in the be inning when they
could have helped to kill the snakes build the
bridges make the roads and manifest their
faith that we could raise fruit grain and every
staple necessary of life in this country help
to open he kenyonskan build the mills bring out
the lumlumberer and build towns and cities but
we are glad to see them as they are and we
will do the best we can with them czere are
more coming

which will be the bestbeat eventually to go to
with our might to build up the zion of god
0onn the earth or wait until we are whipped to
it I1 can only broach the subject of building
up the kingdom of god as it must be bult upulo
in the latter days I1 will leave it for others to
talk upon during the conference or not afCD
they pease I1 know what I1 have to do and
that is to teach this people tto0 alp ite their
own0 presentnt livelived there isfa norto tifefifelife more pre-
ciousCiou s thathann the present life which we enjoy

is no life that iais worth any more to us
than this life is it maymaly be said that an eter
lalcal life is worth more we are in eternity
and all that we have to do is to take the road
that leads into the eternal lives eternal lifelite
is an inherent quality of the creature anaiardand
nothing but sin can put a termination to it
the elements in their nature are as eternal aaas
are the godagods let us learn under the guidguld

and direction off ilealieaheavenance 0 ven how to usauseus
these eternal elements for the building up es-
tablishment and bending forth of thetho
of god gathering uptip the poorpoonoon inIII heart to be
gin wi h and the further flthingshint 3 VT9 will learnleant
as we progress

some of you my ask why the lord did not
perfect ly orgaorganize at I1leasteast one 13branchranch of thetho
churchchuich when a great blessing is bestowedbesbea owed
upon a people nd that blebieblessingsim0 is not strictly
honored and lived to in proportion to thegreatgreatness of that blessing over andabove
what has been previously enjoyed it will be a
cursecuroe to them I1 recollect that joseph once
said to me when behe wabwaa talking upon the
principle of0 the lords raising up seed to him-
self upon the earth a royalalroyal priesthood a holy
nation that can offer sacrifices acceptable to
god br brigham it will damn many of theeuerselders of0 irael merethere are but few men in
thisthia kingdom that are now worthy of that
alesblessinging yet all whovilho are lnin full ffellowshipallows hipbip
must enjoy it

we will wait patiently until wewi can getgel the
people to know how to secure to themselves
the comforts of life good houses for iili stance
and know howbow to raise fruit as well as bread
the bestbeat fruit I1 ever saw in any country I1 saw
exhibited in our recent fair it has been told
the people from the first of our coming into
ahthi 9 country there existed in these elemenaelementselem enaenseua
asgoodas good in for fruit as cabbecan be found anya nv
wheree then ietlet us go forth in faith and plantplank
Beedseed in the ground and cultivate mother earleail
and pray over the earth and over our crem
and over all we possess and the curse will bapa
removed and god will restore geniality tot thethiu
atmosphere and fertility to the soil

I1 wish to teach the elders of this church
howbow to ledle d a company across the plains aas
well as how to preach the gospel to learnleara
them how to be a bishop a fathertather to thothe peo-
ple aaas well asashowhow to aneel down and pray
or to rise up andarid preach
bowhow to reconcile the people one to another
howbow to build cities bow to beautify andaadandrere
deem the earth how to lead and guide thithia
people to life eternal howbow to preside over
their ffamilies and bow to conduct themtham selys
in the common aveeayee alU nans of life I1 haliebau aliall
this and more constantly before me

brethren iais jouryour missionralsgionsion ended no iti fa
aaas much upon you here aschen you arebre cut iaki
the distant parts of the earth preaching thethath
gospel jesus christ made water into wiwileae
by calling together broinfrom the elements the imeluepjpetties of winewlee ilehe fed thousanrasania of peoplewith five loaves and two small fishestithes by calcai
ildtip thatb eieelemeinsmeina together to compotecoaipos brealkreal


