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are not these same blessings promised
to ns, evena!l who keep Uis command --

menta' And inasmacbas we cultivate
these blessings by constant obedience
are we not precious la the eyes of God?
We are told in the Scriptures that
Uis children are precious.
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will deal with us ia His infinite wis
dom. And if we keep His command
ments and walk in the way of Uis
Judgments and statutes, we
need not- - fear the 1 ' legisla-
tion of Coagress, the rulings ot
Iudges nor the declsioji of nations

leave thai to God. Let II I m
Judge between them and us. Ue known
how to rebuke strong nations afar off,
and bpw to .teach senators wisdom t
and He will dd it Ue will : order all
these things in His own good way and
in His own good time: Armies bate
already heen here In our midst and
gone away as harmless as- - the boys in
the Twentieth Ward that ' were
Imprisoned by the Federal' officers
for playing with their. wooden swords.
We are talking with the natipn, and
tbe natloq with us, arnout the princi-
ples of the Gospel. We are inquiringto fled out as to whether we shall gain
oar liberties or remain in the condition
we are now is. We are not now un-
der Governor Ford, of Illinois; nor
the captain of tne Carthage Greys.We have come out here, and tbe Lord
during all these different trials has
brought us unto an open field like unto
that which father Lehi saw. .We are
assuming another aspect entirely; we
are in another class ot society, if yoa

lease. It is the nation ot the UnitedS tates who talks with us, and we with
them concerning car rights and privil-
eges as pitiens. We should not for-
get this. We should maintain the faith
and have it continually in our minds.
(Jar lives shotjid be consistent. It was
very pleasant tor ns when we were
here by ourselves, when we- - were not
troubled by drunkenness, or booses of
ill fame. Our sisters could then walk
out ia the evening without the care of
their men and feel Inst as sale as they
did la the day time, fa these early
days it was very pleasant to be so ex-
clusive Bat that was' not5 the object
of pur coming here. As the SavTor said,

xo are tpe light or tne world, a citythat is set on an hill cannot 4e hid .

Neither do men light a candle and pat
it under a bushel, but ofl a
candlestick! and it giveth light unto
all that are in tne house.' Our light
should not be hid under the bed or
under a bushel, but it ought to te lit
np here in these mountains, and it has
got to shine so fiat this whole riation
shall see It. ' And all nations must see
and have a chance of accepting or re
jecting the Gospel. We must fraternize
with them, as tar as is rignt ana proper.
so that we may show them the excel-
lency there is in the knowledge oi God ;
not to get aown to ineir level, out Keep
ourselves to ourselves. 1

We ought to consider the nature of
our high calling. Those very people
who are our most devoted enemies.
and who pour oat a floJ of lies about
as over tne nation, drowning me
moral sense of the people thereof
know oar goodness, and it is oaly one
thing one great pretended objectionto as viz., our religion. ,

rvow. men, we ougnt to unaersta - a
that oar labors and our conduct
individually and collectively are open
before the world, our conduct ana at
titude as a people before the nation,
should be according: to the dignity of
our position, that the nations of the
earth may eee and know we are true
to our God, to our professions of faith,
and that we are honestly pushing lor- -
ward the kingdom 01 uoa. i bis snouia
be the spirit of the whole people. We
should be ready to make any saoriflce,"
and discharge every obligation acces-
sary for the advancement of Uis klsg-do- m.

' ' -

These are ' some of the reflections
that have passed through my mind
daring the days ot this conference. I
hope, while we baye been together,
that all have been benefited by the fa
structlons that have been given led at
the table of the Lord with such a feast
that you can goto your homes like
giants refreshed with wine.

I testify that this is the work of God
in which we are engaged, that it ia
true, not only true, but the more I see
of it, the more I sense that it is true?
and . ray confidence in its power
and '. Influence is, that it will
triumph over all things all powers
and influences not ordained of God.
The more the clouds lo wer, tha more
vlyid the lightning, and the more rab-
bling the thunder, the more does it
show to me that the coming of the
Lord is near at hand; that Ue is bring-
ing these things about as fast as we
are prepared to receive them. We
ought, therefore, to strive 'for an in
crease ot faith, strength add ability to
know the will of the Lord and to do 1; :
for those wbo love Him are they that
know Uis will and do it. .i .

Thejum of the whole matter is. that
haviUrflound the straight and narrow
path that leads to tne tree 01 eternal
lie. our only safety is in seizing noia

of the rod of iron, which is the word
of God, and clinging to it through ail
the darn--, misty and troublesome ex-

periences we may be Called , to pass
tarouga; ana mat 11 we go mis we
shall find ourselves eventually partak-
ing of those fruits which will bring to
us eternal uie, wun joys supernal.

May the blessing ot Israel's God go
wltnyon to your homes. May yoa
feel refreshed aod strengthened; feel
stronger la tbe troth than ever before.
If yea shoald feel ttied more thaa yoa
ever have been, go to the Father in se-
cret and tell Uim j our troubles, and
Ue will be pleased to make manliest
that which von desire to know, to give
yoa more than you ever received here
tofore, nietwitastanaing' tnat our
prospects 6eem dark in many respects.
vet I assure yoa the Lord has not
tamed Uis face away from us. lie will
manifest Uis presenco from time to
time to all those who diligently
seek . alter Ulm. May His blessing
be upon your families, your
flocks and herds and all that has been
given unto yoa. May bo give nato as
a right frame of mind that we may
teach transzressors uis wavs ana si a
ners oe coavertea onto mm. xno
world has treated with contempt the
efforts of the Saints; yet Ue has given
unto ns the treasures 01 eternity,
shewn unto ns many principles of sal
vation that pertain not oniy to toe iiv
lnz but to the dead. I rejoice that so
much is bein ar dona In temples, thus
creating a union with the dead as well
as wun those tnat are arouna us, ana
this sphere of work will increase until
we are one witn tne onurcn or we
First Born and the spirits, of the Just
made perfect. , x

uni tnat uoa win preserve as in me
troth, that when we are don with oar
work ia the flesh we may be preparedto go hence and be re-onl- ted with the
fathers and rejoice in a fulness of rest
and glory with the redeemed. That
this mar be our hanov lot I labor and
earnestly pray, in the name of Jesus
Christ, Amen. ; t

Btasw. filer Tofalb
Mrs. Phoebe Chesley, Peterson, Clay

Co.. Iowa, tells the following remark
able storv. the truth of which is
vouched tor by the residents of the
town: "lam 7 years old, have been
troubled with kidney complaint and
lameness for many years could not
dress myself witnout neip. .now 1 am
tree from all pain and soreness, and
am able to do all my own housework.
I owe my thanks to Electric Bitters tor
laving renewed my youth, and re
moved . completely ail disease and
aaln." Try a bottle, BOc. and $1, at A
to. Smlt A Oa's Drug Store. (4J

vrorin ntomsg. ;
Mr. W. H. Morgan, merchant. Lake

Oitv, Fit., was taken with a severe
OoM. attended with at distressing
Coueb aod running Into Consumption
lo its first stages. He tried many
sailed popular cough remedies - and
s'cadily grew worse. Waa rtdeced in
a?h, had difficulty In breathing and
wai unable to sleep. Finally tried ur
King' New Discovery lor Cossnmp- -
toa and found immediate relief, and

alter using about a halt dozen bottles
found himself well and baa bad no re-
turn of the disease. Jo other remedy
can show so grand a record or cores
as Dr. King's New Discovery for Con
sumption. Guarantsed to do just what
Is claimed for ItWTrlal bottle tree at
A. C. Smith & Co's Drug tore. : (i)
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10 say a wora to strengtnen tae oreio-re- n

in these times, so that tbey may
feel encouraged and invigorated to go
on their way rejoicing.

We should teaoh our children 'the
right way of the Lord, instruct them to
icay ana not gt in a hurry and neglect
bese things. When von are sad. then
a the time to vrav i and when vrii ar,i
oyfal sing psalms of praise. I?ont
forget to acknowledge the hand of the
Lord at all times and in all things,then Ue will order your way in great
tQjrcy and its grace shall be sufficient
for yoa. Uis promises to Uis children
will never fail; though the heavens
and earth pass away, still not one Jotor tittle of His word shall go unful-
filled. It will go forth and not return
void, bet shall accomplish the
tplng whtfCuhto It is. sent.
Then O, ye Saints, lift up jour hearts,,
be glad and rejoice, although darkness
may iowel around yoa and - may d well
upon vour path for a season! Keiaem-be- r

that God has ofd&lnea the night.as well as the day, and one is Just as
important as the other. If the sun
shone on tbe eartb all the time it would
dry everything op, there would be e

which now sustains vegeta-
tion, causes the verdure of the . earth,
and makes its various products agree-
able, pleasant and profitable for. our
use. v ' " ' . ' V -

We have received during this con
ference some very Incisive suggestions
and instructions Concerning tne cottrse
that Is being pursued by maay of tbe
people. Do we realize, that we live ia
a day la which all the known forces
seem conspiring to hasten the fulfil-
ment of the purposes of God ia ills
greaj Latter-da- y work? It is therefore
the more essential that we live nearer
to Him, and have more ef Uis Spirit,
being carefal to Keep oil in our vessels,
having our lamps trimmed and burning
brightly that we mar eee and know
how to redeem the time, because the
days are evil, and are liable to be more
SO. ': . .

Who can contemplate the' many
JndgmenU' that - have spread de
struction tnrooga tne earta auringthe half century la which the Gospel
has been revealed and preached among
the nations, tbe wave ' of tue sea
roaring and heaving themselves be
yond their bounds, as instanced in
China quite recently, when over one
and a half million of human beings
were reported sweet Into eternity by a
terrible concussion of the elements, or
as in India during a famine, when seme
hundreds of thousands perisnea. in
various other parts where towns, cit
ies and islands have been sunk or been
over flooded with all their teeming pop
ulations, rnese, togetner wuu tne
earthquakes, cyclones, pentilences and
tornadoes that have visited our. own
much favored land with their 'terrible
consequences in South Carolina, still
fresi In oar memories, cannot be
contemplated without feeling the
evidence that the Lord is following
tbe testimonies of His ministers with.
His own confirmation of their words.
and realizing that it is in fulfillment of
Uis promises. ..

we nave lived m taese mountains
forty years and have, raised up a new
generation, some 01 oar sons nave
grown up ami become Elders, Bishops,
Presidents, Judges and attorneys. We

generation that has
grown np among as; how much do tbey
realize of - what their fathers and
mothers, their grandfathers and-gran- d

mothers naa to pass tnrougn to get to
these valleys of the moun
tains, and commence to -- establish
homes? Very few. indeed, entertain
any realizing sense of the experience
their parents had on the plains, or the
trouble taey nad.Delore-ine- y leit riau- -

in the State of Missouri. .

It Is necessary that our young people
should entertaia some Idea ot these
things, else how can they appreciatetne value 01 tne peaceiui ana nappy
homes tbey are now permitted to enjoy.If - oar people, young or old. forget
God and Uis great deliverances lie
knows Just how to teach the present
generation as UeIid their parents.

we nave come to be a weaitny peo
ple. We taave among as bankers.
merchants, well to do artisans and
farmers who are in very comfortable
circumstances, so far as this world's
goods are concerned. The Lord causes
our land ta be fruitful and gives U3

plenty. Now, what I want to draw your
attention to Is this: While we have
abundance given nato us, while we
have all we need to sustain life aad
make as comfortable, does it occur to
yoa that if we do not conduct ourselves
so as to preserve the favor of God with .

us that Ue can stop the earta from
yielding forth its fruit: can close up
our mercantile establishments and
banks and bankrupt us all? We are in
Uis hands, ue can do with ns as seem
eta Uira best. This being so, we
should make Him our friend, keep our
covenants, and obey His laws; for He
can bestow upon as abundantly, or
Ue can, of Uis own will, permit ui .to
be brought down as low as when we
first came to these valleys. Bat then
we need not make any great worrlment
about that; certainly the old folks will
not. I have heard many of them say:
"I shall never be afraid of going hun
gry after this after crossing the plains
and locating in these valleys nnder the
circumstances that we did." But It is
within the providence of God, if we
should depart from Him, or forget
ourselves and not value and appre-
ciate His : blessings; to bring
as down from our pres
ent prosperous condition. You
knew He can do it. Ue has permit-
ted us to get Homes in which we conld
settle down with no one to molest us.
If. however, we disregard these homes,
and are ready to sell them out to those
who hate us, the Lord may chastise us
tor so doing. It seems as if some of
the brethren had said to themselves,"I mav as well do as others do." and
the best reason that they can give for
their coarse is: "It I do not sell, my
neighbor will," Just as the man rea
soned In regard to putting up a sa-

loon, "If 1 don't put np a saloon,
somebody else will, and I may as
well da it as he." It seems as if some
ot onr.brethren had actually got scared
for fear they could not get rid of their
homes, and they have employed ia
trigae aad deception to brlag it about
There must come a time when thi
will have to stop, or the displeasure of
tbe Lord will be Incurred upon the
people. It is a principle of truth
and Justice that if men go
astray and bring the displeasure of
God upon themselves aod those aroand
them, they necessarily are accountable
for the mischief done, to a certain con
siderable extent. I recollect well-- a

saving of the Prophet Joseph when
there were men laying in wait for him
and for his life, and when there were
brethren around him who did not know
what they were about he said be bad
not onlv to protect himself against the
malice of his enemies, bnt also against
the follies of his f riencs. so it is in
these days.' We have to protect oar-selve- s,

not only against oar enemies,
but frequently against tne lolly 01 our
friends who bring trouble .needlessly
upon ns by their nnwlse conduct and
conversation.

There are many things that we might
take into consideration. 1 will men-
tion another one. Not only are we in
a condition where tbe Lord can
deal with as in the way
that I bave- - mentioned, but let
me remind yoa this while earthquakes
cyclones, terrible convulsions of na
ture, and the heaving of the sea beyond
Its bormds are happening in otner
countries, quite as strange things may
nappen nere. we nave Deen area
blessed, having experienced out - a
shock or two of earthquake, with no
disastrous consequences; bat it mar
be borna in mind that we are living on
a strip of the earth where, from tbe
tevsers of tbe Yellowstone to the trop
ical region of the West Indies, it is
nothlne more or less than a line of si
lent earthquakes and volcanoes. Go
down InDixie and yonwill find the land
for miles around gives evidences of
terrible volcanic eruptions in leaving

cssurea ana craters in tne?reat Go north and you will find
the same thinsr. We are livtnz on
portita of the earth where we are lla-- Kj

to be, raorettiaa try ether place on
tais nemispaere, sasjecs to tsese great
disasters as chastisements.

I merely refer you to thts to show
how easv. In the natural course of
events it would be for oar Heavenly
father to bring affliction noon us in
our peaceiui and happy homes. I do
sot wish to terrify yoa into obedience,

At the FIf ty-EI- General Confer
ence, In the Tabernacle, Salt
Lake City, on Sunday, April
8tb, 18.88.

Being requested by JPrsldent Saow
to occupy a-- little time this afternoon,
I will take the liberty to read a few
verses contained in the 8th chapter of
the First B jok of ; Neph!,ln

' the Book
of Mormon. It is a dream, or vision,
that was had by the antHent prophet
aqd patriarch, Lehi, who led forth a
company consisting of his family and
others, from the city of Jerusalem,
about 630 years b jfore Christ i aad.
being led by tha power of God, was
landed on the West suores of this
(American) continent. This aged
Veteran, Id his experience, has left o
record the following dream or vision
which is found in the eighth chapter of
First Nephl, commencing with the 5th
verse. '

S. And ft came to nass that I sa--r a man.
and. he was dressed in a white robe: and he
came and sted before toe.

8. And it came to pass that he spake unto
me, and bade me follow him. -

7. And it came to pass that as I followed
him, I beheld myself that I was in a dark
and dfeary waste. -

8 And af tai I had travelled for the snaea
of, many hoars in darkness, I began to pray
unto tne jLrd that he would have mercyon me, according to the . multitude of his
tenaer mercies. .

9-- And it came to nass that after I rtrayed
unto the Lord, I beheld a large aad spaciousfield. " - .

10. And it came to pass that I beheld a
tree, whose trait was desirable to make one
nappy.

1L And it came to nala that I did aro forth. .

and. partake of the fruit thereof ; and I be-
held that it was roost sweet, above all that Iever before tasted. -- Tea, and I beheld thatthe fruit thereof was . white, t exceed all
the whiteness that I had ever seen. -

l'i. And as I nartook of the fruit thereof.
it filled iny soul with exceeding great Joy;
wherefore, I began to be desirous that my
family should partake of it also : far 1 knew
that it was desirable above all other fruit.

13. And as I cast my eyes round about,that perhaps I might discover uiy family al
so, 1 beheld a river of , water ( and it ran
along, and it was near the tree of which I
was partaking tbe trait.

-

19. And 1 beheld a rod of iron, and it ex
tended along the bank of the river, and led
to tne tree oy wmcn
- 20. And I also beheld a straight and nar
row path, which, came along by the rod of
iron, even to tne tree by wmcn I stood; and
it also led by the head of the fountain, unto
a large and spacious Hold, as if it had been
a world : .

2U And I saw numberless concourse of
people : many of whom were pressing for-
ward, that they might obtain the path which
led nato the tree by which I stood. ' .
- S2. And it came to pass that they did come
forth, and commence in the path which led
to the tree. - i ' -

: 83 And tt came to pass that there arose a
mist of darkness : yea. even an exceeding
great mist of darkness. Insomuch that theywno naa commenced ia roe pain, aia lose
their way. that they wandered off and were
lost,.- - - - - r"

21. And it came to pass that I beheld
others pressing forward, and they cam
forth and caught hold of the end of the rod
of iron ; and they did press forward through
the mist of darkness, clinging td the rod of
iron, even until they did Come forth aad
partake of the trait of the free.

It might seem quite preposterous for
me to. think of instructing and edifying
this vast congregation in regard to
anything I know of myself or any gilt
of mine by watch I might endeavor to
do so. Bat if the Saints shall exercise
their faith and inclinations It may be.
peradventore, that the Holy Spiritsnau rest upon bs, and tnat we may be
edi tied together.It seems as though the flood of light
and instruction that has been pouredout during this Conference upon the
people, which has been quite becom-
ing and refreshing from- tne presence
of God that of those who have beard
tnesc instructions, and have sought to
take them in and be profited thereby,
they would be sufficient to satisfy any
honest seekers after truth, in regard to
the principles of life and salvatlon.and
enable him or them to lay hold f the
rod of Iron, and follow it to the source
of the river of life. Commencing with
the first principles of faith, repentanceand baptism, and coming on, even, to
baptism confirmation and administra-
tion for the dead, which nave brought
us, in our reflection and meditation, t
a sense of union with our fathers and
mothers that have gone before us; we
have had poured out to as the precioas
things of the Kingdom of God, whlcaare calculated to stir np in the nearta
of the righteous firm Inclination to
adhere to the principles of the Gospel,
yea, to bold on to the rod of iron.

This vision that was ' here seen.:
though It applied to the people who
received it, and to tne new land to
cumstaaces attendant upon them were
in some respects so analagons to the
circumstances of the present day, that
it seems to me that from this lesson we
may derive profit and be strengthenedin our work and induced to hold firmlyto this rod of iron that is here spotienof. We are informed in the Revelation
to St. John that the Lord shall subdue
all things and pot all things under Uis
feet, that Ue shall rule them
with a rod of iron ; as the vessels
of a potter shall they be broken
to shivers:" and this "rod of iron" as
Nephi explains in the 25th chapter and
24th verse, is the word of God, so that
in regard to this expression there need
be no misunderstanding. Mow, in this
vision which I have read, yoa will no-
tice that the Prophet saw a great many
going along trying to walk in that
straight and narrow path, but some of
them got out of it, and 70a will recol-
lect he says that there arose an ex-
ceeding great mist of darkness, inso-
mnch that tbey who had commenced
in the path lost their way: so that .the
only chance they bad to keep ia the
right path was to hang on to the rod
of Iron, otherwise, if that rod was.near
the edge of the river, they might tum-
ble into the river and be cnt off from
the direct way. ,

The Prophet Nephl further says la
the same connection that "whoso
would hearken onto the word of God,
and would hold fast onto it. theywould never perish ; neither could the
temptations and the fiery darts of the.
adversary overpower them onto
blindness, to lead them away to de
struction, wherefore Nephi did exhort
nis oretnren to give need unto the
word of the Lord : with all the eaercies
ef his soul, and with all the facultywmcn ne possessed tnev would give
heed to the word of God, aad remem
ber to keep Ills commandments in all
things.

Now, it occurs to my mind that, in
oar owa day, right here ia Salt Lake
City there is great need for many, yea,
for all of us, to cling tight unto this
rod of iron which is the word
of God. One of the ancient apostles
in speaking 01 this says to tne brethren :
"We have also a more sure word of
prophecy; wherean to ye do well that
ye take heed, as nato a llgit that
shlueta in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the dav star arise in your
hearts." From this saying we are led
to understand that they who had em
braced the Gospel, those who had been
born ot the water and the spirit, had a
sure word of prophecy, to which tseymust take heed. This "day dawn" and
the "day star" that was to arise In
tbeir hearts was that principle which
is spoken of in another , set Ipturewnere it says t rne annotating which
ye have received ot him ihldeth In you,
and ve need not that any man teach
you: but as the eanie aanointing
teacnetn von ail tniozs. ana is truta.
and is nd Ue,and even as it hath taught
you, ye shall abide in ma." This was
ot peculiar importance, to the Saints
as well as to the apo3t!es anciently
especially when some were being killed

and others ecatterod in different
partaof tfceetrth. It was of special
importance to the that t--ey should
nave the spirit cf God, wfcieb is
spirit of revelation, within them, that
it might be a source of light and life
and an anchor to their souls contlnn- -

raiiv. - ..,
Now, I ask, have we not also received

this holy anointing, aod if we have,

as tue appie oi tits tje. ouppwsc.
then, that each one undertakes for
himself ,and adopts tne process recom-nead- ed

in the epistle whiCa wai read
yesterday. Sappese w "wash .out
eyes with eye salve," and Judge oar
selves in that manner waich is contem-
plated by the Apostle, namely, that we
judge ourselves S3 that w need
be Judged by no man. Is it not
better to laJze ourselves aud

Uut away all that is unworthy, in oar
and claim this great blessing

which is prSmised by virtue of the bely
anointing? 4s not this er . right and
privilege? Do we dot feel the need at
more of the spirit of revelation la
these times of donbtantt anccrtainty?
Is it not better, t repeat, to Judge our-oursel- res

and pdt Ourselves m a po-
sition to receive these blessings at tie
hands of God one and all of usf "Wm
eboald then be la a position to get
knowledge and intelligence of the
Lord in ail things as wemlgbt need. It
is obedience to the will of G ad that
brings Ills friendship and 11 is bles-
sings. v

Ia the early settlement of these val-
leys, when each Saobath we ate. and
drank at the table of the Lord nnion,
peace and love to eacfl other and the
Lordall was pleasant even in our
deep poverty. Now ia the face of , all
the opposition that we meet it Is not
quite fo easy to be a Siint ia some
respects. It Is easy for a mariner to
guide his ship in a fair wind but In a

and rough sea he requires a1I
the skill he possesses. So with the ship
Zlon, at one time all may be pleasant.

Behold we have been gathered to-
gether from the four quarters of the
earth. Many have coma here not for
the troth's sake, but to belter their'
condition temoorailv. 1 would like
to bear my testimony here, of the great 1

work and excellence or the Institution
that has helped so many to gather to
this . country. Presidents Brigham
Young and John Taylor well managed)its arrairs as Dsneisctors ox oar race,
and.rend.ered it very enljleat to bring
may thousands here.

In our scooping in the net, we Were
not then able to discern those that
were good from those that were badi
The Savior, said when the net was
cast into the sea, that it was likened
unto the kingdom of God, it brongthall sorts of fish to the shore, and r d

it to be true. The eood vrl.l be
'put into vessels, the bad will be cast
away. 'There are some people here,
who being traitors, : betray their
brethren" and Bisters men whom it
would have been better if they had
never come to this land r perhaps
better still If they had not been born-so-me

of them. And these, tegetherwith the enemies of Zlon, who ha ve
come np against the people of God, a re
doing their utmost to mike things
very unpleasant among us.

Darkness covers the earth and gross
darkness the people, because they
have changed the ordinances, they
have transgressed the laws, and they
have broken the everlasting covenant;
therefore hath a curse devoured the
earth, and it is dewmring it..

Now, then, let us look at this dark-
ness a little. The prophet, Lehi, said
he beheld in this visioa that there was
great darkness that he was led Into,
and he saw how difficult It was to get
through, and out of it. Into the light
again, indeed, he found the only way
to get through was by clinging: to the)
rod of iron.

This fs characteristic of the Saints
always, that while.they love the light
they fear not the darkness, while they
have the spirit and power of God with
them. -

We are reminded of one of the early
hymns that used to be sung,
"We want no cewarda ia our hand that wilt

their colors fly.
We call for valiant-hearte- d men, who'rs no

afraid to die." .

These are the" kind we have been
seeking for and have found a great
many i etui, while gathering them, we
nave naa to Dring otaers wnn mem.
The wheat aati tiiis a-r- n are eo mixed
np and have grown together, that if
we null up the tares, we will be very
apt to pull some of the wheat also; so
wti'ii wait until tao Harvest, ana tae
angels will gather the wheat la the gar-
ner, and the tares into bundles to be
ouraea in tne aae time of tae Lora.

But concernine this darkness t now. I
know that a good many of the Saints
axe put about over these thlcgs their
iatners are tagen en to prison, ineir
husbands are dragged away, and they
themselves are humbled in the dost bjreason of the inquisition that seems to
take possession of them and their
most fcacrad relations. Consequently,
there is a sad feeling and sorro w getslate the minds of some, bat we tell yoa
it is in these times tnat the test comes
to the increase of oar faith.

- There is such a thing as walking in
the .twilight, when your light does not
burn very brig it; but year eyes be
come adapted to the light and you can
see to walk .steadily without stum
bling, even if it be not In the fall light
of the Son of Bighteoasness. Bat by
and by that glorious Son will come ia
the fatness of Uis splendor.

The dawning of that day has come.
We are walking in the light of it, bat
when theSJQ of Kigateou? shall came
and dwell upon i the earth, the right-so- ns

will have a fulness of Uis glory.
Did yoa ever walk out in a dark

night when the vivid lightning flashed,
and the pealing thunder rolled over
your heads, when it was so dark yoa
could not see a step befare yoa? when
the glare of light came yon could see
what was bat a few steps ahead and
eonld so a short distance in safety?
When another flash ol ligut still farther
luanttnatea your pain way, until tne
storm had passed and yoa were en
abled to pursue your way steadily In
an even thiAigh perhaps not the bright-
est light. So with' the experience and
trials of the Saints : though the storm
may beat upon us, the ungodly bover
around us and thick i daikness
mar exist and threaten . destruc
Hon of property and life, still
between there will came to those who
are true and faithful, these manifesta
tions, from time, to time, that will
show them from one step to the next
the way to 'free of Life. Lehi saw in
his vision "an exceeding great mist of
darkness, insomnch that many who
commenced in the narrow path did lose
their way and wandered off and were
lost, while those who clung to the rod
of iron made their way safely
to the Tree and partook of its fruit."

Herein,' my brethren, is where we
come to the trial of our faith, though
not so much a trial oi our laitn per
baps, as of our integrity to the truth.
! Some feel tbeir weakness, and are a
little shaky whin they see our great
government is using away our prop
ertythe hard earnings .of our labor
and the toil of forty years and, ia the
midst of this canfasloa and Jar, won
der . what the outcome will be. Sod
Dose we should be stripped of oar pos
sessions by unscrupulous agencies, oar
frugality; temperance, industry ana
faith, in God would soon enable as to
place ourselves on a better basis of
wealth than we ever before enjoyed.
We could scarcely ' be brought to a
lower condition In that respect than
when we arrived in these valleys and
exist. My brethren., and sisters,
Godv has given ' as isdabitabl
(promises; pucb unqualified assur
ances, that lie would establish Uis
kingdom . ia this dispensation, and
that it shall sever be given to another
people, bat that Ue will deal with Uis
Saints, discipline and prepare them, so
that they will have that assurance and
confidence that they will never doubt,
and when Satan comes around and
tries to disturb their confidence and
unsettle tbeir integrity, they would
say, "Get thee behind me, Satan. It ia
written, Thou ehalt serve the
Lord thy God, and Him only
shalt thou-serve."-An- d as for. me
aad mine, we will 6erve - the Lord
Therefore. I say to you. my brethren
and sisters, when ' yoa are troubled
with any manner of griefs or adletioas
and are depressed, da not forget your
(rod. Getaway ia e your secret places
&nd pray unto and do cot allow
yourselves to ba diverted from the
right way of the L-rd- , but move care-foll- y,

and by and by taese clouds will
have passed away, the light will come.
Then, ob 1 ho- - tbanul yoa will be if

j you nave nt said or done anything
j that you will have W ce sorry for, ana
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