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but it is the same god who all in

all and they are given by the manifestations of
the spirit of god unto men to profit them

for behold to one is given by the spirit of
god that he may teach the word of wisdom

and to another that he may teach the work
of knowledge by the same spirit

and to another exceeding great faith and to
another the gifts of healing by the same
spirit

and again to another that he may work
mighty miracles

and again to another that he may prophesy
concerning all things

and again to another the beholding of
angels and ministering spirits

and again to another all kinds of tongues
and again to another we interpretation of

languages and of divers kinds of tongues
and all these gifts come by the spirit of

christ and they come unto every man severally
according as he will

and I1 would exhort you my beloved breth-
ren that ye remember that every good gift
cometh of christ

and I1 would exhort you my beloved breth-
ren that ye remember that hee is the same yes-
terday today and for ever and that all these
gifts of which I1 have spoken which are spirit-
ual never will be done away even as long as
the world shall stand only according to the un-
belief of the children of men

here we have another prophet that
gives the same testimony to the nation
unto whom he wrote that paul does in
almost the identical language because
both of them spoke and wrote by the
Sspiritirit1 of god but the prophetwamoronironi explains more fully
even than paul does concern-
ing these gifts he said that if the
day cometh that the power and gifts of
god shall be done away among you it
shall be because of unbelief not be-
cause god is not willing to bestow gifts
upon his children for as this prophet
says god is not a partial god neither
a chchangeable being but he is unchange-
able from all eternity to all eternity
his dealings with the children of men
are alike if they come to him with
faith and obey his gospel he is bound
by the promises that he has made to be-
stow upon them the same blessings and
not to discriminate between his chil-
dren for if he did so he would not be
a justajust being Butibut justiceustice is his attribute
and he deals justly with his children
he gives unto them his gifts and bles-
sings according to their faith to one
he tai

givesves one tiftgift to another he gives
anoanotherer gift thesehese gifts are given by
him forafor the perfection of his people
that in this valee of tears shut out as we
are from his presence a veil of dark-
ness having been drawn as it were be-
tween us and him those who will exer-
cise faith in his promises and willwill keep
his commandments may receive the
aid that is necessary to enable them to
walk before him and to enjoy his
power we are in a state of probationion
and to a certain extent in a state of dark-
ness many men in their unbelief say
giflf god be god why does he not re-
veal himself to men why does he
ootgot show his face why does he not
give tangible evidence otof his existence
why does he leave us to walk in the
dark groping hither and thither to find
the light if he be the being that the
scriptures say he is why does he not
reveal himself with greater plain-
ness unto mankind and dissipateissi pate those
doubts remove this darkness and end
these controversies and this conten-
tion

skeptics ask these questions but
those who have faithlaith in god understand
that this is a state of probation that we

are sent purposely to have our faith
tested and developed by the exercise
of faith a knowledge of god can be ob-
tained as well as the blessings and gifts
of god so that man need not walk in
darkness and in doubt he can receive
the evidences from the lord by the
exercise of faith that will convince him
of the existence of his father in heaven
and also of his willingness to hear and
answer the prayers and supplicationsions
which are addressed to him in sincerity
it is for this purpose that these gifts are
bestowed that those who do obey the
commandments of god shall have
privileges blessings and powers that
those who do not take this course can-
not have the bestowal of these is to
create a distinction between the people
of god and those who are not his peo-
ple to give them that superiority which
the enjoyment of these gifts bring

we have been endeavoring for sixty
three years as I1 have said to lead man-
kind to believe that these things are
possible but it has been an uphill bus-
iness there have been great obstacles
in the way men have doubted it
why they have asked this question
the generations that have preceded

us lived without these blessings have
they therefore come short they can-
not understand it because these bles-
singss ings and gifts have not been enjoyed
they look upon it as an evidence that it
was not intended that they should be
enjoyed not taking into account
the statement that I1 have read
in your hearinhearing that through un-
belief these girgiftst have been with-
drawn men have not enjoyed them
because they have not believed they
could be enjoyed how could it be ex-
pected that men would receive these
gifts if they did not believe it was the
will of god to bestow them that has
been the condition of the world we
find it so in our missionary efforts we
find the whole world it may be said in
this condition men who have read the
bible all their days and who have based
their hopes of salvation upon its words
are to be found in every land in this
condition of unbelief concerning these
gifts and blessings

our father in heaven determined to
restore in our day the truth to the earth
he has restored it he has restored
his church he has rerestored the au-
thority of the everlasting priesthood by
means of which mankind can receive
the ordinances and the blessings which
always follow obedience to these ordi-
nances

to show you brethren and sisters and
friends that it is gods design that these
gifts should be enjoyed in our day I1
will read from a revelation that god hashas
given to this church through his
prophet it is a revelation given shortly
after the church was organized the
lord says

wherefore beware lest ye are deceived and
that ye may not be deceived seek ye earnestly
the best gifts always remembering for what
they are given

for verily I1 say unto you they are given for
the benefit of those who love me and keep all
my commandments and him that so to
do that all may be bene fitted that or
that asketh ot me that asketh and not for a
sign that he may consume it upon his lust

and again verily I1 say unto you I1 would
that ye Sshould always remember and always
retain in your minds what those gifts are that
are given unto the church

1I think it is very important that as
I1 latter day saints we should always re

tain inin our minds what these giftsgifts arare
that are given unto the churcochurch notnor
unto the church of the corinthians not
unto the church of the ephesians not
unto any of the primitive churches isig
this word of god addressed but unto us
who now live and who constitute ththe
church ifcf jesus christ otof latter day
saints

for all have not every gift given unto them
for there are many gifts and to every man is
given a gifft by the spirit of god

to some it isis given one and to some is givegideo
another that all may be profited thereby

to some it isis given by the holy ghost to
know that jesus christ isis the son of god and
that he was crucified for the sinssins of the world

to others it isis given to believe oononn their
words that they also might have eternal life rfif
they continue faithful

and again to some it isis given by the holholy
ghost to know the differences of administration
as it will be pleasing unto the same lord ac
cording as the lord will suiting his mercies
according to the conditions of the childrenschildre
of men

and again it isis given by the holy ghost to
some to know the diversities ofot operations1
whether isis be of god that the manifestations of1
the spirit may be given torto every man to profit
withal

and again verilyvenly I1 say unto you to some if
is given by the spirit of god the word of
wisdom

to another it isis given the word of knowlknow
edge that all may be taught to be wise andancl
to have knowledge

and again to some it isis given to have faith
to be healed

and to others it isis given to have faith to
heal

anandd again to some it isis given the workworkinganz
of miracles

and to others it isis given to prophecy
and to others the discerning of spirits
and again it isis given to some to speak wiwith

tongues
and to another it isis given the interpretinterpretationatio

of tontonguesaues
and all these gifts cometh from god for ththe

benefit of the children of god
and unto the bishop of the church and antor

such as god shall appoint and ordain to Wwatch
over the church and to be elders ununtoto arctth
church are to have itt given unto them to dis
cern all those gifts lest there shall be any
among you professing and yet be not of god

and it shall come to pawpass that he that asketh
in spirit shall receive inin spirit

that unto some it may be given to have anall
those gifts that there may be a head inin ordorder
that every member may be profited thereby 1

he that asketh in the spirit asketh accord
ing to the will of god wherefore it isis dondone
even as he asketh s

and again I1 say unto you all things rnmust
be done in the name of christ whatsoever yoyou
do inin the spirit

and ye must give thanks unto god in the
spirit for whatsoever blessing ye are blessblessed
with

and ye must practice virtue and holiholinessholinesd
before me continually even so amen

this is the word of god to thish
church inin our day showing thatit these
gifts and blessings are ours if we will
live for them I1 have read to you tha
testimony of an ancient apostle to tthe
people unto whom he was sent Hhis
te is that these gifts were ttoabb
enjoyed by the church I1 have read
you the writings of another prophet
who dwelt on this land he bears
mony inin almost the same language a
paul being inspired by the same spirit
that these gifts would always be en
joyed as long as the world should stanstancle
and that they never would be done aw
with only through the unbelief of tthe
children of men and I1 have read toi
you the words of god through Hha
prophet in our day bearing testimonymonir
that these gifts are for the church now


