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“LIVING IN POLYGANMY.”

SINCE the renewal of public atten-
tion W, the *Mormon'’ guestion,
arvused by the indefensible course of
the Governor Utab, in certifying
to a falsehood for the purpose of de-
priving the “Mormons™ of any re-
presentation in Congress, we have
seen in the public journalt repeated
allusions 10 the practice of “living
in polygamy in defian¢e of the law.”
Oar Delogate is referred to as one
who thus lives, and a gheat many
suggestions And instructions and
demands are made to Congress in
reference] to' him and the people
whom he has s0 ably represented,
on the hypotliesis that they_are liv-
ing In _ of law. ¢

We wish to show, beyénd the pos
sibility of pefulition, that'this is §
mistaken view of the case. The
opinlons] and recommendations, and
moralizings and threats of the press
and the clefgy In relation to this
matler are Based wupon Incorrect
premises. Theré Is nothing In the
Constitation gr the lawa of the Unit-
ed Stales
“living in |

rectly. It is silent altogether on the
marriage question, It was ev tly
the intentioh of the fathers of our
counfiry W léave that subject outside

of national gontrol, to be regmiated

in the variogs States’ as the peopldfcountry,

in each might determine. If mar-
riage ls refognized as “ordained of
God,” and i Is admitted thatds &
properly solemn fzed <~ matcinonial
ceremony “God has joined together”
the partiesjunited, as many so-called
“Christians® pedfess o belleys a4
well as the “Mormons, “then Congress
has no Constitutionad righit towheddle

with marriage, for it is an establish-

meut of religion,” specially protected

from congtessional igterference by
the highest law lof f8e Juuid. The
Constitution certainly does not for-
bid polygamy, nor attempt to regu-
late marriage of any kind ' any
WaYy. : e "

The lawi of the United States are
equally silent Jupon {he subject of
“living in polygamy.” Weshall here
be met by elamorous citations to the
law of 1854 -But we maintain that
thore Is nothing ln that statute that
forbids ““li ijng in polygamy.” Read
it carefylly and sea if there sany
sach provision. What is the law
almed aglinst? Bimply an ordi-
nance, ceremony or “establish ment”
of the Chuirch of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saluts, 1t declates that
“Every patson having a hasband or
wife living ‘who marries amother,
whether miarried or single, in a Ter-
ritory oc other place over which the
United States have exolusive juris-
diction, s guilty of bigamy;” and
provides that such pemson “shall be

; by & fine of not more than
five hundred dollars sad by im-
prisonmend for a term not more than
five yoars,” certalu specified condi-
tions excepted.

The off ense here declared to be big-
amy s the marrying of more wivesor
hustands” than one, That which is
here inio a erime ls the
conlract, #os she cohabitation. If a
man has & wife Jegally married to)
him, and fives with other women in
carnal oo this law does
not affecthim =0 Jong as he has
made no tontract or agreement of|
marriage - with those women,
It s the only thing that could
possibly sanctify the man’s actions
which s by this statute constituted
eriminal,. The living with -thei
women, thelr bearing children to
him, hissupport or his logt  of
them, or By condudt lnum o-
wards them is not forbidden so long

with them. Justas soon
riea them or elther of them, this law
is after him, but not belore.
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been growing in publie favor, and its | thation,

subseription list has been
Increasing. Since the opening

new year this inerease. has been re-4

extending far beyond oar |6

Miticipations: " 'We e, In ] odawe-
guence, ‘able to make = change
which webelieve will oest’ the
approval of our. :-;-,.-. st
numberof Volume XVFwill be is-|
sued mw:mmdﬂd

weekly in the whole region
of the Rocky Mountains.. Jt
contain all the news _published
our daily fssue, with - exception |
of a few local itemas of
teres( to peopla . - in ~ - the
the telegraphic  dis-
patches, homénews, correspondence
local and forelgs; vreports- of  ednffer-

ees, sermons preached by the Fimst
*:uldency, Aposties and Eiders,
editorials on current topigs, aelecked
| articles of interest to the general read-

tertaining, all tending to make up a

uhe Latter-day Saints, and
suitable readls hruﬂm"i‘o%'
love truth and wish to know whatis
going on in the world.' > :
We can confidently recommend

make

.

EreT NEws to every person mnot
reached by a dally mall, as the best,
cheapest and most reliable paper
claiming thelr attention. It will
keep thesa posted |
and tea¢hings of the Church,explain
things not generally understood that
ought to be known by all, expound
true doctrine, expose error, defend
the rightis of the people, maintain
civil and religious liberty, and su

noble and exalt mankind in time
and eternity.

The price of the enlarged
Seml - Weekly will be. the
jsame as for the last volume—
Four Dollars a year, Two Dollars for
six months, One Dollar per quarter,
postage free. Pre-payment required
in every instance. Those desiring te
subscribe and commence with the
new volume can be accommodated,
as we shall print some extra coples
to meet further expected demands.

And we here remind our business
men and firms that the DesEreT
News SeMi-Wsskry, with its jo.}
mense circulation, offers the best op-
porianity to reach the general pub-
lle'in Utah and the. surrcunding
States and Territories, that is afford-
ed by any journal pablished in'the
 region named. We have no need to
press th isfmatter tonny great extent,
but merely direct the attention of
live com mercial people to an undeni
able fact that they may recognize to
thelir own advantage.
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jolned the Church of Jesus Cheist
day Saints in 160, and whils fu ber native |'
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E ARE NOW PREPARED
to receive orders for FAMILY |
RECORDS of an approved form.
Each bock is divided into four forms.
The first form is that of a “FAM.
ILY RECORD,” with ruled sns
printed spaces for births, masriages
and deaths, in each family, also for
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BUG

ROACHES, BLACK

and lo-

; | e : ; " ' .
15 cts. i ..l ll..!::iknl":r amnodlﬁng::efmﬂy. gt
- o) ﬂ!iﬂ!"ﬂ?llﬂ; B0 § PACKETS, $1.95.] The second form is & “CHURCH
4.5 o i tree from Wit | RECORD,” with spaces for bless-

soy olimate. It | ings, baptisms, conflrmations, ordl-

e ek
ERETRS ot

TN

>

PTEABRUARY!

OES

, 8H

5907 s sHoE

-

C i

-—

&GOLD

v
- 4 -
n ;
-4 = B
v
A

miis @
=1 4

HOODS

_ [T M 08
Jou [ 2T L il g e T

AARID A 36858
+A-MPION

L0 TNETEOITy

TH aday s

TUTTO N
|

W

-
i

TLAM
T

-
I

S J2UAHR T ]vﬂ

VIO x 'a\., A ig - ..1.',3 X

L

i
L

:

S ke A T oo

y M v F
= +

! "m .R'V"JIW'NT % Ty < £3
‘8 i ’ o ™ «‘__ I : A *." 1 L

Y 1

i



