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PRESIDENT TAYLORS BIRTH-
DAY

TODAYTO DAY president john taylor is
seventy eight years of alagege vigorous
robust in the full enjoyment of his
faculties he bears his years with dig
nituItyand his white hairs but add beauty
to his brow and make his appearance
venerable he occupies a grand and
unique position As prophet seer and
revelator and president of the church
ot jesus christ of latter day saints
te stands before heaven and earth
more honored than a king he holds
the keys of the everlastinglusting priest-
hood and through him when
the eternal ratherr has any communi-
cation forfoehleli organized church below

that revalarevila ion will come it mat-
ters not auw many may reject his
authority or how few recognize his
mission he is the servant of the al-
mighty and the chief living apostle of
the lord

he has been firm and faithfulfaithaal from
the beginning liehe has journeyed in
many lands and sailed oer many seas
for the gospels sake liehe Jhasbas braved
the violence of mobs and metinet
the champions of modera ortho-
doxy I1 and uasubduedby tongue and pen hebe has
advocated the truths of heaven
and vindicated human rights he has
been a foe to oppression and a friend
to the distressed his blood has
mingled with thethelflowinglowing life tide of
the martyrs and he bears in his odybodyb
the leaden tokens of their murderers
hate

the head of a large and noble house-
hold hebe is absent from the hearth
around which todayto day are gathered a
host who recognize him as their patri-
arch and chief in exile for his religi-
on he may not mingle with the loved
ones whose hearts deatbeat for him with
fond affection since the passage
of the infamous edmunds act
he has not dwelt in the same house
with his wives and children because
he desired not to jeopardize the inter-
ests of the church and yet todayto day he
lingers afar off while hasbis posterity
meet to do him honor his enemies
thirst torfor his capture and would rend
the air with yells of delight to see him
behind prison bars yet hebe has done
nothing to injure one of them andaasand has
broken no lawlav and the only thing that
can be laid to hisbis charge is faithful
devotion to that which he believes
with all his soul to be right

he has been mercifully preserved
by providence jorfor the work to
whichwatch he is called and the prayers ot
many thousands daily arise that he
may still be protected from all who
would do him harm mayalay their faith
prevail and may hisbig days be yet many
and be spent in liberty and in peace

we congratulate president taylor
on reaching so good an age with so
much vigor of mind und body may
his form be still erect and his brow re-
main serene unruffled as of yore
may he view with complacency the
storms that are brewing around him
and secure in the hands of omnipo-
tence may he yet direct torfor many years
tierie choreacharca and kingdom of our god on
airthwe join in the prayers and good
wishes that go up from every
town and village inin utah and from
many places throughout the world in
his behalf and say god bless him and
givegive him many happy returns of his
birthday on earth and a crown of ce-
lestial glory among the holy ones in
the heaven of heavens

THE LEAVEN STARTED

THE true standing of the latter day
saints who are pentcent to prison is being
gradually recognized the letter from
charles I1 kempekemleinin our issue of to-
day and another from the same gentle-
man that appeared recently are indi-
cations of this these men alej not
criminals in the general acceptation of
the term they are not looked upon
as sucksuch bybv intelligent people who come
inia contact with them and become ac-
quaintedquain ted with the 1

1characcharactertei of their
relireligiousbious convictions

by their fruits ye shall know
them auan evil tree cannot forth
good fruit nor vwvice versa tue influ-
ence ot01 these inmnn is pacific and other-
wise beneficent in prisons as else-
where so far as there are opportunities
lorfor it to extend it is lekfelt instillin
tibiousous they are incarcerated and
asa s a rule they rufuse confidence in all
with whom they are brought in con-
tact the moral effect of their pres
tact has been so marked as to enforce
itoita recognition in penitentiary

it11 has been acknowledgedacknowledgeacknowledg ed by those who
have hadbad the supervision of that insti-
tution and is18 understood by the other
convicercon viCES their moral status has also
been recognized in every other prison
into which they have been thrust by a
mistaken and cruel policy on the part
utot the governmentGove and woremore especi-
ally of its local representatives from
winch a class of men so intrinsically
w thy merit treatment the exact an-
tipodesti des of what they receive

thehe leaven of justice has already be-
gun to work men of honor who are
opposed to the religious faith andprac-
tices of the saints are not willing thatthai
this difference of view should cause
them to coincide with the outrages
perpetrated upon them in the name ofrawlaw the local method of segregating
the offense of unlawfulul cohabitation
enenablingabling the persecutors to send a
person accused of that offenseto prison for as long a period as
may suit their whim and gratify their
malignity and rob him as extensively
asam they please in the name of the gov-
ernmenternment is beginning to be unsparing-
ly denounced by tilethe better class of
people who become acquainted with
antianil mormon jurisprudence those
who perpetrate those wrongs are look-
ed upon as pervertors of tae law and
bigoted religious crusaders while their
victims are beginning to be regarded
with respect and sympathysym the
inflictorsinflictors of the crueltiescruel ties have
begun to go up while the victims
go down when both are placed in the
balances of intelligent and fair minded
setuscrutinytiny the recognition of thelruethe true
position may be small to begin with
out as sure as justice is the right ot all
men so sure will the lump be leavened
until the persecutors are held in uni-
versal execration as the very vultures
of society and those whom they have
injured arearc esteemed torfor their intrin-
sic moral worth which will ultimately
force itself into general recognition it
is only a question of ioime

in the meantime there is but little
apparent hope that the crusaders will
relent the extent of their unjust
operations is measuredInea by their popower
to inflict their disposition admitting
of no other limit to the outrages they
commit in the name of law which is
turned twisted expanded or con-
tracted according as the character of
their purpose appears to demand

importance OF FAST MEET-
INGS

THE first thursday of each month has
from the early days of the church been
set apart as a season for fasting and
prayer blessing of little children
COL firmin baptized members and ten-
dering offerings for the support of the
poor Altalthoughbough fast meetings are an
ordinance of the church they are in
some respects almost a dead letter

the attendance at these meetings Is
generally very small this Is partially
accounted for by the fact that
theythey are held at a time when
the adult male portion of the com-
munity Is actively engaged in toofle
usual vocations of life most of the
workingmen are under the control of
employers and their time hours
of duty is not at their own disposal
probably there are many who
would not attend even if the situation
were otherwise where employedemployes are
members of the church it may in some
instances be advisadvisableawe to close up
for a few hours or perhaps
give a portion of the handsbands

to lorfor the pur-
pose of going to fast meeting but
this plan would not always operate
satisfactorily for as already intimated
not a fewfew would bbe disposed to use the
time torfor other purposes than that in-
tended weWeonobserveserve that this rule
that of giving employedemp loyes the opportu-
nity of attending fast meetings has
been adopted by the woolley youyoungnaandaad hardy company and by burtonbarton
and gardner work is also sus-
pended on the temple block
lorfor the same object in these matters
circumstances have to be duly consid-
ered the lack of opportunity to at-
tend these gatherings is far ffromrom ac-
countingcountitig for the paucity of the number
of brethren generally seen in attendatten
ancer sometimes it is so small thatsome difficulty is experienced in at-
tending to the administration of the
ordinances named in the firstarst para-
graph of this article

the congregations are to a large
degree necessarily composed of women
andchilchildrendrea butbat they to not turnoutturn out
to that extent that they should it tois
highly important that at least the chil-
dren should be educated to an under-standing of the importance of this or-
dinancedi nance and especially to the neces-
sity of contributing to the wants of
the poor while there are many of the
people who can furnish reasonable
excuses for personal attendance there
are comparatively few but can send
members of their familiesmillesfa espe-
ciallyc ally the younger ones and
reg their offeringsbugs for the
support of the needy there are many

neglect this duty not
from an ungenerous disposition but
from having sunk into a condition of
thoughtlessness bordering upon indif-
ference some again have adopted
the custom of donating to the poor
once a year and in this way Ilumlumpingpin
it thus relieving themselves of
the necessity of giving the sub-
ject more frequent attention it is
a question as to whether conformity
wita an established ordinance thus
recognizing a salutary custom and an

to alleviate the condition of the
poor as their needs arise is not much
the better way

the duliss of the saints in all thinthings
are clear before them they shouldd
be reminded of them in the spirit of
kindness and persuasion there will
be a final summing up
ment based on the deeds dou iba the
body will be declared

THE ELECTIONS

THE smoke of the battle has
ly cleared upop from the field to give cisas a
reasonably comprehensive idea of how
the positions of the respectrespectivelVe hosts
lie considerable disaster hashao oc-
curred here and there andana none
of the forces have emerged
from the conflict with serried
columns while among the capcaptainstalas
many have lenThefal defeat of speaker
carlisle of kentucky and morrison of
illinois which seem probable althis
writing and of frank hurd of ohio
which is certain are perhaps the
hardest blows the democracy nashas tota
bear they could better have spared
other men

the next house of representatives
will be democratic by a very small
majority not exceeding twenty five
and it may fall as low as ten lain the
present house that party predominates
by forty three votes but any ma-
jority inconsonancein consonance with the admin-
istration is better than none as with
both branches of congress against it
the situation of trio president and his
cabinet would be very embarrass
inggnp

the netneg result is a decided republi-
can gain although they have suffered
serious reverses in places in minne-
sota where they have all the congress-
men at present the demo
brats have apparently captured
all the firstfirst time the latter
party has had a onoa from
that state in iowa they have gathered
in two or three representatives and
this state has so uniformly sent an un-
broken republican delegation to con-
gress that anything else coming from
that source will savor somewhat of a
political curiosity the same except
as to numbers can be said
of nebraska where tilethe de-
mocrats get a representative
for the first time since the present

first organized as territory
in new hampshire where three re-
publicanspublic ansaDs have been chosen as con-
gressmen right along for years the
delegation to the fiftieth congress
will stand two democrats and one re-
publican in new jersey it looks as if
the legislature was demo-
cratic and if this should
prove to be the case there will be one
more democrat and one less republi-
can in the united states senate as the
former body elects a benator to suc-
ceed mr sewell whose term
on the fourth of marmarchch next anrethehe
legislatures of california and indiana
each of which states havebave an out-
going senator are still in doubt
and if these should be dem-
ocraticocratic with the gain of one al-
ready secured in virginia the senate
would change hands and bottboth brabranchesliches
ol01 congress thus be in harmony with
the administration

the most serious losses to both
parties have occurred mainly in their
respective strongholdsstrong holds which illus-
trates the truth of the old adage that

politics makes strange bec 11

PLANS OF THE KNIGHT

tueTHE holding of the recent convention
of knights of labor in RichmondVa
was one of the most events
that have occurred upon the Aner ioan
contilcontinentlent since the close of the vur
that followed the agitation otol the great
slavery question it was a
stride ininthethe direction otoi
ing the vast mass ot
bone and muscle iaa toethe nation
preparatory to a war with
capital a war which may be only de-
fensive ati first but which is almost
certain to become within a short timeaggressaggressiveve also that convanconventiontion was
a jeanwmeans of greatly aiding the workork of
effecting a thorough national organi-
zation which when perfected will
render the knights of labor a mighty
force in the natio nand it is nob easy
to see from whence will ecim the
power that will be able to cope with it
should it adoptadept a determined andaad bel-
ligerentli policy

Capitacapitalistslift and the better class of
papoliticiansitic ians have hitherto hoped that
the knights of labor whose ranks
embrace menen of every shade of politi-
cal belief would not as a body take a

course in political mat-
ters and the official disclaimers that
have come from the organization from
time to time have afforded grounds
for the belief that the knights
would refrain from voting as a
party or body at elections but if the
philadelphia inquirer is correct inia itsinterpretation of01 the purposes of the
order the capitalists and statesmen of
the nation are destined to be disap-
pointed that paper says

the knights of labor propose toset national capital a con-gress similar to that vfof the unitedstates composed however of only
thirty eight members this congress
is intended to instruct theabo federal

congress what bills it shall pass and
whatw h at it shalla refuse to pass theT pro-
posed planshall0off ititss opoperationerat ion is that as
btoon00n ass a bbillll111 hhasas bbeeneen ppresentedres to
either house of the federal congress
it shall be taken up and considered bby
the knights of labor congress 9if
that body approve it the bill will be
passed if not rejected and there-
upon tlethe decision of the knights leg-
islature will be messaged to the fed-
eral legislature by this s means
the congress of the united states will
be prevented approving adv bill dis-
approved by the knights of labor or
otof disapprovingaisapproving of any bill approved of
by them lain short the federal con-
gress is to be subjected to the rigorous
supervision of the congress of a trades
union and held contincontinuallybally under the
espionage and threats of a secret so-
cial organization

at first view it seems wonderfulwondernal that
the american people should witness
with such apathy as they manifest the
development of movements so menac-
ing to the perpetuity of their favorite
institutions as are some now afoot in
the nation including the plans of the
knights of labor but on ffurther con-
sideration it will plainly appear that
the people of the nation can do little
or nothing to stay the progress
of such movements the knights of
of labor have the right to establish a
congresston gress of their representatives in
washington if they wish to sogo starjar as
the law is concerned that congress
if established will have a perfect legallega
right to express to members of the na-
tional legislatureslegislature i its approval or dis-approvalap kovalofot bills pending in that body
and it will have the right to urge and
influence members of the order which
it represents to vote for or against
the men whom it may desig-
nate t as friendly 0orr hostile to
its interests under the constitution
no bawlaw can be framed to preventpreveat the
knights from carrying out the plan torfor
a national congress to be located at
the nations capcapitaltal and to exercise
the influence upon legislation indicated
by the inquirer

with the knights of labor so organ-
ized that the stevedores ofef new york
will contribute money to feed the
families of striking pork papackersackers inchicagochicago while tthehe typograph-
ical unions of the pacific
slope are extending pecuniary
aiatoaid to the striking street car drivers
of st louis and with a working mens
parliament sitting inia the shadow of the
capitol at the seat of government
dictasdictating byb the power otof the ballot
what billbills8 akethe president of the united
states shall or shall not sign scenes of
interest and moment are likelylikely to en-
sue that such a condition of organ-
ization and power is aimed at and will
be attained by the knights of labor
seems proprobableable at the present time

THE VALUE OF GOOD AND
CAPABLE MEN

AcACCORDINGcORDIN G to a dispatch in this issue
general john A logan has been utter-
ing words which embody considerable
wisdom he holds that the condition
of affairs is such in the large cities
thattiethat the mayoraltiesmayoral ties have become as
importantImport aut in a sensegense as
shins of states this is MR only the
recognition of ththe fact that in order to
insure good government it must be
conducted on sound principles from
the very foundation to the top
of the structure butbat it is
also an of the
the existence ot a potential danger if
the fundamental portion of the build-
ing is rotten it is not reasonable to
expect that the fabric will stand
hence the necessity in a republic for
even the source the people to be up-
right and the lower ffunctions of the
system to be purely performed

no people can be prosperous or hap-
py when they are the victimsvictim of

by the existence of bad
men in office the latter day saints
were from the earliest days admon-
ishedon this point by the voice of reve

the prophet they were
directed to seek out and sustain good
menmea for official positions whenever
this idea has been departed fromfrom
trouble has been the result it hahass
been so everywhere it will continue
to be so it is an inevitable effect
sspringingrid ing from a given cause place
authorityatho lity upon an unscrupulous man
and trouble ensues it is not confined
to the putting of suchmuch men in positions
of an official character clothe
them with responsibility in
the manipulation ofof any matters
of publicbublic moment and the consequence

be as a rule similar andana when
disaster is the result of their crooked
course they will either exonerate
themselves from blame by placing it
upon others shoulders or at least drag
Innoinnocentzent persons into the miery puddles
of obliquity which they have created

the valueue of the idolce to demol-
ish party lines in the selection of the
best menthemen the qualifications being hon
esty integrity and geugeneraleral adaptsadaptabilitybirtty
cannot be oveoverestimatedabed examine
wethe past course of a man of that char-
acter and impartial investigation will
find it straight in the case ot his anti-
podes numerous windings contor
eions and twi stings will be discovered
good honest upright men are a
sandfold more precious than all the
gold of ophir their value is generally
discovered after they are dead for
those who scorn to lie deceive
and cheat are not likely
to be largely appreciated in a
world where such evils are so com-
mon it ioia not popular asa a rule to

speak the straight truth for sound
ddoctrine0etrin L whwhichic h isis the truth is not
generally acceptable to act upon it
iiss notn 0t mmuchuch mmore0re sso0

if the nation would locally and
generally speaking select officials
from amongamone the best element the
country affords in place of awarding
place to men who seek it for the op-
portunitiesport unities and spoils it affords
they would infuseuse a preservative
agent throughout the body politic
but the tendency is the other way
this corrupting inclination is increased
by the very danger which gen logaa
says threatens the large cities of the
union the massmassess easily made a
preyereyI1 to demagogues are beginning to
feel their ability to wield an over-
whelmingwh elming power in politics they
POpossess votes and votes are what
10count in political contests men of
brainsbrain but who are utterly unprinci-
pled will not be slow to cocobitui t the favor
of those who have it in their hands to
turn the political scales whichever
way they wish to they will throw
dust in thetae eyes of the people and cap-
tivate them by guile deceit and 8spe-
cial

e-
cial sr through this croonedcrooked
and slimy path they will gainfain access to
positions that should be filled bybv better
men disappointment disasterdisa and
confusion worse confounded will be
the result and misery the crop that
suchbuch a soilsoil will yield

some journals trippingly dismiss all
apprehensions in relation to the
danger to which general lo-gan hadbad reference when he
urged the necessity for the mayor
altie of large cities beinabeing filled by
good and capable men reareadyy to act on
emergencies they extinguish it with
a puff of loyal sentiment much usas
some writers fight and win battles on
paper which have been fought and
lost in the field but like the blood
spots upon the hands of lady maemac
belh the ulcerous parts upon the body
politic will not out the poison is in
the system and largely diffdiffusedused through
the blood the complaint being by no
means local

many things have been pointed out
regardregardingln the future of the nation by
josjosephe h smith the very idea of ac

P
tag as correct any forecast from

such a source is popularly scouted
this contemptuous treatment of what
hebe enunciated will not however
diminish the correctness of misstatehis state-
ments he spoke of a time when the
masses of the people would become a
prey to demagogues who would by
catering to their passions and pre-
judices gain positions ofprominence
and administer public affairs so un
scrupulously and outrageously as to
produce ruin and anarchy

what does the present situation
premise

defendants RIGHTS
IGNORED

IT Is not long since the directed
attention to doings we esteem most
unwarrantable and fusullnsultinating on the
part of 17 S commissioner mckay
dedoeshe does not appear tobeto be guldguidededbyby
any principle in manipulating hisbis
court As we understand it hebe cannot
well be guided by knowledge
torfor if there be one particular more
than another in which hebe shines with
special lustre it is in the absence of in-
formation to call him a modernwould be a reflection in our
opinion upon the memory of that no-
torious character for liebe at least
is credited with the possession
of some knowledge of law while itmay be asked whether or not all the
acquisition in that line attained by the
official now under consideration wasor was not derived from the sweep
ings of judge sutherlandsherlandsSut office
when he acted as charwoman for thatgentleman in all but the matter of sex

commissioner kickay dodoggedlygedly per-
sists in cases of af cohabita-
tion in compelling legal wives to
ceiftestify aagainstgains their husbands8 bands without
ththee attbatterslat ers cuconsent and against the
will of the witness in matters of con-
fidential communication the protestsbro tests
of counsel for the defense are treatedwith contempt and have beenmet bybt insult from him
not only iss ththisIs the casebut he asserts
that judge zane has not held that legal
wives can norbe compelled to testify in
relation to any confidential commu-
nicationni between herself and her hus-
band he thus shows either a willing
ignorance of what has been held iniii
the district court or hebe in-
sists in contemptuously disregarddisregardinglu
the rules adopted inin the court of which
his is but an arm so to speak or an
auxiliary

thisatpoint was brought squarely be-
forere judgege zane in the case against
james eardley in which objec-
tion was IF raised to testimony
being given by mrs zur
viah eardleyeardle theTthe I1legalegal wife of thedefendant aveve here make an extract
from the countaccount of that particular
proceeding in the case referred to

the defense offered the objection
that the witness herself declined to
testify against her husband mr raw-
lins stated that he desired to argue the
case

the court said the question had been
discussed on a former occasion and
would allow the witness to answerany question except as to confidential
communications made by the defend-
ant

in the face of this commissionermckay iterates and reiteratesiteratesre thatjudge zane holds that a wife is a com-
petent witness in allU matters in this


