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PRESIDEXNT TAYLOR’S BIRTH-
DAY,

To-pay President Jobn Tuylor is
sevenly-cight years of age. Yigorous,
robust, Jo the {ull enjoyment of his
facuities, be bears his years with dig-
nity,and his white hairs but add beauty
to his brow and make his appearance
veoerable. He occupies # grand and |
unique position. As Prophet,Seer and
Revelator and Presjdeut of the Church
ot Jesus Cbrist of Latter-day Salots,
Ye stands before heaven and earth
more honored tban o kiny, HMe holds
the keys of the everlusting Priesg-
bood, and throuzh bjm  when
the Eternsl Father husd uny commun!-
cation for His orgunized Chorch belosw
—that revila-ion will come. 1t mat-
ters not huw manty may reject bis
anthority or bow few recoguizs his
mission, be is the servant of the Al-
mighty und the chief ilving Apostle of
the Lord.

He bus been firm gnd frzithfu] {rom
the beglnning., He hug Jourueyed in
maty lends and sziled o'er mapy seas
for the Gospel's zake. Ie has braved
the violeuce of wobs and 1wet
the cbawpions of 1mmodera ortho-
doxy, unfearidy apd  unsubdued,
By tongoe and pen  he bhas
ur'}\-ocnted the truths of beaven
and vindicated human rights. He lLas
been a foe to oppression and o friend
to the distressed. Hijs blood has
miogled with the fowing 1ife-tide of
the martyrs, und be bears in his body
E'be leaden tokens of their murderers'

ate.

The head of 2 large and noble house-
hold, he is zbsent froa the bLearth
around which tu—dui,' are rathéred &
host who recognize bim as thelr putri-

arch and chiet. In exile for his rellgi-
00, he may not mingle with the loved
ones whose hearts beat for him with
fond affectlon., Since the passame
of the infamous Edmuoonds Act
he bias pnot dwelt in the sume house
with his wives aod chtidren, beecnuse
he desired not to jeopardize the inter-
ests of the Church, aud yet to-day he
Iingers afur off while his posterity
mocet to do him bonor. His enemles
thirstfor his capture and would rend
the air with yells of delizht to see him
behiud prison bars. Yet he has done
nothing to lujure one of thew and has
broken no law, snd the only 1hiog that
can be laid to bLis charge is fuithful
duvotion to that whichh he belleves
with al] his soul to be right.

He bas been mercifully preserved
by Providence .for the work to
which he iscalled, and the prayers ot
many thousands duily arise that he
muy still be protected from all who
would-do bim hayrm., Muay their faith
prevail; and may hik duys be yet many
apnd be speat in Jiberty and in peace!

We congratulate Presideut Taylor
on rexching so goed an age with so
much vigor of mind und body. May
bis form be still erect and his brow re-
main sereve. Unruifled as” of yore,
muy he view with complaceucy the
stoyms thet are brewing around bim,
and, secure In tie handz of Qunlpo-
teuce, muy he yet dlrect for many years
t1e (gnurcu gnd Klosgdom of our God on
elrth.

We join in the prayers and good
wislies that g0 1 irew every
town and viliare in Utah and from
many places throughout the world in
his behulf, and szy, God bless him and
rive him many upx&y returnos of his
gh'thday on carth, and & crown of ce-
lestial glory umonyg the holy ones in
the beaven of heavens!

THE LEAVEN STARTED.

THE true standing of the Laiter-day
Saints who are gent to prison {8 belng
gradually recognized, The letter from
Churles I. Kempe in our issue of to-
duy and another {rom the same gentle-
wap that appeared recently, are indi-
cuations of this. These men arel pot
¢riminals in the general acceptation of
the term. They are not Jooked upon
a4 such by inteiligent people who come
incontact with themr and become uc-
qusinted with the Jcharacter of their
religious convictions.

$By their frults ye shall know
themw.'? Ap evil tree cannot bring forth

good {ruit, nor vice rverse., Tue influ-
ence of these m:u is pacildc aud other-
wise bevelicent iz prisons a3 else- |
wilere,so far as there areopporiunities
for it to extend. 1t §s felit iniostitu-
t:on8 whese they are incarcerated, and
asu rule they jufuse countidence {n all
with whom they sre broughtincon- |
tact, The moraj ¢ffect of thelr pres-
«nco bas been Bo murked as Lo enforce
{Ls recoguition 1o theUtah penlientiary.
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1t bas been acknowlerdged by thoge who
buve bad the supervision of that insti-
tution, s0d 1s understood by the other
coavicts. ‘I'beir moral status has also
been recognlzed in every other prison
into whict: they huave becd thrust by o
mistaken and cruel policy on the part
uf 1be Government—aud tnore eapeci-
ally of ita jocal reprcsentutives—from
which u class of men so iotrinsically
worlhy merit treatmeunt the exact an-
tipodes of what they receive.

The ieaven of jnstice has already be-
gun to work. Men of bonor who are
opposed toihe rellrious fulth and prae-
tices of the Sains are uot willing that
this difference of view sbhould cause
them 1o colncide with i1be outrages

crpetrated upon them 10 the nume of
&w. The local method of segrepgaling
the offense of nniawful cohubitation,
enabling the persecutors to send u
person  accused of 1hat ofense
to prison for as Jong & period us
msy suit thebr whim and gratify their
wajlgnity, uod rob bim a5 extensively
ad they pleuse In the pume of the gov-
ernment, i begtoning to be vuspuring-
ly denounced by the better class of
people who become acquainted with
unu-**Mormon® jurisprudeuce. Toose
Wwho perpetrate those wrongs ure look-
ed upon as pervertors of 1be law uwpd
bigoied religious ecrusaders, while their
viclis are beginoiog to be regurded
wilh respect aud sympathy, The
inflictors of 1be “cruelties, have
bezun to go up while the victims
go down when both are placed in the
bajances of intelligent apnd 1air-minded
scrutiny. The recognition of the trne
position may be small 10 begin with,
Dut s sure us justice js the rignt of all
uen, 50 sure will the lump be leayened
untit the persecutors are held inuai-
versul execiution—as the very vultures
of suclety—and those whom they Lhave
injured are esieetned {or their intriu-
st woral worth, which will ubtimately
force ktself into peneral racognition. It
is only & questlon of;tima.

Lo the wesntime there s but lttle
apparent hope tuat the crusaders will
relent.  Fhe exient ol their oujust
operations is measured by their power
w laflict, thelr disposition admitting
of no other limit to the outrages Lhey
comnjt iu the name of juw, which i3
turned, twisted, expanded or con-
tracted uccording as the ¢huracter of
their purpese appears to demand.

IMPORTANCE OF FAST MEKT-
INGS.

Tue first Thursday of each month has,
from the early days of the Church,been
set upiart 48 u scason for fastingand
prayer, blessing of 1ltile children
coutirming baptized members, and ten-
dering offerings for the support of the
poor. Although fast meetings are an
ordiuance of tbe Church, they are in
sonie respecis almost a dead letier.
The attendance ot these mectings s
generully very mmall. 'This is partially
uccounted for by the fauct thut
they are held at a time when
the adult mule portion of the com-
muobity 18 aectively® engaged in toc
usuul vocatious of life. Most of the
workingmen are under the control of
ewployers sud thair tlme durisg hours
of duty is not at their own disposal.
Probably there ,are mwany who
would not attend even §f the sitnulion
were otherwise. Whure einployes are
wewbers of the Church it muy 1n soe

instunces  be sdvissble to clese up
for s few hours, or perbaps
cive o portion of the hands

iberty to leave allernately ior the pur-
pore of poing to iast meeting. Bot
this plan wouid not always operite
sutistactorily, for as alresdy intimuted,
not a few would be disposed Lo use the
time lor other pnrposes than thut in-
tended. We ooserve that thie rule—
thut of giving employes the oppurtu-
nity of attending fust meetings—has
been adopted by 'The Woolley, Youug
and Hurdy Cowmpany und by Burtou
snd Gardner, Work is also sus-
pended on the Temple Bluck
lor the sawe objeet. In tbese mutlers
circumstances hive to be duly consid-
ered. The Juck of opportunity toat.
tend these gatherings 1s far from ae-
counting for the paucity of the number
of bzethren generally seen in uitend-
apcer. Somctiwes it is so smaull that
some ditllculty {s experienced in at-
tending to the admivistration of the
ordiusnces named in the first para-
wraph ot shls article,

The congregations are, 0 a Iarge
degree necessarily composed of womvn
andchildren, but they do not turn out
to that extent thatthey sbould. Itis
highly Important that at lesstthe chil-
dren should be educated to an under-
stinding of the importance of 1bis or~
dinance, and especially to the neces-
8ity of contributing to the wanls of
the poor. While there are meny of the
people who cen furnish reusonsble
excuses for personal attendaace, there
alv compuratively few but can send
members of their families, espe-
ciglly the younger ooes, aud
regulariy-tender their offerings for the
support of the needy. There are many
who donbtless neglect this duty, not
from an unpenerous disposition, but
from haviog sunk into & coondition of
thoughtlessuess bordering wpou indif-
ference. Some agein have adopted
the custom of doonsting to the poor
onee s year, sud inthis way “lumpiog
it,”” thus reljeving themseives of
the neccssity of giviog the sub-
tect wore frequent attention. It is
4 quésiion 48 to whether conformity
with an established ordinance, thus

sistiug to alleviate the condition of the
poor a8 their needs avise, is net moch
the better way,

The datiza of the Sajnts in o]l things
are cleer before them, They should
be reminded of them in the spirit of
kindoess and persuusion. There will
be & flnal summing ap time, when Jnde-
ment bused on the deeds done the
body, will be deelured.
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THE ELECTIOXNS,

Tax smoke of the buttle has sufficlent -4
ly cleared up from the fleld to give ns s
reasonably comprehensive idea of how
the po=itions of the respective hosts
lie. Considerable disaster has oc-
corred bere and there, and none
of the forces have  emerged
from the conflict with gerried
coiumns, while awong the captains
many huve falien.The defeat of Speaker
Carlisle of Kentucky and Morrison of
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Congress what bilis it sball pass and
what {t shall refuse to puss. The pro-
pozed plan of tis operation is that as
soon us 8 bill has been presented to
cither House of the Federal Congress
it shull be taken up and considered b
the Kunights of ﬂabor congress,
that budﬂapprove it, the bili will be
passed; not, rejected, and there-
upon the decislon of the Knights® lcg-
islature will be messsged to the Fed-
eral Leglstuture. By this . means
the Congress of the Unlted Siates will
b prevented approviog any bill dis-
approved by tbe Knights of Labor or
o! disapproving of upy bill upproved of
by them. Iu short, the Federul Con-
gress Is to be subjected to the rigorous
supervision of the congress of a trades
union, and beld continnzily under the
esplonage and threats of s secret so-
clal organization.

At first view it seemns wonderfal that
the American people should witness
with such apathy as whey manifest, the
development of movements so Iuepac-
ing to the perpetuity of their fevorite
ipstitutions as are some now afoot in
the nation, including the plina of the

Iilinois, which seem probable at this
wriling, and of Fraak Hurd of Ohlo,

whicli is certaiu, are perhups the
hardest blows the Demovracy bas e
bear; they coula better bave spared
othér men,

The next House of Representutives
will be Democratic by z very swmull
majority, not exceeding twenty-five
und it may full as low as ten. 1a the
preseot House that party predominates
by forty-tirer votes. ot any 1a-
jority ln consonance with the Admin-
isitration is betier thau none, &8 with
both branches of Congress agaiust it
the situution of the Presideut and his
Cabloet would be very embarisss-
1oy,

The nef result is a declded Republi-
cubl gain, slthougb they bave suffered
serious reverscs iu places. . In Minne-
sota, where they bave ull the Congress-

men awt  present, the Demwo~
crats  bave apparently captored
all—the first  time the latter

party has had o represcniat'on from
thut State; In Iowa they huve gatbered
intwo or three re})reseumlwes. und
this State has so uaiformly sent an nu-
brokeun Republicau delegation 10 Con-
gress that anything else comipg from
that source will savor suinewhbat of a
political curlosity; the sawme,except

as numibers, ¢un be  seid
of Nebruska, whers  the De-
mocrats get 4 reprefentative

for the flrst time slnce the present
Stetejwus tlrst organized us s Tertitory.
In New Huampshire, where three Re-
publicans bhavé been chosen us Con-
ﬁressmen right along for years, ihe
elecation to the Fiftieth Congress
will stand two Democrats and one Re-
publican. In New Jeraey, it laoks as if
the Lezlstature was Demo-
cratic, and it this should
prove to be Lthe case, there will be one
morg Demoerat and gpe less Republli-
cun in the Uulted States Senate, as the
joriner body eleets a4 Senstor to suc-
ceed Mr. Sewell, whosa tertn exygres
on the fourth of March pext. The
Legislatures of California and Indiana,
each of which States bave an out-
zolog Senstor, are still In doubt;
and if these shouwld be Dem-
vcratie, with the gain of one al-
rendy secured in Virginia, the Sevate
wounld change hands wnd botk hranches
o1 Cungress thus be In barmouy with
the adwinistration,

The most serious losses to both
parties huve ocemrred maiuly in vheir
respective strongholds, which illus-
trates the truth of the old adage that
*Polltles makes strange bedigellows. !
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PLANS OF THE KNIGHES.

THE holding of the recent coavention
of Koights of Labor ju Rickmond, Va.,
was oue of the most portentiows eveats
that bave ocenrred upon the Awerioan
continent since the close of the war
that followed the agitation of the great
slavery question. It was o gigantic
stride in the direction of eopsolidat-

g “the vast mass of Lwerkmg
bone and {mnscle o she natipn
preparatory to [ war  with

fensive at;firsl, but which Is aimost

certaln Lo becotne, within a ghort time,
agyressive alse. That convention was
a weans of greatly aidiug the work of
eflecting a 1horough natlgnsl orgeni-
zation, which, when perfected, will
render the Knights of Labora mighty
force in ihe nation,;and it ia nos easy
to see from whence will cdine the
power that will be able to cope with it,
should it adopt a determined 2nd bel-
ligerent fo]icy.

Carpitalists and the better class of
politiciung have hitherto hoped that
the Knlzhts of Labor, whose ranks
embrace men of every sbade of politi-
cal belief, would not, as a body, take &
preconcerted coorse in polizical mat-
ters; and the otticial disclaimers that
' have come from the organization from
time to time, bave afforded grounds
for the belief thai the nights
would refrzin from voting ng a

arty or body, st elections. Bit if 1he

hiladelphia frquirer is correct in s
intergrelation of the purposes of the
order, the capitalists and stategmen of
the nation are destined 10 be disap-
poivted. That paper says:

“‘The Knights of Labor propose to
set up at the National Capital & con-
gress similar to that of the Uniteqg
itates, composcd, however, of only

recognizing a salutary custom and as-

1

capital, 2 war which wmay be only de- |

Koigbts of Labor. Buton furtber con-
sideration it will plainly appear that
tte people of the natlon can do little
or oothing to stay the progress
IM snch movements. The Knights of
of Labor bhave the right to establish 3
tongress of thelr represeptatives in
Washington if they wish to, #¢ {far as
the Inw is concerned. That congress
if estublished, will kave a perfect lega
right to express to metuhers of the pa-
tional lef;iatature; its approval or dis-
approval of bille pending in that body,
and it wili bave the right to urge and
influeuce members of the order which
it represents to volte for oraguinst
the men whém It may desig-
tnute 1as friendly or  hostile 1o
its ‘nterests. Under the Coostitution
no law can be framed to preveat the
Knpights from carrying out the plan for
u pational congress, to be locuted at
Lthe natien's cupltal, and to exercise
the 1nfluence upon legisiation indicated
by the Inguirer.

With the Knights of Labor so organ-
‘jzed that the stevedores ef New York
will contribule mopey to feed the
families ot striking pork-puckers in
Chlcago, while ¢  typogruph-
ical unions  of the Pucific
slope are extendlog  pecuniury
ald to the strikipg streeticar drivers
of St. Louis; and with a workingmen’s
purlisment s\tting io the shudow of the
Cupitol at the seat of poversient,
diciating by the power of the bullot
what bills the President of the United
States sball or shall not sign, acepes of
Interest und moment are likely to en-
swe. That such u condition of crgan-
ization and power 13 aimed at aod wil!
be atimined by the Kniphts of Labor
scems provable &t the present time.
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THE VALUE OF GOGD AND
CAPABLK MEN.

ACCORDING to & dispatch in this issue
General John A. Logan bas been uiter-
ing words which embody considerable
wisdom, He holds that the condition
of affairs s such in the large citles
that the mayoralties have become as
important 1o & Seuse a5 thERgovernor-
sbips of States. This is only the
recogbition of the fact that in order to
insure good government it must be
conducted on sound principles from

the very foundation to the top
of the wstrueture, bwt it s
aise un |ackpowlezment of the

the exisience ot a potentia) danger. 1f
Lbe Jundamental portiou of the build-
ing is rotien, it iy pnot ressonable to
expect that the fubric will stand.
Hence the necessity, in 4 Republic, tor
eveu the souree—the people—to be up-
rigot, and the lower functionsof the
Bystelll to be purely performed.

No people cau be prosperous or hap-
Py when tbhey ure the victhns of malad-
winlistration, by the exlstence of bad
mwew in oflice. The Latter-day Sulmis
were, from the euriiest days, admon-
ished on this point by the voice of reve-
lution,throngh the Praphet. Laey were
directed Lo seek out und sustain good
wen for oMicisl positious. Whenever
this ides hus been departed frem
troublc bas been the result. It has
been &0 everlywhere. Tt will continue
|twbe s0. It 8 au inevitahle effect
springiug from a given cause. Place
authority upon an unscrupulons man,
snd trouble ensues. 1t is notcoofined
to the putting of such men in positions
of au oflicial character—clothe
them with responsibility in
the manipulation of uny Imatters
ol Public mowent and the consequence
will be, a5 8 rule, similar, And when
disaster 18 the result of their crooked
course, they will either exonerate
themselves from blame, by plucing it
upoh olhers' shoulders or at feast drayg
innozent persons into the miery puddles
of obliguity which they bave crested.

The vtlue of tbe advice to demol-
ish party lines io the selection of the
best men,the gualitications being hon-
esty,integrity und gegeral ndulilabillty,
cunpot be overcstuualed.,  Exumipe
the past course of a wun of that char-
acter, and impartial investigation will
tind it straizht; in the case ot his anti-
poces, numerous wiodiogs, coutor-
tions und twislings will be discovered.
(Goud, honest, upright meu are 4 thon-
sundfold more precious than alt the
guldof Ophir. Thelr value is genernlly
discovered after they sare deud, for
those who scoro to lie, deceive
and  cheat, are pot likely
10 be largely auapprecisted in a
world where such evils are so com-

thirty—eiﬁht members. This congress
is intended to instroct ibe Federal

won., It is Dot popuier os a rule to
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speal the straight trhth, for sounnd
docirine—which s the truth—is not
generully acceptable. To act vpon it
18 not much more so.

If the pation would —locally abnd
generally speakln%-— selegt oilicials
from awong the best clement the
country afforas, in pluce of awarding
place to meu who seek it for the op-
portunities and spoils it affords
they would infuse a prescrvsiive
agent throughout the body-politic.
But the tendency 1s the other way,
This eorrupting inclination is inereased
by the very damper which Gen. Logsn
says threatens the lurge cities of whe
Union. The mass~s—easily made a
prey to demnagogues—are beginning to
leel their ability to wleld an over-
whelming powser in politics. Tiey
possess voles, and voles ure what
count in polltical contests, Men of
braips, but who ure utterly unprinci-
pled will not be slow to couttthefavor
of those who bave It in their bands to
turn the political scales whlichever
way they wish to. They will throw
dust in toe eyes of 1he people and cup-
tivate them by guile. deceit and spe-
cial pleadiny., Through 1ils crooked
and slimy Euth they wili zaln access to
positions thut should be filled by better
men. Disuppointment, disaster and
confusion worse contounded, will be
the reauit, and misery the crop 1tbut
such a soil witl yield.

Some journals trippingly dismiss al)

apprebensions in  relution to the
danger to which Geperal Lo-
£an had reference  when -he

urged the necessiiy for the Mayor-
alties of large citien belng filled by
rood and capabie men, ready to act on
emergencies. They extingulsh it with
apuff of loyal sentiment, moch as
some writers ight apd win batties on
uper which huve buen fought and
ost in the tleid. But, like the blood-
Spote upun the hands of Laidy Mae-
beth, the ulcerons parts upon the bady -
politic will not ont. 7T'he polson Is in
the system and largely diffused through
the blood, the complaint baing by no
means local.

Muny thiogs have been polinted out
regarding tie future of the nation by
Joseph Smith. The very idea of ae-
cepting us correct any forecast from
such u source is popularly scoated.
This jcontemptucus treatment of what
he eounuciuted will not, bowever,
diminlish the correciness of his state-
ments. He spoke of a time when the
maus3es of the peuple would become &
prey to demagogues, who would, by
caterlug to their passions and pre-
judices, gain posilions of prominence
und sdminister public affairs 50 un-
scruplously and outrageously as to
produee ruln and anareby.

Whut does ihe preseat sitnation
premise? .

DEFENDANTS' RIGHTS PER-
SISTENTLY IGNORED,

It is notlong since the NEws directed
sttention to doings Wi esteem most

unwarraotable and {osnltipez on the
part of U. §. Commissioner McEKuy.
He does not appear tobe gulded by
apy vrinciple in manipulatiog bis
court. As we understand it, be cannot
well be goided by knowledge
for if there be one particulur wore
than apother in which be shines with
special Justre it is {n the absence of In-
formation, To call hima modern Dog-
berry wounld be a reflection, in oar
opinion, upon the memory of thut no-
Lorioua character, for he =&t leasat
is  credited with the posscssion
of some knowledge of law, while It
may be asked whetber or not sall the
acquisition in that line attained by ihe
oflicial now under considerstion” was
or was not derived from the sweep-
ings of Judge Sutberland's office,
when he acted as charwoinan for that
gentleman jn all but the matter of sex.,

Comuissioner Keliny doggedly per-
slets—1u cases of unlawinl cohabita-
tion--in compelling legal wives to
testify against their hushands switheut
the lutter's consent and againstthe
wlll of the witness, in matters of con-
fidential communication. The protests
of counsel for the defense are treated
with contempt, and bave Dbeen
met bf losult ' {from him.
Not onlar s this the casge, but he asserts*
that Judge Zane has not held that Jegal
wives cannot be coinpelled to testify in
relation to any coofidential commu-
nication between herself and her hus-
band. He thus shows eltber a willing
fenorance of what has been beld in
the District Court, or bhe in-
Sists ir contemptoously disregardin
the rules adopted iu the conrt of whic
his is but ap arm, s0 to speak, or an
nuxiliary,

This point was bronght squarely be-
fore Judge ape in the case agalnst

James Eargiey. in which objec-
tion +was raised to 1eslimony
baing iven by Mrs. Zur-

¥iah Iardles, the legal wife of the
defendant. e here make an extract
from the aCeount of that particulur
proceeding in the case referred to:

The defense offered the objection
that the witness - herself declined to
testify against ber hushund. Mr. Raw-

lins stated that be desired to argue the
case,

The court said the question had been
discussed on a forwer occasion and
would allow tbe witness 10 answer
any question except as to copfldentia!
co:umuuieations made by the defend-
ant.

In the face of this, Commissioner
McRauy iterates and re-iterutes thab
Judge Zune holds that s wife is a com-
petent witness in all matters in this



