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CONFERENCE NOTICE.

The Bixty-fourth A nnual Conference
of the Chureh of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Baints will coavene in the
Tabernacle, 8alt Lake City, at 10
o’cloek ¢u Frlday morning, April
fth, 1894.

The officers and memhbers of the
'Church generally are cordially invited
to attend the meeting of the Confer-

-@nce,
WiLFORD WOUDRUFF,

' GEORGE Q. CANNON,
‘JosgrH F. BM1TH,
First Presidency.

THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH.

Near one of the entrancesto the
«grounds of Harvard university isa
tablet beari g an inecription in which
words something Jike these occur:
“*For they feared to {rust the psople to
unlearned teachers when the ministers
who led them should slumber io the

dust,” The solemn pathos of this
‘memorial is a tribute to the love of In-
telligence and abhorreuce of ignorance
that characterized the Pllgrim Fatbers
of New Engiand, between whom and
the founders of Utah many parallels
have been drawn.

The latter are pre-emiventiy a tem-
ple boilding people; and yet be-
fore a step was taken toward erect-
iog such a structure, and while their
only form of political government
was one that bad been improvised for

# emporary needs, they, through the
P rovislonal Government of the State
of Deseret, enacted, on February 28th,
1850, an ordinance incorporating the
Unpiversity of Deseret, their great
leader, Governor Brlgham Young, not
ouly officially approving but earnestly
and staunchly advoealing its estavlish-
ment.

In the days of their poverty—and
such poverty as was then almost uni.
vereal is pot now Eknown in these
vajleys, even in the present time of
distress—and when they were so over-
worked that, as a historian says of
them, they scarce had time to pray,
they planned & great university, in.
tending that it should become a seat of
learning, famed throughout the land.

Their poverty made progress slow,
but what we Dow kpoow &8s the Uni-

versity of Utah was organized
and entered upon its misslon,
Omon Bpencer, A, M, its first
chancelior, took the position with

faith in the great future of the institu-
tion, a fajth which was held by his
succesaors, Omson Pratt A, M., Hon.
D. O. Calder, and Hon. Daniel H.
Wells—to mention only those who are
dead—who held the position many
years, The pericd covered by the
terms of the chanceilors here pamed
“was one during whioh the people were

too poor to bulld uUp a great university
without endowment, and with no ajd
save taxation and iuition; but they
never lost eight of the object in mind,
and by thelr representativesthey vever
treated it in other thanm a friendly
spirit. From the time when Dr. John
R. Park became its president, iu 1869,
it grew with a steady, solid growth;
and as the years went by it bepame
mote and more an object of love and
pride amoug the pecvple, Parents
strained their resources io rend their
sons and vuughters tothe [University,
aby successive Legislatures went 10
the Jimit of prudence to furnish means
for its suppoit sud growti,

It has been singularly honored as the
subject of welighty, stubborn legislative
considerativn in days gone by—not
such, however, as has beeu accorded it
by the session just closed. Liet us look
back a single decade. An item of
#50,000 was placed in the appropriation
bill foer a new building fer the UUni-
veraity. Thequestion of the Governor?»
right to appoint all Tertitortal officers
not specifically named in the O ganic
Act a8 elective, was 8till penutng in the
courts, and the Legislature determined
to wait for a decislen helore receding
from the position that such ausocratic

power was never designed to
be conrerred upon ©D® inan,
himself not ouosen by pop-
ular sufirage. The executive g¢n

his part was equally firm, and he re-
fused to woprove the sppropriation
bil} containing this 1tein, unless given
power ic name the men who would
expead the money, A deadlock be-
tween the Assembly and the Governor
ensued, and for days and nights the
strain was terrible, for the Legisiature
had reached the limit of time and
was obliged to remain in continuous
seselon untll a decision shoulu he
reached, At length both branohes met
in caucus to solve the question: Bhall
the University be crippled, or shall the
general appropriation hilt fail, through
our insisting that the liberties of the
people be not surrendered to the one
man powet, Itis of interest to note
that tbe Unlversity was looked upon
ap heing of importance grea! enouvh
to rank with the other two elements of
the grave problem,

The conclusicn reached, after one ot
the most pathetio and patriotic debates
in all our leglalative history, was that
the Aspembly would not betray what
its members believed to be the rights
of the people, nor were they willing
that other Territorini needs should be
unprovided tor through wilful detiance
of the Governor’s demands in this one
particular. They eilminated the Uni-
versity itemn, andJ, thus amended, the
appropristion bill passed.

But thougl the Guvernor might veto
a measure to zive money to the Uni-
versity, he could not veto the Univer-
Bity itself. A wave of popular
sympathy swept over the Ter-
ritory for the stricken ibstitu-
tiou. The legislators, the regents,
the professors, the public—all telt that
it called for their most disinterested
and substantiai support. Shouid it be
allowed to fail? The thought was roy-
nlly repelled, Regents and other
prominent citizens drew from their

own pochets the sBum necessary to give
it the building, Professors announced
their willingness to serve on halt salary
of without pay if the institution could
be saved in no other way., The result
was marvelous; and at no period
of its history was the University
so oplosely in touch with the
affTections and teelings  of the
people as at that time. That a pyubga-
quent Assembly reimbursed those who
bad come forward with meang at thig
orieis, does not in the Jeast deiract trom
the putriotisim ol the deed itself, Men
were willivg to truet a fulure Legisla.
ture to rewand to them, but if that
falled, they were conient to await the
reward of rovidence,

Ten yeara nave passed—and agaip
is the University placed in a posﬂlon
where 1ts neeys appeal eloquentiy to
the luve anu sympathy of its friends,
At the eeseion of the Legislature just
clused it was betrayed, [t wag stabped
in the house of its pretended triends.
For wheun it was earnesily pointed gut
that the sum glven for g Bup-
port would mesan Its starvation,
the eoeering reply was made by
logislutor—referring to the normai de-
partment: ‘‘Ob, well; we can 1mport
more 1eacher:; the Ciah-taught teach-
ers caunot compete wWith the Eastern
article, any way!” Talk about con-
spiracy, and piots, aud {rades apd
1reachety ! What do the people of
Uiab think of this utterance, and of
the spirit which controiled the action
ot other legisl:tore who, perhaps in-
nocently, were led into this great
crime !

Again the question confronting us
B8 A& commobwealth

la, Snall the
University of Utab be allowed to
dwindie and die? Again we hear

the auswer Jrom every patriotic
heart in every valiey of Utah, «*Nol
We’ll heap sbame upon the heads of
its detractors and its foes; we’]l unite
in one grand rebuke of chivenpery,
trickery and petty or politioal section.
alig!??

Aud the NBWS, Aathe representative
of the Liatter-uay Saints, who jounded
this instltution in toeir poverty, and
who, with love, pride and solipcitude
bave watched its growth during nearly
balt a ceniuty keep pace with
thelzs, now calls vpon them te rally
tc 1t8 rescle, We are coufident
that we do not call iv vain. Even in
the present time of inancial stringenoy
we belluve the necessary relie! will he
forthcoming, and that the conspiraoy
to oripple ot destroy it, for this is what
the action of the Legislature amounts
tc, will be defeated. This was the peo-
‘ple’s course when money was far less
plentiful in Utah thauv it is wow., Rut
money i8 Not the only neceseity; surely
puhiic spirit has net waned, wor the
disposition to patronize and support an
institution so uJistinetively our own.
The oalls of the disvriet schools for

more and betier teachers, the
uemands of parents for 1poreased
educational facilities, and the ory

of the rising generasiou for instruction,
are all louder and stronger than ever
before, a vy the neceesity for a response
is the greatest ant mmust peremptory
whicn the people 1eel, aside trom the
actual necessaries of liie,

Hence we appeal to the people of
Utah to com#& to the reacue of their
principal seat of learniug! it must be
saved from the desiructlon, or, stil



