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conference NOTICE

the sixty fourth annual conference
of the church otof jesusjesua christ of lat
ter day saints will convene in the
tabernacle salt lake city at 10
o on friday morning april
ath 1894

the officers and bembera of the
church generally are cordially invited
to attend the meeting of the confer-
ence

WILFORD WOODRUFF

GEORGE Q CANNON

JOSEPH F SMITH11

firstelret presidency

THE university OF UTAH

near one of the entrances to the
grounds of harvard university is a
tablet beadi g an inscription in which
words something like these occur
for they feared to trust the people to

unlearned teachers when the ministers
who led them should slumber in the
dust 0 the solemn pathos of thisthia
memorial isin a tribute to the lovejove of in-
telligencetelli gence and abhorrence of ignorance
that characterized the pilgrim fathers
of nownew england between whom and
the foun dera of utah many parallelsparallel
have been drawn

the latter are preeminentlyeminentlypre a tem-
ple building people and yet be
fore a step was taken toward erect-
ing such a structure and while their
only form of political government
was one that bad been improvised for

49t temporaryemp needs they through the
P government of the state
of deseret enacted on february
1850 an ordinance incorporating the
university of deseret their great
leader governor brigham young not
only officially approving but earnestly
and staunchly advocating its establish
ment

in the days of their poverty and
such poverty as was then almost uni-
versal is not nowdow known in these
valleysvalleyseveneven in the present time of
distressdl and when they were so over-
worked that as a historian says of
them they scarce hadbad time to pray
they planned a great university in-
tending that it should become a sentseat of
learning famed throughout the land

their poverty made progress slow
but what we nownew know itsas the uni-
versity of utah was organized
and entered upon its missionminion
orson spencer A M its first
chancellor took the position withwilb
faith in the great future olof the institu-
tion a faith which was held by his
successors orson pratt A M hon
D 0 calder and hon daniel H
wells to mention only those who are
dead who heldbold the position many
years the period covered by the
terms of the chancellors here named
wasvas one during which the people were

too poor to build up a great university
without endowment and with no aid
save taxation and tuitiontOD but they
never lost eight of the object in mind
and by their representatives they never
treated it in other than a friendly
spirit from the time when dr john
R park became itsita president iuin 1869
it growgrew with a steady solid growth
and as the years went by it became
more and more an object of love and
pride among the people parents
strained their resources to send their
sons and daughters toti the university
antiand successive legislatures went to
tue limit of prudence to furnish means
for its support budand growth

it has been singularly honored soas the
subject of weighty stubborn legislative
consideration in daysclays gone by not
such however as hasbaa beetbeen accorded it
by the session just closed let us look
back a single decade an item of

was placed in tue appropriation
bill for a new building fr the uni-
versityver sity the question of the governor Is
right to appoint allail territorial officers
not specifically named in the 0 ganic
act as elective was still in the
courts and the legislature determined
to wait furfor a decision before receding
from the position that such autocratic
power was never designed to
be conferredconicont erred upon one maninan
himself not closen by pop
ular suffrage the executive on
his part was equally firm and hebe re
fused to approve the appropriation
bill containing this item unless given
power to name the men who would
expend the money A deadlock be
tween the assembly and the governor
ensued and for days and nightsnight the
strain was terrible for the Legislalegislaturetur
had reached the limit of time azeand
was obliged to remain in continuous
session until a decision should be
reached at length both branches met
in caucus to solve the question shall
the university be crippled or shall the
general appropriation bill fail through
our insisting thruthat the liberties of the
people be not surrendered to the one
manpowerman power itisit is of interest to note
that the university was looked upon
as being of importance great enough
to rank with the other two elements of
the grave problem

ubethe conclusion reachreachededs after one of
the most pathetic and patriotic debates
in all our legislative history was that
the assembly would not betray what
its members believed to be the rights
of the people nor were they willing
that other territorial needs should be

torfor through wilful defiance
of the governors demands in this one
particular they eliminated the uni-
versity item audai J thus amended the
appropriationappropriate0 n bill passed

but though the governor might veto
a measure to rive money to the uni-
versityver sity be coultcoulAt not veto wethe univer-
sity itself A wave of popular
sympathy swept over the ter-
ritory for the stricken institu-
tion the legislators the regents
thebe proprofessorsfesson the public all felt that
it called for their most disinterested
and substantial support should it be
allowed to fail the thought was roy-
ally repelled regents and other
prominent citizens drew from their

oownonn pockets the sumaum necessary to give
it the building professors announcedtheir willingness to serve on half salary
or without pay if the institution could
be saved in no other way the resultwas marvelousmarveloue and at no period
of its history was the university
so closely in touch with theaffections and feelings of thehepeople as at that time that a subse-quent assembly reimbursed those who
bad come forward with means at this
crisis does notdot in the least detract from
the patriotism of the deed itself men
were willing to trust a future legisla
turelure to remand to them but if that
failed they were content to await thereward of providence

ten years have passed and again
is theibe university placed in a position
where its needs appeal eloquently to
the love budand sympathy of its friendsatAI the session of the legislature just
closed it was betrayed it was stabbed
in tile house of its pretended friends
for when it was earnestly pointed out
ahat the sum gives for its upsup
port would mean its starvation
the sneering reply was made by a
legislator referringjag to the normandenornormalmaidede-
partmentpart ment oh well we can import
more leanherrleanteanherchere the dab taught teach-
ers cannot compete with the easternJB astern
article anyanywayway I1 talk about con-
spiracyspiracy and plots and trades and
treachery I1 what do me people of
utah think of this utterance and of
the spirit which controlled the actionotof other legislators who perhaps lnin

ly were led into this great
crime I1

again the question conconfrontingfrontin9 furju
as a commoncommonwealthesith is shall theuniversity of utah be allowed to
dwindle and die again we bear
the answer from veryevery patriotic
heart in every valley of utah sanolnoiwell heap shame upon the headsbeads of
its detractors and its fottow well unite
in one grand rebuke oxoi chicanery
trickery and petty or political section
allemoalisoiP1 1

and the NNEWSaws as the representative
of the latter tinyday saints who founded
this institution in weir poverty and
who with love pride and solicitude
have watched its growth during nearly
half a century keep pace with
theirs now calls upon them tot rally
to itsita rescuecue we are confident
that we do not call in vain even in
the present time of financial stringency
we believe the necessary relief will be
forthcoming and that the conspiracy
to cripple or destroy it for this is what
the action of the legislature amounts
to will be defeated thiahis waswag the peo-
ples course when money was far lowlew
plentiful in utah than it is nowjow but
money is not we only necessity surely
public spirit has not waned nor the
disposition to patronize and support anaa
institution so distinctively our own
the calls of the district schools for
more and better teachers the
demands of parents for increasedlooreased
educational facilities and the cry
of theabe rising generation for instruction
are all louder and stronger than ever
before and the neceenecessitysity for a response
is the greatest antiand hobt peremptory
which the people feel aside iromfrom the
actual necessaries of lifebite

hence we appeal to the people of
utah to combcome to the rescue of their
principal seat of learning it must be
saved from the destruction or still


