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GIDEON?S FOUNTAIN.

You know the sncred legend old,
How, to the fountatn’s brink,

YWhen WaAr across the land had rolied,

Great Gideon led his armed fold
And bade them stoop and drink.

How all the ¢antious ones he chose
W ho gnafled from palms dipped down,
Anldputto flight his robler focs
\with rlaughter derce of battlea blows
By Jerroel’s lofty town.

Ag in the days when Gideon tried
His men to find the true,
+rom out the mounlain’s caverned side
The water wella and wanders wide,
And mirrore sxies of biue.

The thirsty entile come and stand

Peeyp in tho cooling stream,
wipd bended roeds clagp hand with hand,
And over all the wheat s0wn Iand

Hills Galilean dream.

And as we qul:ﬁ the water clear
Kkve on we ride again,
Weaeom Lo BEC A throng appeéar— ‘
The stero array with ehield and spear
of Gidcon and his men.
CLINTON BCOLIKRI.
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THE “REORGANIZED" ABSURDITIES.

A NUMHER of questions were nasked
of the DESERET NEWS in the lateat
fasue of the Lamonl,lowa, Herald—the
organ of the ‘“Josephites.” They are
propounded fo a carping and sarcastic
manner, but that is of but Jittle conse-
guence, We make reply lest it might
be thought, or said, that the queries
could not be amyweres. The Herald's
editorial, which is quite lengthy,

to thise:
antl'(")fuh[::?-uleof law In the Doctrine and
Clo venants, under which a full organi-
zation of the Cburch 18 to be effected,
requires a presidency of tbree, holding
directing, presiding autherity, and in
point of declsion holding what may
be termed concurrent jurisdiction with
the Twelve and Beventy.” When
Joreph and Hyrum were martyred,  mo-
tlon was carried at a special conference
that the “Twelve ebould preside over
tihe whole Church and that when «ny
alteration in the Presidency should be
required, reasonable notice would be
given.”” Ou December 27, 1847, at »
conference held in Winter Quarters,
Brigham Young was chesen President
of tﬁe Chureh, with Heber C, Kimball

and Willard Richardes as his Coun-
selors, io pursuance of a previous an-
nouncement of the Twelve that ‘the
time would soon come to recrganize
the Church according to the eriginal
%at.tern, with a First Presidenoy and

atriarch.?? The Millennial Star for
April 15, 1848, announced that “the
Churcb is again organized with a Firat
Presidency, with a tair prospect that
that all the Querums of the Churech
will be replete, accerding to the eorig-
inal design,”? -

We are asked to explaln wbhy a “‘re.
organizatien’’ was begun al Winter
Quarters at the residence of Orson
Hyde Dec. 5th, if the Church had
not been disorganized. And connected

with this question i the statement
that ““there were but six ot the then
existing Tweive present, FPresident
| Young excluded.”?

Anpswering this assertion first, we
say, the wonia we have placed In
italies seltlea the point sought to be
ma.le as to & majority of the Twelve
being present. Preaident Young was
one of the Twelve Aposties and could
not be ‘“‘excluded,’’ and the revelation
paye: ‘‘A majority may form a quorum
when occasion requires.” 8o withonut
disputing any of the alleged facte as

to December 5th or =rtopping teo
shew that the chooring
the First Presldency was

actlon of the whole Conference on
December 24th, it 1§ evident from the
Herald?’s own data that a majority of
the Twelve took nction ou this matter,
not thst it was acquiesced in by the
other A pesties who were in good stand-
ing and fellowahip.

But we- are still under the necessity
of referring tn the position of the Her-
ald and the **Reorganization’’ as ab-
surdities, for the renson that it must be
clear ta every rune person who thinks,
that the reorganization of the First
Presidency or of the Twelve, or of any
other council in the Church, is oot a
reorganization of the Chureh, and
therefors that the choosing of a Presi-
dency, or the filling up of 4 Quorum
by the  body, is mot" only no
evidence that the Church had been
Hdisorganized®® but a proof that the
body was still in active organized ex-
intence. The revelation says the Flrst

Preatding High Priests chosen hy the
body,” ele.

The fferald asks: *Lf reorganization
wag an absurdity oo the partof the
Reorganized Church, was it lers an

Presidency Is to be composed of “three |
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of | organizatione.
by | other “‘re-organized absurdity?’* When
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absurdity on the part of President
Young, H. C. Kimball, W. Richarda
and those who did their work in 1847.7
To which we answer, while the foriner
was absurd, becauge there had been ne
disorganization of the Chureh, the
latter was not absurd in any degree, for
the pame reason., The Hving Church,
organized in 1830, which grew and de-
veloped into that degree of perfection in
its organism that existed when Joseph
and Hyrum died, simply acted accord-
iBg to its constitution and vital powers,
in re-forming such councils or guorums
as had become deficient through the
death or transgression of some of its
officers. But the ‘“Josephite’’ move.
ment was the sction of certain peparate
individuals to organize a new church,
assuming that the Church of Jesua
Christ of Latter-day 8Saints was dead
hecause its presiding offlcer had been
killed, This appearste ue a manifeat
absurdity, and involves the death of
tiie Churehh every timie Its *resident
dies or one of its leadlng quorums be-
comes depleted.

The re-baptism of the Baints after
coming into this Territory, and the
“reformation,*’ as it was called, are
pext cited, and the DESERET NEWS is
gravely asked to explain why these
things toek place if they were not re.
Ia not this queation an-

a ripner repents and reforms, is the
man actually re-organized? 1f a body
of cburch members become sloth-
ful or lukewarm, aud a reformation
is brougbt about, so that they renew
their covenante before God and awake
to greater spiritua) activity, 18 that a
reorganization of the Church?

Why does the Herald get down to n
mere play upon words in order to make
4 polut upon paper that does not exist
in faet? And is it not puerile to con-.
tend that hecause the Church clhiose a
new Presidency it was evidence of *'a
disgnlution of the Church in ita er-
ganie form?*? There is so wide a dis-
finction between re-organizing a coun-
cil or quorum, and re-organlzing the
wbo}e'ghurch that, it reems any one
who wishes to see can hehoid it at a
glance.

But on tbe Herald’s own statement
of the case which we have quoted, the
no-ealled ‘“Reorganization’® is oot yet
an organization of the Church aud ia
not entitied to either name. The
Herald says: “ltrequires a presidency
of three, holding directing presiding
authority,” with the ‘‘concurrent



