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p GIDEONSEONS FOUNTAIN
ft

1 wyou know the sacred legend old
F howgow to the fountains brink

when war across the land had rolled
areat gideon led hishie armed fold

r bade them stoop and drinkIT and
PIffbowow all the cautiouscautions ones he chose

who 0quaffedaffee from palms dipped down

iananj put to flight his robber foes

with slaughter fierce of battled blows
g by jeiJeXreels lofty town

Asae in the days when gideon trioanelI1
mghis men to find the true

kromarom out the mountains uaoaverned slideside

rhophe water wells and wanders wide

mirrors skies of bluew and
hf the thirsty cattle come and stand

deep in the cooling stream

i wand bended reeds clasp hand with hand
I1 and over all the wheat sown land

hills galilean dream
R

we quaff the water cleargadand as
ahreacre on we ride again

aw vca seem to see a throng appear

ahe stern array with shield and spear
gideon and his men

sf of
CLINTON

IEE reorganized absurdities

A of questions were asked

tabethe NEWS in the latest
oe0 of the lam heram the

11 they areiansin of the
pounded in a carping and sarcastic

miner but thatt is of but little conseconae
encece we make reply lest it might

thoughtbought or said that the queries
aid not be the
estorialEit rialorial which is quite lengthy
JD to this
the rulerole of law in the doctrine and
ve nanto under which a full
blonon of the church is to be effected
kirea a presidency of three holding
actinging residingresl ding authority and in
lintnt of decision holding what may
termed concurrent jurisdiction with
B twelve and seventy when
eabph and hy rum were martyredmarty redlared mo-

a was tarriedcarried at a special conferconferencemace

t the cTtwelvewelve should preside over
B whole churchchorch antiand that when i ny
orationtion in the presidency slitshoulduld be

iqdired seasonable notice would be
BDn W onn december 27 1847 at a
derencerence held in winter quarters
abam0 youngA ag waywas chesen president
be0 church with heber C kimball

and willard richards asan his coun-
selorselom in pursuance of a previous an-
nouncementno of the twelve that the
time would soon come to reorganize
the church according to the original
pattern with a first presidency and
patriarch the millennialMilen nial star for
april 15 1848 announced that the
church is again organized with a first
presidency with a fair prospect that
that all the quorums of the church
will be replete according to the orig-
inal design

we are asked to explain why a irere
organization PY was begun at winter
quarters at the residence of orson
hyde dec ath if the church had
not been disorganized and connected
with this question is the statement
that there were but six of the then
existing twelve present presidentrentyoung excluded 11

answering this assertion first we
say the words we have placed in
italics settles the point sought to be
male as to a4 majmajorityrity of the twelve
being present president young was
one of the twelve apostles and could
not be excluded and the revelation
says A majority may form a quorum
when occasion requires so without
disputing any of the alleged notefacts as
to december ath or stopping to
showshew that the choosing of
the first presidency was by
action of the whole conference on
december it is evident from the
heraldsHerald8 own data that a majority of
the twelve took action on this matter
not that it was acquiesced in by the
other apostles who were in good stand-
ing and fellowship

but we are still under the necessity
of referring to0 the position of the her-
ald

affer
and the reorganization as ab-

surditiesties for the reason that it must be
clear to every sane person who thinks
that the reorganization of the first
presidency or otof the twelve or of any
other council in the church is not a
reorganization of the church and
therefore that the choosing of a presi-
dency or the filling up of a quorum
by the body is not only no
evidence that the church had been

disorganized but a proof that the
body was still inactivein active organized ex-
istencele the revelation says the first
presidency is to be composed of three
presiding high priests chosen by the
body etc

the herald asks if reorganization
was an absurdity on the partmt of the
reorganized church was it less an

absurdity on the part of presidentdeBt
young H C kimball W richards
and those who did their work in 1847 111

to which we answer while the former
was absurd because there had been no
disorganization of the church the
latter was not absurd in any degree for
the same reason the living church
organized in 1880 which grew and de-
veloped into that degree of perfection in
its organism that existed when joseph
and hyrum died simply acted accord
ing to its constitution and vital powers
in reformingformingre such councils or quorums
as had become deficient through the
death or transgression of some of its
ofofficficenerb but the josephleeJosephlte move-
ment was the action of certain separate
individuals to organize a new church
assuming that the church of jesus
christ otof latter day saints was dead
because its presiding officer had been
killed this appears to us a manifest
absurdity and involves the death of
the church every tintetime its president
dies or one of its leading quorums be-

comes depleted
the rebaptismbaptismre of the saints after

coming into this territory and the
reformation lf as it was called are

next cited and the NEWS is
gravely asked to explain why tbtheseas
things took place if they were not re-

organizations Is not this question an-
other ireorganizedreorganizedre absurdity when
a pinner repents and reforms is the
man actually reorganizedorganizedre if a body
of church members become sloth-
ful or lukewarm and a reformation
is brought about so that they renew
their covenants before god and awake
to greater spiritual activity tois that a

ion of the churchchuoA

why does the herald get down to a
mere play uuponpou words in order to make
a point upon paper that does not exist
in fact and is it not puerile to con
tend that because the church chowchose a
new presidency it was evidence of a
dissolution of the church in its or-

ganic
r

form there is so wide a dis-
tinction between reorganizingorganizingre a coun-
cil or quorum and reorganizingorganizingre the
abole church that it beems any one
who wishes to see eancan behold jiit at a
glance

but on the herawi own statement
of the case which we have quoted the
so called is not yet
an organization of the church and is
not entitled to either name the
herald sayssayv ltit requires a presidency
of three holding directing presiding
authorityauthority with the concurrent


